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sidress: 3196 W. Center St., Decatur, Illinois.

Dz2te of original construction: Approximately 1854, s .

Name of original owner: - Not knowng We ba Martln owned prorer* in 1573,
and it fluctuated among David, M. C,- and J. B, Martin. Possi ci
Luedy sold it to George Elliott about 1891, His son, Frank 2113

ott, took
it ever'abaut 1907,
u*thEX .- The house.is of red brick;-two_siory;;facingfspﬁth.r On the e=st

was a porch:enclosed on three sides. gnd a small porch,in £front. The win
are curved at the top rather than being straight across. - The house hzad
pantry, kitchen, dining room, living room and one bedroom downstairs and
three bedrooms up, with a front and back stairs, Mr. Elliott added =2 tath
upstairs,

Mr. Wilcox enclosed the east porch, dug out a basement with
bath, modernized the kitchen and bath, and made the dining room and l*\
room into one, and has only two bedrooms upstairs.

The walls of the house are all of brick and plaster, interior as
well as exterior walls.

For many years the place where the house is was known as the El-
liott Stock Farm. The house is located just west of Stevens Creek on what
is now West Center Street,

The story has come down to Mr. Zlliott that so much snergy, time
and material were put into the building of the house that its bullder lost

his financial stability. It is thought that the builder and his wife are bur-

ied along the north property line. There is now nothing to indicate exactly
vhere this burial would be,

(The above was written and submitted by Miss Dorothy Drennan, a
niece of Frank Elliott). November, 1973

Present owner's names: Mr. and Mrs. Art Wilcox, who bought the place in 1%44

from Frank L. Elliott,.

(See other side)




 and the State of Illinols, Warner & Beers,
lists "Patrons Directory for Harristown,
¥ilam Townships”. on Fage VIII. OUnier Har-

i
.

_isted:

Iativity G Settled -
Rt . . 'Enﬂland ; o 18R

The Hagtistown © cn ©. 15 shows George Elliott as the owner of 320

‘adres,’ Tract 16

—~

X¥orih Rande ZE, west -half of Section 5. His residence -

‘was at the sou-n

zdiz= A7 he racty east of School #3, located on his
'3202a¢?$s}‘ This 3= 2353 in 18Q1 plat book,




In a ‘phone conversation with Mrs. Marjorie Sullivan Wilcox
(Mrs. Arthur) on December 18, 1974 the following was discussed:

1st

The house 1s within the Decatur city limits - Just
barely.

The house was built at least by 1854 - earlier she
thinks.

One barn with dowel pins still exists.

There is high integrity where the exterior of the
house 1s concerned. On one corner (northeast) a
porch was added, and at the second floor level en-
closed for a bath.

The stone wall (fence) in front of the house is the
original. Mrs. Wilcox's understanding is that the
stones came from the farm. The iron fence at the
side is alsoc the original.
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; porch /s though it ‘were ‘being directed by |

wwtﬂ ?wn
AN QLD vy WINDS iin and out of’ the :

1nv151ble fingers. The poré{h and the house |
are old and growing wea. ter; some say xt
was_built, 90 years: ago.” he vine, 100, i

old: as it grows old ‘it gra’wqmonger £
1 hlS Ixfe, something more . than three
smre years " Frank- Elliott ‘has lived there, in
‘the  fivst’ hous@ west. of Stevens. Creek,” on j
Grand avenue .road. -‘The house easily would

! builder Tost his"financial stability,

£ house, and his wife, lie -buried along the
1 north ‘property line. At the time of. their

stand: another hundred of years, so stqrddy sl
it bullt. The story has-come down to Fraﬁkb
that S0 much energy, time and material were [\
 putinto the building of the house; that atg ;

‘The Macon county piut published in 1073
lists . the name of W. C. Martin as the owner |
of the property, According to the story that
‘has come down 4.0 Frank, the builder of thef

burlal the plot was marked by a rail fence
Their son:came to the ‘neighborhood 'a, few
years ago and camped in the front yard near |-
the old house.. At thaf;time he tcﬂd Frank‘

where “his- father and mother - were" buried;’
There is no record that we can hnd in- any
I\'L:COK _county history-of this Mqrtm famllJ. R

WE DO HAVE IN -MACON {,OUNTY a {3
very detzailed and readable record of property '
changes “in the ‘county. - With the assistance }
of Clifford . Bell, the’ r'cn.ux'ty recorder, we

- were able to find & record- of 23 many

+ siteof “thorotighbred, :mlkmg shorthorn cat-f

mxlkmg herda.

ilé"’g;" Lol a»&z nwuat

»property‘ changes to- title. for -this property

‘many: bxographAes weula be lost.

as there are roding hllls s.upon it. - :
" Several ‘times the. pI‘OpE rty ﬁuctuated
‘back and forth, in and ‘out of the hands of
the: Martms, 'David, M. C. and J. E, Martin’
be:fore it came into the hands of the Elioit
famx]y If it were -not_for-county recordsg

The main item of interest about this fau‘mE
from the htandpomt of production, is the fact
that: for 72 years it -has been the breeding’

tle, The ongmal stock Was 1mported from
England due to the 'nﬂuence ot Henry Pick-
erel.’ i
] We sat beside Flank Exhott, on a bencn 1
under a-shade tree,, mst inside the old iron
fence that surrounds the ' lawn. We turned |
the pages Of ‘an old ‘ledger that--had been |
kept up-by his: father Many times-we saw :
entries of- cash received for cattle ‘he had
sold, *Lhat came to $30£) ‘and $é00 a head.
At no. place in the’ old ledger was it neces-
sary to. make an entry in red Sheep, hogs
and other live. stock havﬁ had a chance to
prove theu‘ merit’ from time to- tlme upon the
farm, but nothing has ever shown' the fav-
orable resuits produced y - the s‘northom

FRANK’S FATHER George Elhott was a ;
student ‘ot blooded stock ag well as'a raiser. |
In a room on. ‘the segand “floor, is;a- large
assortment Qf books all pertaxmng to. the
cattle raising’ ‘busine

The ivy vine ‘at’ tﬁe front door has grewn
to’ the size of. a woma; s.wnsts in dxameter‘
Its branches stretch out i1 ¢
Thxs SUIMer. 1t h yvorked ite way thrcugh
n upataxrs, and spread‘
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. Sales  of: residence : properties)per :
“ ¢losed in the last week: were: per-| W &
. haps not .quite 50 ‘numerous as in|ple
the ‘previous week, or . two,: ;
there were more’ tha
number of - very: substantial: s
dences changing hands.: For s
eral weeks previous the sales ha 1
been confined ;almost to middleise-

. and. cheaper class houses.
: ) " most interesting  of
: es was that in which Art}
Wilcox, proprietor of the Wayside

‘%% Inn, purchased the old Elliott farm %i

just northwest of the city from|,
Frank Elliott. This is the attract- T
ive farm of rolling pasture land on @
both sides of the West Grand ave- iy
_ nue black top road beginning about o
: the Stevens .creek pridge -and ris- 1’{ wid
ing slowly to the west to the road B o
.+ running north toward Bearsdale. |3
3 Near the top of the rise along YL
the road is one of the old fime, | ¥
well-buili and well-preserved brick a
farm homes. It is Two-story and{® .
P

as about el ht rooms and even the

‘are of brick and plaster.
heavy timber is used in the ‘con- |
gtruction and portions are fastened
ogether with dowel pins. " o
" House 80 Years Old S
.. The house 4s about 90 years old.
. o It iz almpst covered with ivy vines
: e ‘and the lawn surrounding is kept
i attractivg_;conditior’:.' ‘There' are
. three barns including one evident-17 4
: ly as old as ‘the ‘house,” as dowel|n¢
- pins were also used in it. There is|
also’ a garage, a chicken ‘house
and other small buildings. © .

i R R , i There is 160 acres in the farm, ¢

e ot

" ‘larger portion south -of the Toad.|a.

e
outh of the highway. = Stevens’|in
reek borders a large part of itrf

. There is much timber. an that part

: “and ‘about 60 acres are ‘in culti-{n:
~vation, the’'rest in pasture. Mr.|8"
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