
Register oi 011 3uildings
t{acon County Hi-siorical Coori.inating Counei}

Add.ressr st. Patriekrs catholic cnurch, +07 E. jIf,c:aio s--.

Da.te of orieinal eonstr':ction: Ccr:lars+"one l-aj-d' 1903'
:.

Nane of orlginal oi{.neri . st. Pa'-rick's cathclie church.

Hlstqqyr

"fhe first Catholie jerrices ever heli ia Deca+,Ur xas coaiucta: ::y

Rev. Father Pe4d.ergast ln JuIy, 185), at the residenc= of ltrs. l{ar-ria cn

il. 14"f" St....lfn fa:+ nev. Flther Cussaek ras sent to Decaz'lr an': reraj-aed-

rector Of the chureh flve years. 'services lrere held i'n :ite co'rs'- hause

and. at private lesld.enees wltll 185? rhen Father Cussack raisad' tolleF en-
ough to erect a frane ch,seh on id. Prairie. The buiiiin= ii- a:-terli3:iis
moved to E. I,Iorth St. and. is no,f occulied- ior inrochiai sci:c:i:'-::!-3s?s"l
(iAg6l -,,0n 

March l-?, (St,. Patriekls lay) f863..a bnck eh'=c-h ras c3tlrl.n

Flcu, i;i're iistQ*-:--qi Hae:r' Jcuniy
i380

. Published b3r 3riai, -{cior:':3n ani Co'

Ttre briek chtlrch located at .the nsrtheast, corner of Jaekson arri f,crth
(whete'the school was later consiructed.) 'ras used- frOB 1861L191O. Oa

i"no"oy 18, 1903, a five f,oo{, bellrue{ghing ).r?OO por:ad's ri-t-h fraa'e ras de{ii-
cated. It had teen traae of "o-e11'linedalr'?ff" coppr a.ad ?3f, iil, asi ras con-

sid.ered to be of especially fine tone.

The present structureiwas begun ln 1908 (the aate'oa the corlersione).
I.1r the 2J Years Ago columh ln the:d"a11y nex3pa'per, Qcto'oe;T 25, 

-1.934, 
'r,he 1o1-

lowing app:ared."'(ii-r""fa-t""u-n*"n-lopi"a'fion'the Oetobet 25,19O9 paper);

. ' r.Rev. Father Jeremiah Murphy has announced- that a fee of one oollar wlII
be charged. for ad.mi-ssj-on to the d.ed.icatory services for the new chu:ch on

sunday;"Novenber 2a, 1gag, Thls ls to prevent uncomfortable overcrowding. It
is expdbted that ooifr*1ti,"tand-ing the seating capaclty of 1500 that the ehurch

has, 1t will be crorded."

4 March 19; 1915 nefs iten oD'the'Rev, I,b. Hurp-hy ltasr.headlined rlRalsed"

$f7tr000 in Slxieen years".' The articLe stated that Father t{lrphyrs.record
was a remarkable one, having eome to St. Patrickrs when there l'as a $21t000
debt in6 a new churcir needed. He paid. off the debt, butlt and pald for a

new chureh that eost $1201000, and then bullt and paid for a school that cost

$3orooo nore.

Patrickts Catholic Chureht
E. Eld.orad.o St.

st,
407

Present ownerrs nalBel

il
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0n JanuarX 11, L92) the followlng.news artiele appeared:

St. Patrick's to be among most beautlful in State
Bernard Melleri-o., Forner O-fflrfftist, declares each Church is InCi-

Halnony in Decorations Brings .Rever-ence

"The ehurch, architect,arally, offers pibnbirncbd. f-i-he3, aird'+,h'e decora-
tions harnonize wirh th= t,ype of architecture. For that reason all 1nne1s,
columns or pillars are is have nosdic treatneat.: The borders on the upper
ra11s are Gothic and so i'u r*ill be throughout. A11 effiibts sha.lI-b-e stone:
not the garage t;rpe, bu-" ci-sic.

"Above the vestibule doors to left aild right of the sanetuary are panel
spaees grobably 9x10 fee'" in extentr r.low,bale na1l. Thege are to be covered
xith reproductions in cil- cf nasterpiecess To the left tThe.Ascensiont
and to the li-gn-, '?he lralsfigurationr , .both by Perubin* 

-(Vi,in"nci) 
a 15th

eeniury 141-ater rhose churcb C.ecoratloas have sinpe been regarrded. as saster-
pieees. .

'In ihe ianeis of rhe 6L:e stcrg rill be.the portraits of twel-ve doc-
tors of the chu:ch, -J:= selaetio:rs io be by l{e11erio and by that d,rtist to be
danp ig _ejJ--r-r-.

A11 of the sanetuary 1s --o -ce nerly deeorated. 0n the eolumns at the
base of 'the arch iB rellef riii be fig.rres of aagels holding the chains i+hlch
carry electric lights. A11 pnels are to be in mcsai-c effect and all lines
are to be trrure gold leaf. ?he colunns are to =epreoent Porta Santa marble.
'Ihere are to bb ner stations of tb: cross. A.}J. of th=se features Bere in-
c1ud.ed. in the fir"st thought of deeoratioas, ani. there fras bega added, ihe
pureh,ase of handsone llght fixir:.res in ihe ard.itorius.

"The change in appearance of ihe chu:ch inlerior ne3r in sos.e measure be
und.e:stood rhen it ls renenbere-d. ti:at rihea the 'ouildiag xas .conpleted the
decorati-on of ratl and. eelliag ras'liEiteC to f-l.at tlnts without so nueh
varlatd.oa as a sna11 botrler.

"The d,ate of conpletion of the deeoratlon ls near Februa.ry l, 1924,"

' ' 'r Peeatup Nexspaper F,rles

"Ngarly 1j00 people attend.ed the d.ed.ieation serviees at tlle St. Pat-
rj-ck's Cathollc Chureh Sunti,a,y evenlngn. nany of nhon saw. for the flrst tine
the beautiful new decorattons upon whieh ar\ists have'been at rork for xeeks."

' . 
' 

Decatuur l{exstreper Files: February 25, l-924,
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In an About Towa colunn appearing in
23, tg38, tffir1lfrIns-Has e-ritten:

I

'The plaque over the main entranee
intereqt for many )rears. Tirls xeek
meaning of tte r+ork anC i-us or:-;i-[.

"0f eourse you kncx, he repli-ed-r St.
our church; the scene above ',,he Lcor ras
life. "

In an About Torn co1uru1 aPpearlng in
t938, trre fffiTiiFas rri'L',,en:

"Delieate shades of bl-ue and green
a soft, nuted. atnosphere,"

thre Decatur Revier+ on APril

St. Patrick's Church has held
callei upon Fa*uher HurPhY for

Fatrick is the Pa"ron Sz{t ot
laken f,ron one o1 nany cj his

predominate and give '-he sanctuary

Local NewspaPer Files
0ctober ZL, l-96L

of
HEour

the

the Decatur Renier cn April 23t

"The-plaque over the naln entrance of St. Patrlek's Church n- held
our interest for nany years. This reek we calIed upon Father l{':ipny ior
the neaning of the xork and its origin.

',,0f course you kaou, he rep1ied, 'st. Patrick is the ?ai:on Saint, of
our church; the scene above the door r+as ta*en fron one oi nany of nis
fi-fe. r

| "At the tine the chureh nas'built anple provlsi-on -rras *=de fo: a :iaque
above the door but there Has no design for tlre actual pla.que i--se1f. Tce
arehiteet denied. any responsibility for furnishlng one and so, seeain$lX,
d,1d everyone e}se. At i;hiF point Father lvlurphy, t+hose intelliSence !:as ofien
been ca}1ed" into play to settle material problems as well as spl!i:ra1, sen'r,

a scene fron'the life cf St. Patrick to a d.esigner in St. Loui-s, r-c3e.u.:er

with dimensions of the opening. The present installation is the res'Ji-.....

"In the d.eslgn over the d.oor.....the shanrock nay be seen in -'he c=ook
of the crozier xhich he holds in hls right hand.. tdith his iaft nand he is
baplizing a member of the royal family (perhaps the son of liilcnu hl-nself
who nas so baptizeC). The crown and. short srorrl of the recipient are ihrom
to the gror:nd before hin as a sign of submlssion."

L. C. Tron, Abgut ?orn
APril 23, L938

In 1951 the folloring appeared. in the 1oca1 nellss "This xeek the fin-
a1 touches on the riurals in St. Patrickts marked completlon of a $431700
decorating projeet,
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"Repair work on wlndows at St. Patrickrs Catholic ehr:rch was d.one this
rieek by the Bavarea StuCios fron St. Louts Park, llinnesota. '

"No art *ori ,la= lnvdlved in the work on the stiined- glasqhindows. 'Cork
l-nvolved general repair such as reputting where neeessaryr-fixin3 bent locks
and putting chains where ropes wdre worn out.

"Along the highest wall afea vari-colored.'antique glass has 6een in-
stal1ed". It is leaded. in geonetrlc designs. Formerly there nas only plain
proteetive g1ass.

"Below .the +indo*s are 28 murals painted by Ciras, Vickery of Chicago.

"The Kingdory of Heaven and. the parables of Christ are d.epicted in soft
slrades. 'The two large mufals ilere palnted" rlght on the wal1s. The rest rere
painted. on canvas.

- "The alsles are covered wilh light green carpeting, a
Decatur's Cathollc ehurches.' The,rest oi tfr"'f1oor ,.rC""
with a pale green vinyl floorlng.

"The projeet ras started in June
Thls is the same interiOr d.ecoratlng
eopiil Chureh this sunmer.

^ i'

by the National Conlnny of St. Louis.
conpany nhich rorked on St. John's Epls-

Local Nerispa.pei Files
0etober 21, 1951-

unioue feature i-n
the pews is eovered.

I

L,I



Photos, Margaret M, Meyer, l?75
.l

+C7 Iast Eliorado
St. r-atrick's Church
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t
V1slts *"o i:. Fa:rlck Ch'.rroh r:Y?a' th': :i:: :l:::story
p'ane1 nurals ere :iclures of :i'-e ca,:'aLles - ]:-ris*-,
not the do:'ors of the church, es said. --: :ers:a.er
artlcle :i j=-nnary 11, 1923.

Stalned. glass ."i1nc'c, r.: i.. t.i,r .-;s-' -:: :trr::='1:s cl
l- :kh'-:',:, iark, Luke and. John, and of .'?tc*:, --- - -- --.--:'
Gregory and Anbrose. T1i+ flrst foul , .! e?:rser e=:
authors of the i,l*i,: ?estament Gospels, a-C ::e la::::
f or:r are doctors of the church.

Altars have been removed, except for the lc;':: s"::::::
on the rlght, whlch ls now topoed bv a r?pcs:::=7
for the Blessed Sacra-ment. A pla.ln viooa taiia ei--e:
fa.ces the congregatlon, a"nd the pu1o1t is r:;la:ei =7a lectern, a.1so wood. The::e ls no slgn of :h" el:c::::
brass and g)ass candelabra glven by a meaber ai =izparlsh when thls br:l1dlng was d.edlca.ted .

Arcfles ln the sanetuary are conpletely exposei, s::r::4:
as background. for the new altar. Above thern |-8r? ie?-
lnsta.l1ed, some vertlca-l wood shutterslh tn" oaiy ceeo=--:ioa
in the sa-nctuarlr now excent for the arches and the
sta lned ql a.ss r*lndows above.

* Monslgnor J. Cullen OtBrlen told me Ja'n. 30, 1o?5
tttz.t the are ca.lled rtba.ttertsrtr not shutters. He alsc
s'-ar-ed that the pulplt ha.s not been replaced'. AnC. he
said that the candelabra mentloned above were not in
:r= church at the tlne of dedlcatlon. However, the:r
:od been ordered in August 1q0q, aecordlng to an:wse€.pe?
al::?13.

Hsq:'. Cr3rlen d1d not think admlsslon had been eharsed,
t-::: I :r=.cked thls dor,rrn 1n the newspaperi see orlnt-out
l=:: ]i:--':b=r 21r 1q09 newsPaner.

ie' *O*-ff,t-1A-.
\t
:!

ii
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";.t_)ture of spun' : i ,. -. il:l.ist crucified.. -. -....,:= ,,; Citrrsl. t'isen": ::- , r-lhai:!. The nerv

Siolf Photo by Dsg coumon

crucifix was added to the
church as parl of a recent. 
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I {t tr.L!.V-E IY& EnI }.FE[J -E-rR/q-,s-r&l'I'\.,t}
St- Pttriek'S StOry wi:1t.rrr.* .#ti!,it:t?.ffi, \q;w#M. rccalled that he u'as a1 ilrenlrlalr];

' 
t p'ritrt rrhitll lnrrtnt 'irrt '1/n 

thc

r)-. .r.,-,,. \1.,1..,,".,,, ' : LisJr',p coulrl nr)t tra;.i,r irjrlt.t'r
llr' I'orrr }lalrcrncv : | """'t' '"'"'' "'''

r.. ,.r i a,lr't]rcr a:rs jgntrlent 
'- ':ilt''ut his

Oi 'l-hc llfl,icrv Stal'f r j .o,rr.,,t
f .. .,r,cc ,,, ; rrhile r.r,rr r(. I i ,.i it'. nl ,.,1 : r .r. .. r.1,,, l,,r

r <:r,rl tli.t strrts out "No stt,r| i rn,,rc t1,,,j (,,) t, ]r-; a,lnrini:trred i .-)

c,rntplr,le uithout ntcntion o[ s-- . i ,,,.,1, ,,t his t],,ij:, ]irs nre! ]rir; 'J
an,1 sr,^" God to t'ce ile ihr ir:rirr,iishahlc rc.c1 sr,^ i (,od to rcceive ifrr ir l,r rish,rhlc rc I '..: u

I hi' is ,rr,,' r,l tl:,,." sr j 
i '. .rr:l ur' a lil. .-i 1 .:',r"1 scll .r, ri- 

,\*o sroiv al>c,ut St. P: - ifi.;. . .-ff.t liJ,,,tirnr o,,ut r..t][ '.'1

jn,r its liirt -100 
rc rr:' '' - ] 

'.,,r'.. 
,\. (,rifi,,,. irisir,:p of the

. ti. i ' : :urr.c,l.d 1,. \lurphr at I i 1

lr.l\lurl,lrr-.rr...I i i',:r ::. -,,J'1r,,:iietrnI t{

I.. 1I.-'-,, - -'. : = -- --l

ne\\' one il,-;"--.: :'; :: :- , -

thc ner+ d:'-'

L

The nc+' .' ::i: . :- :. .: ' - -
and receired Fr. 1"1-- ' ! :::- :-::, .i :t,:::::l--:,1- l-.1 a

.tnral apprctal." F:. I l-.-.:"'- --. . -..: - : l--:',::...i :rd
;'but tc his drin: i.'., i:. 1,1:,- - ..:, :: :: c.,:=.j andif }}klJ#::.'i;J;; i..,: :,..,; ' ,',',',., l.*],,:"1

When Fr. N{urphv cel='::':::i :: - : ::"- :-::-," :.:1-t." It alsor
his 65th ;'ear,i3 th3.piie::|:r -..1:, , - Sl:r.. a . ::::.1.d: 

Iconseritof,lgla',dlpier bnoriDgl *I smo learned d,ar rhe o;lvi .ir
him. Atthi!,tim.g R"fv'Fr.Andpwl *"y to pt alonq rvith the dea" ill . r.,..
Smid:;itf,e ,'[iisi'pa*qr. of 'Sf. I to'do yis wor"k and do it thor-l ,-:

Thotnas Churc} anit a.forrrer,ls-l o"gHy: He led and did his worl<,| !

,;;i.i



' : :''. -:: -:
i ---'--: :'"':-.'51;'' FI'

'- I :: - '.,:.'. 1' a,.ked the

:
:-.: : s r -.::.: iiC:n the biSh-

- r:a :.a . :i -::lnt ans\vered'

. :- I ":ro'r'the bishoP

: : -: -:::::i ' rt aS the ne\t 
I

I-.1
' .: i:, S:- ,ilt scai'lrr<l tor an'

., 
"ft. 

lf".Pflv smiied and

:-:::. "i'11 sholv You to Your

' Tl;t w;s the onlv time he ever

., - r FdI with me,"-Fr. Srnith re- 
.

cal,ed. I

lo*'. He has been a hard u orker

and nevet has spared hinself, no
mattel holv heavY his duties be-

came. But he 'r'r,as alwals g€nerous,
patient, and kind."' An idca o[ rvhat Decarur as a

rvhole thouglrt of Fr. I\lurPhv c;n
be gained from his 65th anrilt:-
sary party on July 18, 19+5.

ihu it..al,i and Rctic*' d'
:eribe<l it as'"Fr, N'lurphy Dal in
Dccatur."

The St. Louis Clobe-Dclroci.r:
scnt a corrcspondtnr rtlt. \"r':r :

lengrhy articie under rltc I..l:, -

"Catholics and \.n-C,rrh.lics :

Decatur Thterv a Partv for tl::
Padre-at the i\lasonie fs':'pl:.''
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