. Register of 014 Buildings o G2 XEC
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

‘ 3 (New Suffern Building
Address: 201-211 North Main - -(Van Law Building
. Legal description:
Town of Decatur Lot 1 Blk

Date of original construction: 6 1915 ) 7

’ ' ‘ (Listed in 1914 city directory =zs
(David Fribourg, eigars)

_ (Listed in 1915 city directory 2s Tollows:
: +~(201-211 N, Main - Unoccus;,* (n=

\
n

Name of original owner: Wm. H. Suffern,

Historys
1. Data from available city directories:

1909-1914 Louis Fribourg - cigars, tobacco, day desk polics
sergeant, (Also David A, Fribourg)
1915- Unoccupied (new building)
1916-1938 New Suffern Building.
‘ 1939-1953 Suffern Arcade (included Carol's Individuzl 7
1954~ Carol's Individual Fashions, Wm. C. Van Law,

2. Data from office of Decatur Township Assessor:

Size of lot 56'x152',
Building class - 1lst floor - stores.
2nd floor - offices.
New balcony added.
New store front and stzirway added for
Carol Shop.
Floors - terrazzo on reinforced concrete.
Exterior - white glazed brick.
Foundation - brick and concrete.
Full basement, 2-story building.
2nd floor in original condition (tllefloor in halls
(wood floors in all rooms
Steam heat,
Built-up roof.

3, a. Bradley Cantrell describes the building as follows:
The Suffern Building, later the Van Law Building, is =
mercial structure which adopted several characteristic
the Chicago School of Architecture. One characterisz
window arrangement. Called Chicago windows beczuse
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History Cont'Z.:

3. a. Toes pizrd >>ttz shields having no symbolic meaning were used

, "W. H. Suffern Buys Shaffer Corner".
, "Deeds passed etc.” .
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uffern will,

l's Women's Apparel Shop opens,

van Law, president and manager of

Inc., heads United Fund drive again.
& Review, Carol's Plans New Store.
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NEW STORE BUILDING
NORTH MAIN

e Street Cor-




1Y HFRALD

.

PLANNED BY W. H. SUFFERN TO BE ERECTED SOON
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320 N. WATER st

MAIN——NORTH :
North from Lincoln Square, ‘Dividing City
East and West

(All Loop Cars 100 to 600; Edward Cars. 100
to. 700; Condit Cars 100’ to 1100; Water
Cars 100 to end)
103 Parlor Market**
Frank N Guocdman**
(over) Vacant ,
(bsmt) O O Hofer**
105 Ralph W Linder**

Deé:afyr Window & House Cleaning
e : :

107 Vacant

109 Houston Singleton*

111 Houston Singleton**

113 Decatur Dairy Co**
Joseph A Bishop*

128 Stine Building

136 Edward A Denz**

138 Denz Building

140 A C Brown**

144 Conklin Block

Spineas E Shutt**

147-161 Bachman Bros

148 Rodgers &

—_— e
artlett Frazier Co**

Frank P Smith & Con

Spence & Pease**

rms 1-2-5-6 George W Davidsor

—4 Elmer E Gibson

Leslie C Price

15-16 Mrs Rose Bryan

Wells Fargo & Co Express**

W T Delahunty & Co**

Needham Hardware Co**

Decatur Home Telephone Co**

Macon County Talephone Co**

Pasfield Bulding

1 George W Lehman**

2 Mrs Bonnie B Patterson

3 Home Chemical Co**

4-6 Miss Janet White**

7 A H Barndt F

8-14 Douglas Telep e Cc

13 Wm H Muzzy

3d l Mrs Anna E Denz 3

Home Telephone Building

1-4 U S Brokerage Co** s

5 ILloyd ‘Harrington** e
7 George H Tinkey
8-9 Leslie W Taylor
10 Sherman Scott

226 Pierce & Caldwell**

—~
{§—

{35]
b

N
(53}

| 248 Syndicate

t 14
| 237-239 H
Decatyr

Heraldq Pr
Heralg En

Archie Biggs
erald-Despatch, Co*
Herald+*
inting & Stati
£ 2 3
238 Sherman Sgraving ”

erma trouse**
241 Illinoijs Cleaning & Dye -
acant

243 Frank T Fletcher**
George P Harg"™
245 George P Hart
Mrs Alice Boob
246 Harry H Sackriter**
Block
5 Miss O B Swank

12-13 Wm T Martin

14 Troy M Smith

15 James E Day

16 Harry B Daniel

22 Hollis A Milem

23 John A Henry

25 Grove werman

32 Mrs Thiankller

Mrs 2 Mullikin _

34 Alex n E 2

35 Charl Dehart

42 Mrs Huddleston |
49 Linxwei rinting Co** |

Fox & F Bt 1
250 Ten-Pir ’arlors**
253 Vacal%‘t F
355 C R i
256 Schall 'noto Supply Hous
257-259 Ly o& - %

1-2-3 F
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m Cerro Gordo, Shella-
Oakland and Warren
[llinois Central stations,
ries factory, Librar};
ck (first and second),
hon block, Guards Arm-
Temple Dblock., Win-
e block. Mueller Plumb-
and Heating company

. new St. Nicholas

tel, Parke and Sons ware-

use and court house.
w churches included the

nal. St. Johan-

'ﬂhcr;;n, Cumberland
s\ terian, Christian
ast Park Bap-

y

o, Iarst 1 resbhvter

ernacle, |2

John's Episcopal
[n 1RO ccurred the
which  destroved the

wers block on South

titer street, and

Iding of that block

Powers ()1

TORES AND INDIU s

Some of the
yeriod,

Geb-
d then
e, the
npany
ere 1),

com-
any.
Srgan-
before
Herki-
called.

en the 18 !

€ ROBERT FARTIES

R—

DECNTUR N THE "os ¥39
hecame the president. W 1o Surface vice-president and superinten-
! ]

dent, and 1. DL Irving seeretary -treasurer. Many of the articles manu-
factured by this company were fnventions of Mro Faries.

Fixtures ol various kinds, lamp | ler tube cleaners,

- articles were

gun cleaning rods, cheek roaver wire,

made by the firm.

the

facturing com-

pany’s plant.

erccted in 1893, It

had a capacity of

grinding ten car

=l

loads of corn a day.

PRATT CEREAL MILL
(Later site of Staley plant.)

The mill was buil:
by the Pratts. F. M. Pratt and RO 1% Pratt had been in the grain
business in Decatur since 1880, In 1801 they organized the Decatur
Union Elevator company, the name being changed later to the Decatur
Cereal Mill company. The Pratts had branch offices in a number of
cities in the middle west.

AW, H. Suffern moved his grain business from Pierson to Decatur

‘—;} in 1897, and was joined in 1892 by Robert L. Hunt. The company,

incotporated as ~uffern, Hunt & Co., erccted a mill later at Union

stroct and the WWabash, The =ame men in 1907 built a cereal mill at

ldorado and Van Dvke. It burned in 1909,

The U. = Wire Mat company was incorporated in 1892, Frank

P. Wells was general manager and treasurer, and C. M. Hurst secre-

tary. It developed a business which has extended all over the world.

It now is the U. S Manufacturing corporation, with J. L. Bennett

- as presudent.
[ The Decatur Urunk factory was started in 1890.

The Home Manufacturing company, garment makers, was organ-
ized about 1806 by C. M. Allison and Fred II. Benham. The latter
did not remain in the business long. Tt is now run by Allison’s son-

in-law, John H. McEvoy.

i The Macon County Farmers' institute was started in 1895
The present transier house was built in IN93, costing $2,700. It

was paid for by subscriptions from merchants and property owners
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DECATUR—1900 TO 1929 385

] it on the west and cast, the nire extending to bhuildimgs
on Merchant strect and on Water street. 11 was one of the worst fires
Decatur had suffered, yet it meant the rebuilding of the business
houses of those strects, resulting in larger and Dbetter structures.

In that year a pumber of other big building enterprises were car-
ried vut. The Knights of Pythias orphans’ home was completed, the
v WL C. AL building was finished, and the Citizens bank building was
erected at the corner of North Park and \Water streets.

That year the Decatur Railway and Light company spent $100.000
in improvements on gas plant, gas= mains, clectric power station and
other properties. That year saw the beginning of the new high school
project which was completed the following year. lt was the time
work was starting on the 1. T. S, belt line. built at a cost of 2300.000.
the 1. T. S. shops wer¢ heing erected at a cost of $100.000. and the
waterworks and light plant was being rebuilt at a €ost of $300.000.

An important real estate transaction in 1909 was the sale oi the
Hill property at Pine and \William streets, which resulted eventually
in one of Decatur’s most attractive residence cections, that oi Millikin
place and the 800 block \West William.

In 1912 Decatur lost its old tabernacle at North Main and Prairie
streets, which was torn down to make way for the Dachman build-

ing. Not lon ~treet on_the Shaffer
e of the oldest structures in the city, gave

property, on
T o~ v - e =)
hew store and ofhce hailding erected by W 1. Suffern, who had pur-

chased the ground <everal vears before.

afterwards the huilding across the

way to the

NORTH MAIN AND PRAIRIE IN 1912
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lar Icg comp

Shorfly after thi le and during
Mareh, 1910, Mr. Suffern purchased
the property at est corn-

irle avenue
fot $31,600 and at once began the
erection of the handsome bullding
that bears

Mr. § for many Years
prominent B : affairs and
ssrved as & m--—‘-r of thy city coun
ell. 1= 1514 he led the movement to
securs lower fyeight rates from the
raliroad cpmpanies. He wii a mem-
Jer of the First Presbyterian church. |
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Suffern-Hunt Mill Success meéjart

Bv Sally Burcham ! seven  more milling
I =s were installed and
re ordered. More than

mill so were paid in cas
the agreement that thzy

Vliem H. Suffern and hi§i [ _
S Robert I Hunt, started 1 : Decatur ;stay out of the white

- Hunt mill on Dec. 3, | . ing business for ten years ere_employed in the ...
1 bital ot $8.000, § Dldry la payment of $60.000 was th 10 or 12 girls
| was 2 _success from | lto the American Hominy -com as sack

ltime. the Suffern-Hunt company ;Pany-

embarking on the manufactured a large amount of | Byt Suffern and Hunt wanted a2
ur business venturz, Suf- ‘white corn flour. ‘ et 2 s 4 1
operated three country |
ors buving and selling
for Illinois mills and

< c t
‘to re-anter the business, so they highest in thz
The mill began with a grin- |paid the amount required .and \was completed.

‘corn a dav. but ran night and capacity on the present site of | Cereal Com
‘day so it always crowded its lhe Polar lce Company 10 |hy fire, and e
BADAGILY: 19 lyas killed battling the blaze.
Among the products  The previous mill still carried - “The mi)l was not rebuilt. Suf-~
‘manufacturad at the mill were the Suffern-Hunt name, so the i'ferﬁ aﬁdrl-l‘ﬁﬁt“béfiév‘etd thev saw
‘corn meal and corn flour. pearl new one was called the Decatur imovh_igiiion coming_and _since
and flake hominy. corn grits for !Cereal Company. Labout wo-thirds of their trade
prewers  and  corn  flake ' The new mill made flakes of |was with brewers, they decided

1892. he and his
d the mill on a sife
el and the Wabash

Ty

T e

h price of wheat
ice of corn at that

VX

: . manufacturers. corn oil and a corn and then shipped them to ity retire permanently {rom the ¥
3 by-product known as hominy Battle Creek, Mich. factories t0 jeorn milling business. )
. : feed. which was used primarily |be toasted there. So they sold all the property
as stock feed. Thev also manufactured grits. '{hat had been occupied by the
The chief market for corn meal, flakes, corn flour, baker’s s cereal mill to the Polar Ice
table goods at that time wes in |cones and hominy feed. |Company. -
th southern and eastern half of  The grain elevator at the | The price paid was said to
the United States. and con- Decatur Cereal company had @ hava been $40,000.
siderable corn meal and corn capacity of 100,000 bushels. 1t Shortly afj,er this__sale and
flour was sold for export. About was equipped with a grain d ing_March of 1910—Sutfern
75 per cent of the total business cleaner, oats clipper and a corn spurchasmmv at the
4 done by _the Suffern-Hunt mill, ‘drver. | northwest corner of Main Street
aside from its_byproducts, was ~ William Snffern looked after ‘and Prairie Ave. for $31.000 and
with brewers. the buving and selling. Robert (y;ilf the building that bears his
d ~ From tho time of its founding, Hunt ran the mill, hired the men jpame™ """ T
‘the Suffern-Hunt mill grew apd bought supplics. and then “Syffern was for many years
'steadily in outpul and prosperi- lgoked after the finances. prominent in public affairs and
ty. In_19053 it wus sold to the The two reportedly made 2 gerved as a member of the city”
"American Hominy Company_of strong team. for Suffern was a council. In 1914 he led the
fndianapolis for $400.000. lgrain man and most of Hunt's |movement to  secure lower |
i . Suffern and Hunt would not training had been in finanez. 'freight rates from the railroad |
! raccept stock payment for their ' The company grew quickly, |companies.
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Glossary

Carssox—An air chamber, resembling a well, driven down
to firm foundation material and filled with concrete.

CaNTILEVERED—Built with beams projected horizontally,
supported by a downward force behind a fulcrum.

CarrTAL—The element at the top of a column or of any other
vertical support in a building.

CraMFERED—With the edge where two surfaces meet in an
exterior angle, reduced or rounded; beveled.

Cricaco WiNpow—A window occupying the full width of
—> the bay and divided into a large fixed sash flanked by a

&

narrow movable sash at each side.

CoLONNETTE—A small column, often used decoratively
rather than functionally for support.

CorBEL—A supporting form for a wall, consisting of layers
or levels of masonry or wood, beyond the wall surface.

CORBEL-TABLES—Successive corbels supporting a super-
structure or upper moldings, beneath a spire or para-
pet. or below the eaves.

Corxice—The projecting member at the top of a wall: often
a decorative development of the eaves of the roof.

CUpoLs—A terminal structure, rising above a main roof.
DexTiLs—A series of blocklike projections forming a mold-
ing. borrowed from the Greek lonic style.

Facspe—The face or front of a building.
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