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. ai- :t--- r : : --. f eresa of Decat-u:, I-' ::-::: .

:en r:::--:::: ?ar*,ition of Est ci 3e-.'z-'E

- --: -: " :xc jOC' lying 'f
-: l-a:- -iuren Street arui

^5 :-^-:-*-, :^U: J- J'--q'- | -=-
224' of i ;':-.--:l
Buren 11.l-r..

il[,::*: ]:: :,:-':a cir't1d. by the nuns, origlnally acc'-:'. l]
i=?s, :':-':ies about 20,35 aeres in 1975 afte: :.a
::,:r: -:--a: exciusions of acreage. 0n four r1i:el-
:-: :,3:=.'311s land was sold or traded to the il-h-
::: ::',;=: Icmpany. The portlon added, by trad.e,

-_:::.*: ihe north property 1lne, frontlng on r=tar.
l: :: :,=rently used- as a parking lot for St. Te=-
::a ii1:: Sehool .

:j :-=::- :::s'-=,rcii-on: 1913,

St. Teresars Acad-emy or Ursullne Acadeny of
St. Teresa of Decatur, flllnols. (ttre tana
was orlginally ln the name of the Alton Ro-
man Cathollc Ursullne Convent of the Holy
Farnlly, but by the tlme the structure ras
bullt, the Decatur Ursullnes had lnd.ependent
status, and ireld title to it).

-i:=::=r:

:. i v3r-T inconplete chaln of title follors: (Source: Notes of
j's+"e: Ursula made from the abstract, rith Mlss Charlotte Heyer
r:?:r:ng only a portlon of those notes, liarch 25, L9?5).

:-=J: U 13, 1830 - Parmenius SnailrooC secured from the U.
S. A. through a land grant the N't{ 1/4
Section 2 of Tornshlp 15 North of Range
2 East of the 3ni Frine HeriCian 1n Laeon
County lneluding l:3.96 A,

I=:::r"::: :-, r35L - (on or about) Parmenius S=aLlrooa iie.L in*-es-
tate.

5ay -;, i35c - Benjamin Davls purchased. the en'"ile ==+ateof Parmenius Snallwood, HE 1,,i. oi Sec:lon ]
(152 acres), the south p.rt oi 'ui:e Ff ilrr
of Sectlon Z (fO4 acres), ani *,i:e 5r- i/r-
cf the S"*t l/4 of Section 2 (+O ac=esi - total
2)6 acres - for $141948.
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#- -: - _::: _ l:= _=.,:s l,:in-:rin3 (U==. if1..ian :
-f : -=-_ _i. t: :ti3:luel- Davis , a::i 3=._l -:i_i:-_-6r of tsen.ianrin Davis, o:t ._:; 

=:._--'-ra-!h_ ^f . _--, "'-- --!.--:l= OI +"ne. Ben.i. DaViS e_=",.2-,.:l ::-:=1v=d the ,,ii{ ttt+ i:" tnJJw'ir* .- r.^2 anl the so:r.uh zz acres "i il= =; l::.of Seetion 2.
il:-. - --, 1?04 - i{iram.Johnson solo to the Alton RomaaCathollc Ur:suline Convent, 32,6 acres.
i:: ::py of excerpts fron Slster.&rgenlars unpubllshed his---3:r :-or i.nformation pertai;i;; the-years, igii_rgrs. These:i-3ars inelude a descriptio; ;fin* pr"rio,i"*6i"rrine conventon rast Erdorado-streei, Ji"""try 

""=o""-tr,u-Ji.uut from theff:":l ii;orfrl";;1":, rlx"i;rihl decision--to"i,i1a a ner, 
_"i.u"_

years. ' t crrLr -toJ-row-up pertaining to the early
Archltect - George A. stauri-uhar of Eock rsr-anrl, rho ha.dalso designed St. fatrieti= di,rr"r., in De_catur.

rn conversation with sister Eugenia, one of three remalningfoundresses of the Decatrr u"",liine-house,-tir" i"rloring waslearned about the present structurer
d, The exterior of the building has had very 1ittle modifl_eatlon since it xas """;;i;; "i"r"l}#r,z, \913. Adoor ras added on the .";ii, about rg:o-to-provlde easieraceess to the St. ?eresa lii.gh S";";i;""ni f.ft"hen and.laundry rael:.ti3= 

_".r"-piaced in 
".,,r.aJitron built tn

l3i3"i,ffl"3",ili.i;i:: ;j *f il;;"il;, prevlously

b' The baslc interior strr-:cture. cf the 1g13 bu11d.ing is un-changed, but uses of f;;iiiaormitori"" ro" u"""aiis-;;-*=.: l;"lilsT; r15.:;:r:"days have been subdj.dC; ri;n ;:=.rt,iii"r"-to inerease thenumbers of prl."ale rooms, 
"="i ,.* il;;; ;"= cxn prlvateroom_today. i,ihat were oncethe rirs t" iI oo*o; ; ;,;;; "? Til. 

=;.ffi 
. ",$n3,ril='r"iil"i.retains dinlng rooms and kitcier:; tir=-""""na fioor houses1ar,ors, vlsitor,s suits,- o:;i""=, i:.=-iJii= 

".""".t'on roon,and the thifi._floor nas-itrirteen pri_va:e ro(and the chapel; the r"r"ti'-iioo" n.= ;;i;;;t:#l iil:ifrr",i[:iJ:";"X"$,*;*it;;i;": Ar1 is ,=iy1."u cared ror, is
c. 1-he najor servlce of Ursulin

rcra:.^ri " 
the 

- 
ea uca ti. ;; ;i-;i;i;j T:i" x=, Ti :*"Hr:::: ":*"sc-stated that when 

"o-ujlr""'.iona1 p="g"*-rere needed, the

{
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=--f-]r Lr==r-:

j* l,;unramsm.l

x* mrjrrg ::: : 3:-.1:e --hen. The convent at 2200 ]ic=--:: ia-_ei,
:r--:=.: : =::.::1 i-or glrIs, elementary throug.n h1+
: -rrr::-, tt;_--'r:r arri iay stud.ents, is the resiCence - :ie
Trrrrr* -:':: --::s .ox teaehing at St. patrlckts, St. Thc=:.e
lm- l:" l:::,== :.i3;h Sehool ln Decatur, anrl at vaca-*uj-o:1
:;m* i:: -'-- := s::ving a nission in Oconee, I11lnois.

L- ir.= '-'ll-=- :egardlng the first convent and the openinE
;i -;e i:::-licr.rh i{ater convent,

r- l+: x:::l: :c.;y of Mabel Richmond.,s section on St. Teresa
t tr=;.erf i her 1!J0 Cenlenntal Hlstory of Decatur and Ha-

-*-gYr

L
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ir:- I, an unpubl-ished hlstory i+rltten by Sister
a i:':::::=ss of the present U:suline Acad.emy of
r=-:.:, -1ecatur, I11inols. The pa:ticuiar selec-
i::: iisier Eugenlars recori ci i:ersonal- exper-

, -^: a:e 'Lc be found in Yolune Cn: of her un-
tx--::.;i-s are quoted with Sister iugeni-ars kind

Charlotte Meyer
}iarch 25' l-975

"A!'uhe cios: :: :.--: i--:-'-a* retreat in 1911 . I xas mlssl-onaL to De-
eatur, filinols. - r=-:-*:':r-:i the nuns who were to be ny coinmusity com-

tranlons. I i<nax:,:--:-1:^5 .l --ie clt;,.; I iittle d.reamed that this assign-
nent would be 1ii:lcn-:l

"Slster Ein''l::1 :i:::-i::.::: i a:rived in Decatur by train, shortly be-
fore noon torri.s *.-e e:: :i .-)=-nsi. As re stepped" from the t:ain at the
lJabash station re ''ie:3:-::-ci'a ccurteous gentlenan who escorted us to a
waitlng carriage. -la--::, I -:a:ne.L to my amusement, that the gentlenan
xas }ir. J. J. Ho:a::, '-ae -:?)---'xr:ertaker; the carriage ltas one of his
funeral coaches!

"Slnce the conven? \er!:a:-,, JlCoraCo d.irectly across from St. Patrlck's
Church) was only a fe* c-ccl= aiiaJr, re arrived- there ln less than ten min-
utes. As I stepped. intc -u:e laliol, I knew immed.lately from the d.eliclous
odor perneating the air '-hai ::each canning ras in progress. The nunsr apron-
ed., sleeves and habl"us pi:r:iec up, ga*uhered to welcome us. I{e were invited
lnto the kitchen. I ras ri3n--! Cn the table stood. jars and Jars of freshly
canned frult. There Here seyerai bushel baskets of peaches yet to be
peeled. In the mldd.le of the kitchen stood Mrs. John Clark and her daugh-
ter, Flarguerlte, who ras Ia'"er'r,c besone ot.t.r own d.ear Slster Margaret Mary.
In the doorxay stood Harguerite's 3ro'nger brother, Charles, *ho as a Jesui-t
was to d.o such outstanding nork ancng the ex convicts that he has been
named the "hood.1um prlest." It r+- tnis Clark fanlIy uho went lnto the
country to get the fruit for us.

"After d.inner lre were invited to make a hurzied tour of the convent.
iiuch must be sald. about that house later. 'uie found. it was a three story
builCing containing twelve rooms, As far as I can renember the first floor
consisted. of a parlor, large music room, the kltchen and the refectory.
0n the seeond- floor lras our small chapel, some guest rooms and perham solae
c*;h=r rooms, f canrt reca1I. The third floor supplied the conmunlty rooa
ari -"he Cormitories.

",l.fter t,he tour I sllpped into some oId. elothes and Hent tver '-o the
s::c:r, x::icyiras locatedjeast of the convent. It i,ras a brick -nf.)-llng eree-.-
+:::: La32. I; =enind.ed me vlvldly of our o1d school at S+-. Pe-':r a-j. ?.*:lr:
1: .r-l--:r. :-- con'i.aineC four rooms; two downstalrs; txo a-ccte. i^1::ag ;a:-
:i--'::s l.::*:e. --:ese rootrs could. be opened so that one rcs::eg.a:e -"r'3. l:-:
=-:i:::i_= 

-';'=E ?-?2-'.?r-c:y a furnace which usually provi-Cei s3a:-- :-=a'-. i ir:s :.:
i:a::::-? --:::' i:: fo'.r:i grad.es. Long rors of dou'ol: ie-=l= ;:vi:eC:::r

: s:-i:::'i----:::. =-r:iIs irhc enrol-le.i cn the fi:s-- :z:



'uL*sG @@rn= ::=- --1:::
ullt i@ !"-'?'s-!rr ;6r-:-=- ::

iffi. !{ i*Sll@,s }fr&: L .li:

miJllu f:g .u:" ihuur pryu-r,
3[rm muxJ]@ .JlMm* ::!!r im,u
m-J@ m m6@lqmuq l:ur mm

: - -::: zia a Celightful Irish brogue
::r-;'r :urlng xhich f knew hin he

:: -:: ;r!-es'uly klndly und-erstandlng a
--*_.. i-.--

-Eom=m-llor ur :&li;'s -: ---.:r - -----=::::: ..hings in his surround-

m!rl;: .r,-mc,utu, *:"nurum,;m -,:r;[,r ;inc r ": l*- -i-- - _ : _: 3a--hed.ra1-1ike chureh aCfOSS
;@e ffilrrmr -* fu l3ilmm imq ::s. I -_.::1-:t?: tnat our house was the
ftm_J1 :yI@ ffilE n'.|!'riri'' emmHro. .A-.Li:,:: :-,::;-, ::--: :l:aCt+ay, thatts a Vefy
;-uua,f U,u@md Sn* 

'[I0EI:M 
Uuotren m .-ll:.: :e_::-::: i,c the Peter lvloOney

*,EIm;*,f' ;m &Uqc0auq fi* ** L!lt;m;ili.;;:-* r,, i -:',-:'-- :: --::= second hOuSe, next
;;i[ ffde l{li!!,milillgil Thrnqu, nng1111 trq-*j**:;: :: -_;3: --:.: SIECe nOW COVefed, by
'iiemi {rliiFl.,]Illt|n''rP,- @ srljtrfll1ll|lrmrFiltrami ]lrfififl r-t +,,. :r* :;:*--:_: ::- -,:.: sirg3 of the o1d
w,lllttmmf ,i' t--, JrrrL[q'f

'*'ui[, ilum . rr I jur@:!uuq. *_--*. j-- -- --:-:. ::-:: St. ?eresa Acadeiny
rnifim* 5ei? ;.gffiuiltimmqfl' ;;]r1r!nrirFmiiilfln;ry T.Ls-*s- l-" r:-: -_:-: :-1::*, cuilding erectgd.
Um -mUr ffi *tf,rrrn d illliil'rry.rTm,':r r }liils.i'": "**i"il 5:--: ji:,il and. the I111nOlS
Lnmm,u fu'ilqpr I; um @m rl.trmlr'E :.ffi i tr:t;i---. 3:icie becoming
ri:rmlr ;; :;mr mnrr6 e;m[m; gr.,iiilriit:[: :IE-::;*.r|I ]-; ::=:--:3: raS the feSUlt
m5 .ihrffi 

"Inmm,mry. ;6a ]hmm,r1* dr g rq@: 
-T1-,-*

"Tb lilry ltu iEum, *inlllndm w-,fl: -rr :;:-lr= :*--::t= the city. Its
lfilq:516 im @ ir"nmmrryMfl* {Uu ryprr*:" .l*:.*l_r."- jE:-.:::i:_:-, ? Ht. ;iura1*rrey,
slDillora fu dumrpua uf mmmlou'.8 T-x*"- *: -*:-! r:::-':1. ::e i-aneiiately
fi-tml @,&@ fxg mr. E mr:-rr|rnry T-r M ..TrE--**. a: -:: jl-:-- r-::=a:c Street.
$mr @-E:seuilr, m im" u,u tE; iiulwr m tt r fl{ffi "r.i -1 -::--, :;:e:e: 3. 1'.in-oer
56::O fS lDUuUAm- Tirrl*lg :l'*n'rllrs# fiffir6* si,s l;mi.r-*--*. :: *:i* :-i 3€=5 iie
E"-*, *T3& emliumiiln'lryr &mlgip-' I:'qms m,2.;, Ij I*Lg ld-ir= - r-91: .rzj-1a:1e
A::ilfd!,: t',m- kt1 mEm'r:m'T',r;'llupi! $n"fir 3:l:- S,::;IE: -*::I'===:€t:i:=:Cj-s-
?:3E i:E ts ffi.: *lnifll?[E ffi.-,,I." ]::-:n 1; G *nip-- s,*; l:--::, :::Sei lhe
n"T-nr,s rrtrrrrr sdYm."Irg- }tr:muse :i -r-.":: :l:n:E::::m !k" ;:nz,::;; :e:::e -r_xk-

-!:. 
:== 3::el m,,lts -Jrsrtr :E'oi - = :':a--:---:rl.Eie i:s:-r?-g: == --:-g'!i,:r-

-r= --rn=gl

*l!,e S- =-T aJ:E: yl 
-ar?-:: 

l=-::, I a:;ea:Ea k-s i:= --:e first
--:le 1:3:" -:a:t'-:t'= l=::-:. I r- =-r=:'. l:--.:.t:': s*-=::::8, 1:ls'orJ.ilt
:i -*:i:e s--:tr: r::c = ssa--:-€:.2]:a:i--..- a'l z'" l-s=-- i3e atr3usErc.. I-- -r-as

:=:::.a--e: '- $lr=u.:n=, l3:c :y :lsi'.o1: .-a==s !.yan.
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0n Sundays xe sisters sat
'ltlhen the church was crowd-ed'
around the crnate high altar.

:l- ':1 shape.
rltrr

above and.

'l---: ::.p t€lri-i-tF -:--il -'--:. ::1: registration d-ay whizzed by' At
t:.e c-:":: :j --:*:1 :ir .; i::? :;::-;:-:imedl Like ttre old woman xho lived
1:: ::-e ::-:: uE ::- :: :::.' :--l::.::: r+e 'flCntt know what to Co' The oId

sc:-1 ::, ll:= -*tLi :.*li."; :-'-: ::- -::1, scuth of the convent' overflowd.
F:^ .----- '"--F - :-- - z---,-: -t: ':ee:. in use as a classroon for a iong:I^= -- -=- - - ---

-.=o l- jj--r: :+-: :: :: T? --:? :r,lbl-ern. But something had to be
-:^--= :-i t-i+t--- -.--:-''* ---- t

a: 1:-.-=-5 1-j; 3-:::-1:E ua: ,:: :3-. :; in the rectory basement. Sttl1
--:3=3 -r:.s : =r:- 

- :-:i1 :n- T:-::=, j -=-::: 3drlnd i{oonan taught, in the
:-: -=-: ----:
-:r- = --- -_--t= --,:,i:E- ,:: -:-- : j --.- :;:r;nd nOtiCgd. SOme papgf On
*1 --= *: -_

--:-3:::::. f-* =a::;': i:e-' --llr'r:--, .-:'l-ce::, will you please plck up
-;=- -= -e-?-

i:i"-- =e==r 
*5i:--::, r --:'-: ;' ::. *

*5: ma-.--=, =.=!:5i-.=:" 
*T:: ::--- 1- ?: -1?'. cf charlty, eantt you?rl

r 3--- i-- - -'::': about under the table'-1 -:r -=-.= l::=: :---:: szr -!-:+-' :::z::-f *
'.d- 3e--r" :-; =:::, 'Ta:-- -": I:- --::--; :l.,-rl -uliere?rl

i=-=J =:-::s:f -t-:e:-: ::;1:+:, '. -: --::i I': :o1lr an act or Hope"t

'i:i::: ::;--:l::= :- ;a:se: I-=--r-:: r'-=;:-"' :-i: :eciied we must have a
ner scicsi. li:e= a s::r: --1x: -----: :-: ::--=l:' -r-as -;cl?l:crn and the new

buii:1ng r.- :e::=. :- j.--s si--e. . ...

"The 1'=a: r: -rii-i91-2 passei -'':a; s-r:::-:i:-::::' Ag"in I was 1lving
through nis--=r-r-:a.L:rg trays. licx tha--- --:-: lc'ua: -jt'c:. lr"s :. ollerly estab-
1lshed ai- j-.ji1ne houses Here exp€3'r?a -.: -3el:"r€ il:e;=-ient. Decatur
was planning tc zliiy ior autonoray. ieve:::: !{o:L:= Lucy ;*.o had been

appointeC pt""..r"i=i in 1911 , Has ou: -ci'-a: 33aE;:ca arr: s+'3unch supporter'
tttl reques.l, fc= a.jr.cnony ras signed by the f:.Icring si-x nuns!

=::--:--,-31 {where St. Patrlek's School is
'-- :e-: !.:::Senann wlth courageous lngenuity
--a:: 1 --::.::rary classroom. she and her

- -- - -: - -. , : ::: -- and second grad-ers, occupled

--,::: s:-. :: +"he kneelers and used- the seats

=, :::--,-::--::c:s cf any klnd. At recess Sister
: :: --.-: :-::=aec Street school Yard. I
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li: :*,:rel CeIes::-: I t ?.:'::ke
Yctner Const-a-ce !-:=-<-1n
Sister Sugenia -' 1a::=--11

Sister Alberta Ringemann
Slster Paul Brewer
Sister Irene llucherpfennig
Sister Patrlck Hines
Sister }lartlna Hol1y
Si-ster Veronlca OrBrien

were attached the canonlcal elec-
Celestine 0rRourke Has chosen.
flve members. Mother Celestlne
votes. After her installatlon,

"There's only one thlng that

rfrqrmlM
frumdhur
frmrdtufir

rdp'l -!:l- E
Li- ffi- :* -F

ir;S+-!f:

Tumc rr-!, :*E* '? ---- i ;1:
;161 Emrnmlmmmum'ry-

::r-::.e --he chart,er ner-c3- :i

Thu l;ummmmt ,-.mffiE_::: =- : _--::.::-y Has recelved. July 22n<i, lgt2
:'r,* iglqr.w illlulfi[s ru-ruq:J. i::w.:, -.h: Superior of Alton; at that
il,Le nr:; rtqum"i@ a*;r", :r+:=--: :: i.everend l{other Lueyrs lllness the
rlmmr@sma i-r Ma rumril@s :;E::-^--r-.'-::"-ii November 9th of that same year.

:-: [-------------:"r:::€: --.=v. I{other Luey came to Decatur, 0n
B:: -::::-=: for the signing of the autonomy

=:=i 
--'.- 

=::;lained- that we were free to slgn...
:l ::: ,r--:::- house. She also made it clearl,that
:::-: --: i-*uort that too, cou]-d be a:'r,ringeci.

nT:,snrf:c*., :r. $;rr-,Es.:E: :, i?12 the followlng eleven members of
x* ]e::t?;E: g:filrTllnr': r :-=+: --:e autOnOnyt

"lrurei' =::11 ii--:: :::: signatures
--:T- ::- =- =::e:::= :::.: :1:ee. Hother
-"i : ::--'-=- :.::-.: :::-:isted of only
:=!:,:j T= ---e€ :i:.-- :i --:-: fi-ve possible
ier=--,: -r-:-;:= l::J s:ti rith a slgh,
:,::,i::s I'e; Igtr :.== :,-: SC young.tl

"ri1--: a ---.--:.r--; 1e her eye, our new Reverend Mother replied, "Moth-
irn '::'-- '-.--'-:-=---'JC:ry you. I'Ie shall correct that fault d.ay by d.ay."

'"-i:r- rg xe=e iaced rith
g:c= -le::1:ssl-y on, it had
:--. I::=:a .i.ca;eE;r" nust soon
sl" :-i1-= se::, so Ci-lapidated

=-_:=< -czie

another tremendous decislon. As tlme had
become more and more apparent that the "01d.
be replaced,. If the old house had been, as

1n 1873, by 1!12 it was ready to cave i-n on

'.+--- --:e --ine xe had property, but no money. fn 1905, the Altcn Con-
rrE::.r -=- asi:1led. a )) acre tract of Iand. on North i{ater Street. Thls
F::E--r- h-1: :-a--s: r,ransferred by a Quit Clalm Deed, io the Deca+,,J-r House.i- t:- t --:i= '-:ac-u ir3s a veritable "out in the couniry" section. It rasg::'-::a: :1 ::-,ii:ris anC a Ceeply wooded hil1side. There',r'ere no lavd
-.e-:, :: =:::r'al-.::, :--, -.reas, no anything! 3ut, to us tnat ba:=en t=act
:: -=-,:, -E*: --:-= --.: :i _rrcnise; the land where ln our Crans, h'e sal, a



:* : -:3, t-- ;:';r i :e i::. = -:-=- -.:t=?: tr-'-:1:: i{rich wcr:i: =:!.::=;:E i:-

:. l -ise +"ne cha:el-, =--.Eris: -r , ::.r
a;€n 'ro tne pub)-ic. l:: -;::-;
be exclusively for -.:: :::s.

:-:--: ?iinq ever materializea. 3::

'1--- -*:;:-:.:: r: --.:ai school year our little band oi el:ve::*--s aj=l-
:;:-:?- -l --:--?e ::'r. .=.?:]bers. Mother Regina Bierbaurn ras aC?i-.--_=: --: s:":,-

.;.9iJ. irlother Gabriel Fitzgerald was adni*ut,e1 1n le-
, a.:. Sister Rose Condon Has admltted Augrrst 3, l?L3. liese
--h us -Lo the new house, bringing our number up to forLr+ueel .

"J:::3rcung superior was a woman of aetion, farslghted and courageo!:s.
i:.=:.ai a ieep falth and a firm trust in the Provid.ence of God. As soon
=-s :':=sible she began definlte plannlng for the erection of the new bui-Id-
1:5, ior the reception of postular'Lts, and for the aceeptance of boarrlers.

"0f necesslty, Motherrs first concern was for the obtaining of funds.
Sr: anC another slster went to consult Mr. John Fitzgerald, a lawyer, about
hanCling thelr business transactions. He listened earefully as lilother out-
lined her plans. Then he inquired, "How much money have you?" ilhen Mother
answered. brlefly, "l{e haventt anyr" Lawyer Fitzgerald leaned back in hls
chair and" regarding the two nuns in amazement, finally he renarked, "You
are either saints or foo1s." Saints or fools, whlchever they were they got
the loan.

"fmmedlately Mr. George Siaudahar, the noted. archltect who had planne<i
st. Patrick's church xas contacted. Yes, he would. aecept the job. with-
out delay he d.rer up the p1ans. The contract was 1et to Polson and. Polson
Brothers. Excavation for the nex St. ?eresars Has begun Tuesd.ay, May 12,
1913. Ten rnen wlth five teams stzrtei the work; later nore were add.ed.
The bulldlng was expecteC to be cpen }tovenber j, 1913.

"Meanwhile many exciting thlngs xere iaking place at the "01C Academy'r.
The new St. Patrick's School belng reaCy fo= occupancy, re noved in+"o it ln
February 1!1J..,..

"In the meantime we were getting enccurasj-ng reports a-oout the lrogress
of the ner building. It was daily beconing nole ard noie a reality. I'lother
Celestine decid.ed early ln August that rie shc',:l-i see for cu:selves, She an-
nounced. that on August 1J, we nould. have a picnic at tne ner St. Teresars.
Znihusiastlcally we welcomed. the idea.

"?hat y-ear' August lJth fe1l on Friday. The iciy Father haC dispenseC
a1i Cathciics fron abstl-nence; therefore, He ml6ht hzve =.ea+-. Hiss Eliza-
betn iia;ies ani !1iss Margaret Burke spent the 14th irreF.rlnt the food.

I
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*'fr:!:ia @itm;l;: ::-ur?: :: :; -:ea1 plcnic d.ay, not a cloud.
..,.: i,t,* irrr #rE ; * i.--*1;i: --= ---.; :,ciock }iass at St. Pat,rickrs.
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1fiU5frs1ffi f,mluny .i 
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,urF;rr;roml n;iitri FnrdffiS iml m; qqrmlli'i* gmJd1*

:: --:- -:ij- to stablllty on July 28,

:::'/s that were to take us to
i l.tlt-t*u eleven otclock. Miss
-:::, whiLe they Iald out the

: ::.: :?'ri :lOUSe WaS eomplete.
: :-.- ':e:= exaninlng the work,
:.::':i-:-'.' ?: CIOSS beams and

:.: ; ! ::;: --: =:--- have appeaf ed.

" :.-"n :-:s: ::a'j--i.iui sight
-.-_--i---: --_*-_- --1-r
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at 27OO Norlh iater
, out on Satr:rday 'r,o

cuilding
:1ac gone

10.

was read.y
clean

xho were
Three

:f

"I:-: ::--:;--:-: -: -:. z: _t jr.-: of the l-ast morning as desc:ibei by
l,'^--=- :-:--,j .i- --=-,

-.:-i--;: r-:" --:---:--" :::::: :.a1 rui3 Connu:ii*rjr itass re -rc3i a n-iri-
t! 3' .:::..::---, :: --r=-- --,-- --:.: ;- i hoise - a:li +.hen began nasiy
--= r-: a -----j - -- , ---: 

, _ -: -;t -rit3 rer Acaiaa;:. iI use --::: i{Ofdt'-'t ra-.=.'' : :: -= :=:-- -.--.; --:-;s :,:.,: :::: i:::: ln -rho=e :=;.'s e=re ".iour-
--___==- -- 

-=::i6,- --:- ;:i-^.i,- |--: a a: ___..: -.._: ^._: --_:. _,

' j::-;-- J --:-: :::: ::-- :=-:-: ;' :: =-:=--3. il:i -.:e icl--r9SS ansi+ered.
--:-: :=l-, "- :-:;,e'- = ,:-:-;;;'3--. J:.::.:: --: sa:.- l--s. i= ir- icllor+ed by
::=-- :--:::3:::--s :: =:t::s:::-. l::::=-,':=:-,1:; r-zs i. session at
S--. J::::1.-n= l-l:--::l-::: -::";. i:::-:: i-.::::;-.r:.:---:::: ncl: cr -;o us as
1::-; rs:::ss::::. :-:;:::::.-.:t:-:: -a::- a:---:_cl;=:ai, :iras naC to
:: .-.-'::::: --: I::-- ::-: =I3:;=:-:l' =---: =: -----: ::3:iS--3:i Iotfef Eii:nUnC
-tl::-a: .--,:-. l-:--::.::-1 *::=r:: a-.: :-:--a: J.:.=: =:::1fgC benind tO CIOSe
--:: :-: :-:-.=:. I: =:;r=: I *: l::: t": :-:: t-:--- i: leave us. Ifas this
l-l:s::r-z:--:-:::= i""-;-j"-- :=::r::: --: ---1rl' 1: -uhe oic house? He like
:: --:--:1: =:. -!j.,:€f , "- -:s lr:-::l'::s= ---e knex ln advance cf our leave-
--:.r=:5 --:-z: :: r:.;-: :e = 

- -:; ::l: :ei;:e xe should agaln enjoy such
s:1:1--"=- --::r-:=1. .i: 1':-'-- j=:r --:----t i:iat daily rlass would be lm-
-----._-_- -_-- - :-,Js=-;-: :tr a r--=-- -- .---cF- .{lt=l aLl- the i{o1y Masses were over,: -:-- -: :.- - ':- -- :-':--"-r-- --r-=-::se iai d-ven -"he l-ast priest his cup of eoffee and
--- -: .-- --J ---{;-, r= }-- --.E: --ri3 a:tars and packed the vestments, Candles, altar
-"-i--e, c*;ce ru.:ethei' r:--uh t::e fex renalning kitchen utenslls lnto a large-oasiet, ;rich 3oori. Sister iiartina had left at our disposal. Solemnly re
ciosei -"ne rind.ors and the front doorrthen stepped into the buggy, elothes
baskei and all. 't{e left the 01d. Aeademy at noon just as the A,ngelus r{as
rlnging and arrived at the new Acaderny al )t00 o'clock. A journey yes,
looklng back with the eyes of L970, it nas. The buggy mentioned belonged
to Mlss Margaret Burke. It was drawn by her o1d white horse anC itiss
tsurke did the drlving.

"After school (Fatner }lurphy let us disnlss early) St. ?z-uriek's
faculty set out for the new Acad"emy. It was bitterly cold tlzv:lin3: on
the streeL ear, Arrivlng home, we all set to work helping t,:'Jn!ac!(, and
unlack it rasl The furnlture had all been stored in tne all ro:trr :icri:l
part of Sister Alberta's klnd.ergarten. Hilling har:s :."-C.e :-':-j.ch rc:k.
Soon re cane to the beds which r+e had to carry - yes, ca:=i - -:ll fc.a:
f}-igh*-s ci st:= t,o t,he d,ormitory. At tha+,'.iue re ba..:s el-eva--:= j-e
o!€ra-!ion. 31x c'ciock i.M. came before He k:ler i--; --ie= :':: s:i;;:r.
fi:e:r xa e::-,e:d --:e:efectory nhere the grcs-us' i.1:d::.1- ="3E:= a:-r, re
ire:a s'i::):ls=i - ?ain-- buckets filled cne riisl-: cl=:::i --:-::e x:Te ::?'--11-
=: --=-:- =s ::: l:-":s - xho cared io: t,hat! lr's sali :.c?, ::'::: :h.ai-

t





:2.
"fr. had been of great value in reekoning i,1s:":.::3:s. r-" ras ex_-= c -- r- ;r- +-wc mi 1 *os n ortrr "o i iir" 

-" 

"r.in oiJIl*'r' f 
r 

= 
_. ..,,,.ic-r*"h section llne and onry-* few feet 

"rr-*r"tJ=--r;a.;i.=;=J:":*_l-ine' Travelers had often"rested. their t""*" uac.er .:.: _=:a::. :u: to:ts that tree was a menace. r.t huge roots spread cu: a::-;e ---c-:>i _^-una'r' ii a drlver wasn't earefur hi; 
";hi;i"-l"siry -'1.;;e. 

=.:;; ]ri:anc the occui:ants we:"e thro"n to tr-r" opeo"it. 
"ia.. Hcleoye: ::e hugetree branches hung so row iir"t il',*v 

"";;;;; 
"ir.," 

rrigh top_:e: .r-r=1o.-.r"oi any kin:. ior th=se r.u=onu we didn,i mourn the tree,s::;rc:::::s.
Itlr-l ., I,- )'a'Lr"{ rn 

'he 
year 1g14, 

_-lhu new_Academy was blessed. -.mi3i -,retitle of +';r€ Aca:e:y or sil 'i*=""". The chalel ,*as dedica+.ea ic -uhesacred rteart,. For tn: rirst-t*o-y"".=";."ffii no resid.ent cna;iain, sotrice a week tn:;rc';ng 
==*:-=t"nt irom st. lairict,=,-R;;;;;;"" s*ith,said i{o1y Eass for.'-:s and g-;; ,u }ioly commrnron. He, if you can im_agine i-t, rcde a -:i-clrei-e, it","r"r"r it ,r"" pouurur". Eenember thererere no pavea -rl:-:s, nc sicer+alks. 0f;;; iJ""orran,t pecal through thesnow or nui, !ne. ne,i..:ide his blke in Oorrning,s bushi=_;; proeeeO onil133.,.::n' 

no-inp "' ;;; to u" "*ra,"ea"o,rF'u"rJiil" ffiri "",
"Because He i{3re "c iar o:: :"l.so,unlnportant, no nerchants iroulddeliver anvrhins, sc --:r= s-,. r1lr1"t'"-r""iiii r""*re the a"l-i".=y boys.Every evening each :i ,= 

"J=i"d a bundle - llaves of bread, paekagesof meat, cans of e-:-lk, ;o'::::s of outter. 
- 

ltri] .rrulng thlngs happened._one evening !{. - il.:'-:::i,s i:eai_ cunire st.in!"irot". ,ut tumated a loaf .Before she could re;-s-i-s i-,-= na:: right i:Jrrrna her accidentally klcked,lt' sending it' haif xa;;:c'r:'--j:g e?a. 01= course, we all 1au6hed. ?hisset the emba*assec *an a: e-e:.ni::e1ped. to-make friends for us. An_other day lt was a nilk can ili -"::.: 
""*i-."ifing away but r+e took itall ln good trart. By t.="..1o=_ ::: _-he streei,-car, we proved to the some_times bisotted o, pl.juei";l-;"!ie ::a-- ;;;= could raieh 

"r,a 

-r""" 
rea.Iyquite human arter irr. ;y-ii." =a.-ci --:.=;;;"'many of those who had re_garded us almost with hosiifiiy hii :::::='._,r:.tu friendly. 

'ne 
larly who

ffi3 H::"":'ffi;:i',?i:*:* li";*:i,,.". a'::aiion to vi"ii'the convent.
opened in answer, to her 

"ing, 
-=n"T=.ri=,;==-;_ *nen the front door was

saH-nuns in gingha* 
"p=o""r'J1]"r"= a:i: :.a:.:= :,t::i,amazenent., as she

hand, evervbodv-busll! uns"sJ-in su::s: i..,=, ;.;lfr;:' I;:"rff}":i"i:tor was duly welcomeal 
"tE-3*.r"ineti, 

,,: ;;;;; i::a:ej ;".c:: people knew hor+Hrffif"i;::.::"t, r ir,o"sr,i'Jir vo,'"'-="i:i r.as iea3:: sc::ccl and do

"fn ord.er to help pay *uhe debt on ou.x ne-ri ho::se re held anaually achicken fry, sometinei i"lu"J-argust l-!rh. :c= iatss re nuns cleanedchickens sone of which 
";;; ""iu"a, *""y rr=i-::en s:r_ieited by theladies of st. patrick'" prri"i.l on crr:_etln 

-:=r.'3_y 
ir= nuns did the serv-lns, usins aIr avai1"irr."'"pac"'"i-{r,-";fi; i;;"" of the eonvent. Thatevenlng we washed, r did-n,i 

"""nt them, tri i;J'"ure it ras thousand.sof dlshes' irre rere our om erectric dishw""iru"":^ And -oe11eve 
me, itkept us moving very fast: som"rirere tetr.re"r-'izroo and 1100 re crepttiredly but happiry rnto u"a."l"aT'! *" i""t-I""rec iaany acdltlonaldollars to he1: pay for our leloved St. Teresa,s.....

t
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;"-- prepared for large scaie
r': :ecrrred the services ci iir.
-.::.:siastic young farner, ircs-
. , .:: inmed-iately planned the u';ii-
, r--- that tlme our prolErty ex+"end-
; -i,.:'l Suren Street alnost t,o the
,:s-- fron Broadr+ay to North '*-ater

:::':-, nidway between the txo latter
i:: -uhe Cifferent klnds of plann5.ng.

: -i -.: .:-.:fs" i-l:* -*r* -.:.'r-";-- .::: :: great denand, ne ralsed. bush-
: ! 1-' :=-,o-j :t' -*:.*m :::ffi:::l-.-:--r::: until late in the eveningt
:-:--:- -:,re-",ar:"* q,rmr i*r!ts=-;, :--1-*':---i -":e hot sumner sun picked, and"

: :-.=: --:-::. l:: =;:t- 
- r*--i :::i:--:: ani narketeC at excellent

:::::s. l:: --; :r*:;;r-L;*- :-. -:-: ;::e 3anned, Sister Regina and I
:
,---,- ; L=-

'Ir:rT :T?F'-€ ri* :t:rr;p:, :::-":: a--.: ::xed strawberries, tie
:-:-:,:i,: :a..::*S =*ri :rr1".:rri. -: -:: ._-:.::_---S *-?C, bfOUght gOOd. pflCeS
:.: ar:--:e--. l:: -=:r jr L r-:+---,:ii;,; ln]=lative 1n ord.er to sup-
;-:. j-:--a :- =.--s" l-" .*;i.e sF?:-.?: :- : - n :---: ii:e:e the boiler room
-:ii =:r::s. 51.--e: iag:; :-;r:*1. :.-::r: :: :--. ::,e not only raised en-
- -;:. :-=.--s i:: :-= :h: :E:, :--: : : -: =. ::?a-- :^'::.-c€r.

''l':: nexg v?---.-=: ras -*:E :=:: - - - : - -:: -- --:-,-. iiricken houses were
;-r-ylo- --s-:c5j - i= =:=- - ':- 1- :'--.=t i:= ::.Und-feCS Of flUffy

:::3 ::- c-i-:. re sl:: :=: ;:3::5 :i ::+::, :;- :-: iqfers, not only
j:: :":: 3ir.1 iise, -r:t al:; i= -;= ::- : r-:-::: ---=-: :ach :!zar. Our
:;;: :':::*iar us xitr r:lj< =-r- =-::=--, --: -:---;:::--h:rs butchered-
-----:.:3s-re laiseC:-x*:E:-i'3:iE l:::i r":-:: r:': i"-t-- e-:s: -.c kegP. This
:.:-;e: sc-v: 3r-!: IE3a! -:rC:- =tr.

'*.=i:"ear brought it,s c-n.:^ =r::--'-; :7::-- - :::- 'rl< a^ exception.
I::: ;-ean, xith the assistance oi :": .sp.- j:::::: r t3 ala --i:e rare
g:':': i:r-u'f,re of xinning an autcaccll:, = =-'-r, :-:[-ae-j ia:-i'=:rican'
:-- :1--? --,; us as the resull of a 3o-----es--::':--=--=:-- :1 :---::)=-;E=. "&
;-:":= !gr!l" r....

"l:e Irish often refer to even-,s by sa3::;,'I--:z::::g: -.:-e niSnt
:: --:e 3ig riinCr" or "It was durinE the ?E'-'-=3:-=r:-!?.' 'i: =---1!,r "it
iE: --:e year Con lteaghan died.." I{e, in the -:i--::S-''a--Es, c:.:ii h=ve
l:--:: =eieEetr to the year 19181 &s "+.he yo;=:f --:-= 3i3 fl:." The
:;i::;ic of that year Has r*ldespread ani. d.is=-s'-ro:s. I^, lras ;io ie-
:;€;--3r oI perscns. Fen famllies escaped' anl -;h:=e nere =a::f iezths.
l:-; :,uns fel-i l-ike flies untll only two were a'=i: :c 'ce :r; z:: about to
::-j? --:e rihole, very i1I communlty.....

*l:rs r =-sE"5.m t:



i: :i,--"' ;e::i nol.ern c| -;he prchase oi
. n::: -:. =---i-e: sid.e acco:33f=*-ief not cnly
: -- - :-- =: :: 3t . lhornas I ais c. La-,er *'-oc,

5-: :::.-.*: ::.e bus proved to ce a]-nost i n-
: i:::::- -.eacher could ccllec-" ari- i=llver
; =:- . i :lln t.rip.

', ir, :-:ver werrt out durlng the rinter
:-:.:: ;he "paved road.s", extended onlY
;= ;:::11 like as not get stuck in a snorg

I- :.i-- '*ords could have heated- the at-
-:";: :z-- f:eezing while Mr. 0'Heren swearingly

d: '::'; i a.nd" d.id make use of the time, say-

-:--.-?rs. l'hen again, when we did get start-
- -=i:ce at that time stop }lgh*"s and traffie
:l:il ci God"

:::iessor Johannes Schumacherr a European ex-
.:-: 1n Decatur. He gave art lessons at the
-:::- '.iis one of hls outstand.ing students. Un-

--- }ina and oil paintlng. Tro of her naster-L y**--

: ::i "A iloorl1and" Scene" slill adorn our wa1]s.

'Int=::: --:.::::--.-:=--''s of d.lre poverty, when earning and sav-

-:r: T***:E -m,--*-::;:" ,: :9v3r forgot we ,nere.fire.!, nuns, second,
-,g,&'3:*:T:-r a::!. =:,::zl';crkers as lre were needed'' Slnce our pray-
g:-*-* :.: : ;:::::--1' li: rcse aL Jz00 A.l{. and- retired' }ate at
rl r:- -,r ::::: :: i::,: --ine for the four hours of d.ally prayer pre-
:.---'-- - --.' ---:a

'-rr -:::l-::::=- -ile nas not negiected'. As teaehers we Here

:.mE--&::-,r =--::T::; :: :etter ourselves. Mother Celestlne, our super-

-rr'* ffi.: : -:-.::, :.:;r-.1y educateC person, an outstand'ing nathemati-
*.:1- *- --:= _=..=. i::e Cevlsed ways and. neans for intellectual de-
,rq*:;n:::, i:.: :::l'-=333C each nun to make full use of any and every
aa*?l-, :tn :,:i:sss-r3i. It vras MOther Celestine nhO inaugurated what
{d* lrl - +: I:,= l=-::i-ine Hour.

,_*-::::-1:-; -": iio--her's p1an, the community was dividec i-nto com-

n:i;E*=. l:.::- ;1:-i! Has responsible for ihe presentation of an in-
:,rres:"-:4, :---:':3--1ve prog:ran at four o'clock each Sund"ay afternoon'
I::ru= -*--:-:: r: zl- benefitted inte11ectual1y. They usually requlred
" ,.-J- '.,- -' :esearch. The one I nost vividly remember was The
t .-=:Z l -:Li::=. ] xas young and knew very }ittle about our great state.
l-l:l: l--ji:-:. =.r Illinois enthusiastl

"lr::a::.:: h:rr, He were given the history of the state; sketch-
:s :j --::* _:-,-=: :_ hel famous men anc- Hornen were read.; the symbollc
-=:-:--- :i:.--- s--=--.e f1ag, the state tree, state bird and state flower
e;;--. jo.. Je:---- :1 the constitu-tion riere read and appropriate songs

t
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;:l: i n-rerspersed. Durlng that progran f heard for t:e jl:s:
:;: s--ate song, :I}flrels. The 1d.da of the ursuline itou= s**r
--:-::.:;hcut t,he Provlnce.

,,*h3n, by law, teachers were required to hold d.egrees, or:E r:s-
-:; --!;a::ds them, Mother celestine put fo::th every effort to assist
--:e:-:.:s in securing them. A11 our teaehers, now holc One or tsore. 'ie

--.ai.? cne nun who trotas a Ph. D. During those early d"ays rorklng ro-':==:s

=- :..z=)_e Has a gpeat hard.ship. It nea.nt taking correspondenee courses

:":::l= the school year, and. iequired. many years of Summer School ror:k,
:r:: :3 cne feII bY the waYsid"el

"in acditlon to board-ers, girls and- young ladies who llved- at the

-r-::ie=y, attend-ed- classes in the classrooins On the second floor of the
:-:.-1ing, we also taught d.ay stud-ents, both boys and" girls in another

=;::-i floor classrooln. A11 girl stud.ents couldr if they so chose'
:::--i,nue --heir educatlon through the graies and. hlgh school and- be

;=a::rated fron the Aca.d.eny chapl. The boys, after cornp)"etlng the thlr{
;==t., attend.ed. their respectlve parochial school, elther St. Patrlckrs
:: 5;. James'.

"-i;e ihsullnes xiil alrays be mos*u grateful to the lnstors and 1nr-
'=:icners of all the i=.lishes, especlally the two earliest ones, St''
2--:ick's anC St. Jaaes', "ij.thout --neir financial help, enc@gpnent,
,-: support, we coulC not have succeaied as re have in erecting and

n=:rtaining the Aead.eay zL 2?AO iio:--h 'riater Street. lle are also deepIy
ga-..eiuJ- t&ne thousanis of ]eea:':: citizens of all ranks and d'enonlna-
--1cas, xho so Senerousiy have coEe io ou1. assi-stance. Qur only way of

==*.=i:-ng all ihese tso?1e is b-; kee=ring then ssstantly ln Our prayers'
!3ce, ,.Hore things Le *=c:ignt bi !,rayer than this xorld. drean's ofr"
-j3 

-e confirient ti.r-t,;a/f, ing ca:r never be ortdone ln generoslty, riL1
s= --:eir rerard, exceaiing g=eat.'f

? i .*'*r- :)
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..':--:: :i -.r unpublished history--
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;.. a 1it'ir-atc scl'rool for
:- - :lrellrcrd in the late '50s

, -:: .: ::-.\eirLlcr. She left in 1858,

: : , - . -:' Lr' )Iiss Barry. Sessions
::: - -. -. :iiiut. '['ite scl'rool \vas colt-
. ' .- -: :he C ivil rvar.

: -:. :t:i a chnrch buildir-rg at the
. - -r-:,--r>. the old frame church

1 \\-est Prairic, rvas moved:' : - -' .:. -.-r,1 \\-a,c turne(l into a school
' .'..'- --' . - -': Legcrt'ereconrlr-rctingthe- :. . - - -:..ters oi thc Holy Names of

' - - .- .. - .- - :r. r. Their stat, \r,as sl-rort. Then
- : ' '. U:.u1ine o.de., car'rre ancl taught

:' : i.a11 lreen glou'ing, anci a larger
.- - ,> < the c.ngregation ptirchased rr

hotel buildir.rg ir.r the 400
block oll East Eldorado
street. -\t first this build-
ing rvas used as a conYent
anrl boarding school for
girls, r'hile the boys re-
mairrerl irr the forrner school
lruilcling Iu 1ti73 ihe pres-
ellt or(iL'r',,I t-rsttlirre sis.-

terq calrc ironr -\ltotr, lerl
br' ]Iother -[-eresa (lilles-
oie, antl established St.
'leresa's acadenrv.'I'he
.chool u'as incorPoratcrl irr
18S+.

In 1&9.i a school buikl-
irrg rr'a. erectctl trext rloor
t r the conrent. Brrth tirc
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' : l,l.\t,ON (lOLtN'l'Y

' : i 1i1c lreu' lrltilrlilg, lrttt 1;rter the irr-
--i'1 \' ilgilill to tlcc lllc cottYt'rtt lrttilrl-

In later vears rt:eif, iui,iding: became inadequate. 'lhen St' Pat-

rick's congregatiorn erec:ed a rxelr- parochial school building at the

comer of l{orth anti .[aci;=on strett-r. and it $'as occupied in 1913'

That same year the L*rsutrine sisters started the erection of a new

academy- buiiding r-.n \orh \\-ater street at the north edge of the

cit-v- School rvas opered ir, the nerv building in 1914, and has con-

tinrred there since.
In 1930 a neln- St. Teresa's Catholic high school was erected near

the academl-. \\-ith the opening of school in September, 1930, all

i:ish school sessions t'tre moled to the nelv building,
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( #t a'r. ,:

U,erms per Session of firbe filontbg
Payaelu It't Aovanco

Iaundry, tuition

; Dancing at Proferqsor's terms.
Librarl- Fee

f se of T-,-lr:rrr.iter

Instrumental llusic, piano, Violin, Mandolin, two
lessons a rreek and one hour,s daily practice on
i nstrunrent

Boald, plain
Pi'ivate i'oont

$150.00

$50.00

$37.50

$37.50

$1.00

$5.00

$5.00

$1.0o

$10.00

$10.00

$5.00

$1.00
lessons.

*;-:

=..,: 
I Grabuati on fi ee

., t- i Course in flusic (Graduate)

-'.,; I - ^- -. ---.:." I Special arrangements ma5. be made for" private
.7: ,
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9csLemy of $rt. W,ttegil
Decatur, l!ltdnojg

6enera[ ]lntormstion

_ Founded during the first half of the sixteenth century,
the Ursuline ,Order has a record of nearly four centuriesi
experience in the noble rvolk of educating young girls, andits foundress, Saint Angela, is sometimes called tfre Seraphof Schools. During all these cycles of years, while nation
warred with nation, while kingdoms fell and republics rrorb,
the Ursulines kept the noiseless tenor of their way, devoting
themselves solely to the duties of their sacred calling.

The flrst Saint Teresa's Academy in Decatur, foundedfrom Alton, was opened more than bd years ago in a build_ing on Eldorado Street, opposite St. patrict<,s Church.Many were the trials and hardships those devoted pioneer
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Sisters had to etldule itr the eilrly da),s of the foundation.
Pi'ovidence pelri"ritted them to pl.osper hon,ever, and in 1g1-1
the uerr St. Telesa's u'irs er.ccted. It is charmingly situated
in the northei.n part of Decatur just on the outskirts of the
city lintits and rrithin easl'r'each of the street car line. It
occupies :rn eler-atecl and beautiful site comprising thirty-
thi'ee acles ri.l.iicfi affoi'd a.r.nple advnntage for healthful
exelcisc. The present site of the Academy is ideal for
boaldiitg ancl d;,r1- itupils, con.rbinirrg the advantages of
proxiinitv to the citl- ii'ith the quiet surroundings of the
coLurtlJ-. The stet,l -rritlctu1.e lire proof building is of red
bi'ick u'ith ii'hite tei.t.it cotta ti'in.unings. It is in reality
the u-e.:I r,,'inB its ir: the neat futut'e the Sisters hope to
r.i'ect the n-ril lrriil 1rlg :rnd the east l'ing, thereby making
St. Tei'e-.i..'s r,r:'.i ,_,i :}.ie gi.irndest Academies of the Ursuline
Oi'Cer 1n rir. \\'.,..t.

Aii d.;-,r,i'i::-..::.s i..i.i fitlnishcd u.ith every modern im_
I i'ovetr.:li 1l i-gi-:it_g. 1-.ertting, r.entilation and sanitary re_
;iiii'.lt--a.:.is. TlL.,-.:.,.-. i.Or11S, nrUSiC tOOmS, dOfmitOrieS,
ci,r.i:tg |.r,li, :tLd t.€ti'r.rt,r,lt l,oullts iri.e all arranged with a

'ie*-tr-r 1,}t1'sicr..1 cr:tr.-i,:,t, conr.enience and the influence of
e r,r'ii'onlrent u iiici, r,ii:ivate the rnind and heart.

The pupils ot ti.,. r.r.i.joLis depai.tnrents are ever under
:].ie care *.d s,.rper.r'i.i,,. of the Siste.s, and the social
ti':tini,g, teiiirente.t, ar.ci poli..h ircrluircd dui.ing the r.egu_
lai'Acadenric coui'se c,rrii'irriite be1'ord.ll estimate to a
]-ou,g \1'q111211's success i. r,fter, life. The possession of
-recul:ri' knou'Jedge alone does not constitute the true womarr
cif the Bible ivho,se \\'oi.th i-< be1-o1ci ltiice, nor furnish the
neccssal'1: elcr.Irents foi' genLrine sLlcces.i. Hence ilre untold
adi'antages affoi.dcd 1-oung gii.ls b1. tit:rt thorough system .

of educ.tio, x'hich i'efires a,d eie'ates the heart at the
sar.ne time that it der-clops the intellect; and as knowledge
a,d i,tellectual develop,ert ha'e of ttrenrseh.es no efficafyi, the fo'matio, of cria.acter'. trre gi'eatest importance is
attached to the religior-rs eientent, u.hich alone can guide
aitd stlcngthcn the ri'ill ancl keep the heai.L pure.
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I'oratron afiu Furpoge
' I -,...: outside the city of De-
: :1.,-:,i1on of litile girls and
: :.:_ijior,rs is to educate men_
- ._ ii,ils cornmitted to their

:..-

. , -- .r:. Drcatur by taking the
. -r.-,lt the Ti,ansfcr llouse.
. r . i,ddtesscd:

. \,-. -,, _\u, i,

- . - _..:l- of Illinois.
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