
?aric+^r of 013 3ui1...,r_inas.(vc:s ev.

i{acon County Histcrical Coordinaiing Co-.:.nc. :

.-::ressl 800 E, GarfielC - Essex 'rJire Corporation
Coramuni- cation Dl vision

Legal description -
Section or Plat L8?/51
Seetion 2-16-2
Beg. on'd slde of I,C,il.lt. row l0r N of S line Sec l-_:-_
th N 1153' th ri 15.8 th S41' Lhen,tt 4JZt th S 1122' --:-
E +BJr t,o pob (exc st) SE 114 Su{ t/4 tz,+j 3c:s:

Date of oriqinal

Note:

eonsiructi-onr Cirea 1plp

The i919 city direetory was the first one ic ti.st a
str':ct:-rre at this ad.dress - the 800 bloek =. Gai-
fieii, a;ijoining the flllnois Central Raiiro=i +*racks
on :re east. The 1917-1p1p city directories ii.s--ea
Ccret -uionobile offices af, 156-760 S. i{a.r,ar. liers
lt.ers l-1st tire nove of Conet from Rockford i,o }ecat,';:
i-n iric. -tt is possible that construction xas u=;er-
xay conslaerabiy before 1!1! and. also that there ei.4h:
have been . 1ag in the city direetory lisiin=.

Name of original oilrer! Conei Auionobile Co.

ilis'l"c::.r I

1. Frcn re;s lieas and city dlreetories, occupants oi -"he
p:o::r--:i 1r '.he 300 block iJ, Garfiel_d - aj-1 of i-t, or
i:ar-, ci --- - nave been as folloxs:

1.?-t - " -onet Automobile Company noved to this loca-
:1cn from Rockford_, Illinois."

i92: - "'33net passed into the hands of recei_vers, and.
lr-s entire property, including the plant in the
EOi block E. Garfi.eld, was sold for $60,000. Its^"r;al property at the time Nas valued at $400,
00c. ,,

iJecatur Diary, Dee.atur Review, 2/14/65.

(8ZO E. Garfield and f.C.R.R.)

fssex *ire Corporation,
-llvislon - Cable Mfg.

Name of the Communications

C



Liic*nrrr '1.F-:--:j.frluev: t 
:.

:-:_-::: _ -i---.y ?roiucts Co. (950 I. Garfield anC-

-.-.--..-'../
- -: - _- --:- _ ' ^....:r ii_Hershey corp.

- ---.::s Froiucts Divlsion
--.i:'l earts mfg., when it first began a'r.
:.--1: fccation)

-:=: - .::--3ra !Iect,ric Co.

-:--- - :-:-:

-,-:=::--- - --1sex Uire Corp., Communicati-ons iivision
; r,= i;,4o

.'TUR SUND

This lhe Comef plenf" nroct T*"try act4ied by Western Elec{lc Co., lo lt looked when first opened.
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Decsf{rr Diary

By Bex Spires

Corp. had begun active manu.
:acture of autos here. Alilrough
p:oduction wqs a far cry from
v;lat it is today, the two cor,-r-
panies believed they were cff
:o better things.

. However, by the end of 1913,
:"::h had folded and vanisbsd
fron the scene because oi fi
ualcial difficulties.

Aa indication of tle opti- l

mirp go, Decatur's future'il
:.Le autanotivc industry r,as e1
a:icle in the Herald in 191i.
:.hich said, "Deeatur wili prob-
a'rly never be a Detroit, but it
:ight come about within a rea-
sonable time that it wili be gir'-
::g some of the other'automo-
t ecentersarub."

81' January 1919, the con-fi-
Cence of Edward Danner, pres-
rrent of Pan Ameriean, a n d
George W..Jagers, piesident of

AEmost Beeame Automoh[Ee eemter

a,/+/r,t

:t:irP_ffiw@B:%ryI

'1.1e "Comei Sit''sold fo.r SI,IB5 and baasfed 50 horsepower.

lYe affi

CgTgt, plgmpled a &ews storf it anl:ournced iis ou:p-t: .: ,:::i .:-:-.: _r :..:*-:.: f ::::=_,!. : tr .T:li .\. I..tl'rlrl, i:+iier: cf;hi& sard, "Decatur an autc. r'.-olld rea:e {.r,-n i ....--- -.. -'. , - - ...-- ' ; -. =.:::bile center! ThG no* ip- rpio.-nri piciiii"r"r...- ;,', ,.--' . , .r-,,- ,_.'.----.--: t-':: ::' ll::::-r I:" s::i 'fe
!€a.rs.aprob.ability..ThePanabovesirci.sioii;,.ii.o:...''i.-.-.---
'ir:erican and comet fitt-9il:: Beset by legal difficulties antl Ccn:lcaied le.a: e::-ale, -tt -:, ::,:': F' ll:**. S:.. r.as
are looking forward to a great *;;;i;i"d;;;;;;li,lh" .;;i;.;..ri.a';; ...;;;_ a ;:r. :i !::a: :::s :a..:i'ear." r';;*; il;';;;^" llf-':].'" :^'::j^'':^,:;,--..I. l;: ' .{::r:'.,:' : P:,:r'a;r*.::j,.company passed into the hands pan5''s assets were i:raijv nlac-
.,!31uI predicted that five of riceiveis in 1e23 and i6;;- il';irrr 

"r.tirr rrl;.T1.'-.;i. I: ras sr caiec ig:.::.e :,i
::es as manv ears 

"p'3i;fl?ilt",, m"m:'h,, Hiixfl'H ,ll: il*,xid,::l'-.ill' 
il"'" -u' 

*loi'."1r.'i;lT',,i';i.:'f,;,I::rr{uged in'1918 would '

orticn of*;$,--:Uf"+",#'*lh';:fl"i!',,if},ftii#11$%lf.;,ir"**fi-**q,;;ffil"EiH:,!1"i;.. 
0.,, ,*,,s':: ard afive-passen8er,tou{'I Jagers exhibited the first De.r[a-ls1l.r, who brought the firsi 

ied at 540 rrt rirntiin-si. srnce
--'- car' known as "The Ameri'1g"iri."";*;;;;bl;, ;tl;il;";'Benz motcr vragon, io ie,30, ..."ntry tuiitlnd mo,ed- - - D^^..1., d^-^ r,-:- j:4u'jJ udrs' 'Comet, in 1gt7. perhaps the Decatur in 189J. sdrioirslv]into a new building at :0j0 N,- 1- 5eautv \'ar's'" 

lComet, in 1917. Perhaps t h e I Decatur in ras;. sSriol.l| ]into a new t
.:-:::g o:her comments,.Jag-]m_ost famou.s. model wa.s- lhe thouirrlof proo*lrg.r.ri,.i..^']oaklandAve.e-- sa:d, "The-signing .f i.|,"i:'Comet SLx,'. s.hieh sold forl-i.'cu..iLa out.itunriuu-inAl:._. _.:.J, rrE srBU.uB ur r{le .'L'omet SLX tfnleh Sold :0r, He Carried OUt eXtenSiVe andir:.--r::ce has flooded us with $t.1B.r and boas:ed 50 horscpow- .u.cosrfuf &r-.i*""iiir',i'rf.ii}]

-. - --::es from various foreignier. ]ihiliir;;;r;ii1;fi;;;il':" #il: j:. -::.:s, By tlrg ciose of tgtg,i. pan American v.as rerrgan-ii" .o*pfnt.ly td a;il;;;:: ,-,::ssl world - wide.repre-iized here Ln 191i - tgt8 ajter Senz ind.enirifi-it,;akirC;;r:::: :c: oi comet products," 
rDanners- ga:ed- cojrtiol of-.the r*uioui improremeni;. m; ;;;

-rg. Export lfirm and moved all its offices lbecame known as the Mueller-.rs. Exporr l$.* qng'*ou.a 
"tr 

in; iiti.*lii"i"*i ;r'"# ;;"iffi fiirlu".,lilrr !9_7r Clrrret did ship 49 1o.ilromctucago. lBenz. I

:_. : ...: autos to Belsi,im .{fte: a:--_--:g the D:lat.L[ The first reEularlv estahlish_r.,_--.-:-i"rri#-tJ'"etrJ1ril: _.{fter a:J-:-,rg th.e Decatir =6i:1 tir.t regularly estabtish_i
_ . :-: :::.e it was l.:I.i_O Fo::ntaln li bui:dtg a n d led automobile'ig;;y h;r* ;;

:: ::-. -::;+t rrgfu.;,xl erecitg ::,:.r rt:her-r. :i-: com. lthe Johnson & fandis nurnnfu,.-.: . .._:.:i:,a:r _ ilaCe ia:s !an..'. .-:: : ::t:l -f::.'::-: cf agency, which began operations.' -: --: :-:-.'S.-_-.:-.a. i-/' le:: :1:: :.-.e l.'L.-: Lef- in 1903.
l : :- ,::::.1 c: ir:e Co:.:: _:: l:,.::ri-,-:..*:-,-', 

-.=la: 
oldesrAgencies

" : f :: .:-:=::::: c..,',',!a:iss Il:*'-:-tt ,l::^_Lt'=ttt ':r: The ortest existing' agencies
- . - r-a cei reasonabiy gooti Auto Depressron ilnc. an6 .T t. TrIIman rnar-a r,eo reasonaoiy good Auto Depresston

mi] Lq00. Fmm ttreu on paa Amenean,s f
ffi -i L:+ +La eH.I-

:r-r rj.es reilsoflaory gom Auro uepressron ilnc. and J. L. Tallma:r lac.,r{n ig80. Fmm ttreu on paa Ameriean,s first appa-.-iioti;i-*[i.h are celebratinggE* -il t:t the s-El-ds ert dt'f :-ll:s ca::e in itheir +OtU 
-rioiu"r.aries in tnE

Decaiur. in 1912, seemed as
:'rgh it had a good start tow-'d becoming a ceuter for the

a u1: ortrotive industry.
Tbe .Comet Automohile 0o.
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Decatur, Iilinois, Thursilay, May 15, 1975
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ffiEVgEW
BY TORREST R. KYLE

That, Pan American Race Car
PTos 'in Downtown Deutur4nce

.l

'.-,..

foudring afew bas$, . . .
Runar$icture of an old ra*e

ca,r and,'likely or not, you'il
hgaii k{rn Ioren Hodge with a
sf,ory about it.
"A picture of a Pa:r American

, rdf,er in,Wedne$ay l{er:a.ld alid
1 Eeview Auto Show supple+er*

stirred H0dee ts roa1i an
i afnusing story abrx"ri tl:e car

.,. 1ffi driv€r Tom Al]ey ie
, dpwntown Deeatur.
, fiodge; who iad completed

his oareer as a riding merhanic
,,i ifr raeer*ar.s wten.,l&e Paa

4merieanvas rac€d, ftcaiied
,.i fhat Alley:i'&ove &e ear

throughdoufirtoir_n Decahn one

r ,{PY ogr. the 'waY to ine
garage.
;"A0rfrtat,tirne tfue was a

llttle hpus at the idersection
of Soufh Waftr and Fasi f,fp-in
d. policernan Sarcd there aad
frori<ed a sign direct4g trai-
$r:," t{,odge said.: Along came Alley in th race
@r which, naturaily, didn't
[hve,g muffler. He stopped,
waiteA tor the "go" sign from
tfte polioeman, thaa stepped on
tle gas pedai. -
i llhre "b-r-r-r.rup vibrated a fer
ngarby eardmtuc aad the
policer-naq tooted his" s'irisuq
rutioaing AlJey to pdl hls
racer !o tlie ctrfb. '

"Thg poiicernan carne over to
t'be car and Tom acted as
t&ougli ..$e :'cixilda't irar,"

, flodge. ;,rEcalled:.. "So , ihplicemarl walked airund
behind the, car io go 'ro tie
o[ier side. ' ;

" '.'. -.--,-:;;:-S ri-h;: tyele gt
:: - -.-.. :. ".: "-:..: l::t S;tur-
il--. .,.. ;;.. :-:: t;,'o old racg
c.-:.i --:'..-. -r: *:.i l-:e trl:l; in
I j ......-" - -:-.C..:::. 0.1:'' - -. -.- -...._- .-.i.
:i -.. S i^;:, a-\nei'iences aS

L - - --. - :. ...: -'::: \', gr.e ri ith
i -.. l.-,:i-*.:i;B.rtcl tean'r. lie
',' .-r i. :.. 1;t ii"i t,l,:n the
:..-. -- -:i :.: :.--i a: tl--, Lt-
. - -.:-..r: S;-..:, -:'. biit. didn,t
i : .- r-_ : - r-'-i l_ -_.- .,..._-i !"as
c:-.-:,: :i l.-: S..:::;:r'.

t- \fa5
c- -.... :: , ...; C:;-;l'c,.I:; andi' .-. a ^--:,*: -.:; I 1i -,,1, The
i:".: :_--. I_:;a r.,ie il-iih
l-: .: : . -: :. ;:. .r._':' turk
i .- ... -. -' -.".'.:--e la(C. ;r'l-

c-_.::,:is -!:o iie 1C&riile
r,-i

:'aii;
,r'1S
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,4,f8--/ /-fu
D strr L#x' ],C uhli, !*ibrunr

DECATUR, lLt]NOIS MURiEI E. FERRY,

Librqrion

t*-<4 Pcx-A*;+- fucdcra $ntqa-at;(titz-zz.) -2.-.AtuA- e,* pn'^11
The Cornet ilutorrobile Cc.:pa:-3' ;as e:t,ablislted In -w'

I.{a1', i-QJ.','. The off..lcet's of t:.i: c'c:':-lar-;* ?rei Gecrge
i'i. Jagersr :rresident; G.'rI. ::ec.', :e:es ruanager &nd
fir',:t .rf-ce-oreg'iJen-u1 n. 3. Ce:;'rei1, .:urchasing agent
and. sec0nd. presi.d.eet, anC. i,,,l. :. ts. l.laiden, "factorymanager.

The far:tory .i,s a o:le-slo-ry :t:'ucture l-jO feet by
600 feet, l-ocated. ,i:: tlr: EOO b1ccl. ;:r Grfield Aveirue,
riith the Il-l-i..rcis Cer'urai re:l-roai i:-r the east,

T'he factory esse::ir.'es il:e latr-'.,s for the Comet
automcbiie and truc:<, !l:,=re ar.e ti;c hri-ird.re<l and fj-fty
,Lifferert parts of tle car'.-rhich lsyc ruo be put together.
These parts cc,iie fraoa ./ario'.rs part,s of tire United.
States. The uel,al and vcca -carts cc=e f::orn MoJ_ine,
Il.llnc,is; i,he nctors frcn Det:ior., i.{ichiganl sna}l
castings frcm tlie jlecat-.-r i.:alfeable frc; i{o:,lis, Decatur
fllinoir, ai:,-d tiie u;hcrst:ri-:rg, :uttiag oa ,;op aRd.
curtains are dc::e a-, .ull.e -Jactory.

The Coraet Stx is a. car cf -;:-rusu_a'j besuty, heving
a very lcng body:lacie ia greee..= laaroon or bl-ue. Atthe 'creserrt 'l,ilre tl:e t:er selis fcr $212C.00.

As the. coirlrany i-s onJ-y i.: j,ts in_iancy, shl_pmentsare nair:-iy macie tc t,he l;n.tr:d. S-.ates, altho arr.= harr*been shippr:d to Denrar.k and Eelgi,r:.

ilmpl.o;.gEs receive frc= iorty_iive to g6ysrly centsan horir, vc:r:i; nine hours a <ia;r and six ,1ays a rseek.

Take::. fr,lr-r - CITy CF llICnTIlR
l,.r"ritten b;,_ )tn, 6ih,
lth grad.c pu.pits oi
l, clloois

?th., gth, and
the Decaiur pu.blic

cfiOr
Ei
F:l

e
4o
6
if,Hr.t{
o
E

fl
tr
tr,
FrJc
C)r{

I
\

t
.



4n-/th 31, 1138

-A



5'I,'"-t-;-
in

'-q?J4Azt"
I

.ir-C,L \
\

,.C

\



I)ecatur, Illinois, Tue.clar-, January tg, l97l

r-;..€- i.Gi/^M**'*q :-
*-J-',-l> * tli.t'z' ado-h-''j*-2'zz' 4*'*.-

*z&s,-,-2, 6J-**'-*- 6'442/ J*-u-

': r:' ]:--: : :-i h;: siooC idle since 1958.
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f, - -' : t,n' P upet' House

: -..-' . !,_:r:::ell lment.
: . . =: ilcuse. Inc., Decatur. p,:. - :: - :he former ^,:,:- ,;: ; :i: - _ .; : ,",- ,t arlo Ii. 3::i:'H".;'.'; -- :

' - '--': ;;"i, 
",t,- 

.=-. . .,-.- .
I = : -:::as. agleement was rRobert co.-:a:. ll:' :-

- -- -:'. :,.rav bl Charles E. Renor-aiio: -: '.'. I -.
. --l-=:,:l:. r-lce pre-sicient and Arms plant. ri:c-- --= :. :

. -rrar. T\o...ice ra.as v,.ork on 1:.e : ": ,.

:.' :..:-csed, heating s]'sier:,. : . ,--
.--.: :uiidurg. which has stood completed o; --:-.

.:.= -:i i2 )-ears. riill be com- Decatur Pa;= .:. --.: :::-r' renovated. Decatur filiaie of the I:-: -:. .., -:
l=::i House plans to use only is a n,tro,rs. .- .

.:.= :c::.h end of the building for operating oi..'r-r.-:-
-". cisiribution center. The re- ''\{e'r'e o-:=:T . . - - .

-: {r{-r square feet of warehouse eliminate c,-r' :: r- :
.:-.::. n'ill be avaiiable lor ren- too."- The fili:_ .,-.,:. .- _i

... llanr is on an l8-acre sile The rr.. :
':.: :-as 255.000 square feet of per,ionn:- r:t---:,:t : :."
.: ....,t floor space in a singie cordirg::' l,l::-.-: .
- - ;1:h 25-foot ceili.ngs and 40- Bcb S::..,: - :-- - :-, . ' :
:,.- :ai's. An additional 80,000 Chanbe: - - : - .
.:--::'e feet is offices, basement dus:i:al irI----i.-.:: -: :':
::,: baiconl'space. deligh:e: l -. ,

lrlcKenzie said the firm in- neeis ::,. :.-':: -. ro use the exira land for spaca. '

:::,:rc,nal irdustrial develon- The,l:..-:.:-:'. : .:.
-\ii--.a--. a : _'.

er C,i :..'.. :-:.- -.-. -. - .

firm Buys War Plant k' r/eq{"1-4
E4'"c/:

.-- .- i-a:' ii. the facilitl' was

....- : ::a:ulacture a pari used
:, . . ::::li;ciion of the atomic
-. ::: !.:.; employment in the

. : ::i efCC r-gi 5,ry0
- ".- . ::: :r. af ,

-:r-. ?:esident Harry S.
.. ..: ..::eil a bill making the

. .': -.!:c icr the proCuc-- , , -.s and projectiies. It
.: ':. i.: .: from the Atomic

.-- . :..:-.-ssion to the Narly
- a a-_ 

_ 

= -.

. ,. -, - :---:t the name was
.-.: . --.-,,::Arms.
. - ..- :,. .:ncierlvent a $l

.:: - j :i ioh. The- -' : J""',

: -:.,:r ,;a:n in 1952 and
:r ::=:.,:a fof tne Navy as a::.:r:.: .,:rsiciary cl , the,

: - -: .':=:-S:e1-COfp.
_- :,:" - --:i. the Navy an-
-. :- -,: ::ocuction at the

-:'.- -:-,- -=.aa
, .. .-. -:- a standby beLsis

: .:,::-,: .---..:;i: as i,he Naval
: : -' '': ,:: - s:riai Reserve

:- _

l-- -... ,-:.":: severai efforts
. . ::. l''.'.:: nake the pla-nt

: ...::.= --. -riltate industry,
- ; - 

'-i: ::-is rras aecomF

I . ,---:l: rras sold to the
r: - r'. r: Pliiadelphia. Pa.l

. - -:. :!.. : :::m. in December,

: -. -:,.1 there have been
- . :: -::s of prospectirre

.::r:,.: ::ichase p1ans, but
,. _ti-^i: .- :-i- -;.12=u.

. : .. , :acent eflort was in- -:. --:catur tried to have' : - :i.' .+ t:led as lhe site for
: r :.: Department of

.- - st'ate income tax
. -.- .. I:.s also failed.

D


