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Addresss St. Patrick's Catholic Church, 407 E. Zldorado St.

Date of original construction: Cornerstone 1aid 1903.

Name of original owner: - St, Patrick's Cathelic Church.

History:
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"Phe first Catholic servicss ever held in Decatur was coniu
Rev, Father Pendergast in July, 1853, at the residence of Brs, ¥

by

TV

W. Main St...¢sIn 1854 Rev, Father Cussack was sent to Decatur ami rsaained
rector of the church five years. 'Services were held in the court house
and at private residences until 1857 when Father ack rzised money en-
ough to erect a frame church on W, Prairie, d W23 jerwards
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moved to E, North St. and is now occupied for pa =1 school
(1880) "On March 17, (St. Patrick!s Day) 1863..a brick churca
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The brick church located at the northeast, corner of Jackson and North
(where the school was later constructed) was used froa 1864-1910, Om
January 18, 1903, a five fooi bell weighing 3,700 pounds with frame was dedi-
cated. It had been made of "bell" metal, 77% copper and 23% tin, and was con-
sidered to be of especlally fine tone.

. The present structure was begun in 1908 (the date'oﬁ the cornerstone).
In the 25 Years Ago column in the daily newspaper, October 25, 1934, the fol-
lowing app=ared. (It would have been copied from the October 25, 1909 paper):

"Rev. Father Jeremiah Murphy has announced that a fee of one dollar will
be charged for admission to the dedicatory services for the new church on
Sunday, November 21, 1909, This is to prevent uncomfortable overcrowding. It
is expected that nothwithstanding the seating capacity of 1500 that the church
has, it will be crowded."

A March 19, 1916 news item on the Rev. Fr, Murphy was headlined "Raised
$171,000 in Sixteen Years"., The article stated that Father Murphy's record
was a remarkable one, having come to St. Patrick's when there was a $21,000
debt and a new church needed., He paid off the debt, built and paid for a
new church that cost $120,000, and then built and paid for a school that cost
$30,000 more.

Present owner's names St, Patrick's Catholic Church,

‘. 407 E, Eldorado St.
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On January 11, 1923 the following news article appeared:

St. Patrick's to be among most beautiful in State
Bernard Mellerio, Former French Artist, declares each Church is Indi-
. . vidiual !
Harmony in Decoratlona Brings Rﬁverence

1ly, offers pronounced lines, ani the decora
of architecture. For that reason 211 panels

s mosdic treatment. The borders on the upper
11 be throughout. All effects shall be stone:
ic,

"The church, archlt ctura
tions harmonize with the iype
columns or pillars are ic¢ hav
walls are Gothic and so it s
not the garage type, but class

1,

3

V]

"Above the vestibule doors to left and right of the sanctuary are panel
spaces probably 9x10 feet in extent, now _bare wall, These are to be covered
with reproductions in oil of mubterploces- To the left %The Ascension'
and to thes right *"The Transfiguration', .both by Perubine (Vannun01) a 15th
century painter whose church iecorations have since been regarded as master-
pieces, .

"In the panels of 3he re story ill be , the pcrtralts of twelve doc-
h ch i by hellerlo and by that artist to be
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A1l of the sanctuary is to be newly dscorated. On the columns at the
base of:-the arch in relief will be figures of angels holding the chains which
carry electric lights. All pansls are to be in mosaic effect and all lines .
are to be pure gold leaf, The columns zre to represent Porta Santa marble.

There are toAbe new stations of thz cross, All of thsse features were in-
cluded in the first thought of decorations, and there has been added the
purchase of handsome light fixiures in the auwditorium, i

"The change in appearance of the church interior may in some measure be
understood when it is remembered that whsn the building was completed the
decoration of wall and ceiling was limited to flat tints without so much
variation as a small border.

"The date of completion of the decoration is near February 1, 1924."

) ' B Decatur Newspaper Files
o ‘ ’ : January 11, 1923.

"Nearly 1500 people attended the dedication services at the St. Pat-
rlck's Catholic Church Sunday evening, many of whom saw for the first time
the beautiful new decoratlons upon which artists have been at work for weeks

Decatur Newspaper Files
February 25, 1924,
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In an About Town column appearing in the Decatur Review on April
23, 1938, the followlng was written:

v “The plague over the main entrance of St, Patrick's Church has held
our interest for many years. This week we called upon Fathsr Murphy for

the meaning of the work and iis origin.
(=} - o

‘ "Of course you know, he r
our church; the scene above th
life."

plied, St. Patrick is the Patron Szit of
cor was taken from one of of
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) In an About Town column appearing in the Decatur Review on April 23,
1938, the following was written:

"The plaque over the main entrance of St. Patrick's Church has hel
our interest for many years. This week we called upon Father Murphy o
the meaning of the work and its origin,

“10f course you know, he replied, 'St, Patrick is the Fatron Saint of
our church; the scene above the door was taken from one of ma !
life.' '

"At the tlme the church was built ample provision was made for a plague
above the door but there was no design for the actual plaque itself, The
architect denied any responsibility for furnishing one and so, sesmingly,
did everyone else, At this point Father Murphy, whose intelligence nas ofts
been called into play to settle material problems as well as spritual, sent
a scene from the 1ife of St. Patrick to a designer in St. Louis, togsther
with dimensions of the opening. The present installation is the result.....

"In the design over the door.....the shamrock may be seen in the crook
of the crozier which he holds in his right hand., With his left hand he is
baptizing a member of the royal family (perhaps the son of Milchu himself
who was so baptized). The crown and short sword of the recipient are thrown

to the ground before him as a sign of submission.”

L. C. Trow, About Town
April 23, 1038

In 1961 the following appeared in the local news: "This week the fin-
al touches on the murals in St., Patrick's marked completion of a $43,700
decorating project.

"Delicate shades of blue and green predominate and give the sanctuary
a soft, muted atmosphere,"

Local Newspaper Files
October 21, 1961
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"Repair work on windows at St. Patrick's Catholic Church was done this
week by the Bavarea Studios from St. Louis Park, Minnesota.

"No art work was invdlved in the work on the stained glassfwindows., Work
involved general repair such as reputting where necessary, fixing bent locks
and putting chains where ropes wére worn out,

"Along the highest wall area vari-colored ‘antique glass haszeen in-
stalled, It is leaded in geometric designs., Formerly there was only plain
protective glass, ‘

"Below the windows are 28 murals painted by Chas, Vickery of Chicago.

"The Kingdom of Heaven and the parables of Christ are depicted in soft
shades. The two large murals were painted right on the walls., The rest were
painted on canvas,

~

"The aisles are covered with light green carpeting, a unique feat
Decatur's Catholic churches. ® The ‘rest of the*floor under the peas is
with a pale green vinyl flooring.

ure in
covered

o

"The project was started in June by the National Company of St. Louis,
This is the same interior decorating company which worked on St, John's Epis-
copal Church this summer,

 Local Newspaper Filss
October 21, 1961
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Cost of Some of
Decatur Churches

St Patrick"s 3 . « - B125,000
Firat Methodist
First Presabst

Grace

First Baptist

First engregnitonn
st Jo

Central

Camberils

First United Brethres




FOR NEW CHURCH -

Handsome Electnc Fixtures
For Sanctuary of St.-
Patrick’s.

Two andsome electric cande

geven feet tall, will shortly be or
Rev. J. Murphy, rector of St
mck's Catholle church, for the ew !
butllding at wi shor e
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gregation

candelabra will be place 1

|

marhel pedestals on the floor of the|
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a. on which the priest stands when
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CENTRAL CEURCE—OF CHRIST-O. W. | conduotedl by G. M.
Lawrensce pastor Sundary school $:30 o =
Preaching servios MW & & =
PREESBTTERIAN-—W. H Peabal-
Suaiay scaoc:

Public worship, 10:45 a m Preaching , ENGLISH LUTHERAN —Ray George Catf- , service mérning or
be pastor. Eubject, “The Gift that is In | Ha pestor. Sunday schesl $.30 4 m. More- | COLLEGE TREET oON
te Trastmas wi _sing g service W4 Sebject. “The Blemtag of | school £ g m. k
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Evening
Miller of
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convention st Cerro Qordo

FIRST UNITED BR
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Proaching service }0:45 & m. and
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Displays
the Magnitude
of Our Fall Stock i
of Choicest Home
Decorations.

sive Window

—

¥ sancroay. | Ihis Week, Our Annual Fall Opening Displays of Inte

Floor Coverings,Dr

" equipment is complete,

—Qur Facilities

OR every possible requirement in
the art of home decorating, our
The most mod-
ern electrical machinery; none but skill-
ed workmen and salespeople who have
spent years in the service combine to
assure you a 1hnrnu;:hl\ satisfactory
service. Whether it be special sized
rugs; laying or sewing carpets; hanging

paper; making window shades; or de-
signing special drapes, our positive
guarantee is back of every piece of

work. Estimates chee :,nllx submitted
at any and all times. Any one who is
building or planning a new home can
secure many valuable ideas and sugges-
tions by consulting our artists and by
ecarefully inspecting our many new and
attractive decorations shown this sea-
son for the first time.

The Choicest Patterns

and Golor Gombi

BAGDAD WILTON RUGS—This
is the highest grade of Standard
Wilton 'made. It is made by the
oid Lowell company, is all worsted
znd has the name Bagdad woven in
ecach rug.

small Persian patterns, as
as all the latest noveity effects

BODY

< and prices as follows: that will please those seeking tlis
x 12 old reliable make. This rug is fwll
<3 x 10-6 5 frame/
9 PP T TS T T

4-6x

ARTLOOM SEAMEESS RUG—
This is a nne-pim-r fug (no
with good close pie. [t
clegant colors, that are hard to get,
in many other rﬂ;;

line has
terns this s€ason

SCAIES )

comes n

9x12 zize $40
BRUSSELS RUGS—THhis

many new desirable pat-
in new colorings,

7-6....,.........

$10.00
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I TON RUGS—This | ARTLOOM SEAMLESS RUG—
— . 2 ooe-Dece rug (no scangs

- . - - > . e nes

ACUo

i S Y $128 H:
Exclusive Agents For Kashmir Rugs :

St ‘e aei - : A | M a
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\{l sizes and colors as follows TAPESTRY BRUSSELS RUGS % | LA
19x18. $27.00: 0x12, $12.50; 9x16-6, This 9x12 rug 1s a good heavy .
$11.00: 7-ux10-6, $10.00; 9x9, $10: 1 - iz in good bright colors a b '
9. $8.50; 4-6x7-6, $4.00; 3x6, Y : = .
S special value for the price
1.50; 3x12, $3.50; 27x54, $1.00. g !
PAMRE VR BN S R e ceeeeenes S12800 R |

GRANITE ART SQUARES—Ox12 | 1\GparN RUGS—AN wool rug ;

good medalion and plain cent-
ers for bed room ise: Each only-| guaranteed aguinst grase =
4

$4.98. | small Oriental effects,in good co =

SMYRNA RLGS—These rugs orings. We have a/large stock 1 ]

come in small hearth sizes, in oaks, select from. ’

13 d such colors as to be used 55

€r carpeungs. 9 x JOBIL o sseeens 7.00
9 ;

36x72 | - HEx54, E
6x72, $3.50; 30x60, §2.25; P6x34 o8 e . $5.00

SCHOOL OPENS
Theresa s academy and the
ol wiil openy & Werk

same lime &5 *

w: the usual 211

s eLpecte

SUNDAY SERVICES. $1.98; 18x38, 98c. , !
T AND __r_,;._::.;"'[ AN 3 RUG FILLER-—}‘.“T like a b?_rd_ AXMINSTER RUGS——-r‘ g i

not half so expen- known by all users of 5; as o !
By oak effects, well | is ome bHf the most d g i
polished, a yard ......45c to 80c made And can be washed witho l
damage to the fabric. An clegas
HODGES WOOL FIBER RUGS | celection of good patterns
— Half wool fiber and half wool, for

bed room use. It lays perfectly flat} o x 12 ... ... ———

tn the Tnar o d r

wood floor,
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.t The Catholies of Decatur have reared them & W@ rthy
aid adorned the eity with an architectural masterpiece. God may

i . .

£ be found in the closet or the rigorously }J
meetinghouse of the Puritan as quickly as in the
Cathedral, but it 18 not to be denied that phys-
: jeal thmgs may stimulate the religious gpint.

i Lofty arches, breathing of strength and grandeur, windows of
eolored glass through which the light falls gubdued, lopg aisles,
frgscoes and carvings are good to look upon, and inspire reverence
for the Great Architect. A beautiful ¢hurch is a sanctuary from
wiliich one may escape if but for a mome

‘THE NEW

§% PATRICK'S.

nt from the world's glare
ahd blare, and there are many seeking rest and meditation who do
ndt stand upon ereed or dogma. So that it is not in vain that we
build our churches peautiful and dissimilar to the ordinary
anglitorium. ;
‘The new St. 1
Sweetly harmonious buil

satrick’s; built in the early English Gothie style, is
ding throughout, a credit to its designer,
aml to those who earried out his ideas in stone and mortar in solid
dior and delicate fresco. Is dedication is an event in civie history.
It completion 18 & tribute to those who by generosity and sacrifice
make it possible. The pride, however, cannot be wholly theirs.
Tgeatur claims its share.
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it Henry Clews, the veteran New York banker, departs occa-
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value of the rye erop to read a moral lecture

MR. CLEWS to the American people. Mr. Clews indeed

2 ON is comparable to & grm old Cato warmng
BXTRAVAGANCE. his countrymen of the dangers of luxury and

: extravagance, -

I8 Were he a eensor with power, one Wi nders if Mr. Clews
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#id grand pianos, passing upon the rights of individuals to
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CORN DAY PARMEA =5
SUGGESSEUL FEATURE =

SULLIVAN, Nov. 11
exerciges Were & SUCCess in
the different
resented by the
the parade were worlhy of
a passing comment,

The line march was formed at
the north side »¢ ol and the parade
started exactly &t 20 o'clock headed
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| Glenn Whitfleld poland and I. B.{
Whitfield :
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DESCRIPTION OF CHUROH,
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aturiang ' began to cnmb
to recognition in thelr profession, they
returned each - year ' for a visit at
home—and they still were bachelo
Nelther sald anything about meeting
with sany Lorelles In their transient
lite, and Mrs, Leighton thought *“ail
weil™
New Daoghter Returns,
the first new daughter T8
unexpectedly Mrs.  Lefghtén

= .

-

When

rned

turned over the parting promise given
her

sons and dismissed it from her
#he dld not blame him er
she said.

from

= \DMISSION FEE

los Angeles last

g
' month, & friend who saw the Lelgh-
- tons In Los Angeles, told Mrs, Leigh-
lU ton that her son, Bert, was marriefl
he “cat was out of the bag’ The

send many explanations and queltloml
flew back and forth through the mQ-
dxv_m of Uncle Sam.

Mrs. Bert Leighton is an orpha.n.
and lived at 430 South Water streeét
during the latter part of her resi-
dence in this city.
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# It represents an lasvestmeent of

i x‘ finest example

church architecture in I

fenst 135,000 and there are still 18
be ndded meore art gisss wisdews,
mud n pipe orgas

Ground for the buildisg was
brokea Mareh 17 (8t Patrick's Day)
1DON,

The corner stome was ladd Juae
25, 1905, and marked aa spoch .
the history eof the Catheolle . -
of Dventur.

The main anditeriem will
fortably seat betweesn 1100
persons

Today for the fMrwt
elal high mass will be
Decatur.

The addition of this
the churches of Dee
dlsputed this eliy's
the finest lot of church
the state,

The new chureh 4
houne of worship that
sanctuary of St Patri
for half a century

In reality holdings and
provements thereon St Pa
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fzation in the city of Deentur

Wsually
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These tablets slwm contala CALCIUM
ATE, which l»n mild though effective
trimgent, and which relieves sand cures the diar

rhoes by easy stages. It does not act with such |

iddenness s would cause polsoning of the sy
the eontmary, by it ptic prop
sine, :--.umui germa and poisons
x in intestimal indigestion and diar
hoea, ape royed
Not only are the starches d
action of other ingredients they contain sl
buminous foods like meat and egge are alpo di-
gested. Thus they cure indigestion of any kind
Buy a peckage from your druggist teday for 50
conts and send us your name snd address for fres
ssmple p ®.  Addresi F. A Bioart Oo, 08

ligested hy the use |
Stusrt's D spepsia  Tablets, but through the |

Men’'s and Young
Overcoats SIO fo

I‘valusivo styles, patterns and matena}g_
some of the cleverest imaginable ideas— not
but in dra]m weaves and finish

We bave $5000 worth of sunits urngd
selling for LESS THAN COST.

Beautiful assoriments of new fury
neckwear, collars, gloves, ete. you'll want
wear, Pleased to show you.

J. H. HA.

159 E. Ms




Visits to St. Patrick Church revsa" th=at *hes claresstory
vanel mursls a2re victures of the vergzh™l=2s I Christ,
not the doz*ors of the church, as sa}d _= newspaver
article <f Jznmmary 11, 1923

Stained glass windows in the &pse =rT2 vortrzits cof
Fr thhew, jstk Lukn and John, and of Jeroms, Auz.stine,
Gregory and Ambro @ The first four, of course, arse
authors of the lew Testament Gospels, znd the Iati=sr
four are doctors of the church.

Altars have been removed, except for ths lowsr sscTicz
on the right, which is now topped by a rspvosizcory
for the Blessed Sacrament. A plain wood tzbl=s sli=r
faces the congregation, and the pulpit is rervlizc=i o7
a lectern, 21so wood. There is no sign of th= eslsciric
brass and glass candelabra given by a member of Tn=
parish when this building was dedicated.

Archles in the sanctuary are completely exvposed, s=rvi~z
as background for the new altar. Abovp them nave Des==n
installed some vertical wood shutters, the only decor=zion
in the sanctuary now except for the arches and ths
stained glass windows above.

# Monsignor J. Cullen O'Brien told me Jan. 30, 1975
that the are called "battens," not shutters. He also
stz=ted that the pulpit has not been replaced. And he
s=2id that the candelabra mentioned above were not in
“r= church 2t the time of dedication. However, they
n=g§ been ordered in August 1909, according to an=swsrTeDer
:"‘-‘""3.
¥szr, O'Brien did not think admission had been cherged,
=3+ I =racked this down in the newspaper: see print- out
Ffro= November 21, 1909 newspaner.

: i~
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s Cach The sculpture of spun
oronze shows Christ crucified
over an outline of Christ risen
i triumphant. The new

Staff Photo by Doug Gaumon

crucifix was added to the
church as part of a recent

remodeling project.

.
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8t. Patrick’s Story
Is Story of Priest
By Tom Mahoney
Of The Review Staff
Fverv once in a whxle vou read
a story that starts out “No story

£
5 .

Fr. Murphy died in
: the memories of him ar
~ Almost daxlv you can
.~ one say “T remcm-v wh
* Murphy « . . “One d=
dean . ., .7 or jusz n -
should have known Fr. M
It seems everyone d
him., And it seems th
remembers that 2z t
‘covered 2 kindly
heart.

Stories aLm* h: must go I

3 Om&w‘.”h.hlmm:.n—
L S catnr. s
“Imgidmhms_m
tion todev—3 fomnd enr this gar-
ish was in enerae befme Fo

_‘.ZA: d@glbﬁﬂp

Vmbeﬁ.&imp‘n’szﬁm
of(ﬁzm,mmbeeﬂtﬁz&va

'n&"mgmhuw'ﬂTI%m&mmaBapﬁst
‘m ——-rmﬂ came
Rev. Fr. Thomas Maleady, m.,m.&m_,ﬁ =7 ok

recalled that he was an irremovable
priest which meant that even the !
bishop could not transfer him to|
another assignment without his
consent.

“This pionecr priest, who for
more than 60 years administcred

been summed up
ears before at «

WO

I’??D" TAE. 3¢ Hne CITmeT.
:mm. 0 i
.

IS L e ﬂﬂmw

i -\n if Fr. \Lm“.fr were slive
today, e, too, would be noting 2
crnturv—he was bomm Dec. 253,

Mmm.
thmmtd&zgmpt&:eﬂ%: “The fire person who came o) 1855, i
“would pey wsesh see me 2 the bospital after my in-| . - - )

The sory of Fr. Murphy's death

‘ ~
S " vt W | -
-
=3
Izst Semdav Se. Pa=ick s Chmc® :'5
W
held 2 dinmer = wihich priess Wi ==
mcc;mﬁ;m:ﬁsmm,‘ ~".
who served the parsh spoie | g =
:\Zm:ﬁ:"&m:.mmn .E;
- =
: !E }bgu._#l S:m‘ | ;;q
Rev, Fr. Teoy Soen. mowr of mirv, “Ther 2iso comceded g

i

about ~ such-and-such ?vouldf be the church’s sacraments to thou- =
comp]ot’t,z WG TR O % sands of his flock, has met his 4
and’S(.)' . \ ‘ . God to receive the imperishable te- s

This is onc of thosg stories. . ward of a Life oF poseara] selFisarris &
CII\OhSt(;WD il;z?: nssw 122{;;'5 fice . .. May his valiant soul rest = ,(_

hurch of De - . :
ing its first 100 years, w ould }gm};zacji) Gsré:;?m,thilsllx\;;“ofl‘f}re ;:1‘
il b meion U i
M. R Rt. Rev. Msgr. (J‘e:orge H. Pow- jis)

.I:r .I\lur Ly scrved St. P ell, hq sgcceeded l“f- A’Iurphy_ at 7*}
for 48 \caﬂ——hnm 1898 to St. P:a_mck s, said, “The affection| 1—3

© —and died in 1948 in St v in which he was held and his long o)
Hospital. o list *“{JCO'nplhhmems speak for
<

fromm&wwsb&mméwamu}mmmg& . - s
Fr. Murphy's stable. He ordered 2| yiew. Tribues were printed from : > -5

new one instzllsd

b!d!h?b? manvy avic and chorch leaders and

i

. the mext day, -~ the 5& pastor w ) o L

fid 'I‘hé'miw'mm&awminm&dm&g_ o e . ) iy i

and received Fr, Murphy's “pes-|- k& recalled that the church had 1

: Er. Muleady s=id '$21,000 debt when he arrived and

: &ymg Jay, Fr Mr{ia T0'veabs it was cleared ‘andj

" front{$70,000 was reised toward a hew| -
church. i

Jrrecalled he was @ “rural dean”f ' - 3 :

Nind g miSiguaty rector.”. It also »

Fr. Smith also recalled:”

“I soon learned that the only
way to get along with the dean is|
to do your work and do it thor-

oughly He led and did his work,
cted his assistants to fol- |

pastor? of St




thew fmst ImeEtEg

“Are you the new priest?” Fr.
for—for ssked. “Yes, father,” said

] e

. Sonigh.

How oo I know?”’ asked the

letcer from the bish-)
op.” the new sssisant answered. |
“How &a T know the bishop

letzer?” was the next

Vhile Fr, Smith searched for an|
snewer Fr. Murphy smiled and!
2dded, *Tll show you to your
room.” y

“That was the only time he ever.
was with me,” Fr. Smith re-|

{
1
- called. |

1.

low, He has been a nard WOTKer|
and never has spared himself, no|
matter how heavy his duties be-
came. But he was always generous,

-patient, and kind.”

An idea of what Decatur as a
whole thought of Fr. Murphy can
be gained from his 65th anniver-
sary party on'July 18, 1945.

The Herald and Review de-
seribed it as “Fr. Murphy Day in
Decatur.”

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat |
sent a correspondent who wrote af
lengthy article under the heading:|

“Catholics and Non-Catholics of |
Decatur Threw a Party for the|
Padre—at the Masonic Temple.” |

Two hundred of the 600 at the|

Misiammmm ek Cathalie -
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