
Register of 01d" Bulldings
Lacon County Hist,orieal Coord.inatitg lc'::.r:i.

.i:::s:: ?40 3, licr+"h St. (Formerly Decatur Coffrn Cou;r-:.;r.,

.:a--: :j ::l3r1a1 ccns*rsuction: 7872,

lia=e -r' -,-' =-i ral. oir-:lgt'i T. T. Roberts.
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Present olrnert Alfred (sof) Tlck,
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740 East North

?hotos, !,Iargaret it. lleyer, 1974
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T;',r. inrplr'nrents ru;rnuflcturcrl by thc firnt
a:t- of tlre rr(.\\'cst arrd nrost approvcti pattcrn
inri irc f:r.r'omlrly knon.n o11 thc markct
thrr-rl:ghout thc farrrring tlistricts.

i;r a,ltiition to ruarlufactrrring tlrc firni
sciis Suggies anil rvagons in lllinois.

Dccatur flot$ln flo. 3"*:::l:l
prise thar has alrval's hatl thc rcputarion of
hcing extrcrnell' succcssfrri and has gone on
irorn vcar to lcar extcntling its te rritorY and
adtling to the lncAns of its orvners is thc
I)r'catrrr Cotfin Co. Establishcd in r872, it
has been conilucted rvith perhaps more uni-
ionn success under substantially the sarne
managenlent longer than an1. other manufac-
turing establishment in the citi..

\\'ith the changes that have come in the
industrial activities of the country, it has
klpt pace rvith the times and while not de-
parting from the conservative course that

assisted in its carly success has adoptcd new
ideas as fast as seemed wise. Its present irn-
portance, standing as it does as one of the
first enterprises of its kind in the counrry,

6t

From Progressive Deeatur. publlshed
tionery Company, Deeatur, I11inois.
1901.

spcaks for thc discprnrne nt and ability of the
tnanagcntcnt,

'I.hc l)ccatur , Cofiin Co, manuf acturcs
burial c:rskcts anrl burial robcs and wholcsales
urrdcrtakcrs' supptics. Its tcrritory is thc
Unitcel Statcs and its salesrncn visit regularly
and gct good orders in all the principal cities
of tlrc cour)tr)', In buriai garmcnts it is
'recogniz.ccl by thc tradc as thc ]cadcr and the
Inost iurl)ortant eslablisirnent oi the kind in
tl.rc countr1,. Thc companr' ;n this line a few
)re ars ago rnade some rlepartures that resulted
in entirell' changing tne maten'ai ani manner
of rnaking burial garr,eais aac fave the corn-
pany the place it norv ;:o.,;s a: ti.e ven' l,ead
of the trade oi the .o;ni;-,-. t3:le; cepa:-t-
ments have Deen ,iepi :; :; :..e sa;T.e rra','.

The compaii!-:as sa.e-.::-,en rii tiie
road, covering a.. ;-e tor,;-"e:;:a. cen:ers ol
the countn'. I: em;-a1s a ,a:le ;l;lr-.nel of
mechanics :n the .casaei ce;a:'ta:ent. a"so a

.arge nuracer of
eNperlenced
iressmakers in its
cry goods depart-
ment. It has a

complete plant
lor lts purpose at
the corner of
North and Mor-
gan streets.

f,ight,. Seat
Pouler
The Decatur Gas
and Electric Co.
f urnishes the
electric and gas

iight, electric
power and fuel
gas for the citi-
zens of Decatur.
The original

plant was instailed in r868. The conrpany,
r.vas forn.ieriy the I)ecatur Gas, Ligiit and
Coke Co., and later the Decatur Light, Heat
and Power Co. Whcn the plant was bought

.:. ,. :

by the Revier Printing and Stai
,No date glven. Estimatel 1.899t
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,Kllled eoffirr eompany
idertaker's. The parts gf thel ; $arlHeaton,regional director
i caskdts were glued together Fo l6f United Mine Workers of
lstrongly .that the woqd wouldltuherica, AF of L, said tacal
i crack before the glue would give 

I Z$'protested the aetion of the
lway. I War Producti0n Board, wbichi Despite its name; the eom- lhad not granted pflorities to the
pany had qqrt making coffins in leoffin industry.

ithe early part of the century and I ,,W" believe,,, he said, ,,that
'concentrated on caskets. A cof-rthe sovernmeit and the public
j{in tapers at the head and foot,;;;'; ;;;A dmisitiott"o:i[e:
I 
from the point where elbows 

, dead and sbould dEmand that a'rest. A easket has the same i decent buriat is received for
width at borh ends. 

, ,i;;;;;r;.; -- --

| firee classes of 
"65pets 

were ; closed in .lutv. the Wahus
manufactured:, wood eovered lManufactur.ing Co,, w h i c h
,with wool, cotton or silk; r.o"s1s1;sed 

in"catinei and metal
I varnished maple, oak, walnttt, idork. announced it would make'mahogany or cypress; and I caskets. lt nurchased mucb of
metal o! , iron, steel, bronze, litre equilme-nt and inventory oI
copper ano zmc. lthe old fkm.
i Tailors.. were.. employuo".,,l:i According to a newspap€rlmake suits and. dresses.--ft1L1 L.li;;ffi,'ifr" .rio buildiirg' ot
lcame in sleys qr_ blqT, fll*tl: ;iirfi:iil.ilTi"il"was purchased
I dresses of. orchid, .pink, L,*. -. bv Sol Tick of the ,,Sol T:ck junk

i*lin$,pf #fl *;i;yed,00,lH.'mrTI^;'#;r,.il#l&ft?
i sold products nationally.
i 'Ir^ 1943 the Decatur Coffin Co.rsold to Oakes Itlachinery Co'

closed. Stockholders voted to Ii-l
lquidate, explaining the war had 

I

caused limitations. 
I

DecoqqrDiqryir, '.. ,, .1.',-,

$ft*flslgtsT ffir
Of thsEerald and Review lto install an'.automatic sfly[fgr

me perietdeOftir CompanylsysteP aud to pry all 'thq
di€d in" Ig{3. IBid lsw br 1tri lPremiums f.qt group empioye

demardS Oithe war anC 6erlnsuranee,. ttre. company Was

ioppt"otirg:"i wooaen 'easkets ilgv€tlgl9ti q}F'ed b! fires
bvthose of-metal..r .,.. ; I 

throughout its hlstory'
- 
In its.beginuings, howevbr,.the j Egi ld i n g Deslroyed

fum thiived-'desnite 'al Ehe fi6t fire' tn 1878,

depressioo, T. T. hoberu and-a ldestroyed the-main building at
Iti. l,rttesetupthe company iD North and trIorgan streets. A
tnZ, second, three years later, did

In 18?3, 'the firm was in-lLitttedamage..
corporated under the ownershipl.. In1934,.a blaze whicfi started
of hoberts airO O. . Z.' Green6. lin a toolroom where a workman
Others entered the'partnefship, I 

had been annealtlgl steel caused
rith pr6prietorship' passing to 

| $tSoo to $2,5t)0 daYnage.

teirs is 6wners died.' - ' i The worst blaze, in 1907,

In its first years, most of the I caused. up to $25,0t10 damage and
eomDanv's ebmoetitjon s6mg injured two firemen, who fell,
fod uirAertake*. wtrb. made , along with the burning floor and
their own coffins as -needej. It I roof , from.the fourth story to the
s'as thea considered a saerilegelground. Buried under tons.of
or sorts to bury a friend in-allumber- and'-machinery, they
factory-made coifin. ]escaped with broken bones and

Bu;'attitudgs- changed, z46]bruises. ,- '
| .. :-ess mrE io gooairrej ti.* t The last firer'in 1941, began in
br,:, j.:r igte.'au-addition that :r lumber drying kiin and did

lsap so the caskets would not
stretch or shrink at the un-
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