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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
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LIBRARIANZ?®S REPORT

May 31lst,1893,

‘I
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Decatur,Ill, May 31,1893,

70 THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OF THE DECATUR FREE PUBLIC I.IBRARY!e
I have the honor to submit herewith the Eighteenth Annual
Report on the eondition and statisties of the Publie Library for the
year ending May 31,1893,

At the time of re-opening the Library in its present quarters,
Nov.1lst,1892,we began & new registration of borrowers,issuing a card
for two years only,requiring a renewal at the expiration of that time,
This plan has been used with satisfactory results in other libraries,
obviating the annovance and lebo¥ occasioned by *ealling in%all the
cards at one time, Since we began the new issue 2645 eards have been
issued.

Sinece Jan.1s1,1893,the Library has been open during the hours
from 12 t0 1 and from 8 to 7,thus giving the publie continuous library
service from 9 AM,t0 9 P,M.each week day. The result has been very
csatisfactory many who are employved availing themselves of these hours,

Frequent inquiries for new ca.taiogues show the great need of be-
sinning the preparation of one as soon as possible, We hope to get
some helpful ideas for this work at the meeting of the A.L.A.and the
Library Exhibit at the Exposition this summer., The re-classification
of the Library is a subject which will also demand our attention soon,

|
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. been added. ©Of these,3085 volumes were to0 replace books destroyed by

-5
o

The total number of books on hand at the time of the last

report(May 31,1892)was 6,661 volumes. Sinee that date 5,154

she fire,1970 are new additions by purchase,and 99 are donations.

z5 yolumes are worn out and off the shelves and 5 volumes are missing

and unaccounted for,leaving on the shelves of the Library at

date, 11,775 volumes,

===00=00=m=
CIRCULATION,.
whole number of books loaned during the year, 64,531
rargest * . *  in one month, 7,561
gnaliest * * ° woow @@ 4,017
_ Largest ° 5 8 "¢ & ¥ gday, 830
7 Smallest " . ® . .o 71
Average ¥ TR . #onthly, 5,795
o ’ ’ . . deily, 231

£
oo

CLASSIFICATION OF CIRCULATION.
Literary & Scientific, 14 per cent
Prose Fiction, 45 ¢ ¢
Juvenile a v "

vols neve

present

Number of Cards issued(new series)since Novem,1,1892,---- 2,645

VISITORS.
Whole number visitors to Reading Room during the year, 49,259
Largest * . " ’ # 4§n one month, 6,558
Smallest * : ' ¢ g ae ®__8 3,104
Largest * » ’ . ¢ * s day, 498
Smallest * : 8 " ’ U I 43
Average " s 0 " " *  monthly, 4,427
. » ' ’ " daily, 176
L) B n

Total both R?d’g R'm & Library, 113,790




CASH COLLECTED,
mount collected for fines,

. : T LANeS, m e e $120.70
0ld papers 80ld,-eveecevece. 8.55
u ’ ¥ non-resident eards R — 12.00
! . ! lost & damaged bOOkS,eecemen- 5.25
$ 144,50
NON-RESIDENT CARDS,
Linn Waltz, one year card,------c-cemu- $2. 50
Walter Mills, * @ A -2.50
May . . & S P 2,50
Miss Montgomery,1-2 * ¥ eceeeeevnnnoo 1,50
Miss Nora Smith, ®* 3 # cacccocccacan. 1.50
F. P. Roddy, L T a—— 1,50
$12.00
LOST & DAMAGED BOOKS,
WoHoHatfield,-- ---------- 1.25
Miss Kyner,-ceeeeveneenn- .95
Miss Ricketts,=ecrememmu- 1.00
FW.Wismer(guarantor)----1,00
Mrs.H.Bartholomew,-=vwu-- 1,05
$ 5.25
DONATIONS,
U.S.,Public Documents, 69 vols,
Rev,M.M.Goodwin, 21 ¢
Sunset Club,Chieago, 1 @
Mrs,Anna Newton, : ©
F.R.Shull,
A, G, Webber, 2
Capt.Charles Bendire,
Mrs B.K.Durfee, i .
Miss Tyler, B
Volta Bureem, i =

- e - O BT O @ e S



o,

READING-ROOMS,

The Reading‘Room is supplied with 81 Papers and
follows:=- 8 dailies, 37 weeklies,2 semi-monthiies,and 34 monthlies.

0f these 61 are purchased and 20 are donated-

The following is a list of papers & periodicals purchased:-

DJ’\I LIES s

Chicago Times
Chicago Tribune

WEEKLIES.,

Frank Leslie’s Weekly
Harper’s Weekly
Harper’s Bazer
Harper’s Young People
Youth’s Companion
New York Herald

The Critie

The Graphic(Chicago)
ILiterary Digest

The Nation

Life

Illustrated American

I-MONTHLIES,

Literary World

1 ONTHLIES,

Felectie

Atlantie

Century

Harper

Magezine of Art

Book Buyer
Lippincott

North American Review
Popular Seience
Nineteenth Century
Chau teuquan
Contemporary Review
Popular Seience News
Musical Visitor

Arena, Cosmopoliten.

St.Louis Globe-Democrat
St.Louis Republie

Nachrichten aus Deutschland %ec,

Seientifiec American
Seientific Am.Supplement
Springfield(Mass)Republican
Electrical World
Christian Union

Waverly Magazine
American Field
Tllustrated London News
Seience

New York Ledger

Sunday School Times

The Dial

Carpentry & Building
St.Nicholas

Anerican Agriculturist
Leslie’s Popular Monthly
Library Journal

Forum

Review of Reviews
Educational Review

Home Magazine(Mrs,Logan’s)
lL.adies? Home Journal
Seribner

Fortnightly Review

Sei ,American, Awch & Build.Ed,
Columbien Exposition,Illust,
Wide-Aweke

Periodicals,as



The following is a 1list of papers & periodieals donated:-

DATILIES.,
) Decatur Republican Decatur Herald-Despateh
Decatur Review Decatu® Bulletin
WEEKLIES
Blue Mound Independent The Golcen Rule Sentinel
Blue Mound Leadey Union Signal Voice
Moultrie Co.News Woman’s Tribune Bethany Echo
Warrensburg Enterprise Patent Office Gazette
Warrensburg Times Macon Leader
MONTHLIES,
' Cook?’s Excursionist. The Illini, Christian Seience Monthly

—reee0=0-000-0-0r=--

All of whieh is respectfully submitted,

B s g g B 8 Be B O BB o g B e e e S e e P e e -

Librari an,

UBLIC LIBRARY,
"Ea'y 31, 1893.
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NINETEENTH

ANNUAL REPORT
O F
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
OF

DECATUR, ILLINOTIS,

Publie Library,

June 1,1894,



ANNUAL REPORT of the PRESIDENT and BOARD OF DIRECTORS of the -

FREE PQBLIC LIBRARY of the City of DECATUR,ILLINOIS,

To the HONORABLE MAYOR and CITY COUNCIL of the City of DECATUR:-
GENTLEMEN: -

We have the honor to submit herewith the NINETEENTH Annual

Report of the condition and statisties of the Publie Library for the
year ending May 31st, 1894,

It affords the Board great pleasure to report a constantly in-
eresasing interest shown by the publie in the Publie Library. This is

speeifieally shown by the faet that the visitors to the Library during

%, &
the past year numbered almost 96,000 as against about 6%,500 last
NJF;
year;and the number of books loaned was nearly 08,000 as compared with

£
less than 48,600 last year,

To aceommodate this inerease of business the Board has felt it
necessarv to secure an additional room for a reading-room- This has
baen dope at an additional expense of about $300,00;being $150.for
rent end heating,and $150. for fatting up the room ete.

This,with other seemingly unavoidable expenses has ecompelled the
Board to over-draw their account about $520.00. This we have done
very reluctantly,as it has always been the policy of the Board to keep

its expenses within its appropriations,and we exceedingly regret the

' necessity of having to ask your Honorable Body for a small inerease in

the appropriation to meet these expenditures., We trust we shall be

abls to run the Library in a mapner that will be reasonably satisfact-

ory to0 the publie with an appropriation of $4300,00 for the ensuing

yaer,
All of whieh is respsetfully submitted:-

i
e ——— e S it o — =
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STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1893-98&.

R

RECEIPTS.
From appropriation for 1893,-cc-cecomaan--. - mee=--%&4000.00
Rebate on Insuranee policies,----c--eoo. e to . = 25,85
Donation from Mr.Rosenthal through Mr.R.JI.Hunt,--- 10.00
Rebate on Ireight Webash R.B.,~~reccocccacmamecnane 18.49
Pines g0lleéctad ~ccovcncccnmmccmnmcccccnccccnnnan- 161.01
Papers S0Ld, e —cmm e e 5.15
Non-rasident cards,----c-ecmmrccmmcm e 12.00
! Lost and demaged DOOKS,-ee-mcmcmmccccmucmcmcmcnaa- 9.00
CLibrary binders S0Lld,e--eemmmmm e 1.20
Y Anount over-drawn,1894,c-ceececmeacena T 2o S o 521 .48
$4764.,06

EXPENDITURES.,

wAnount over-drawn, 1803, s cemcm e e e $ 359.24
BALAYIfS memm e e e e 1862.25
B T R et 187} .2
Bindingymme e mm e e 312.80
cPeriodicals memmmmm e mm e e e e ——— 187.70
Purpiture and fixturag,----c---- cemem——- ————————— 227.09
Rant and heatlingje=emmeremmccmme e e 525,00
INSUTANER, meme e e e e e e 231.75
Lighting,memcmmm e e e mm e e —————— 161.23
Preicht and drayage,--ccmemmcmmmmcc e e oo e 15.68
Printinge-mememmm e cmemcemccr e — e - 18.00
Clzaning room§,-=m=mcc-cmmmmmm e e e —————— 38.89
B R Tt e 8.05
Ineidentalsemmmmme e e 35.70
Stationery,c-ecmmmcmemee- et e m—————————— -- 9.00

B . S R e S e PR e e e -

CONTENTS 0P LIBRARY.

June 1st,1893,-B00ks on hand,------=-=-- —————— 11,776
Additiong--
BY pUTrehase,----=--== panen JOGE
b donationg,—mmemmemee—- 1456

¥ magazines bound,- 27 27
1174
Losseq--__-
Lost and paid for,--—---- 9
Worn out & temporarily off
the shnlveq, ---------- - 44
Withdrawmnfrom use e=m=---= A
Lost & unaeoountﬁe for,-- 3

- B G S g VSN B S SR ST e g

60
Rumber of books now on hand,June 1st,1394,---312,889. vols,
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C

whole numbeér books loanad
" f

Larygest i
gnallest ¥ o u
Largest " ' o
Gaallest b ' 0
Average " . R

] 1] i u

CLASSINIC

IRCULATION

duvring the year,--------80,883

in one month,---cmemmu- - 8,539
g R oamaaseesd 5,758
B 1\ R — i 781
n u [

- e e e S P e e

114
menthly, ~-eemeecccmeeeaa §,931
daily,---- 271

- ——— . -

TION GF CIRCULATIGH.

Literary and sciepntifie,------14 ner cont

‘rose fietion,

Juvanile,

________________ 50 ¢ w
..... —ea e esneaagy B ¥

MEMBERSHIPS,

Nuaber of cards issued during th> vear, 1287
Total sumber cards now in foree,-------3982

Whole number visitors to Reading Room during

&Aﬁllqst u # #
Largast B R #
Snallest ¥ L) a
Average ° a 4

Y i P B

Total no.,vigitors t0 bokh

For fines,
014 p¢
Non=ra
Lost & danaged bookS,==--
Library bindars,-

Allie Davi
Walter }Mills,"

I1da Mills,

apers soldy----

YIS1ATURS

4 F L ¥ N—
’ i % ona day,------
i i ] '] e .
. i monthly, m————-
0 §

. o = e S

daily,

o
(6.4

Reading Room

CASH COLLECTED.,

we-==-=%161.01
5.15
12.00
9.00

—— . -

sident, eards,~=s-==

$188.36

NON-RESIDENT CARDS.

$,) vear eard,------==-==52,050

“ “ — e O g g - ..4.50
9 W ] o o 2.50

Luey Kratzer,6 month card,--------- 1.50

Miss Bunker, ®
LMrs Montgomery,

N o PRESISI——, IO
o _ O B,

e P e g S e e

$12.00

1,680
A, 432

4,233

620
72
5,245
207

-



MO%’I 5. —)AT x.ﬁul“} L}OOKS.

Al;iqoh,Lo“t pook l.uG
BentlJ Harris i P £ ¢
Walter xcm\m et ee e e 1,00

Miss Ra \h]J_-_“__----_,_______ 1.00

Corinne hﬂ&oi*:_--__,,-_-_--__ 1.40
'\1.1.11(,41 ..4351,0‘1’:v--——----—--.....-..._ 80
niss uayx,-__--_bk-__ ISR S |t
I".ij.l.l.l.) P}'?‘\S’;.i\’-*-u---\-—————_,...—- ‘-1-'0

r

OO e e e O e e e e w—

$9.00

DORATIONS,

U.S.Governiianty==-a=131 voOls
Voloodhillemmmmemmm
Sunset LJhu,Lh ¢ago,
C.A.White

Y e L T
l,___h‘ 2] :‘Ll,-—-—n——-.—.-—

~1B3 M D)

- m e - e e

;VL; .qélﬂ,ﬂ, =SS —

145 vois.

and pa2riod-

The Reading Roewm is suppiiad with gkmx 85 papers

icals which are always accessibie to the publie;65 of {hese are pur-

chagsed end 20 are donated., They are divided as follows:-

Dailiegymmemmem-=nn- 8
Weaklies,~mremce===239
S?ﬁi-monthlies,—-—-_ 2
' Monthlisg,mmmemmme==00

Total, 35



PERIODICALS IN READING-ROOM,

The following is a list of thoge purchaseds: -

DAILIES,
Chicago Time St.Louis Globe Nemocrat
Chicago Tribune St . Louls Republie.
WEEKLIES,
Anerican J'iald Nation
Critic New York Herald
Electirical Vorld New York Ladger
Graphie Outlook
Herper?!s Bazar Publishers? Weakly
X Weakly Scisnge
i Younyg Feople Seiaptific Anmerican
Illustrated American Sei .An.Supplaasnt,
Leslials Weekly Springfiald(iiass.) Republican
Life Sunday Sehocol Times
Literary Digest Waverly Ma azipe
London News (Jliustrated) Waeckls Current

neehrienten aus Deutschland  Youth?s Companion

SEMI -MONTHLIES,

Literary World Nial

YONTHLIES.
Anerican Agricultbturist Library Journal
Arena Lippinentt
Atlantic Iiterarm MNews
gookbuver tagazine of Art
Carpentry & Duiiding Mugie
Century North American Review
Chautauquan Nipateepth Century
Contemporary Our Little Hen X Women
Cosmopoiitan outing
Lelegtic ransy
Educational Review Populear Science lonthly
Fortnightly Fopular Sci2ne= Naws
Forua Review of Reviews
Harper Saint Nicholas
Ladies? Home Journal Sed .Anerican Architect
Leslie?’s Populéar Monthly Seribner

Journal of Spee,Fhhilosophy,

The following are donated:-

DATILIES,
Decatur Bulletén Decatur Republiean
Decatur Harald-NDaspatlch Degatur Pﬂvzﬂ'
W=2aklies,

American Youth,(don.by C.R.Vait.)
Blue Mound Leadsr

Golden Rule., (Docatur CL.E.Union)
Jacon J.eader

Moultrie County News

Patent O0ffice Gagzette

Puek. (don.by Mr.Rosenthal)
State Sentinel



Weeklies. (Cont’4.)
Union Signal ((io;z.by W.C.T.U. )
Wamrensburngniarpxiﬁau
warrensburg Times

Woman’s Journal (don by Ars.Adelaido C.Foulke)
Wonan's Tribune {don.by w,o TUL)

P“\'Oi‘\ TE‘HIIES °

Christian Seiengs Journal (don.unknown)
Cook’s Excursionist

Th? I1lini, ( Champaign Universs ).

e




SECRETARY”S REPORT
TO THE
LIBRARY BOARD
FOR TH= YEAR ENDING

May 31,1894.




SECRETARY!'S REPOR

TG THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS of the

DECATUR FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY:-

I hereby respactfully subait

finaneial and shatistical condition of the Publie I,

anding May 31st,1394

RECEIPYTS .

From appropriation for 1893, --csmcrrrnmmcncnammanas $4000.00
ebate on Insuranee policies,eecceccmmmccnmccnnnas 201D
Jonation from hir.Rosenthar through Mr. R, I Hunt, === 15.00
lepate on freight,Wabash R R.emcecccmccmmccmcaas -- 1E.49
"ines eollectad,) cemem e e - 161,01
‘apars s0ldy----- e —————— e 01D
lon-régident eards,m-ceecccmcemccmaas R 12.00
.08h and damaged DOOKS;--meemmmeccmceoanoo ——————— 8.00
Abrary binders sold,, =-eemeecccmcncrcorcocmaaaas 1.20
Loount over-dravwmn, 1804 ccmm e o -=-- 52L.46

84764 .06

EXPENDITURES,

Anount over-drawn,1893,--e-cccacmaom- e ———— $ 369.24
Salaries,~cacccca- - e ——————————— —mmm-= 1002,20
BOOKS y e e e e e e 1871.72
3inding,e~--- A 5, 0 55 050, R 4, B R B G 31.2.80
PEFI0010018, mrancrnmenarme prom e s s eme e e - ————— 187.70
Furniture and fixtures,----cee-- ———————————— —————— 227,09
Rent, and heating,------o--o i U ————— 526,00
LORSUPEINYE ; e s g s i e —————————— —————————— 231.75
Je8e i g S S S S S — --=- 181,20
Freight and drayage,---eecemceen-- ——————————————— 6.68
A | - S —— IR |- & ; |
Claaning rooms,---ececeace- " o e ————— 38.86
1e8eaanno. e —————————————— 8.08
Lol dentalg, —— e e s E— i S S —— 35.70
BRBELONBEY, svommmonin oo sie i st PRS- - ——————— 9.00

54764 .08

the foLlowing 1

“ha

m

L.

ibrary for the year

@nort of the
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Twenty-second Annual Report of the President and Board of
Irectors of the Free Public Library of the City of Decatur,Illinois,

To the Honorable Mayor and City Counecil of Decatur:

Gentlemen: -

We have the honor to submit herewith the Twenty-second Annual
sport of the condition and statistics of the Publie Library for the
sar ending May 31, I897,

The report of the Secretary which is submitted herewith, shows the
mber of books in the Library/to be T5, 962, an inecrease of IT27 over

ist year,

The number of btooks loaned ruring the year was 87,2TT, an increase

*atont 1300 over last year. The mumber of visitors to the Library
i1 Reading-room during the year was 184,218, an increase of over 10,600

rer the previous year.

It is to be remembered that in making these comparisons the present
zar on aceount of moving was only eleven months long.

e think that the above, conclusively shows the increasing interest
aken by onr citizens in the Pablie Library.

Feeling the necessity for more room, the Board concluder to move
0 more commodions quarters and are now setiled on the fifth floor of
he Powers Building, en the corner of East Main and S. Water Strests.

he rooms hav. been fitted np for us in a very neat and substantial

amner, and being more commodions, we reel that we can better serve the
blie, and those who wish to study and use the Reference l.ibrary.
O

Ir rent and heating expense will not be increased by our change of
#rters, and the aetnual expense of moving was paid by Mr. Powers.,
Wertheless, the change has b=en attended by considerable expense. We
Ve been obliged Lo have some new cases for books, some new tables,

M to have the tloor covered with linolenm and carpets, which has cost

—tea A

—



lincnr an indebtedness of some eight mndred doliars, bat we feel con-

conly to pay off this over-draft but to enable ns to keep -ur Tibrary

1§ some five hundred dollars,

peen compelled to make within a year or two if we had remained in our

The most of this expense we shoi1ld have

old quarters, but its being incurrec all at one time has compelled ns to

fident that your honoratle body, teeling the interest in our Tibrary

iwhirh we are sire yo'l Ao, wiliL give ns an appropriation sutricient not

sy to the high standard which we flatter ourselves it has atiained. We

5

_the law under which our Tibtrary is established, by which yon wilL see

|

are compelled to ask yon for an appropriation nf 6,000,

We respectilly beg leave to call your attention to section I of

that the approuriation we ask. is several hunrdred Aol . ars less than

the amoint we are anthorized by law t receive. The city/assessment of

¥

1896 was 3,437,072, two mills on which amoint wonld be six thousand

eight hndred and seventy-four dollars.

All of which is respectfully snubmitten:

o



To the Board of "Nireetors of

The Decatur Free Publie Lirrary:- , )

T herewith respectfilly sibmit the toliowing report
of the financial and statistical condition of the Publie idbrary for the

year ending Nay 3T, 1897,

Receiupts,

To Approuriation for IS968-7 $4,800.00
To Fines Colliected 158,40
To Nnn-resirdent cards, 5.25
To lost and damaged books, 7.47
To catalognes sold 10.75
To book rent « RO

To Amomunt overdrawn May 3i, IR897 280.63
5,263,00

Expenditires. {

By amount overdrawn IS96 $131.63
" paind for salaries 1,732,992
" paid for books I1,395.06
" paid for binding 589,24
" perindicals 2X1I .95
" paid for furniture and fixtures 170,59
» " rent and heating 475,00
» " lighting : I51.30
§ " insirance 267.08
" " cleaning rooms 15,10
;s " 1e0 10.00

" "

incidentals(inelnding Arayage.) 63,69

" " printing 44,89 l¥
1
. " Membership in "A.L.A." 5,00

5,263,00



Books on hand Vay 3I, IRYY

I5,962
" lost and missing 20
" purehased during year 1,259

State of Illinois,

county of Nacon,

I, Mary w, Barnes, Secretary of the Board of Ni-

rectors of the Free Purlic TLirrary of Decatur, Illinois, do solennly

rear that the foregoing statement of the conditi n and statistiecs of

e Titrary is true to the best of my knowlerdge and bvelier,

Secretary, Library Board,

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Pnbliec, this

y of June, A,D,I897,



NDecatnr,I11. 2\ N aouy . ‘97

To the Board of Direclors

Of the Decatur Public Library:-

T have the honor to snbmit herewith the twenty-second

mal report of' the condition and statistiecs of the Publie Tibrary
-~ the year ending May 3I,1I897,

Contents of T.ibrary.

ne 1,I896--books on hand----- 14,835

Additions: -~

By Purchase= « = = = @« « « =« =« = New 370
“ - = @« = = = = = -~ Renewais 28Y
By Donation = =« = =« =« @« - « « - = 126
" Magazines Bomd, = = = = = = = = = 126
Total added- - - - = 1510
Losses:--
Worn Ot= = = = =« = = =« - - = = = =309
Withdrawn(not to be replaced.) - = - = 7

Mplicated- Qphhxélm".tluQAhNYWf&jJL”J».%u) - o8

Lost and paid for.- - - - - - - - - 1k
" and nnacconnted for- - - - - - - - - 20
Total losses- - - = = 3853

me I,1897--books on hand---- 15,962



Circulation.

Whole no. books loaned Anring the year-————-——-—ae___ 87,211
Largest no. books loaned in one month--—-—-—e-—ceaa-_ ¥0,I03
Smallest no. books loaned in one month----- ——————— 4,605
Largest no. books loaned in one Aay----==--ae_oo_ 864
Smellest no, Dooks loBned it one ARY-wewcecesmamon 239
Average no, books loaned monthly----——eecacoccacaaa. 7,928

" " L S B S ——— 334

Glassit'ication ot Circnlation,

Literary and Scientific---ceeemammmo o 5%

Prose Fiction=-=--m e e e e e e e e 52%

Juvenileseeme o e e e 33%
Memberships.

Number oif' cards issued during year--=—-e---emcmaeao 9_"()0-_.)

Total number of caris in forca-cswescessss snss ~——= 3,702
Visitors.

Whole no, visitors to Reading-room rAnring year----97,007

.

Largest " o " in one month------ 2,628
Smallest v . e " eeeeaa 8,987
Largest " - “.in one fAay-—===e--a- 930
Smallest . " i e 348
Average no. * o "monthly--=-c-cecaaao. 8,818
= " . " o Adaily--eeeemeoooo 367

Total no. visitors to Reading-roon # Library------ I84,218



'!-.----------I:_____T:j------..-.!!...........ll..lll

Cash Collected,

Amount collected for fiNngSseescccacuamacaaccccaccaas $TR8. 40
" . " non-res. carAS--—-—=-—me—meaoooo__ 5.0n
5 " " lost and damaged DOOKkS==--=--waa- .47
" ® " ecatalognesS. _ _ o o o 10.75
: " TR0 PR e i 50
R PE T e et P 182,37
Lest & Damagerd Books,
Char}es lL.anx .88 Kenneth Wood .70
Fred Yount .88 Mrs., O.L..Allen .70
W
Plossie Huff .75 Sam Powers .50 ,
A\
Frank Wilson .84 Elmer Miarray .88
Charley Blenz .84 Verna Willis 5RO
Total-===- 87,47

Non-resident cards.

Stella Brooks 6 month card----$1,50

Nrs. Bonehamn e i I.50

Ernest Bear " " I.50

M.H.brooks 3 month " .75 {
Total-=-=cea-a £5.26

Books Repaired,

Number of books repaired in Library----—-—--—-——e---a- 578



Nonat.ions,

I.I.Crocker-—~J J. F.Schoch-=-1
S.R.Harshman---T7 Mrs., A.M.,Hawes---20
c.H.Me Cormick---I Dr. W.J.Chenoweth---1
N, Bendire---1 J.A.Connolly---16

B. Hessling---1 A.F.Barley---I
A.C.MeCinrg A& Cos--1I J.D.YVandercook---1I

Good Gov't, Pubh, fo---T Chicago Civil Service Comnission---I

Factory Inspector Ot Ill.---T1 F.,Shlaideman---3

$.S.,Jack=---40 J.S.Government---25

Perinrdicals,

The Reading-room is supplied with 114 perindicals whiech are
ys accessible to the pnblic: 79 orf these are purchased and 35 dona-
They are divided as foltows:--
les-8 Weeklies-38 Monthlies-63 Fortnightlies-2 OQuarteriies-=3
Dailies.
>ago Times-Herald. St. Louis Globe-Nemoecrat.

Tritmne, " Republie,



Weeklies.

american Field.
nritic.
Flectrical World.
Harper's Bazar.

» Round Table.

" Weekly.
tllustraﬁed American,
leslie's Weekly.

Life.

Titerary Digest.

Tondon News.(Ill.)

Masical Conurier.

Nachrichten aus Dentschland.
Nation,

New York Herald.

New York Lerger.
Orange Judd Farmer.
Ontlook.

Puck.

Publiec Opinion,
Publisher's Weekly.
Science,

Scientit'ic American.
. "  Supplm.

Springfield (Mass.) Repnb.

Sunday School Times.

Waverly Magazine,

Week's Ourrent,

Youth's Companion. 2cops.

Fortnightlies,

The Dial,

Quarterlies.

Literary Worlnd,

American Historical Review,

Cyclopaediec Rev. of Current History.

Poet Lore,



oy

Arena.
Atlantic.
Bookbuyer.

Rookman.

rarpentry and Building.

fentury. 2 cOps.
fhantanquan,
nontemporary.Rev.
nosmopolitan,
mmlative Index.
mirrent Literature,
Eclectic,
Edncational Rev,
Engineering Mag.
Fortnightly Rev,.

Forum,

Monthlies.

lLLeslie's Popnular Monthly.

lLiterary News. (Free with Lib. Journal. )

Lippincott.

Magazine of Art.

Me Clure's Magazine.
Missionary Rev. of the World,
Minsey's Magazine.

Masic.

North Am. Rev,

Nineteenth Century.

Our Little Men & Women,
Outing.

Overland,

Popilar Science Monthly,

. "  News.

Public Libraries.

Harper's Mag. 2 cops. Review of Reviews,

Kindergarten Mag. St. Nicholas
Jenness Miller Monthly, Scientific Am, (Architect & Builder.)

ladies' Home Jonrnal, 2 cops. Seribner's Vag

Library Journal.



Missionary Periodicals--Donated.

Missionary Herald.

Baptist Home Mission Monthly.
" \Missionary Magazine.
Gospel in all lands.
Helping Hand.
Home Mission Monthly.
" Missionary.
King's Messengers.
The Kingdom.
Message & Deaconess Advocate.
Woman's Missionary Friend.
" Home Missions,
Tidings,
Missionary Tidings,
Deaconess Advocate,

The American Missionary,



Donations.

Dailies.

necatnr Bulletin. ( Pub. ) Deratnr Repibiican.(Pub.)

n  Herald-Despatch. (Pubs.) o Review. ( Pubs. )

Weeklies.,

Rlne Monund Leader.(Pnbs.) follege Rambler,
Golden Rule.(Decétur ¢c.E.Union, ) Monltrie Co. News.(Pubs.)
patent 0ffice Gazette.(U.S.Gov't.) Twentieth Century.

Union Signal.(w.”.T.U.) Warrensbnurg Times(Pubs.)

woman's Journal . (W, ,T,U. )

Monthlies.
RBook Reviews(Pubs. ) fhristian Science Journal.(Miss M. mrtee.)
nook's Excursinonist, High School Observer.

Salem Billetin.(Salem Pub. Tibrary.) Tenn. University Mag.

All of which is respectinlly submitted,
()Q&JLQJ_ Qd. %JLKrOuY\b'

Publie Library.

-élgxxﬁﬁuu&IBQ?.
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Twenty-third anmal report of the President and Board of 31-
tore ot the Free Publie Library of the ity of Deeatur,Illinnts.
To the Honorahle Mayor and City Council:
Centlemen:- >
Wa have the honor to snabmit herewith the twenty-third an-
1 repnrt of the econdition and statistiecs of the Piblie Library for
yoar ending May 3Ist IBSSR,

The peport of the Secretary herewith guimitted shows the naimbar of
ywe in the I:i'f::*ar\" to be I6,850 an increase of 888 over last year. The
art shows the nmber of books loaned to be 96,64R8,an increase of
177. The number of visitors over last yesr,58,784. The past year has

the most, brnﬁﬁernwe one in the history of the library and shows
nelusively the prowing interest in the livrary 2nd a deep and profaand
jterest An thé advance oi erdncatinn,

- %e moved into aur.new rooms in June 1897. We hs#ve found the rooms
h&e to accomodate the 1ih?arv.p0qqesstnq every convenience,well light-
| and ventilated and are adeguate for the reqiirments of the library
it1l sueh time as a publie timqarv miilding shail he erected whieh we
e to be in the near thture,and we fesl the publie sentiment ics strone
{ in favor of an exelnsive bailding for library, It st be apparent
» yonr Honor and the 0itv Cnnneil from our reponrt that the pnrhliec have
1lly approved our removel to our present rooms by the liberal applica-
lons for books and by the many visitors, All this 1s very pratifyine
v Lhe board of Atrectors.,

Tt 18 with sincere regrel we have to rﬁﬁﬁfa.tﬂﬁ death of Lwo valned
muers of the hoard.,

r. Wm.A.Barnes dled A1e,.20,1897, He was president of the roard
T over 21 years, he was nntah}v careiil and considerate in the dis-
naree of his ﬁuti@s as preﬂiﬂpm%;hiﬁ'garvlceﬁ were invaluable,always

aking a personal interest in all the detalls of the library.

o -
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- Books newly bonund-

I08

" re-bonnAe 8
b
® repaires i- 11hrary~ 899

. READING ARD Rupg: 5 3
READL) FERENGE ROOM

yisitors to Reading-room Airing year-

¥

0. H ¥enormick I

Mann & N0, 1

Rev,J,.R,Schoeck 1
F.R.shmll 1
Miss Alice Tyler 1
{inknown sonree b

U.S,60v't, 85

I24,587

it . = " " in one month 13,325

" " (1] " L L1} 4 849

|

» = " = " Aay T,030

" " " " " " 206

" " " monthly 10,383

" " " daily 411

* o * and lihvrary 201,247
DONATIONS,

S.8.dack TOvols.,

Fpank Sehlaudeman  vols,

vol.

-0



15 eating-room ¢ SULL 11 n with g
(’,, ; Iq

: Periodicals,whieh are alwara
e to the Biblie; go o o

St.Lonis Globe-nemocrat.

- Repnublie,

5§  Weeklies,

Orange Judq Farmer.,
Ontliook.

Publie Opinton,
Publishepr's Weekly.
Punk,

Selence,

Seientifie American,

" " Suppl.
Springf'ield (Mass,) Republiean,
Sunday Sechool Times.
{Jnion Signal.

Waverly Magazine,
Week 's Ourrent.,

r )
Youth's fompanion, (2 eops,

e S Young lLuatheran.(Intherans, )

Qlaﬁeglies,

‘?’t-erly Book Review. (Pubs. )

i it



Kindergarten Mag .

Lardies' Home Journal, (2 cops)
Library Journal.
Lippinecott.

Literary News,

"f£ f Little Men and women,
MeClnre's Mag.

Magazine of Art.

Missionary Rev. of the WorlAi,
Munsey,

Masie,

Nineteenth Century.

North Am., Rey.

Outine,

Overland,

Popiilar Science News,

Publie Libraries.
St.Hicholrs,

Seientitic Am. (Architeet # B)

Seribner.

Woman's World & Jenness Miller

8,00
117.63
55, 08

8,64
1034 5§

$6L94.70




: "Btin- (= 3 ;',-‘— :
g Pubsg, ) Peeatur Republican, { Pubs, )
pld-Despaten, (pups, )

¢ Review. (Pubs. )
e Heeklies,

~ Atlanta Constitution. (mMp.pinn. )
. Biue Mound Leeder. ( Pubs, )

‘;Bralletin & Good Roads, { Pubs, )

o
Bl

r s

2

ghristian Fndeavor World,

(C.¥,.Union, )

At
A

Noultrie Co., News, (Pubs. )

patent Otflce Gazette. (U.S.Gov'y,.,)
ﬁent!eth Century. (Puabs, )

| fonist. (Pubs, )

n's Jonrnal.(w.(’_.T.l‘L.)

FPortnightlies,
lege Rambler, (Pubs,)

Monthlies.

I11.71imate # Nrop Serviece, (U.S.0Gvt)
n Ko, (Baptists,) FLand of Sunshine. {Pubs.)
n

Migssion S8t idtes,

fnl.{&iiss Mrfee, ) Missionary Herald.

Viissionary TiAdings.
Salen Bulletin,

Wonan's vissionary friend,

« b1
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Buaa&ur Free Publie bibraryz~
I herewiiy Fosveectimlly submit the following report of the

.g Boayrn or hirnct,ors ot “i"

conrtition of the Pitlie Librapy or the yenp

RECEIPTS

propriation June I897-

#3500, 00
sary Tax Jamiary 1898 1000.00
3 ; " March " 2000.00
colleeten- 176. 58
.;f}asident cards- 6.00
and damagerd book s- .
‘ 6,50
1,00
£6694, 70
ﬁ; P A YPENDITHRES,
’:v¢June [897— & £280.63

o204, 88
339, 558
547,156
239,658
212.00
391,10
475,00

42,50

#




Secretary.nibrary Hoard,

4

bed 8nd gworn to refap- M2y & Notary Publie,this
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ﬁ rfmn%h annus] report of the - ?

ﬁeepubllc Library of the

i sIllihois. |
the Honorable g .
2

et

je submit herey

statistics of the Public qibrary Por b
5’1&*\6’“&5 heve with o s lay 31,1899
! »Showy the Number of books jp

Teport 'H.}M

hich hag entaj

%ﬂytobe 17,500 VOolumes, 1y Librarignt

1mﬁﬂ1detqll the woryk done, a3 of

led g great
Systematising the f

work orf the Library

¢ Jabor for the purpose of

B o its Patrons. e would ask g careful consideration of
afacts set forth Srciig ol v s

= T, which 7111 ,we Ffee

and that thejir efforts have the approval

Harge nunber of Visitors of our own city ang the frequent vVisitors

uir places,

dgrowth ang Prosperity of the Library is now an established fact.

westion that arises is,can we keep pace

s

with the growing de-
Hmer%ﬂing Public? Qur best efforts will be directed to that
ﬁ“mWBWith the hearty co-operation of your lonorable Body. We
Hmmegmmth of the city and increased assessment of the proper-
mmmwenmy look for a larger sum from tax (ation,in order to re- B
%mxemur@ments Of. purchasing books. We find there is a very ‘
#gﬁgonthﬂ part of the citizens of Decatur for a Public Li- I
?%mgmm We feel it is a matter that should have attention,and
@Mbetakﬂn under the law to raise the necessary amount.

H

v,

ir

2et w the cordial
mhtlt 1s an improvemsnt that will meset with

g?"'”

: & ered by the Librar-
I%&hetb able and efficient services rendere y

T
¢ endorsment o
'.thbr vell as all employes,and publi

arisn,ss v =

/

H
i = o visitors. i
L Impartiz] sttention shown t



2

ﬂdxespectfully o
10

. g for the coming
Jl

pour Library jg _ gty ..
i

I meet with the un
i

eRured. thet ¥
Hanimoug approva) of

: il SCanrnm 5 l
jif hich 15 respectpyy g,



f the library

ﬁo
. just closed nha
W *8 been a busy one
-
the e
?395 289, number of Visitors to the

total of 216 107 VlsltOI‘C‘ to the 19
ke 2l rary.

e in the ¢ Lk |
ww%ﬁ irculation has been Neticed p
¥y most Public 1
J -

af the country and is accounted for by the int
erest’ in the

£
5 %)

ican war, whi
SPaper reading, hence

Ws being drawn from libraries.

Lthe reference department e us
! the use of the books has increaseq

l. . - .
gurk of re-classification, shelf-listing, and labelling the

¥, of which we spoke in our report of last year, has been

The books were prepared for the new charging system dur-

— B

gptember, an additional force of helpers being neces-—-

a.dictionary card catalog was begun. It is being

and is progressing as well as we hoped. |
So far we

of fiction,

This means that

13 have been written. We hope to have the catalog,
| a week or soO-

‘‘‘‘
U

S oted, put out for public use within

e —



AV,

0 endeavored to give mopre attent
P

tlon thig last year to our bul -
wh}wplng that the Pictureg and reading—lists would help sug-
_‘,sthat might be enjoyapile Or helpful to our readers,
L’pﬂrchase of books has not been ag large thig

year ag usual

s €8-=
K] = .
5 the line of more €Xpensive works of reference,

The aim
ykeep UP with the popular current Publications,

and to fill in
18558y books in the weagker Classes,
!

while giving most of oup
\ the work of arranging the T'esources of the library in the
{

a fOT its intelligent use, as befors referred to.
?

ipe TIOT'® important works added are:
;

Seeger & Guernszy- Cyclopae-
factures and products of the U, S.; Traill- Social England;
b

ehion in Paris, 1797-1897; 8Suffolk & Berkshire, earl of-

; ereau~ Dictionnaire des contemporains.
e of sports; and Vaperea D

|
g received a gift of 255 medical books from Dr. Packard of |
ity through the lMedical Library association which was organized
.:;nld of Philadelphiafor the purpose of utilizing wasted medical
;eall over the world". Our library, having received a member-
s association through the kindness of Dr. E. J. Brown, will be-
imipient of such gifts from time to time. The books came too
Bomted in with this year's work. - g
?librérian attended the meeting of the American Library 01899

i M )

Hemood, N, Y., in July 1898, and also in Atlanta in May

ief discus-—
3 e of the chief
Hh yere very profitable meetings. one o

ess to the
r free acc

8 kt1ant etine was on open shelves, ©

"8 Atlanta me g v

2 Y a to
n and hope

¥ I neartily in favor of the pl

1 Teadem' am -

iy 1 T arsSe.
3°Pel’ation here before many Y€

rd, at-
g of your Boa

artan g, ¢ tne staff, and two mOmDET

~=-dn, three o

G s 1d in Cham=

2 ggociation he

et I11inois State Library &
e ing of the

- This
: uctive-
) nd lnstr
t""‘i&!‘lw’2l.22 hich was both enjoyabl® & change ideas
= ? s+ Lo meeL <
e | te an opportunity ©O
S¥llang of the state ¢ '

7 icht papers,
many brig

L s, ho Liscel to

B Droblens in their wWoro

f our state university,
of O

sy

! 114ing
'} \ ary bul
30 86 the pesutiful 1ibT

cted by e

: . nov‘r
hich 18
TPy whil

sg She

' u
**rf,-nhe Library school cond




£

ﬂ

s eetings gj :
‘of’ﬂhese m 8BS give uyg g new lmpetys
;

Sity,

kamifor our library, which we

¢

: : f the price %
‘;gductlon 0 of non-regident cards

from 82.59 to $1.00

peen 2 Wise changs

ma, Nl a 3
| A Ny people hav1ng already taken
"

advantage
price,to obtain carqgg, -

e talk am y i
158 peen som alk among certain meémbers of your Board in re-
;keeping the library open Sunday af‘ternoons

;staff should be specially commended for faithfulness to duty

ne earnestness with which they enter into 211 plans for the suc-
B ,‘“ ;

ia

. gi. #n :
e 1ibrary. —

glibrarien wishes to express her appreciation of your encourage-
tw-operation in all plans for the library's prbgress.
Respectfully submitted,
| k\'\ce. .. Ewa«'\s-
Librarian.

fblic Library.

E@' &5\ .1899.
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B magazines bounge. -
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I3 oo =
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53 : 8
B dithdram,not deduetea

préaviously- .

B .
g Lost and peid fore 5

,;:st and waccountsd fore

=

ok8 on hangd

- " Y b » & n d
accordine: to classification.

.- we e

~A0
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e
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CIRCULATING Dipany

Reﬁistrmtlﬁn.
jssued during thg yvan

B (irculation,

gy,

|53 TS
i = ~ Thi

> W

ks loaned durin

——
R e :‘r“-
-

5 ’:.(}

-

pooks loaned in ono

14 "lo'fl't}l_—_____-“-

pooks losnsd in

1 one ;_‘:,nth..__.___________ o o o

pooks loaned in one day—wem—mee—___ 790

books loecned in one de

‘jw-r———-—___,___ 1.-:1

loaned monthly

ane Ly L 7,774

looned daily——emeecmmmaa . 299

ification of Circulation.

3 S £, 0 - rp
and Scientific ——-—-———-—1.\,.,359-—-——-4. Sy

i
ey 3 P A = AT ‘
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B Binding and fepair

ped 1N 1iDPArYea—men

vl 8 to Re ding-roon
visltors t Hling-room in one nonth

yisitors to Reanlling-room in

O

ne day

tars Lo Rsading-room and Library

donations,

Ge e APTI010 wwmemwm=w—= 1 yol,

ot

M Calrnseeme e
siisighloye—mmwmmmems 1 "
, 8tate Gov'i, =—==== 1 vols.
# fencher's Assoc.l vol.
al Librory Conf., 1 vol.
B vt g —omomeem= 1 VOl

Bllastopdeeamemwawm—e 1 "

i o R % "
» iy F‘. pal:‘e:'n—-—-ﬂu-u-’ﬂu i
o “y S . 1 1"
Ry ason fub, Lo e H
"

ra Club Sound lon@yJon. 1
Y 14 0heldon=mmmmmm= w51,

" . . 2
1 am i‘;'- F T trpen vr '-»’(:" o ma A 1 v':)-h'

Ko dy oy W A f

"

149 Tongg..m.._......-“ ; 4

st 0

bod Statas Gov!t.-—=

veraity of 11i.—=--= 1 "

GO ol e = = =~ == 7 e T

7 433

592

357
10,234

394

216,107
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e ——
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EERIDIIOALS,

dalliag,

hﬁ pu’blim; 87 of thens

ieg~38 Fortnishilieges

daokliogs.

Jsortnichtliss.

Association,

poon 18 Suppliod witp 113

pariadicula,whlch are alwayg

P8 purchasog ang

:onthlias-&& Quartﬁrli@a~3

wte Loudi Globe—aamoorat.

Opublic,

OW York Times. (Sat., Revieow. )

4

Lir&m:\:'ﬁ Uuaﬂl J'!:ll‘.":"‘f)r’.
uutlook,.
Publlic Cpinion.

Publisher's Weekly.

Saturdey Zvening Post.
caturday Seview,
selanca,
Selontific Amarican.

" *» Supplement,
springfield (iass.) Republican.
sunday Schesl Times.

roekts ourront.

!
vouthi's Companion. 12 copa. )

Dial,

f

Literary Toride
2




PERIODIGALS,

5-i0nthl i 2o

et ]

4 suilding,

¢oDS. )

Reviaw,

8X to Periodicals.,

Popular .ionthly.
v)

Table,

Pigan,

agazine,

durnal, (2 cops. )

Quarterlies.

“liistory.

re,

fan Historical ..eview.

Le londe Moderne.
Library Journal.
Lipgincott.
Literary News,

(Frees with Library
Journay, )

Little Men ang Wonan

ol 3 . $
clure's wagazine,

+18381omary Rev, of the worla,

Ninetesnti ventury.
North American asview, |
Our Dumb Aninmals,

cuting.

Overland ..agazine,
Photograrhic Times, 1

Popular Science iionthly,

e —

Popular Science lNews.
Public lLibraries.
Review of Reviews.

3t. Nicholas.

School Review. |

u
—

seisntific ;mcric?!f (.rchitect
and suilder. ) i

scribner.

LY

e
I
18
|

oo
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(Pualls‘“ 8. )

" { ‘
i ek 132331‘&. )

.pggpsstch.

N Le-';'ad‘;'l’. Suh Lien "
Iy Ganette. “

ity and Uood Roods., v " :
tan indeavor World., (O, T iimg 4
8 C0. NQWS. i-u‘::.vi‘;-.q-”a Ttk -.
ork Volee, " o

gffice Sezotte, (U, i oav't,)

Eignal, Lire vy -|a Wim )

gfonthlies, ,
g {

kissionary.

. Hlsalonary . azalng, |
Reviows. (Fubl rs. )

r*u

y Suiiding Qe zr 2
tg Sxoursionist. |
ipas sdvocate. (.
d Bulietin.
filmate and Crop Jervice., (I11. Jtate ov't. ) 1

City Li::m..,,r e i
gy Intellisanc:
e A8QOoYil.
Tidings.

g Pﬁbuc ,,101‘ wy ulletin

,5’151&1.1%1?1.
Hdome Conmpanicn.
latheran. (inglis: uthoran Church) g
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4 201
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st

B Expenditurss.

| AI Lo -ﬁ..
amgn
# 8 “Xpenses to

I

E
884 Supplies
A

Library

22463.75

Confersnces

099.84

-=36,730.65
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Secretary,Libbary boarqd,
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