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History:
1. A partial cnain of iz to th on which the house stands
follows., Sourecs - racoris in =ns Hacoon Recorder of Deeds Office.
Juns 5, 13s°% S
Sept, 1., 137%
Seot. L, 137¢ .
Hov, 4y 1876
Qct, 8, 1335
May 28, 1337 i
ay 27, 1837 )
Jan., 24, 1923 BES
March &, 19+ %

a. The 1874-75 city dirsciory lists Gouvernesur M. Bruce, res.
south side of William, east of Zdward, as a member of the firm of Hays

and Bruce, dry goods.

b. The 1877-78 city directory listis Pernell S. Outten, farmer,
res., south side of William, west of Church,
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iss, res, 321 W. William,
hoes, 148 E, Main and 117
0 W. Main).
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c. The 1885 directory lists
of the L. L. Ferriss Co., Wholesale =
N. Water. (In 1885 C., M, Caldwell 1iv
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but the 1887 directory lists C.
d to live in the house for
he following is from the

d., No 1886 directory is avail
M, Caldwell, res. 321 W. William. He ¢

obituary:

"He had been in the livery business from 1871-1919, most of
the time on West Main on ground later purchased by the YMCA
for an anneXe.... At one time his livery business was soO
good that he kept fifty head of horses and kept them busy.

In addition, he sometimes boarded fifty more horses."
Herald and Review file June 9, 1921,

<
Present owner: Car]l P. Bark, M.D. and Martha Sue Birk, wf.
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Decatur’s centennial history puts it this way:

"Charles M. Caldwell started a livery business in 1871 which
he continusd until 1919. £ that time it was located
in the 100 bleock West Main n the halycon days of
the livery business Mr, . cept as many as 50
rigs busy. C,ldwell’s barn s known for many miles around.”

p. 288 Centennial History of
Decatur and Macon County

1829-1929
by Mabel E. Richmond
1930

Decatur Review, Publisher,

Pictures from Progressive
Decatur, published by the
e agiilll i Review Trinting and Sta-

) tionery Co., Decatur,

€. M. Calduell, Livery. I1lincis., Date not given.
Istimate, 1899-1902,
e, The 1905 city directory inc Caldwell's da
+d

Bvelyn Caldwell Bradley and
of the house along with her
Nettie Caldwell, and a Mrs.

Bernard Bradley, son-in-law of C,
the Centennial History of Jecatur,
first (on page 379) as a member of th
mittee (in 1900 to raise $10C,000 to match that of James Milli-
kin, for the purpose of founding a university in Decatur, and
second, (on page 388) as a director in 1901 of the Business
Men's Association, predecessor to the Chamber of Commerce.
Bradley Brothers Store (dry zood) is also mentioned (page 329)
as one of several new business enterprises being established in
Decatur in the 1880's.
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f, Mr., Frank Harpstrite lived in the house for 21 years, 1923-1954,
his later years as a widower. be 1930 city directory lists
him as in the real estate business; otherwise, his occupation
is unlisted.

g, Sometime after 1954, Dr. Carl Birk began to use the west side of
the first floor for his offices. In 1974 his son, John, began
use of the east side of the first floor for his law offices

The second floor contains four apartments.
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Carl Birk,
Mrs. Bernard Bradley (Evelyn
the hauﬁe. At the time
quite elder Mrs. Bradley
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side of t house was the older part,.
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porch (east) was the main entrance.

orchard extended st to Church Street.
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three fireplace
the natural wood,

one on the east,
mantel of

S,
N
nas

cherry.

s originally, except
was enclosed to tec
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st floor
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xterior is much as 7
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Harpstrite's
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2 bloom each

put

interior walls are of
bannister of walnut 1

woodwork is of walnut, but much cf it is painted over.

Assessor's Office data follows

stimated year built - 1890. (They strsss that this is an estimate
only)
Remodeled - 1955,
5 apts 2 toilet rooms
13 rooms 4 bathrooms

which now

ting pipes which
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ors in 4 rooms.
in 9 rooms,
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M. CALDWELL is proprictor of a livery,
feed and sale stable of Deeatur.  1le began
';;// business in this city in 1870, and for (ifteen
vears has occupied his present location. Ilis sta-
ble covers 100x80 feet, and the barn and its con-
tents are valued at about $25,000. He keeps on
“hand twenty-five horses and a fine line of buggies
and carriages; in fact, everything found in a first-
class livery stable. From the public he receives a
Iiberal patronage, which is justly merited.

The life record of Mr. Caldwell is as follows:
He was born in Sandusky, Ohio, on the 10th of
September, 1840, and during five years of his
boyhood resided in Aima, Ohio. From a very
early age he has made his own way in the world.

When a lad of ten he began driving a stage from
Flint to Saginaw, Mich. [lis father had located
in the latter place when the Indians were paid at
that point. Throughout nearly his entire life our
subject has been engaged in dealing in horses,
For thirty-six years he has been engaged in the
livery business. embarking in that enterprise in
Saginaw, Mich., soon after the town was started.
e afterward followed the same pursuit in Fen-
tenville, Mich.,and in 1864 located in Griggsville,
TN At that place he engaged in breaking horses,
which he sold to proprietors of circuses.
lie remained until 1870, when he came to Decatur,
as before stated. 1lis brother, IF. B. Caldwell, was
in partnership with him during his residence in
Griggsville, and the connection was continued in
Deeatur until 1883. He is now engaged as a dealer
n carriages in Chicago.

In Griggsville, Ill,, on the 2d of September,
1868, Mr. Caldwell was married, the iady of his
choice being Miss L. Nettie White. She is a nay
tive of Massachusetts, but in her maidenhood went .
to Griggsville, where she remained until after her
Thewr union has been blessed by the

There

marriage.

birth of a daughter, IEva Eliza.

In connection with his other business interests,
Mr. Caldwell was also engaged in breeding thor-
' oughbred “Wilkes” horses. He owns a farm of
one hundred and twenty-four acres, five miles
. southwest of Decatur, where he hasa fine “Wilkes”’
stallion and a number of standard-bred mares.
He is an excellent judge of horses and a lover of
the noble steed.
horses in the home market, but has shipped to

He has not only sold many

various points.
of the Trotting Association, and continued his
membership with the same until 1892,

In his social relations Mr. Caldwell is con-
nected with the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows, and in politics is a stanch Republican. He

He was one of the incorporators

takes an active interest in political affairs and
always keeps well informed on the issues of the
day. He is now serving as Township Commis-
sioner, a position he has filled for fifteen years
with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of
his constituents. He and two other members of
the Board have entire charge of all the roads and

expend about £15,000 each year on improvements
in this line,
and C. Amman, he laid out and platted Maffett’s
Addition to Decatur.

" siderable other real estate. Mr. Caldwell is a
publicsspirited and progressive man and takes a
deep interest in everything pertaining to the wel-
fare of the city and its upbuilding.

3T

In connection with D. A. Maffett |

ITe has also handled con- -
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