Macon County ”ﬂ"::::;L Zoordinating Counesd — -

Address: 560 Powers Lane

Legdl description:

Assessor's Subiivisicon of a2 part of the W 1/2 of SE 1 & o7
Sec, 15 Twnshp 12 § zznz= 2 Zast of 3rd PM.
Date of original constructionm: 13173, h

Name of original owner: Irznk Z2nlauisman,

Historx:

1. An incomplete chzin 51_0WS#
Oct. 4, 1905 X J. Fred Given to FrankSchlaudeman,
Dec., 1, 1919 = Tarr (Frank Parr).
July 10,1924 < . L=Forgee,
? 15 Frzn¥ z=2zzz2n,
May 24, 1972 to Znilip 2. #¥iant.

2, Data from availabls ciiy 3irsctories:
1907~ Missing,
1908-1918 Frznk zn? Josaophine T. Schlaudeman.
. 1919-1920 Georze Z. Conover,
1920-1924 Frank J. Zarr,
1925~ i
1926-1950 ( orgee,
1951-1967 Isad=1 7, LeForgee,
1968-1972 ' nk 3saman,
1973- Phili (iant,
NOTE: Frank Schl ed on i Webster when he becade head
- Decatur’ r family,’

-

3. Data from assessor's office:

R stories, 14 rooms, ’

Wood frame, stone foundation, brlck exterlor.

Gable roof, medlum pitch, tlle. ‘

2 porches,”

Hardwood floors.

Hot‘water heat:

3 natural fireplaces. '

Blacktop drive 10x120 (1967).

3 bathrooms, 1 2-fixture toilet room,
 (Dec. 1967 - remodelling) °

* (See sketch'on n=xt masze)
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3. Sketch below:
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4, Bradley Cantrell describes the house as.follows: (1975)

' The Schlaudeman- Lenorgen home was. bullt in 1908. Its everall style
is Georgian, but this home is m#ore of a transitional home moving into th=s
modern mode of architecture. Points whichigive it a Georgian appearance are
the balustrated central portico with dentilled corniee which is supportes
by Ionic columns,.. The d@ornay is. very . Georglan wlth 51delights and fan-Iimmts
arranged in a palladian manner as is, the central dormer.; Points which ar= =et
true to style but add character are the lintels ove; the
Federal influence, the second story central window which
homes of its peried the heavy central dormer. The. plzain
ing eaves are two points of the modern mode - of arch_»e tum
namented and simpler.
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History Cont'd.:

‘ 5. Attachments Continued:
] c., March 17, 1968 Sun. Z. =z Z, 3ssquicentennial column, rszz—iing
‘ early automobiles Iz Zeczzur, including Frank Schlzuienzz's,
4, Obit, Frank Schl sman, Auzust 27, 1937.
e, Lake City Publisnins Zo,'s Forirait and Bilographical Zscoxi of
Macon County, Illi=azis, Cnaizazo, 1893, p. 439 Biography of J=s:e

LeForgee.

f. S. J. Clarke Puzliszing Co,'s Past and Present in Decatur ani Xzcon
County, Illinoi=, 122>, oiocgraphy Charles C, LeForge
g. dJudge Nelson's _-izy 27 ITscztur, etc., 1910, pp 726, 727, biegrarny,

h, Feature y on 2. Z. _2Torgee, June 16, 1938,

i, Obit. C . _2Torzs=, _n=f=catur Review, June 23, 1951,

Je Obit. Mrs, -, 2., Lsforzse, Docatur Review, July 19, 1965,

k., Sunday Herzld, =z, 17, 12£7, Beaman remodeling of 560 Powers Lane

1. Sunday H.&R., ¥zv 2, 1271, 360 Powers Lane included in tour of nome:.

m. Sun. H, & R,, Jz=. 11, 1°7&, Decatur Diary column, Trial Lawyer C.
C, LeForgee Had Fow Tfsers,







EDWARD HARPSTRITE

Was born near Ettenheim in Baden,'February eighteenth, 1828.
In 1833, his father, John B. Harpstrite, came with the family to
Kmerica, and after residing a short time in Pennsylvania, two years
at Dayton, Ohio, and then at Delphi, and near Terre-Haute, In-
diana, in 1844 settled near Lebanon in Clinton county, Illinois.
Mr. Harpstrite was sixteen when he came to this state. In 1825 he
married Dorothea C. Rubsamen of St. Clair county, ‘and began
farming for himself in Clinton county. In 1855 he moved to a
farm in Wheatland township, six miles south of Decatur. In 1860
he engaged in the brewing business at Decatur, purchasing a small
brewery. In 1865 he formed his present partuership with Henry
Schlaudeman. Various improvements have been made, and the De-
catur steam Brewery is_now one of the completest establishments of
@M His wife died in October, 1876. He has
eight children living. He is a democrat, and in 1880 received the
democratic nonination as member of the Board of Equalization

from the fourteenth Congressional district. He has twice repre-
sented his ward in the city council. / >
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liw‘_irz_ﬂ SHLAUDEMAN, an educated gentle-
u man and prominent business man of De-

catur, is Yice-President .of the Decaluv
Brewing Company, and also [ the

rewing Lom)
Decatur Ice and Cold Sto z_o Qo::r::s 11is en-

tire life has been passed in:this eity, where his
birth occurred on the 17th of June, 1862, Under
‘the parental roof the'd of hig b
passed, and his primary education was i [hired. in
the city. e ‘af , -
y of Illinois, at Champe ,nﬁ:

yhood were

rward

the publie schools of

tended the Unive

taking a five-years courso-as 4 o wanical engineer
‘ p<d v

in the mechanical department. 'He was then grad-

uated from that institution. in the Class of '82,
with the degrees of B. §.and M, E. After his
graduation he went 1o~ Cleveland, OEO. and en~
tered the employ of the Brush @HS:@ ?mi OoE-.v
pany. He worked in all the departments of that
company and became familiar with every detail of

the business. Later he spent six months in ,,O_
c

electrical work, but events eaused him to abandon
It two el

this plan. However, he | brio ina-

chines, one for | o factory and one for

bottling worl of three-
fivst < iy
ine of ten-horse

mMmoLor purposes 1n

horse power.  Ho |

-

chine in Decatur, n

power for exhibition purposes.

In October, 1886, was
of Mr. Shlaudeman and Misg Josephine Baum,
in Springfield, Ill. They have a
on Webster Street, and, are well

Beegpia cal I3

lebrated the marriage

whose home w
pleasant veside

2o, He had expected to ‘devote his attention to

pand

el of

known in this community, having many friends.
F'rom his boyhood our subject has been familiar
with the brewing business, and in 1886 entered
the brewery. Since that time he has given hisen-
tire attention ,: the business, and has practically

been
manufacturin

ITe has entire charge of the

ment, and |
superintends the oflice and sales. 'The property
covers a tract of several acres.  The Decatur Brew-

LE& incorporated on the 27th of
o capit of $50 . Its
Shlaudeman, H:.omama‘f Frank
‘Shlaudeman, <8m President; and H
Bm.@?roo:é\:% and f. asurer. It has a capacity
rof 3<m_;< thousand barrels annually, with an an-
uc@,_d:m,:emm,cm fourteen thousand barrels, and
thiey purchase about fifteen thousand bushels of
barley, ‘mainly ‘grown in JTowa, Wisconsin and
Minhesota. Employment is f

brother Harry

fur
Ahiree men. o The bottling works are se|
the: brewdry. . Mr.

ied to twenty-

v ofvrood bu

The Decatur Brewin
the carliest established
city; it was_start
latter part of the fiftics, who was succceded
in the business by B. B. Richards, Mark
Simpson and Nicholas Weber, who in turn
sold the brewery to If. Harpstrite and H.
Shlaudeman in 1862, by whom it was con-
ducted for twenty-two years. In 1884 II.

Shlaudeman bought his partner’s interest

CC:LL:, 15 ofe ol

ol

on of his sons, has
¢d on the business ww:,mo

The plant is located at 6o4 Kast Cen-
~S \J\w\n: 3

wi the co-ope

successfully ca
they

tral” stréct. “T'he main building is 100 by
135 feet; is ::: storics and part
is five st ' ing capacity
of 15,000 barrels In the

manufacture of a
d New Y

Lops only, are uscd.
vu

barley

are cooled

with a cons y 114

the capacity of w
and a  Westingho

The build-
ings arc lighted by the company’s electric
light plant. Glass-enameled steel casks are
used in the vacuum process of aging and

capacity of twenty-five tons.

ripening the beer. A number of deep wells
have been sunk, affordi an abundance of

purc water for brew The pla is

il ¢ Newe and
hest firm sclls beer
all over the state, ¢ (he ol the

in o Decatr Coll

[ling wo

plant, is a two-story brick st
25 by 75 feet. Twenty-one men are em-
ployed in the brewery and twelve in the
bottling works. The officers are: Ilenry
Shlaudeman, president; Frank Shlaudeman,
vice-president; Harry Shlaudeman, secre-
tary and treasurer.
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ESSE LEFORGLE, who is enga
ook Lh P g ol
realestate and insurance busin
catur, is numbered among the
of Macon County, having been a residen

of this county since 1856. During all this time
he has carried on a book and stationery store and

engaged in farming, and is now, as above stated,
one of the real-estate deale His extensive busx-

ness interests have made him widely known, and
we therefore feel assured that this record of his

ife will prove of interest to many of our readers.

Ar. Leforgee was born January 1, 1833, in
Fleming County, Ky., and in that State occurred

the birth of his parents, Ayres and Dorinda (Cas-
siday) Leforgee. The family is of French origin,
and was founded in Kentucky by Abraham Lefor-
gee, who emigra ated from France and became one
of the pioneers who located on the present site of
Blue Licks. The maternal g andfather, Michael
(Cassiday. was born in Dublin, Ireland, and at the
age of fourteen crossed the Atlantic, locating in
Kentucky. He served in the Revolution twm the
battle of Lexington until the Colonies had achieved
{lieir independence. He bore all | the hardships of
that struggle, having his toes frozen and being
several times wounded by the Indians. After the
war, he entered three thousand acres of Govern-
ment land in Fleming and Nicholas Counties. He
was elected to the Kentucky Legislature for fifteen
terms, and was in the Senate two terms,and,a man
of more than average ability, became very prom-
inent and influential in the State of his adoption.
His death occurred in 1815, In religious belief he

was a Presbyterian.

The father of our subject was born in August,
1795, and during the greater part of his life fol-
lowed the trade of a cqrpentor He also ran a
large mill in Poplar Plains, Ky., for some years.
He served as a soldier in the ‘\ ar of 1812, and
afterwards drew a pension. In 1866, he came to
Decatur, and there lived retired until called to
his final vest in 1870.
Methodist Chureh for more than sixty years, and
was one of Nature’s

was also a member of the same church, passed
away in 1868, at the age of seventy-two. Of their
family of seven sons and three daughters, the
following are still living: Martha, widow of
D. W. Litster; America, wife of Vr. W. J. Chen-
oweth, of Decatur; Ayres; Jesse; ] Mary E., widow
of James A. Leforgee; IFrank and Robert.

The subject of this sketch was reared and edu-
ented in Poplar Plains, Ky.,and learned the wool-
carder’s trade under his father in Wyoming, that
State. Having arrived at years of maturity, he

He was a member of the

noblemen. His wife, who

was manled Jul) 20 1851 to Miss Julia A. E.
Smallwood, daughter of James M. and Iva (Powell)
Smallwood, whose people were natives of Ohio.
They have been the parents of five children, of
whom Iva} the eldest, and James, the fifth child,
died in infaney. Walker L., who studied medi-
cine and graduated from Rush Medical College, of
Chicago, married Miss Jessie Drake, and a month
later died. Dorendia C.is the wife of John E.
Patterson, a dry-goods merchant of the firm of
A. Waite & Co., of Decatur. They have a daugh- -
ter, Jessie. Charles C. is a graduate of the law-
department of Northwestern University of Evans-
topn and is now practicing in Decatur. '

Mr. and Mrs. Leforgee hold membership wn:h i
the Christian Church and he served as Deacon for e

many years. In church work he takes an active -
part, doing much for its upbuilding. In politics
he is a Democrat and is a member of, ‘Celestial
Lodge No. 186, 1. O. O. F,, and belongs to the
Rebecea Degree. Mr. Leforgee has a good home
property at No. 304 Macon Street, and is a prom-
inent man in city affairs. For almost forty years. :
he has resided here, and has therefore witnessed :
much of the growth and development of the cify, 5
and has always identified himself with those mter
ests calculated to plove of public ben fit:
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726 HISTORY OF MACON COUNTY

CHARLES C. Le FORGEE.

Charles C. Le Forgee, senior partner of the law firm of Le Forgee, Vail &
Miller, has during the years of his active connection with the Macon county bar
Leen associated with some of the most important civil and criminal law cases tried
in the courts of this district. His constantly expanding powers have made him a
man of pronounced ability in his chosen field of labor and he is now regarded as
an able and conscientious minister in the temple of justice who, while devoted to
the interests of his clients, never forgets that he owes a still higher allegiance to
the majesty of the law.

Mr. Le Forgee was born in Decatur in 1867 and is a son of Jesse and Julia A.
E. (Smallwood) Le Forgee. The father was a native of Fleming county, Ken-
tucky, born January I, 1833. The family, as the name indicates, is of French
origin and was founded in Kentucky by Abraham Le Forgee, who emigrated from
France, becoming one of the pioneer settlers of the city of Blue Licks. The great-
grandfather was Abner Le Forgee, a native of Kentucky, whose son, Ayres Le
Forgee, was born in Fleming county, Kentucky, in August, 1795. After arriving
at years of maturity he married Dorinda Cassidy, a daughter of Michael Cassidy,
who was born in Dublin, Ireland, and at the age of fourteen years crossed the
Atlantic to the new world, settling in Kentucky. He served with the American
troops in the Revolutionary war from the battle of Lexington until the colonies
had achieved their independence. He bore all of the hardships and trials which

came to the soldiers during that long struggle. On one occasion he had his feet

frozen and several times was wounded by the Indians. After the war he settled
in Kentucky, entering three thousand acres of government land in Fleming and
Nicholas counties. He became a man of notable prominence and activity in that
state. He was elected to the Kentucky legislature, serving for fifteen terms, and
was also a member of the state senate for two terms. He often bore active part
in shaping the legislation of Kentucky, leaving the impress of his individuality for
good upon the framing of the laws of that commonwealth. His death occurred
in 1815. In religious belief he had always been a Presbyterian. It was his
daughter, Dorinda, who became the wife of Ayres Le Forgee. The latter during
the greater part of his life followed the carpenter’s trade and also for a number
of years operated a large mill at Poplar Plains, Kentucky. He served as a soldier
in the war of 1812 and afterward drew a pension from the government in recog-
nition of the aid which he had given in that struggle. In 1856 he became a resi-
dent of Decatur where he lived retired until called to his final rest in 1870. For
more than sixty years he was a devoted member of the Methodist church and his
wife, who also belonged to the same church, passed away in that faith in 1868 at
the age of seventy-two years. They were the parents of ten children: Martha,
the wife of D. W. Litster ; America, the wife of Dr. W. J. Chenoweth, of Decatur;
Ayres; Jesse; Mary E., the widow of James Le Forgee; Frank ; Robert; and three
others who are now deceased.

Of this family Jesse Le Forgee bgecame the father of Charles C. Le Forgee,
whose name introduces this review. In the town of Poplar Plains Jesse Le Forgee
was reared and educated and afterward learned the wood carver’s trade under the
direction of his father in Wyoming, Kentucky. He came with his parents to De-
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HISTORY OF MACON COUNTY 727

czmzr im 1235 and the following year he married Julia A. E. Smallwood, the wed-
lmg Deing celebrated July 20, 1857. Her parents were James M. and Iva
) Smallwood, also pioneer residents of Macon county. Unto Mr. and
Le Forgee were born five children, but Iva, the eldest, and James, the
ied in infancy. Walker L., who studied medicine and was graduated
MMedical College of Chicago, married Miss Jessie Drake and died a
Dorinda C. is the wife of John E. Patterson, a real-estate dealer of
nd Charles C. is the other surviving member of the family.

ics Jesse Le Forgee was a democrat and his religious faith was that of
“ne (mristizn church, in which he served as deacon for many years and otherwise
Smok 2= zotive and helpful part in the church work. He also belonged to Celestial
Loviz= N0 35, 1.0. O. F, and to the Rebekah degree of that order. For more
“rzm 2 hzlf century he was a resident of Decatur, where he died December 28,
o E*;: widow still survives him and is one of the honored pioneer women of

S Chmries C. Le Forgee pursued his education in the public schools of Decatur
s @mt 2% The zge of sixteen years entered his father's office to learn the real-estate

Smsmess. Dut at the time he attained his majority he decided to study law and

persmes 55 reading under the preceptorship of Judge William E. Nelson. Later

e emtered the law department of the Northwestern University at Evanston,

. Tlfmess, 2od was there graduated with the class of 1889. In that year he returned
% = mative city where he opened an office.  His recognized ability has brought E

‘wm mio close connection with some of the important cases, both criminal and B

ol ®5at bave been tried in the courts of central Illinois. In 1830 he was ad- :

: muii=d o the Decatur bar and in 1892 he became a partner of J. C. Lee under the
S sle of Le Forgee & Lee. The present firm of Le Forgee, Vail & Miller ]

was formed in 1070 and is still occupying a commodious office on the fourth flour N

¢ “we Tile & Trust building. In all the intervening years since his admission to

hzs been actively connected with the profession which has important y
sewmme woon the progress and stable prosperity of any section or community. His
= = materzl discrimination as to legal ethics and he is so thoroughly well read in
“he Sw 3= w0 be able to base his arguments upon thorough knowledge of and
familierty with precedents and to present a case upon its merits, never failing to
TEomETize The main point at issue and never neglecting to give a thorough prepara-
s have been characterized by a terse and decisive logic and a lucid

tfine eer

™ the fact that it is recognized that his aim is ever to secure
> enshroud the cause in a sentimental garb of illusion, which will
tiwart te ;C‘_':Z‘.:’ s of right and equity involved.

» M Le Forgee was married to Miss Isabel Vennigerholz, a daughter of Julius
= @mf Isabel Vennigerholz. Their children are Isabel Vallette and Charles G.
T“"“m # T=ireseniauve of one of the old families of the county, it has been his
Iniiwidms] 2k that has brought Mr. Le Forgee to his present creditable posi-

e 1 the of th

= 7emis of the legal fraternity in Decatur.
y (77 P f’;";"ﬂ, Wbl &, &ddor @—é? '%é
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Decatur, Illinois, Monday, July 19, 1965, ~ -
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- 5
| . The neighborhood is bounded
Mrs Palmer iby Webster Street on the west,
e {on the north by an alley north
. iof Rogers Avenue, on the east
Tv wlnner by an alley east of Maffit
Street and on the south by
M ark and Lake re

S Bistiave Pal. S Pk g

er of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, for-| 1y 127 dwellings in the
merly of Decatur, won a boﬂipnoce:v.fj.:t ares, Wlmptl!:eim-

and trailer on' Bill Cullen's op gaid.

’umhmgh"televisioncon-‘ Of the 127 properties in the
test this morning, to becomel.m 100 were

|

in need of
high winner for the day. various degrees of repair and
She will return to the pro-|ynorading, he said.

10:30 a.m. ed 28 of those
Mrs. Palmer is the wife a‘m.::ﬁ' i

Thomas W. Palmer, who was|  The work already undertaken

plant superintendent at the AW. | ranges from minor yard main-

Cash Valve Mfg. Corp., before tenance to major reconstruction

his appointment as plani ma- and siteration.

nager of Cleveland Cap Screw | a timetable set up in Jan-

Division of Standard Pressed yary Wimpfheimer hoped to-

Steel Co., Cleveland, Ohio. make a progress report to the
[ City Council three months agd.

NAACP HOLDS ANNUAL | He is preparing that report.

FREEDOMS FUND TEA | now.

The Decatur branch of the' He explained the lag in the

National Association for the Ad- schedule by sayi
cement of Colored Peaple hane a littleoymta

it was “‘per-
viep . .

;3

o




1k I‘) 6

Decatur,

DECATUR SUNDAY H

rial Lawyer LeEorgee Had Few Peers

v Don Brilley

A barber charged with kid- Decafur
naping. A° Luatmec * murderer. -
“Railroads. The Governor of Il- DlGl'y
linois. 4 e 2 o

Decatur attornev  Charles
Chamber\ C C.”" LeForgee
defended them all in his 62

years of p actice. And he won
each case.

Born in Decatur on July
1867, to parents of French
descent Jesse and Julia
Smallwood LeForgee — vour
Charles at first intended to
his father in the real es
business.

Soon the legal profes
lured him away and he be
“reading’’ law in the old
ioned sense in the office
Judge William E. Nelson.

While studying there he
gained acceptance to North-
western Law School and landed
a job working in the law offices

8%
1

of the Mason Brothers in Chi-
cago.

After his graduation from C. C. LeForgee
Northwestern with a
doctor degree and his ad haps LeForgee’s longest
tance to the Illinois Bar on  and most intense legal en-
June 16, 1888, LeForg - ‘

mained with the Mason
for about a vear.

He was not especially fond of
Chicago and his law prac
there. so he moved back
hometown, establishing an of
fice on Merchant Sireet.

In 1892 he formed a p
ship with J. C. L;
years later, on Nov.
married Isabel Ve mge‘
niece of former Gov. Ri
J. Oglesby.

And in 1910
the law firm of 1
& Miller. He
senior part
the next
quent chang

an accumula—
mjury claims
on in a seven-

0 I

Minn., Le- |
aloud why
eft her native
Hinois Central |
court over her |

40

which was |

gagement was that with the |

LeForgee was chosen 10 re

resent three members o
Chicago Board of Education
Davis, Severinghouse and W
— in grand jury proceedings
fraud charges.

When the trio was senten
to jail on contempt of
charges by Judge Scanlan. L=
Forgee secured pardons
Governor Len Small and then
persuaded the judge immecdi-
ately to dispatch the case to the
Illinois Supreme Court.

There was no precedent for

o
ne

inhibit LeForgee.
LeForgee was best known for
his successful defense of the

points of law in the case espe-
cially infriguing.
Gov. Len Small had been in-

| dicted on a charge of fraud

which stemmed from his pre-
| vious conduct as state treas-

| | urer.

As in most of the Decatur
attorney’s cases, the defendant
was acquitted.

Numerous honors came Le-
Forgee’s way.

, In September of 1915 Gov.

Edward F. Dumnne appointed
LeForgee to serve on a com-
mission to purchase and erect
for $25,000 an apprepriate me-
morial to the late Richard G.
Ogleshy.

When Sen. Harry S Truman
of Missouri came to Decatur on
June 13, 1939, it was LeForgee
who was asked to introduce the
future President to a meeting
of the Transportation Club.

And in January of 1941 Le-
Forgee was given an honorary

doctor of laws degree from |

Millikin University.

Whﬂe LeForgee never at-i

tempted to gain political office,
he did hold some potent views
on political issues of the day.
He questioned the legality of
the United States Senate in
January of 1923 when two
senators

named Smith and |

such a move, but this did not

Governor of Illinois in 1921, al- |
though he did not consider the |

Vare were excluded from that |
chamber’s proceedings. 1

Charging that such an act |

| deprived these men’s states of |

their right to equal represen- |
tation LeForgee developed a |
plan (which failed) to have all
thelxlt body’s laws declaredl
null. ‘

eForge

is Clm on Ao il 28
ing that it was
becoming obsolete in
ations to business af- |

=1t the Ilinois Constitu-l
was “drawn up in |
infancy,” was |
date in a nation |
1 2 million laws, a

i 200,000 |

-
Ot

;ded the British |
which persons \
50 to 90 days of |
i he termed \
rust leglslatmn 1
tq enforce.” ‘

g
)

vears in the legal |
LeForgee retired
but did not offi-
cially announce his departure
until the end of the month.
actually quit six
ier when he almost |
confined himself to his |
1 on Powers Lne. |
LeForgee,
seder & Jackson
1 LeForgee’s law

time of its

n ement until it
was, ¢ to  Samuels, ’
Miller, Schroeder & Sly over 16
vears later.

C. C. LeForgee died in his
home June 22, 1931 at the age
of 83.

At the time of his death a

Herald & Review editorial
ehlu ized LeTorgee as ‘“‘an

utstanding lawyer who will be
remembeled for his learning.
his unfailing charm in con-
versation and his alert interest
in all about hun

The Decatur Bar Association
also paid respects to its de-
' parted member shortly after
this by holding a memorial
service in the circuit court
room. President James E.
Henson presided.

Almost a quarter century
later, Mr. Henson  still
remembers C.,C. LeForgee as
a trial lawyer “who had no
peers in this particular lo-
cale.”
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r probably |
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* 2 ithe £
—|stranded on days when the

* imobiles became prevalent, the
“‘need for all-weather roads be-

- | Protective Coating

This was the first auto brought to Decahlr ﬁre 1895 vehlcle fhe property of Hiero nymus Mueller.

A Mile Equalled a Million

s

Early Roads Conshtuted Mglor Problem

“Only a mile  and one-half
from town, yet it might as well
be a million on a muddy day.” |

This was the lament of an|
early day Macon -County resi-
dent, who like many others in
county  was hopelessly

roads were too muddy to travel.

Muddy roads were a problem
before the advent of automo-
biles, but when the use of auto-

came more imperative.

-‘There had been some agita-
tion in Springfield as early as
1893 for at least one or two state
financed hard roads to facilitate
horse and buggy travel. ‘

One of the first improvements
proposed for < Macon County
roads was the spraying of a
type of road oil on various main
thoroughfares in the county

This was not actually a pav-
ing, but -the oil .did pmnde a
type of protective coating on the
dirt roads, as water would
tend to. run off rather than sink
2.

included State Routes 48,

The federal and state highway
programs were the first imple-
mented. State highways 2 and 1

stop signs.
Stop signs were required a

later becoming U.S. highway of the Genvrd Assembly

3 and 51.1
er early paved hxghways
169, | -

:

G "

1 101,

Plenty of muscle was needed for autos fo navigate ea rly roads in the area.
rith another innovation in 1925,
along

were paved through the countyfall state highways by an act

T..- cl o- "k«‘-'n' a')d De-
catur D w : provement program
road street business s proposed fwe~ye C
{early .‘:»,

i One

The contineud growth
¢ity necessitated a more
ticated program of ¢
ing, which has ‘evol
point that $11 millien

Previously,
calling for i
caution at intersections %ad been
v safety markers used

the on
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were paved through

later becon

Plenty of muscle was needed for autos to navigate ea

ther innovation in 1925

¥* a

200 5]
for seven
for

st was $2
. r- S8

and $340

early

} included State Routes 48
five-! 139 and 121
3y 1928 the county had 110
s of state paved highways,
about half on Reutes 2 and 10.
most personsi Macon County later establish-
would éxpect 6,000 ed- a road program, and  the
= first county black-top was con-
structed in 1931.

that |
qut of a set

ger estifnated

2 large share of his ;
F - -:3: roads. which, Stop Signs Installed
- seir condition. short.| ~The increasing number . of
prgee ;{ of tires, (hard roads and automobiles

caused the state to come up

! made the tnp in a total of 18

today. e |
ko provided-d“"mg a new car on what was|

|one of the hottest days of the

. i year.
o s » mtegral| Numerous other accounts of
e E s in De  Unusual mofor car excursions
E; e i made durjng the early years of
Tipe s worisl Day rac.| automobile history are on re-
g c3 six events, | COrd: : X
o —=@e iomile | The automotive age introduc-
= = - for sutomo- €0 @ new type of business to
:" e a L Pt
~ 2 The city’s first auto agency
-l o = was established in 1903. A year
- ' later, the first motor garage was
B - I setup. .
« 3 Before this time, blacksmiths|

were given most of the auto re-|
pair business.

that ¥ cost s i
ile to| !
.},p’;o :;,:t #| This was consrdered quite a|

feat; especially since Shaw was —-

streets to be

> Grand Avenue

ws of hard suf-

used for city

g concrete brick

were  dis-

1 three, be-

cause in 1911, the city adopted

a new type of sireet paving
material, creosoted wood
blocks. !

i This was considered guite -an
innpovation, and was thought to!
be the ultimate in weather proof
MAN:IOIESMEDkaié“ streets. It was by far hge mﬁx‘slt
jexpensive pav ing met avail-
AT 100 YEARS OF AGE: {able.
Kansas City (AP The blocks later proved to
Henry Werby joined the medi- have disadvantages. The
care program’Fnda» at the age streets, with abrupt changes in
of 100. {the temperature, would buckle

emi On daw the CXE’UbO(e
Werby. who mlgra!ed from n warm

would coze from the blocks
Russia in 1888, has been retired ks and|

after walking across the street,
since 1936.and lives with his|a Decatur manscould be tracked

bachelor son,‘Kolef, 69, a medi- all across some of the fowns
care recipient. most expensive La:ne(m 'S
. y N Yo 'y OCX Were a_.. re-
The elder Werby has an ex- i 2 =
{moved unt when the Jast

cellent health record. His only|

i the bloc given

trip to a hospital was four years| s
o for minor surgery. He'll be|2" 2y a8 Syt S I
ag crete and aj)rm.,na. been the

1101 March 28 primary surfacing materials.

s proposed five-year ecapital

nedd growty @
Hated a more $
gram of street B
mg, which ‘ms evolved o
point that $11 million stre
provement ,)mgram is part

treat lﬂ pr

provements plan being now
sidered by the City Couneil.

Décatur’s future in hi
isn't as bright as some cif
it is the only city of more
50,000 population that won®
part of the federal Intes
highway' system upon its d
pletion

However, Springfield - CH
paign - Springfield express
which would pass near Dec
would provide a super-h
link to the interstate system,

—David D.

County 'Sinrte
Trunsporfaho

Taxesin 1

Auto and tru
1968 will note
(and perhaps ch
taxes on modes @
tion are as old a8
County itself.

The first county court
1829 established a tax
against personal property
residents, including “ples
carriages; horses, mules
asses,” among other thin

The total collected from t
levy was $109.32%.

i‘,}‘:




Former Brewer
F:Shlaudeman
Dies in Florida

W

n Deca-

s Old



» Kitchen Typical 1905 Vintage

Beaman Home Remodeling Long

Cross the 1

added

was

i

i

nroon

fter the

were  fortunate

1) 3 )0 0 2 0 9 U 50 o S G

ally live here

(A IIIA TR IR R IR I8 18 TR 1A 16 1

protruded

+

eating ar
moved tnder
dow. ' Here

and counter t
f mplemer

are two
powder
house, all
to about
. The ' origir
iter  tanks have
with: porcelain,

the fixtures are pretty
much the original ones.

In the bath off ‘the master
bedroom, the old “Rube Gold-
b shower was removed
nt and a built-in one in-

The

ub was sunk/into

woodwork,
Beaman,

o
o

i w
more cheerful,* IS
the ceiling 18 niolded
instead of woad. 4

Mrs. Beaman said she 8
ured her husband would ¢
tide the house lis too &%




feature of




Living room fireplace is a cozy setting.

them now that their fam-

i1s grown and scattering.

“We own four and a half

res behind this house, and
can just hear him sugg
we build a smaller

tirement’ house one of these

days.”

AR v e AN







Prust, who is helping with tour
publicity. The association asks
that persons on the tour wear
Jow heeled shoes, and “please
do not smoke while in the
bomes.”

The homes will be open from
0 am. to 4:30 p.m. May 13.
contains a

The Bruce and Beaman
hBomes are within walking
distance, and the Randall and
Simon homes are across the
street from each other, The
Flint home is easily enroute to
or from luncheon at the Blue
M5l Restaurant, 1099 W. Wood
S  which will be served
Between 11:30 am. and 2
=

Praceeds from the tour will
%= .sed for sustaining Junior
Weliare Association projects,
s 25 the dental shoe and

St Samde for needy Decatur
whoni & , eontributions
Day Care

& B Decatur
W — shsdae LLall and

an art project in the
schools.

All proceeds will be used for
these projects. Administrative
costs of the association come
from members’ dues, and tour
expenses are being un-
derwritten by a contribution
from Mutual Home & Savings
Association

Tickets are $2.50 for the tour
25 for the luncheon.
Call Mrs. Michael Campbell or
Mrs. William Wiessing by May
10 for luncheon reservations.
Tour tickets will be available
at the door, bit the association
prefers that tickets be obtain.
ed in advance ifrom Mrs,
Bimer Hawkins or Mrs,
Morton Melnik,

General chairmen of th»
“Bougquet of Homes” are Mrs,

1
and §

Donald Dipper and Mrs. Erik
Brechnitz, /
Architecture of homes in the

“houquet” ranges from ultra
modern  to 'the old, stately
Rasman hama with the tall

s-
?

-
.
e

il
gtﬁﬁ
i

q

%5
3
bkt

!
27k
1L

from the front. But the

- overlooking the wooded, gree:

ravine behind - Greenwo

Cemetery and a magnolia tree

recently in full bloom. Na

is brought to those inside
att

several bird feeders
directly tu the =



THE SHLAUDEMAN house
at 560 Powers Lane (left:
evokes whispers outside. In-
side, Ellyn finds a mllmz=
cuide, Mrs. Philip Wiant, who
Shows her the home's special
souches — two paniries, a third
floor ballroom, intercom s¥s-
-~ tem —and a bathroom gas jet
10 heat the curling iron.

— . o & sl . 8 : L2 74 A L 2 p> ‘/gj"l a
Despite the black iron fence, AL CAlLlt S cricta oy Rerald ol (et
the circular drive S o = s
onz to a large, pi = -
that calls for reverence. L :f ,
Ellyn rings the bell at 560 Po- - not be as large as . pettierr 5
wers Lane, whispering whike a ballroom should 7~ =
waits for Mrs. Philip b Wiant replies, ad- wage A4 /
i room has nothing > a [
% 5 i ~ A A z / ”'f >
b for people to hang Yotz Neastal vz
: too, are goldplated
I d ead faucet fixtures and
- mbg{m_f’ tric light bath.”
Mrs. Wiant is cordial. Ellyn tter, a steam box con-
nto the expansive house t lined with electric “Did your daughter come
s two pantries, a sun- Irs. Wiant avoids, pre- down these steps in her prom
for a tubercular she says, to let hus- dress last year?” she wonders.
-ate ceiling mol- and daughter experiment She recresses the threshold
o 1 - 1 ~ . = ..
7 lamp resembl : The reverie of bygone days is
tor toxse shell moments end. over, gone like the wind.
_Ellyn des?e nds a sweep. of There were just today’s lilac-
6 EaLE . O modern Scariett sweetened breezes to whisper
ara, pausing at the mirror along the streets of old Deca-

n the landing. tur.



