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HMacon County Historical Coordinating Council

~idresst 800 E, Garfield - HEssex Wire Corporation

Communication Division
Legal description -
Section or Plat 187/51
Section 2-16-2
Beg. on W side of I,C.R.R. row 30' N of S line S
th N 1153" th 4 16.8 th 341" then W 452' th S 112
E 483' to pob (exc st) SE 1/4 Sw 1/4 12,

Date of original construction: Circa 1919

13+

919 city directory was the first one to list
cture at this address - the 800 block Z. Gar-
joining the Illinois Central Railrozd t
t. The 1917-1919 city directories lisied
nobile offices at 156-160 S. Water., Ne

the move of Comet from Rockford to Dec
t is possible that construction was under
2bly before 1919 and also that there =iz
lzg in the city directory listinszs.

m

Note: Th
+
9

Name of original owner: Comet Automobile Co.

Historx:

ms and city directories, occupants of ihe
PrOper the 800 block E, Garfield - all of it, or
part o i1 - have been as follows:

1916 - "Comet Automobile Company moved to this loca-
:icn from Rockford, Illinois."
- "Comet passed into the hands of receivers, and
: ntire property, including the plant in the
block E, Garfield, was sold for $60,000, Its
337 property at the time was valued at $400,

0
000.
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294

Decatur Diary, Decatur Review, 2/14/65,

182¢ - L. P, Halladay Co. (820 E, Garfield and I.C.R.R.)

Wire Corporation, Communications
ion - Cable Mfg.

Name of the Pressnti cwnsr: Zs
3



History Contizu=3:

e ——_-
1. 1°1°-173F - ziilax Products Co. (850 . Garfield and
~eeaaly

1°R-=27 - == ille-dershey Corp.

C s Froducts Division

~u20 parts mfg,, when it first began at

-nis location)
12F7-_%72 - &=zz72rn Elsctric Co.

DECATUR SUND

the Comet plant, mast recently secupied by Western Electric Co., #s it looked when first opencd.
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The building was ¢

eled, & new frodi.as

put in, & stean

other changes

sales headquarte

for Ford cars 3
W. H. Buffe

plate glass win

of ths white fire

he owns at the

an sutomobile r
150 feet. The !r. a:
inte the room Ifr} P
and without altepations
[ bullding was mide Inte
| motor sales reom.  An ele
enough to carry an jutoma
Sasement fs plamuell TR
‘2 the dasemgent fori )0 m
| displa
ol tu Ny etal

sdagt It ts & Daw e
2 bg lowered ihe fram: ~RaAcEed
wias asd a dvorwsy for soloamod
et The duilding occoipias & e
inest and vaicadie =ile
SOME OF THE ANGES
Early in the Yyear ¢ es A Btnrr
&t the dolldiag at the TThexs "
corner of Franklin and East Ma' e Bun Asestens S

tave mmale WiITilz

Llag o=y
represestsy the
af erected in
merce adlition and

wwiiding Pt

atur ountain Company

neceasary alteraticns. . The
tory builaifg cost. §49,000,
the expansion of the automas
ness in Dedatur there sho

juded the Investment
furniture which amounts tos
This dees not include ano
Litem of patterns, tools,
and designs.

New gparages bull
the public constitu
209. Thin does not
er number of ant:
B} capacity of one to
B many of which
e . : ! E
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~$50,000 Addition
" Work To Start—Monday On Structure To| = Marshaltown.

House $100,000 Worth of New
‘orge Equipmentﬁ._

Contraclis  were signed Saturday
morning for a new $50,000 building to
house the forge department of the
Biflex Products corporation

According to A. J. Grimm
president of the company, tl
construction of the new build
which is to be 150 by 160 feet, will be
kiarted Monday. It is to be finished

t'wo months. The Mississippi Val-
Jev Structural Steel company has the
Reneral confract. George Moeller has
he confract for foundations, floors
and the like

T'he building will be erected to the
horth of and connecting with the

vice-

present building. When completed the :

Bitlex plant. in the 800 block East
Garfield, will be 750 by 150 feet over-
7 having approximalely 114,000
square feet of floor space

ALL STEEI
e building, for which

i Valley Structural

as the general contract
11" steel construction with
des made up entirely of lift-siesl
I'ne roof will be covered wilh

esbesios material.

Us= of lift-doors, together with the
Hation of the most modern of
mgs for the new building (30 fest
tne eaves as against 22 feet at the
prezent building) will
€ it one of the best equipped ard
arranged, from
andpoint, of all forge planis in the

ney,

the Misc-
Sieel com-~
will ba

three

doors

of {he

the

NEW FEQUIPMENT
hundred thousand dollars
th of new equipme 5 10 be in-
ed Nir I

Omne
Grimm estimates. ‘This
de a'‘new sutomatic furnace
forging equipment
Hng szystem

* plant iz being completely

omalic

mium plating department
and new machinery
FxXnay Bvstem. and

plating fanks aré

movrd

tystems are also baing

buffing and polishing

ger are being mads
more efficlent pro

wansfer of all

the Waukegan |

wal ppoduction is
Due 1§ the use of
however thers

in the num-

| Vears a resident
| Saturday morning,
| the Decatur and Macon County hos- | of the present summer

| fall from a stepladder while pick-}

ventilation |

Gilliland Bond

i feited by Jud
leourt in Springfield Friday.

G 3,527

L

as S
Ohio Fi

Will Serve as Engineering Recommendaiie
Seek to Pe

Three recommendations
peluadon of the spirit enger
i%e cenlernial observance tl
were submitted by Judge N
Baidwin, president of the |

| A W. Cash will serve a5 soginmer.

ing adviser o he Piuber Goverror

company af Marshaliosm © vis
| annoynced Satwrfay maorming
— |  Nr. Cash and siz empioess

(former Apex Regua'cr

EWub‘,sh RAVENUS, sxpec

Andrew J. Cook iy e e
Dies at Age 75 | e mace 7 s

| ment of the Apex plan
i1y by Mr. Cash, haye been
Marshaltown where =
i has heen erected
Although under contre
er company, the former Dec
Andrew .J. Cook, for iwenty-three | will be operated as a sep
of Decatur, died Families of the
8:45 olclock in|will move to Marshaltow= =

g~

Fails To Recover IFré%
Shock Of Fall,

Deca

X

pital, after an illness of two weeks. |
Death was caused by an accidental |

- | 3 |
Whooping Cough.
ing ch;rries ta:fhis game. smdl game P UIa' In ( :
as a shock to friends and ives. il

Mr. Cook was born in Snqw aShv:e.f ORI waa
Center County, Pennsylvania, Jan. P

22, 1854, " )
854, and was married Jan, 1fiLeldl week't Total

1878, at Macon, IIl, to Laura I
Oxer. She preceded him in death. | Communicable Diseases

i

FOUR CHILDREN ILIVING. | .
To this union were born five chil-| Nineteen cases of whooping :
dren, four of whom survive as fol-|led the week’s total in communics

lows: Mrs. J. C. Highjj Decatur, Bert | diseases in Decatur, records a
E. Cook, Evanston, Mrs., Christina|City health department in

| Ward, Springfield, Mys. R. L. New- | Saturday, although the ma jorit;

There are also six | DEW cases was reported during *

man, Chicago.

{ 8randchildren and one great-grand- | €arly part of the week.

I e s rri . A single case of German measies
f:lrah}zl..“,a\d:]i;efef J&:ﬁﬁ l,:;]lo' J’ reported Saturday brought the week =
et hin sl o | record to five, although the Germas
survives him, and also a sister, Myrs, i vari;‘lv was the ohly oie of this cia
Mary Meek, Decatur, A8 ’ i thé record; ;

o M o 35, G i Diphtheria with two
Methodist church. He came {o De- | Sathrdey: s &t v Toe e ek
catur from Macon iwenty-three years ; Chicken box“'OOdclnimed 5% victinee ‘cxme

2y " + 4 S ACL
He was by occupationia con added on Saturday, for the remaindsr
acting carpenter and retired three of the list : :

"‘-;-V-‘;p“rf{:g.f waz removed (o {lie Mon- 5 SR N N
Decatur Men To
Take Bar Exam

funeral home {o be preparcd |
for burial. !

Declared Forfeit Edwin Jokisch, Perley Lup.
: | ton U. of I. Graduates.

Several Decatur Peoplci Fdwin Jokisch and Perley Lupion,
Were Signe"_ ;borh of Decatur, are among st.\'z)-m‘n !
s ... | Braduates of the University of Iili-
I'he 38000 bond for Joseph! Gilil- | nois law sehool who are preparing to |
land, some of the rigners of \which | take the state bar examination at
are Decatur people, was dec!are_d for- | Chicago July 18, 17, and 13, i
e Briggle in the tirenit | Most of the young men have beei | yoraeq him by ‘everyeme
i Gilli- | spending time since graduation 1 ith the é'"."..,.u.‘;&,;‘
" { P i I £ 1lennis: eTvar
v of Decatur and vxcm-| poripg over books in the university ;aw | Nor was the thanks ot
tY, was sentenced along with Oillofllbr_;ry. More than 350 law studen.s ! rided ) —— b,,],, 'u', o
oring and Phil Smith, other Decatur { are expecied to t{ake the examina‘ion rrrkﬁ vy 'I‘wa;zv' ¥
g0 10 Chester penitentiary for &| Among the Ilinois graduates who | . - ° draftin
gouse robbery near Springfisld. | will be present are: Basel H Brune
¢ was pronounced in 1927 | Champaign: Andrew J. Casner,
j.appealed to the supreme 1 Bloomington; August C. Cavior. Ur-
bce then has bean at i bana; George E. Drach. Springfieid:
pd pending a decision | Paul H. Perguson. Willow Hill; K21
charge of robbery | Hoagland, Sheibyville: Robert Kewler
Beid by the high- |Champaign; Willlam Sonneman Vam.-
- iled fo ap- | dalis; B Thornburn, Urbena
13
ger - =
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Decatur Dlary Lo Bacrndosy

We Almost Became an Auiomoblée Center

By Rex Spires ;
Ot the Herald and Review Staff

Decatur, in 1917, seemed as
though it had a good start tow-
ard becoming a center for the|
automotive industry.

The Comet Automobile: Co. |
and the Pan American Motors |
Corp. had begun active manu-

facture of autos here. Although | »

productmn wgs a far cry from:
what it is today, the two com- |
panies believed they were off
to better things.

However, by the end of 1923
both had folded and vamshed
from the scene because of £1--
nancial difficulties.

An indication of the opn-f

mism for Decatur’s future in|
the automotive industry was -ant
article in“the Herald in 1917,
which said, “‘Decatur will prob-

ably never be a Detroit, hut it |
might come about thhm a rea-

~onable time that it will be giv-|
ing some of the other” automo- |
bile centers a rub.” - '

By January, 1919 “the confi-|

dence of Edward Danner, pres-, =

ident of Pan ‘American, and
George W.. Jagers, presxdent of
Comet, prompted a news story
which said, “Decatur an auto-
mobile center! This - now ap-
pears a probability. The Pan
American and Comet factories
are looking forward to a great
vear bid - >.

Danner - predxcted that five
{imes as many: cars as the 300
produced in:1918 would be built
in 1919. He -announced the new
models for the year would con-
sist of a two - passenger -road-
s er and a five —passenger tour-
ing car; known as ‘“The Ameri-
can Beauty Cars.” -

Among other comments, Jag-
ers said, “The signing of the
zrmistice has flooded us with
uiries from various foreign
coumiries. By the close of 1919,
we expect world - wide repre-
5-:'aion of Comet products.”

Large Export
In 19 -3 Comet did ship 40 lo-|
i built autos to Belgium. |
it :":ne. it was believed
he largest single export|
£ m_erican - made cars

one another

{Fountain Co.

an comnamea

/_4/{‘1'»‘-'

gl e

|1t announced its output of cars
iwould reach 4,000 a year by
|1920, but production never f'n

above six cars a day.

Beset by legal difficulties and |

unable to turn over a profit, ihe
company passed into the hands
of receivers in: 1923 and its en-
tire . property, ‘including the
plant in the 800 Block E. Gar-
field Ave., was sold for $60,000.
Its total property at the time
was valued at $400,000.

Jagers exhibited the first De-
catur - made automobile, his
Comet, in 1917. Perhaps the
most famous model was the
“Comeét. Six”, which sold for
$1,185 and boasted 50 horsepow-
er.

Pan American was re-organ-
ized here in 1917 - 1918 after
Danners gained control of the
firm and moved all its offices
from Chicago.

After acquiring the Decatur
building and
erecting two others, the com-
pany had a total frontage of|
600 feet near the Illinois Cen-|
¢« 'tral Railroad fracks in what|

came in
en a large lay-

‘he Chamber of|

unced, Company

.,L///%/ o5

official
the
ipro
tion fo dissolve in 1221.

Complicated lev
|ments resulted and the com- %

pany’s assets were finally plac-
ed up for auction sale. The sale
brought only 40 cents on the|
[dollar investment.

Decatur nearly had an auto-
mobile manufacturer - many
years earlier.  Hieronymus
Mueller, who brought the first
car, a- Benz motor wagon, o
Decatur in' 1895, seriously
thought of producmg cars here.

He carried out extensive and
successful experlmentmg along
this line until his death in 1900.
He completely tore down the
Benz and rebuilt it, making nu-
merous improvements. The car
became known as the Mueller-
Benz.

The first regularly establish-
ed automobile agency here was
{the Johnson & Landis Rambler
|agency, which began operations

1n-1903.
| Oldest Agencies

The -oldest ex1st1ng agencies
|in Decatur are Kilborn Motors
/Inc. and J. L. Tallman Inc.,
both of which are celebratmg
their 40th anniversaries in the
automobile business in De-
catur.

185 and boasted 50 horsepower

entangle-

John A. Kilborn, president of
Motors Inc., said the|

ben it was located in

E. Main St., was
what was called

bile Row™ about 1930.

It was so called because of
the heavy concentraton of auto-
|mobile agencies in that block
'and along a good portion of
Franklin Street.

Tallman’s, after being locat-
ed at 540 N. Franklin St. since
1930, recently built and moved
into a new building at 2020 N.
Oakland Ave.




T ORY FOR COMET NOW WELL UNDER WAY

MUST BELIEVE IN

- ITS OWN ABILITY

-',,'L.‘, Pessimism Has No Place in the 1918 Program
When Growth May Be in Spirit if
Not Dollars

3 SR LN A A e s S

han ever before, Decatur will appreciate its substs
foundation during 1918.

1g experienced no booms, t’nert are
ht -r.v heal {n\ well balanced indusin
rersified manufartumg interests ‘to weat hm the

w

o~
. sz be better for the Government ownership
- n lems which have been want to stir up dis-
= community life wil lbe wiped out. For instance, we will |
= a regulate! coal business and at the same time be using
. ste pping our own product to outsiders, and
§5g in L.
he city be better for its new Social Service bureau, and
ras a b in the results of its recent co- operation in the farm
advisor ment for the county as a whole.
No ions Decatur’'s response to the ‘calls that the
— wear will b looking over (hc results of the campaigns it
- aas ha e the last year,
/ dec iing a bigger share in the activities of prosc-
__§ catmng the and these will mean much to its industries.
it wall continue to c:»rtvz_.hta willingly of its iyoung men to
he armies s older to the conduct of the war, and of its
me to Liberty ns, Red Cross, Y. M. C.-A. work. Knights of
Columbus Y. W. C. A and the other reasonable demands that
- R
Decatur will find itself forced to a prosperoes condition in

he demand of a steadily growing pop-

ae carnng lor hose who may come

pf makizz a FveFhood n old

eZ refosmg to let
- e e B
iz - % T a

e required ‘this to take care of the iterests of
e gone ¢ : 1 it may reasosmbly expect a

Accomplzwv enis

Decatur Has

i

Number of births registere
\'anm:c licenses issued
Contagious diseases reports
Arrests by police ......
Coroner's
Bank clearin g
Divorce decrees granted . .

Increased Buil
Surprzsg

Figures Show That 1917 Led Pr-

(¥
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Decatur, Illinois, Thursday, May 15, 1975
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| BY FORREST R. KYLE

That Pan American Race Car

Touehm few bases, .

Rm wmreof an old race -

" car and likely or not, youwll

arfmmLorenﬁngemthaj

ory about it.
~A picture of a Pan American

-, Tacer in Wednesday Herald and
"1 Review Auto Show supplement
.. stirred Hodge -to recall an
| amusing story about the car
‘gnd driver Tom Alley in
., downtown Decatur.

“Hodge, who had completed

hasoareerasandmgmachaxuc

" that Alley “drove the car’
. through downtown Decatur one

. day on the ‘way ‘ao the

garage e - A

AN ﬁhat ‘time d}a‘e was a

little house at the intersection
of South Water and East Main.
. policeman stayed there and

fie,” Hodge:said.
“+Along came Alley in the race
car which, naturally, didn’t

; have .a mutfler. He stopped, -

walted for'the “go” sign from
the policeman, than stepped on
the gas pedal.

o .+ The <b-r-r-rprup wbrated afew -

pearby eardrums and the

* «policeman tooted "his, whistle,

motwnmg Alﬂey to pul!. his
racer jothe curb, -

+-“The policeman came overto

tlhze car and: Tom acted as
though .he': couldn't ~ hear,”

t
.-Hodge. i.recalled. “So . the |

policeman. walked around |
behind the. car to. go to the .
ofher side. _ :

m.1p¥e of years along in 1917

orked a sign directing traf--

: the ‘\Iarquette—Bulck team. He |.
Was there, ‘in 1909 when the | .

Was in Downtown Decatur—Once

e gashe was beinnd"the’
car Alle

y stepped on the gas'

pedal. Now he was burning -
straight castor oil and it shof |
out the back and just amut‘
drowned the cop in oil,”: ;
~Hodge didn’t remember what |«
bappened to Alley as a-result |
bt it-ds: unlikely the Pan
American racer was ellowed m
downtown Decatur again, ~
=“Alley raced the car for a

18,” Hodge recailed, “and wop
several races - mth it.. The
company used it for publicity.
purposes all over the U.S.

ur

cylinder job made by Harry
Miller. It -was Miller’s motor
which la,er became the Offen.
hauser.”

ﬁ}eimy time trials last Satu :
day likely saw the two old race
cars driven around the track in |,
tae opening ceremonies.” Ome ;
as a Marquette-Buick. -
Hodge’s first experiences as’
& riding mechanic were with

first races were held at the In-
-gianapolis Speedway, but didn’t

ndemtbeBulckwhmhvwas‘

.exhibited last Saturday.

‘This particular car was
driven by Louie Chevrolet and ' -
Weon a 10-mile race in 1509,. The
iZnext day Hodbe rode with
Lewis q'rang in another Buick’
and won the 100-mile race, set- §
ting speed records for various’
dlstaﬂ(:% up to the IOO-nule
Blal'k

[
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Varlety of

en though Decatur’s early!

spes of becoming an
automotive manufacturing
center mever materialized, the
city finds major economic con-
tributions from firms related to
the automotive industry. i

The early hopes of the city
hinged on the success of the Pan |
American Motors Corp. and the |
Comet Automobile Co. i

Comet moved fo Decatur in
1916 from Rockford, while the
Pan American firm began|
meanufacturing cars in tem-
porary facilities in 1917.

Those hopes were bright. The
sutomobile industry was a
wyoung one, and the possxbxlxtles
seemed endless.
Mmmm !

By 1919 the owners of thel
mmpams were proudly pro-

clziming -a rosy future. Both
Tooked forwaxd to a ‘great
year”

Bm 1919 was more pmtmse

a8 )

The lovl, flat hmldmgs of thi Sangamon ’Ordn

our Major Plants
fade War Material

= m‘m =..—- was po munitions 19000 acres and peak &
‘-‘G‘ﬂ . “'ﬂw‘n‘w ‘ment was 15,000

I3

plant were spread over fhe ot Conmal Winww Smeiiomd

w» -

=
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: ing
renﬂyusedbymeYorkavm =T
dBnrgWamerwasconstmctedSrz _"'~ :
for the manufacture of Ford-0O- Orérazce Fawz s
Matic transmissions in 1956. The O2¥.

wventure provedmbeshmt ved, The basce:
hopance the Ford L 2 F




Meewest Occupant

e miant was occupied for 2iprodu

me by Western Electric
is now owned by Essex

perty in 1965 adding to
Twar diversification of

Decatur industry.

try to locate: in Decatur
the

el Schebler Products
Division of Barg-Warner Corp.

In 1948 the firm leased 2 plan
rom the Mueller Co. which had|

The building which

vesture proved to be short-lived,
pecause the Ford Co. began
mrodoction of transmissions I
s m facilities.
_ Fachery Converted
The factory was converted
e et aif CODEE-

anc

4 it entered|

Thefe was Do SCCPETMBORE thenSienal D bot and by Gener:
bts of three of th put Eleetric Co., first for pastics
; preduction @nd now far | audio |

mystery surrounded production

: | at Garti ivision until nearly
which purchased the at Gaptield Division unt 3 =it i1
- e the end of the War. Tee Sigoal Depot maimained | 5. ame hes changed. RS

Then it was announced ih2

¥ T in wvarious areas and 1had
the plant made a porous D3I B ebsd of bt m of #is products have changed,
: 2 empicymen: o ut 1,38, f i Ta 1012 ¢
2 but it remains 'as ihe | oldest In 1812 the
oo Decatur'y P

The first automobile-related used ip production of the ab
pbomb.|" The product was

after World War II was tified - phortly after th= Iu
bomp Wwas exploded

The |Sangamen O
¢! Plant land the O=%
| Plant were jocates
and south of ES B =

previously been used for the| SQuLn
manufacture of toilets 2 n dfof Tidpglis. TEewr &7 mary the city
- t2i . a=0!| missiol was IpaSEE SEEES
érimking fountains and in 1950 sl "_,, ; The business was formed and % buy that ppwer
: during the closing years of the. public utility. 5
OL:‘ to RKe

moved its carburetor plant from The Qak unt &=

Flist. Mich. to Decatur. the Sapgames Fa= B
is cur-;micway derimg te war 2T
restly used by the York Division inglon-Rang ===

Sangampon, WiEE

of Borg-Warner was construc

for the manufacture of Ford-0- Orénance Fmmicoae =< B

Matic transmissions in 1956. The Oa¥ = - siznt Bas been sheller in 185, 1871, however, thegeeds {
~= Soam By 18 the firm bhad been' eventual growth ofthe cof

formmne | 9.5

products - 3 3
oy ©Of the Herald and Review

also
small

equipmesnt for the Sienal {Corps |
T {SOTPS L hners have changed and many
7 fing machines.

ot was closed §n an o 2 il
Grive in 1061 4nd @ %.o st inuous "rn‘aur;‘xao,umnb
¥ uproar iubsided Jsﬂl:xes‘:_ in Decatur. e
2 sold ftolthe: e Union Iron Works sel the pi# i
i stage for the development ol the Innovations installgd,
metals and foundry industry in It was one af the Jus
! Decatur, an industry  whith install modern i
B | continues to: make !significant tion and heating. B is s
contribution to: the econamy of the first Decatur irkdustry
2 fectricity as a mpotive

cen

cand- was ¢
“show pibce.”’ E

P —

Civil War_ a partne rship The firm wass
between James Millikia and Railway Equipmgnt ~ ¢
Caleb C. Burroughs The early Chicago in 1967
saceess of the firm was fostered The Mueller Cogat s
by the invention of the coniwas 3 gunsmith pratic

The bainos e rv:

- pomi component W3S made in buiding m.b.d:wwhd Essex Wire s lafes -




wg wes oow of many used in construction of porous

fed to ABomb

-1235 from non-fissionable U-238. 4

gh the barriers.
porous barriers werel
perforated by billions’ of|
smaller than two m
s of an inch. A 1949




Garfield adjoining

on the east, and

#ire Corporation,
Yanufacturing, was
company that moved
©14, Comet's most
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Standpoint—Autos

By Thousands.

l'dﬂ Uf Decatur’s Greate

beauty ¢
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MURIEL E. PERRY,
Librarian

Decatur Public Library

DECATUR, ILLINOIS

B By T A A

T COMET {031LE COMPANY (’59;7,_,92’)
el Pou~ MWW(WW—Lz)W«#CPPA
The Comet Auvtomobile Cormpery ¥ u_baol*shud in o

May, 1917. The offic re: George

W. Jagers, president; ucrager and
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Decatur, Illinois, Tuesdav, Januaz;yi 19, 1971

The Moo L-—: olant has stood idle since 1958.
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