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Fonzs >~ owned by the nuns, originally =z:

udes about 20.35 acres in 1975 2
exclusions of acreage. On four ciffer-
z C ns land was sold or traded to the I1lin-

2z rzw=r Company. The portion added, by trade,

z2 “2in22 the north property line, fronting on Water,

urrently used as a parking lot for St. Ter-

H o
o+ O

2 X ori===_ consiruction: 1913,

criz=nz=_ owns=r: St. Teresa's Academy or Ursuline Academy of
St. Teresa of Decatur, Illinois, (The land
was originally in the name of the Alton Ro-
man Catholic Ursuline Convent of the Holy

Family, but by the time the structure was
' built, the Decatur Ursulines had independent
status, and held title to it).

very incomplete chain of title follows: (Source: Notes of
=ister Ursula made from the abstract, with Miss Charlotte Meyer
2ooying only a portion of those notes, March 25, 1975).

Auzust 13, 1830 - Parmenius Smallwood secured from the U,
S. A. through a land grant the NW 1/4
Section 2 of Township 16 North of Range
2 Bast of the 3rd Prime Meridian in ¥acon
County including 153.96 A,

Jeczmzer 24, 1851 - (on or about) Parmenius Smallwood died intes-
tate,

M=7 23, 1830 - Benjamin Davis purchased the entire =state
of Parmenius Smallwood, NE 1/4 of 3Section 3
(152 acres), the south part of the Nw 1/4
of Section 2 (104 acres), and the NW 1/&

L]
of the SW 1/4 of Section 2 (40 acres) - total
296 acres - for $14,948,

v (Assessor's office)
t. Teresa of Decatur,

~e
ula).
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the SW 1/4 ¢ c

22 acres of the NW

W= -y 190¢ - Hiranm Johnson sold to the Alton Roman
Catholic Ursuline Convent, 32,6 acres,

¢oDy of excerpts from Sister RBugenia's unpublished his-

Ty for information Pertaining the years, 1911-1918, These

XS include a description of the Previous Ursuline Convent

Zast Eldorado Street, directly across the street from the

present St, Patrick's Church, the decision to build a new struc-
r

ture at 2700 N, Water, and follow-up pertaining to the early
years, )
Architect - George A, Stauduhar of Rock Island, who had
also designed St, Patrick's Church in De-
catur,

3. In conversation with Sister Eugenia, one of three remaining
foundresses of tha Decatur Ursuline house, the following was
learned about the DPresent structure:

a. The exterior of the bu
cation since it was
door was added on
access to the St,
laundry facilities W
1929 after an old
housed these faecil

1ding has had very little modifi-
upied on December 22, 1913, A
north about 1930 to provide easier
esa High School, and kitchen ang
placed in an addition built in
structure that had previously
burned,
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be The basic interior structuy
changed, but uses of facilitie
dormitories for boarding stude the earlier
days have been subdivided with ons to increase the
numbers of private rooms, ezch i er own private
room today. What were once uss 1d an art room on
the first floor now houses a kin garter 'he first floor
retains dining rooms and kitchen ‘ floor houses
parlors, visitor's suits, offic s S recreation roon,
and the third floor has thirteen rivate rooms, an infirmary
and the chapel; the fourth Tloor has private rooms where
there once were dormitories, A1l is very well cared for, is
spacious and sturdy, '

¢. The major service of Ursuline nuns was originally directed
toward the education of girls; however, thsir Durposes were
So-stated that when co-educational Programs were needed, the




rving a mission in Oconee, Illinois,

)

2 Them. The convent at 2700 Norih Wzaz=r,

ncol for girls, elementary through hign

and day students, is the residencs -

nowWw teaching at St. Patrick's, St. Tho
igh School in Decatur, and at vacation

regarding the first convent and the orsnins

-~ Korth Water convent.
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From The Ursuli: zn unpublished history written by Sister
Bugenia O'Laughlin, 1iress of the present Ursulime Academy of
St. Teresa at 2700 Noz=x ZecatuL, Il1linois, The marticular selec-
tions that are guoi=i z-= Irox Zister Bugenia's record of personal exper-
iences, 1911 throuzn 1513, zni are to be found in Volume Ons of her un-
published history., Tasss sxcarpis are quoted with Sister Zugenia's kind
permission.

Charlotte Meyer
March 25, 1975
"At the ci = znnuzl retreat in 1911, I was missioned to De-

the nuns who were to be my community com-

catur, Illinoi =
ty; I little dreamed that this assign-

panions, I kn
ment would be
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"Sister Edmund Noonzn zni

arrived in Decatur by train, shortly be-

fore noon towards the =ni of Auzust., As we stepped from the train at th
Wabash station we wers ==: oy 2 courteous gentleman who escorted us to a
waiting carriage. Lzz=T 1 ned to my amusement, that the gentleman
was Mr., J. J. Moran, z iertaker; the carriage was one of his
funeral coaches!

"Since the convent (on zzst Zldorado directly across from St. Patrick's
Church) was only a few bl:ck" awzy, we arrived there in less than ten min-
utes, As I stepped into ths zarlor, I knew immediately from the delicious
odor permeating the air that zezch canning was in progress. The nuns, apron-
ed, sleeves and habits pinned up, gathered to welcome us. We were invited
into the kitchen., I was rizn:! On the table stood jars and jars of freshly

canned fruit., There wers several pushel baskets of peaches yet to be
peeled., In the middle of the kitchen stood Mrs. John Clark and her daugh-
ter, Marguerite, who was later to become our own dear Sister Margaret Mary,
In the doorway stood Marguerite's younger brother, Charles, who as a Jesuit
was to do such outstanding work zamonz the ex convicts that he has been
named the "hoodlum priest."” It was this Clark family who went into the
country to get the fruit for us,

"After dinner we were invited to make a hurried tour of the convent.
¥uch must be said about that house later. We found it was a three story
uilding containing twelve rooms, As far as I can remember the first floor
LO 51sted of a parlor, large music room, the kitchen and the refectory.
the second floor was our small chapel, some guest rooms and perhaps some
other rooms, I can't recall. The third floor supplied the community room
and the dormitories.

"After the tour I sllpbed into some 0ld clothes and went cver ic the
school, wnich was locatedjeast of the convent., It was a riﬂf builiing erect-
=i in 1232, It reminded me vividly of our old school at St. Peter zand Pzul's
in £Izon, Iz contained four rooms; two downstairs; two above. 31liding par-

‘ons b n iness rooms could be opened so that ones rcozm teczze T
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led to the marlor to

nith, A siim, tall, curly

the BEmerald Isle, He
a delightful Irish brogue
ring which I knew him he
ly kindly understanding a
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1" ..o

s
i

i

v, w23 a unique personality, a
tty

=5 o T T % it zr=ity thoroughly to really
w7 _--=__Iz=2ni, energetic, hard as
mrer -tz zToTf exterior. His name

carrel T e CmMers D Tisw- <-: itmafiztes things in his surround-
I, 1 Toomt e e D stopof owot-: Tzt Sorch of my new home I

el Do ol S Sl s ~ --r czthedral-like church across
e smoree, DT e Sopmme e 2 that our house was the
nrit e e oo e Zrozdway, that's a very
i e cmr— the Peter Mooney
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shape. On Sundays we sisters sat
21tar. When the church was crowded,
bove and around the ornate high altar,

A
of these windows depict ! ospel
urce of prayerful conte
n= clere story. The ed
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registration day whizzed by. At
21med! Like the old woman who lived
we didn't know what to do. The old
south of the convent, overflowed.
in use as a classroom for a long
-roblem. But something had to be

t

“Luerily ®© i =m -l 553 {where St. Patrick's School is
: . emann with courageous ingenuity

convarzed ry classroom, She and her
nt &) <+ and second graders, occupied

- -~n the kneelers and used the seats

m o

!

"

o

-i=2rces of any kind., At recess Sister

s

)

tn
)

und noticed some paper on
<, will you please pick up

on

of charity, can't you®
bout under the table.

iecided we must have a
zorn 2own and the new

"The yesar of 1311-1912 passed very swi ¥ for =2, Azain I was living
through history-zmakng days. Now that i wa2s rproperly estab-
lished all Ursuline houses wWere expectied “ependient, Decatur
was planning to = y for autonomy. ZXev Lucy who had been
appointed provincial in 1911, was our loyz zni staunch supporter.

six nuns:

The request for autonomy was signed by th




czme the charter mexbers oF

Iy,

e Do gomor = 2uTincony was received July 22nd, 1912

T Dewscwmmr Sormme gmers
R DT Sl & ..
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th= Superior of Alton; at that
reverend Mother Lucy's illness the
rz=iwv=z uniil November 9th of that same year.

Z=v. lMother Lucy came to Decatur, On

me Tor, e 2 for the signing of the autonomy

b 1 O v zxolained that we were free to sign
I LI rEmElT SN ©T Zo= Alccon nouse, She also made it cleartthat
T W= _zier fecifed Tz m=IiTT <0 Alton that too, could be arvanged.

cwEmo=r =, 1212 the following eleven members of
zIzm=3 the autonomy:

= Er_es Sister Alberta Ringemann
= I== _'Rourke Sister Paul Brewer
Lamsztzrcs ¥erklin Sister Irene Wucherpfennig
Tmz=miz 2'Laughlin Sister Patrick Hines

=Fwm® Noonan Sister Martina Holly
Sister Veronica O'Brien

cur signatures were attached the canonical elec-
clzce. Mother Celestine O0'Rourke was chosen,
czrsisted of only five members. Mother Celestine
Tive possible votes, After her installation,
with a sigh, "There's only one thing that

so young."

in her eye, our new Reverend Mother replied, "Moth-
worry you., We shall correct that fault day by day."

i

“ o

“aced with another tremendous decision. As time had

on, it had become more and more apparent that the "0ld
" must soon be replaced. If the old house had been, as
dilapidated in 1873, by 1912 it was ready to cave in on
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4% tns time we had property, but no money. In 1906, the Alton Com-
mrs Ty 2=d zcquired 33 acre tract of land on North Water Stireet. This

3 2
:zter iransferred by a Quit Claim Deed, to the Decatur House,
2 veritable "out in the country" section. It was
and a deeply wooded hillside., There were no raved
> trees, no anything! But, to us that barren tract
- tromise; the land where in our drams, we saw a




oren to the public.
be exclusively for ih=
wing ever materialized.

I that school year our little band of elsven w=s
« mempers, Mother Reginaz Bierbaum was admiize
3‘3. Mother Gabriel Fitzgerald was admitied in
er Rose Condon was admitted August 3, 1913, Th
t e new house, bringing our number up to fourtiee
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Cur young superior was a woman of action, farsighted and courageous.
= nzd a deep faith and a firm trust in the Providence of God., As soon
s zossible she began definite planning for the erection of the new build-
nz, for the reception of postulants, and for the acceptance of boarders.

[ EEL { U V2]

"Of necessity, Mother's first concern was for the obtaining of funds.
h2 and another sister went to consult Mr, John Fitzgerald, a lawyer, about
1andling their business transactions., He listened carefully as Mother out-
ined her plans. Then he inguired, "How much money have you?" When Mother
answered briefly, "We haven't any," Lawyer Fitzgerald leaned back in his
chair and regarding the two nuns in amazement, finally he remarked, "You
are either saints or fools."” Saints or fools, whichever they were they got
the loan. T

(™ UJ

~

"Immediately Mr, George Staudahar, the noted architect who had planned
St. Patrick's Church was contacted. Yes, he would accept the job., With-
out delay he drew up the plans, The contract was let to Polson and Polson
Brothers. Excavation for the new St, Teresa's was begun Tuesday, May 12,
1913, Ten men with five teams stzrted the work; later more were added.
The building was expected to be open November 5, 1913,

"Meanwhile many exciting things were taking place at the "014 Academy"
The new St, Patrick's School being ready for occupancy, we moved into it in
February 1913..uee

"In the meantime we were getting enc

o ing reports about the progress
of the new building. It was daily beccmrin

nd more a reality. Mother
ee for ourselves, She an-
2t the new 3t, Teresa's,

ura

S -

nounced that on August 15, we would have a picnic
Znthusiastically we welcomed the idea.

"That year, August 15th fell on Friday. The Holy Father had dispensed
=211 Catholics from abstinence; therefore, we might hzve meat, Miss Eliza-
beth Hayes and Miss Margaret Burke spent the 1l4th preparing the food.
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cal picnic day, not a cloud

..... T e W, >'clock Mass at St, Patrick's,
i ™ ™ =3 z21so Mother Teresza Breeman
mome o Jeesmoe,  Zos $is o-i-i-<ed to stability on July 28,

e lesms we T lmmesr T - c =

_r7=vs that were to take us to
== zz-out eleven o'clock., Miss
~ =2z_:r=2, while they laid out the

B e S gl e T
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'1di ng at 2700 North xatcr was ready
d gone out on Saturday to clean

On December 22, the nuns who were
early for the new convent,

i
losing of the "old Acadenmy. Sts

2zcunt of the last morning as described by

ned cenind to close

eave us., Was this
n ths old house? We like

= knew in advance of our leave-

ocre we should again enjoy such

£NOW LI that daily Mass would be im-

211 the Holy Masses were over,

*t criest his cup of coffee and

ked the vestments, candles, altar

ne few remaining kitchen utensils into a large

; ch good a;ster Martina had left at our disposal., Solemnly we

closed the windows and the front door,then stepped into the buggy, clothes

basket and all, We left the 0ld Academy at noon just as the Angelus was

ringing and arrived at the new Academy at 3:00 o'clock. A journey yes,

looking back with the eyes of 1970, it was. The buggy mentioned belonged

to Miss Margaret Burke, It was drawn by her old white horse and HKiss

Burke did the driving. ~

"After school (Father Murphy let us dismiss early)
faculty set out for the new Academy. It was bitterly cold it
the street car. Arriving home, we all set to work helpinz to unpack, znd
unpack it was! The furniture had all been stored in the t ro
part of :ister Alberta's kindergarten., Willing hanis az
to the beds which we had to carry yss, c2
flights of stens to the dormitory. At that time we had
i ix o'clock I,M, came before we knew izi; =iz

buckets filled one wnhols
who cared for that! We
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then we young people sat
idea what food we'd have,
~=ater in the upstairs of the

Zzoriel and the boarders had

_> sauce, bread and tea. Un-
neir sons - "gzo easy on the
zs Reverend Charles Dis-

ezated to ride in one of

2d, In some way several

WJW;m@ RIS

s e LmET, 0 e mer o 1-S-e - trsakfast and lay some aside,
B el oI apoointed first board-
s ILETE,, ST E pols sauce kettle
T e . e e read and aprle sauce,
et T EmE =l SEmee 63 tea, Dear M,
Pl I t fter our seitle-
~

sy was the first

B}

i mem W Smpe, =N DT :TTIUEC ths me use, w2 worked
i g S ol ws = T T Tzs, oy the
ey o . e o SETE we == 7 Js2_T 2T 2OmS 2t w2 want 1o
. Tl oo S =SFSmy Sy ure s TLo —eTs' CtacnesT = viied Dby

S D0 Weewer, amFeewiee @me © Do 1est S--sTcs, _n these days
TN TR WO ST DO 2 TN

e W TEeET RS WU

owning s
~221 called "Brush
=om= erected in 1910,
Housa, At present
. In early days
2ly to get "stuck
ot, had to get out

=¥ & T f Sometimes his language
solE e mel:e: ;s srow, Tnat was 27tsr we had acquired a big bus
frzmr Ty IT=me =mf Fzy, our two stout black horses,

stood, right in the center of
ad a "great-grandfather” cotton-
{ most 100 years old (1912) and had
orotests, but finally in 1916 when Blooming-

called, became a state highway this landmark
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It had been of great value in reckoning 43

zctly two miles north of the courthouse, It

South section line and only a few feet off the =

line, Travelers had often rested their teans undsr i< 1 ut to
us that tree was a menace, Its huge roots sSpr [

that if a driver wasn't careful his vehicle easily i

and the occupants were thrown to the oprosite side., ¥ e
tree branches hung so low that they scraped the high t =
T any kinid., For these reasons we didn't mourn the tr

"Zarly in the year 1914, the new Academy was blessed unier the
title of the Academy of St, Teresa, The chapel was dedicates to the
Sacred Heart, rFor the first tywo years we had no resident chaplain, so
twice a week ths young assistant from St, Patrick's, Rev. Andrew Smith,
said Holy Mass for us and gave us Holy Communion, He, if you can inm-
agine it, rode = cicyele, whenever it was possible, Remember there
Were no paved rozis, no sidewalks, Often he couldn't pedal through the
Snow or mud, th ® hide his bike in Downing's bushes and Proceed on
foot. Many n ¢ had to be "thawed out" before he could say
Mass¢vaa,

"Because we wsrs S0 Tar out and so unimportant, no merchants would
deliver anything, sc <hz 3%, Fatrick's faculty became the delivery boys.,
Every evening each 57 us carried a bundle - loaves of bread, packages
of meat, cans of milk, oounds of butter, Many amusing things happened -
one evening M,. Eizuni's ; cundle string broke. Out tumbled a loaf,
Before she could reir:es nan right behind her accidentally kicked
it, sending it half wa- . 0T course, we all laughed, This

set the embarrassed man 2 helped to make friends for us. An-
other day it was a milk i ! 1t rolling away but we took it
t ire

all in good part. By sireet car, we proved to the some-
times bigotted or prejud “R2% nuns could laugh and were really
quite human after all, th of ihe year many of those who had re-
garded us almost with hostiliiy hz3 o 1ite friendly, One lady who
had been especially distant, accerot n to visit the convent,
She chose a summer afternoon to mzk n the front door was
opened in answer to her ring, she st i u ised amazement, as she
Saw nuns in gingham aprons, sleeves nabi ed up, mop buckets in
hand, everybody busily engaged in suzmer n ing., When the visi-
tor was duly welcomed, she exclaimed, "I ed you people knew how
to work like that, I thought all you ev #2S 1=2a2ch school and do

embrcidery.....

held annually a

"In order to help pay the debt on our new house we
F 2¥S We nuns cleaned
1

chicken fry, sometimes around August 15th,
chickens some of which we had raised, many h
ladies of St, Patrick's Parish. On chicken )
ing, using all available space on the first floor of the convent., That
evening we washed, I didn't count them, but I'm surs it Wwas thousands
of dishes. We were our own electric dishwashers! 4ng believe me, it
kept us moving very fast! Somewhere between 12;00 and 1:00 we crept

tiredly but happily into bed, Hadn't we just earned many additional
dollars to help pay for our beloved 3t, Teresa's,,...
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w=_1 prepared for large sca
w= zz2cured the services of
==-~:siastic young farmer, pos-

'z, Zz immediately planned the util
that time our property extend-
B t

=

ot

uren Street almost to
< from Broadway to North Water
nidway between the two latter

~wW o § 2N

the creek was seeded with
spent hours weeding be-
creek was planted in sweet
-nions, radishes, strawberries
‘n zreat demand, we railsed bush-
-o7n until late in the evening,
<ne hot summer sun picked and

and marketed at sxcellent
annad, Sister Regina and I

“"Ivery sv=mimz we TLowsr, Tl zoxed strawberries., We
xrmonad rziisnes =mE oriors Pl c=s too, brought good prices

zrperztive in order to sup-

wnere the boller room
. Sn= not only raised en-
- mumnar

1uEber,

; Chicken houses were
“or hundreds of fluffy
* ‘ryers, not only
szch year, Our
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n
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<o keep., This

©
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Irish often refer to evenis by ¥
" or "It was during ths
Con Meaghan died." We, in
to the year 1918, as "the y
t year was widespread and disz
s, Few families escaped ani
ke flies until only two were
z=rve thzs whole, very 11l community.....




g t modern by the purchase of
i R g » side accommodzted not only
Tre & 3+, Thomas' alsc, Later too,
W P i ! zes bus proved to oe zlmost in-
TR IE 1% r T+ =we T“wiz-z:r-en ieacher could collect and deliver

z nocn trip.

ver went out during the winter

re "paved roads", extended only
114 1like as not get stuck in a snow

~ot words could have heated the at-

and did make use of the time, say-
Then again, when we did get start-
that time stop lights and traffic

a

or Johannes Schumacher, a European ex-
in Decatur. He gave art lessons at the
one of his outstanding students. Un-
and oil painting, Two of her master-
Woodland Scene" still adorn our walls.

of dire poverty, when earning and sav-

r forgot we were first, nuns, second,
rkers as we were needed. Since our pray-
ose at 5:00 A.,M, and retired late at

for the four hours of daily prayer pre-

wz2 Zife was not neglected., As teachers we were
-~ petter ourselves, Mother Celestine, our super-
v educated person, an outstanding mathemati-
devised ways and means for intellectual de-
-4 each nun to make full use of any and every

was Mother Celestine who inaugurated what

<2 ¥other's plan, the community was divided into com-
zroup was responsible for the presentation of an in-
-ruc-ive program at four o'clock each Sunday afternoon,
11 benefitted intellectually. They usually required
-search, The one I most vividly remember was The

a2s young and knew very little about our great state.

n Illinois enthusiast:

- hour, we were given the history of the state; sketch-
-~ her famous men and women were read; the symbolic

s+zte flag, the state tree, state bird and state flower
-~ the constitution were read and appropriate songs







interspersed. During that program I heard for t time

+2te song, Illinois. The idea of the Ursuline H s T
-~rouznout the Province.

'4n=n, by law, teachers were required to hold degrees, or oe wiTE-
‘-- <owards them, Mother Celestine put forth every ef¢ort to assist

in securing them, All our teachers, now hold one or mo
sne nun who holds a Ph. D. During those early days working

was a great hardship. It meant taking corresponjence cours
he school year, and required many years of Summer School work,
one fell by the wayside!

\
14

dition to boarders, girls and young ladies who lived at the
tended classes in the classrooms on the second floor of the
both boys and girls in another
n could, if they so chose,
jes and high school and be

s, after completing the third

we also taught day students
loor classroom. Al
their education t

=r d from the Academy
zrzde ttended their respe 1 school, either St. Patrick's
» 3t. James',

"*ateful to the pastors and par-

ly the two earliest ones, St.

r financial help, encouragement,

4 as we have in erecting and

Water Street, We are also deeply
izens :f all ranks and denomina-
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istance., Our only way of

mn
ot

peo nstantly in our prayers.
are th is world dreams of,"

t G tdone in generosity, will
een




ss . SERE
FkeTs emplod

of the products named
paid  over.’ sams

from 8 mill
Lion ‘dollars. This

Indicates  that
proaaction’ of corn  starch
d 835 ‘mill
@t owpr 35 millic
Wwrease cl 24 pvx mm

1Fe

the

in 1
A

winter

Spanish “';1: Vets H:

Annual Dinner \Iu"f y
Members of t

grans’ camp and aux

hy selected officers of

Hons will Bave -their an: .

ay in the Canton Tea Gar

orth Water -street i
regn's.as they had

were ini ¥ I ned. The change

necessary by the  fact

green’s will be Closed all day

rared with 1535
C-.rm!urh Consumption Up
that the tots] |
fi of comstarch sold in |
Ur'.t»r‘ {States the form of
te 1937 than h
with the ex-|
the first nine
though xmporfs,“

ive been less
:

a6

ear ft

tapinca ahd s
than one-half af
4 of

e wt they de

7, domestic

e i \!,,. =
s o lined '

e the same ne'-
ch ales of comns dec
_{C ontipued on Pnn 9

tarch

owing the

tinstallation of officers
inthe Knights of Co
{room, with Department C 1
fWaller F. Coolidge, Granife ¢

and Depariment Presiden,
O'Br:en, Chicago, as

ficers

Amm.g
nvi ins

dinner

resa's to Celebraté
Jubllee Next Sunday:

>« Have Marked Struggle ({) Develop Insti-
«tion; Bishop Griffin to (.i)fficidte‘

the anaual

\Ir@ Helen
D:
and Depart-
s NG “3’ ak,

3
E,
;} stri 'wO

Granite
nt Ina G
A‘ utant

W

1

¥
t 3
811 when & small pm‘g
&

2
e

which hasiin
L Teresa l: acres just beyond th
. will” bellimits—was wpurchased:
n @ Silver Jubi-! Tu o years; later,
Sund {500 a ‘.‘ Folson w
will beistarted. immediafely
- 1630 a. m. present academy. On [m
erend James A.lthe building was ready for occu| Beekeeperg (0 I‘ian
zheld, officiatin ney and ‘8 month later the new!
silver 'u’bflee gzapﬂl was gedicated | Exhibit for ln\w
served at the Father Murphy Ofﬂruted { ‘Members of the
Reservationsj . The solemhb high mass on that oc-{ Beekeepers” as
tasion was| celebrated’ by Rey their regular meet
am marks but|Jeremiah M{xrphv who still reignsMonday evening in
of the struggle, ias pastor 01 5t Patrick’s Catholic i reau building,
=ng before the {ehurch : 5 | street.
in 1014 It| After thel sisters took up their! The purpose of the meetin
ifall of students Héw Tesidence in the St Teress be to mm\‘* a 4
~creased to take academy the doors were opened to Eeneral exhit
largest in the gifls of all ¢reeds and ages. It was Farmers institute,
" geveral years, however, before debts | held early in Fl‘r
iibegan to diminish and hopel§ were | vidnd
turned to I«Fther expannrxnl’ Skatmg Is \0\\ bafe
In 192§ iat ‘the suggestidn of’
Bishop Oriffin plans were put un-| On L‘ﬂ‘e n Fa"‘ rew
derway . for | the erection of a co-. With ice on the pond in Fairvie
‘educational | institution, whish re- Park now thrv" and a‘hal
sulted'in thie St. Teresa high school, thick, it was pronounced for
skaling wyesterday and” was given

it cog in Decatur's pres-

: i{heavy use, Skaters als# were seen
: inn Lake Decatitr near the new.Nel«
= WITH T!!E SICK ison park boathouse. hut ice ‘on the
Dolores Dickson, who has been lake is not generally regarded as
il in St Mary's hospital, has safe. There is stil lopen -water in
gs'lutzjea to her home, 1320 East the center of th '}“kp

3 She wmay receive visitors. |

39

and 3

e .. dinner

ghiz~gf Colum-

Mogddy. - The
cloek

at 6o

3
’.".cnn

<3 ﬁ,n

= 3¢

e 55

1973 :
a2t six Ursuline
cz'ur from Alton
e2ucational . work
on by other
Eiderly nuns}
=as not  difficult
atur Dp‘lmes to!
=5 of poverty, for.
wnly the bare

& academy of

a small 12.¢
~ved as living q
: and a few. b
classrooms, ]

oves neated gl

-

d nches

- gafe

-

IF('KI FSS I)Rl\'ER Flwn

i ‘Arrested . by police Samrd_ay
rer :wem called to tbe home | Frank Watkins, “of rural route *S,
oy Mamamg of 9]5 East entered a plea of guilty to reckless
Justice

TN

| Lincoln avenue, at 7.41 last night, driving
wherc a flue was burning out,

betore

]Sch:oeder and paid a fine of $8.40.




(3

" This former hotel was ssed 2s Bulh convant and 3 chool from 185810 1913,

Decatur Diary un- Heralc

§ Sisters Bore Privations

2 Gillespie,
er Henrie







SV PN

i




PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 177

CHAPTER XXNXIII

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS

school was a private school for i
© b MMiss Shepherd in the late '50s {
DUrairie avenue. She left in 1858, '
the mext vear by Miss Barry. Sessions
"zt Main street. The school was con-
== until aiter the Civil war.

4 ; 1on erected a church building at the
cormer of East North znd Jazckson streets, the old frame church

twildiing, which had stood in the 700 block West Prairie, was moved
to the ot just ezst of the new church and was turned into a school
room. At that time Mro and Mrs. St Leger were conducting the
school They leit 1520 Thart iall Sisters of the Holy Names of |
fe =chool under the name of St. Teresa’s |
as superior. Their stay was short. Then
- Yoo of the Ursuline order, came and taught
urned to New York.

cnrollment had been growing, and a larger
Deczme mecessary. In 1868 the congregation purchased a ;
hotel building in the 400
] block on East Eldorado
- street. At first this build-
ing was used as a convent
and boarding school for
girls, while the boys re-
mained in the former school i
building. Tn 1873 the pres-
ent order of Ursuline sis-
ters came from Alton, led
bv Mother Teresa Gilles-
pie, and established St
Tercsa's academy. The

Jesas and Mary o

R

e it

i

B

school was incorporated in i
1884,

In 1835 a school build-
ing was erected next door
ty the convent. Both the
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173 S~ IORY OF MACON COUNTY

CONVENT AND SCHOOL

In later vears these buildings became inadequate. Then St. Pat-
rick’s congregation erected a new parochial school building at the
corner of North and Jackson streets, and it was occupied in 1913.
That same year the Ursuline sisters started the erection of a new
academy building on North Water street at the north edge of the
city. School was opened in the new building in 1914, and has con-
tinued there since.

In 1930 2 new St. Teresa’s Catholic high school was erected near
the academy. With the opening of school in September, 1930, all
high school sessions were moved to the new building.
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Terms per Session of Five Months

PAYABLE IN ADVANCE

Board, plain laundry, tuition .. . . . $150.00
Private room - .- ... .. $50.00

Instrumental Musie, Piano, Violin, Mandolin, two
lessons a week and one hour’s daily practice on

instrument S T T A $37.50
Lessons in Art . . . ., . .. $37.50
Dancing at Professor’s terms.
Library Fee e ¢ & s $1.00
Use of Typewriter . . . . . . .. $5.00
Entrance Fee (on first admission only) . . $5.00
Lecture Fee P P e . i $1.00

Graduation Fee

Academic Course . . . . | | : $10.00
Course in Music (Graduate) . . . . . $10.00
Certificate in Business Course . $5.00
Eighth Grade . . . . e, $1.00

Special arrangements may be made for private lessons.
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Academy of St. Teresa

Decatur, Flinois

General Information

Founded during the first half of the sixteenth century,
the Ursuline -Order has a record of nearly four centuries’
experience in the noble work of educating young girls, and
its foundress, Saint Angela, is sometimes called the Seraph
of Schools. During all these cycles of years, while nation
warred with nation, while kingdoms fell and republics arose,
the Ursulines kept the noiseless tenor of their way, devoting
themselves solely to the duties of their sacred calling.

The first Saint Teresa’s Academy in Decatur, founded
from Alton, was opened more than 50 years ago in a build-
ing on Eldorado Street, opposite St. Patrick’s Church.
Many were the trials and hardships those devoted pioneer
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Sisters had to endure in the early days of the foundation.
Providence permitted them to prosper however, and in 1914
the new St. Teresa’s was erected. It is charmingly situated
in the northern part of Decatur just on the outskirts of the
city limits and within easy reach of the street car line. It
occupies an elevated and beautiful site comprising thirty-
three acres which afford ample advantage for healthful
exercise. The present site of the Academy is ideal for
boarding and day pupils, combining the advantages of
proximity to the city with the quiet surroundings of the
country. The steel structure fire proof building is of red
brick with white terra cotta trimmings. It is in reality
the west wing as in the near future the Sisters hope to
erect the main building and the east wing, thereby making
St. Teresa’s one of the grandest Academies of the Ursuline
Order in the West.

All departments are furnished with every modern im-
provement in lighting, heating, ventilation and sanitary re-
quirements. The class rooms, musie rooms, dormitories,
dining hall, and recreation rooms are all arranged with a
view to physical comfort, convenience and the influence of
environment which cultivate the mind and heart. .

The pupils of the various departments are ever under
the care and supervision of the Sisters, and the social
training, refinement, and polish acquired during the regu-
lar Academic course contribute beyond all estimate to a
young woman’s success in after life. The possession of
secular knowledge alone does not constitute the true woman
of the Bible whose worth is beyond price, nor furnish the
necessary elements for genuine success. Hence the untold
advantages afforded young girls by that thorough system -
of education which refines and elevates the heart at the
same time that it develops the intellect; and as knowledge
and intellectual development have of themselves no efficacy
in the formation of character, the greatest importance is
attached to the religious element, which alone can guide
and strengthen the will and keep the heart pure.
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: ZLocation and Purpose

: This Instituti zted just outside the city of De-
catur, was founded for the education of little girls and
young ladies. The zi

: tally, morally and
: care.

ACCESS

3 i The Academy is reached from Decatur by taking the
o Edward and Pythizan Home Car from the Transfer House.
All eommuni ns should be addressed :
Mother S
ACADEMY OF ST. TERESA,
Nortk Wazter St., R. R. No. i
| DecaTURr, ILLINOIS.




