Register of Old Buildings
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

Address: 111 North Main
The Singleton Building
Resvy of blk 3 Original Town of Decatur Lot 18,

Date of original construction: Rebuilt, following a fire - %
(Decatur Herald news ¢li
Assessor's office est - 1313,

Name of original owner: Hue Singleton.

Historys
1. . Data from available city direczorizs Tolligws:
1881~ Huston ‘Singleton {c; Dar ¥ nai
M Water,
1884~ Huston Singleton aa:ae:, :
1885-1921 Hu:zon Singieton, Tres
(Note: ir 1909 the Singist
the restaurant - 1
ive, 1 w of Sracsel
1922-23 Bryan's Cafe.
1924~ Green ¥ill (afe ani Tea Room,
1925- - Bryan's Cafe, ==
1926-  Singleton's Restaurant.
1927~ J. #, Gacker, restaurant. p
1928-1929 Mrs, Zora Hawisy, restaurant.
1930- Green ¥ill Ca’es {A, . Gevatoski).
. 1931- P.'E. Conrad and H, C. Noble (restaurant).
1932~ Yacant. .
1933-1936 Stag Cafe (Hugh Davis)
1937~ Maxwell House Cafe (H, Na Rlce)
1938- .. . Marie's Diner Restir., (Mrs., Mary G, Stamper)
1939- Creighton's Cafs restir. (uurtis E, Creighton).
1940-1944 Vacant.
1945-  Caterpillar Hili‘ary Zngine Co. (emp. ofc.).
1946-1949 Nine-Cent Shoe Hepair Sys. (Art. Collins, Mgr.).
1950~ Vacant. .
11951-1953 Eperson Piano Houses (repair shop).
1954+195 . Robt. Gebhart. Gifts, Faint.

1957-1958 Vacant, . engH i)
1959-1960 Alltop.Musical Instr. & teda
1961-1962 No. 111 N. Main liisted.

1963-1964 Vacant,

1965-1973 Burchett Photog. Studiose: ' =
1974~ - Linxweiler Ofe. Sups,

1975« Vacant.




<. Iata from office of Decatur Township assessor:
Size of lot 20'x76' 2 story and basement
Year built - 1915
3 rms and basement - poor cond.
(stairs inside 1st)
Brick walls cement footings Store:
Wood fleoor ' ‘
Built up roof
2 single plumbing fixtures '
Forced gas heat

3. History:

(a) See the following clippings:
Daily Review - Nov, 18, 1904 -

Arcade Hotel fire - littls Sz== ingieton Cafe.
Decatur Public Library veriical i3 ocal history
- ‘Summary of Big Fires in Decatur (1590-1925)
-~ 1912 picture of all of Decaturts “irs equi pment,
Picture taken in fron: 5% Hue Singleton building
¥*- ' Hue Singleton Hzi Pooular Cafe - Feoruary 20, 1957
Decatur Review - April 38, 1c24
_E+ T. Coleman's - Storv o7 Lecatur, Chapter 150
Town well, pump and waterinz trouzh (in 1866) nearly i
front of what is Hue Singieton building,
Decatur Herald - Hay 16, 1915 -
New item - Singleton to Sthrt on Building Monday
Decatur Review - Augzust 17,1923 °

Arrest Iwo in Singleten Case
. {confidence game worked. on Hue Singleton)
Obit - March 16,.1926, - ‘ :
(b) - Quote from Samuel Housten Singleton's obituary, March 16, 1926
0. B. Gorin, president of Millikin Bank: S
"He has been a’ good man, a good citizen. He has been a patron
of the bank.for many years.....He was prompt and exact in his
business dealings; fair and’'square,....His credit was always
) gO@d." . - L : O
Other information from the obituarys ¢ £
Born in Shelbyville, Tenn, - May 28, 1848, -+
Came to.Decatur.as a small boy. v
Married Miss Laura Cousins.in Gibson City, I1l, on Dec, 29, 1886.
.Leaves wife, brother, William H, Singleton, college faculty member
in Chattanooga,Tenn., nephew, Dr., A. M, Singleton, Nashville,
On Macon County Board of Supervisors as a Republican, many years,
Member of many Masenic groups, . '
Member of A.M.E. Church, . #
Built a fine home at 800 W, MeKinley where he and his wife lived
1909-1926, =0 iuit ,0tcdd frenot & el mZ Ot
Mrs. Singleton continued there after his death, 1926-1930,




» Hue Singleton Had P opular Cafe

Outstanding among = Decatur’s
restaurant operators  during  the
half-century following the Civil
War was Hue Singleton, who
owned a restaurant for 37 years
on Lincoln Squaré, After he sold
his business in 1921, Mr. Single-
ton lived in his handsome home
on West McKinley Avenue until
his death in March, 1926 at the

age of 77 years.

One new*g:per account of his

hat he came to Decatur
with his parents in boyhood, but
earlier newspaper stories say he

death stated

came to Decaturin 1865, -

“According to these stories, his
tamily lived in Keokuk, Iows,
where Mr. Singleton had his first

work as a bellhop in a hotel.

When E. G. Egbert sold the
Keokuk hotel and bought the
Revere. House in  Decatur, _he
brought Mr. Singleton to Decatur
to work as a bellhop and waiter
House, which was
ire a few years later.

d the

out ahnd:disappeared. .

#48¢ (Samue) Huston) §

Lincoln Sqﬁare,f

“ought the place
sum. His first: fight

_ “This : building ‘on Lincoln was rebuilt and the popular ext-
Square, - occupied by Hue ing plac continued business

, Singleton . Cafe, was partially under his gwnership undl 1521
‘destroyed by fire in 1915, It - fFe gwi‘- /§5)

~'Singleton’s soon was getting
business and professional men as
- guests and the place was serving
small - banquet -dinners. Visitors
| from other cities including-shop-
| pers added their patronage. -
Mrn Singleton took interest in
| civie affairs and became active in
the Republican party. He was

-lelected “to the County Board of
7

Supervisors for several terms. He
built his McKinley Avenue home
in 1908 and carried on a losing
court fight to keep the Illinois
‘Tetminal railway belt line from
| goming too close to his home.

17 He was a successful business
man. He knew and admiredthe
late Booker T. Washington and

$4d fhe place sparklingly. clean,| flew a flag at half mast over the
One of he best cooks in the city Testaurant when the great Negro
sened 10 be out of work and, educatordied. © |

agend 19 t3%6 over the Litchen.,

o A few years af or xétiking from

ST w i eustomers . who business, Mr. Singleton = was
sppened i the first few weeks threatened with the loss of several
m@ fhe niews sbout the good thousands of dollars through a con-

served and 25 business in-| fiderice game operated by two

. in
cigesed, niew
ﬁﬂ”&‘ﬂw et

equipment was in-| Chicago men selling stock in the
li Chin' Chin Chemical Ga., with

« promises of 40 per cent dividends,
: 'The two men were arrested and |
convicted. They were admitted to
probation after arranging to re-
imburse Mr. Singleton for' his
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" HUE SINGLETON,
" PIONEER CITIZEN,
TAKEN BY DEATH

County Sup

Hospital A
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Lesue i P ramblott
Vacant

Frank M Green#*
Fred E Baldwin
John W Hargraves®*
Wm I Baker*
Andrew J Sherman
Lamont E Leaser®*
Frank W Merrill
Newton Reed*
Willi L. Adams
James H Harris*
Sandy N Newell*
George E McWilliam#
Claude H O’Dell*
Fred G Cobb*
Julius Strocher*
Strocher Bros

Wm F Strocher#*
Clarence O Cowgill®*
Samuel Price*
Arnold Wiedenkiller
James E Daugherty
Charles B McQueen¥*
Carl E Butzer*

Roy V Carr*
James O Crum#
Jacob Bridges
Sherman Carr#*
Charley A Johnson#*
Oris Armstrong
Huey Ralston

Wm R Coffer

Floyd Crow#*

Roy Hornback
Andy E Peterson#
Mrs Lora Chilcoat
James Cochran

J Clarence Freeman®*
James Kilman
Charles Janvrin

MAIN—NORTH

City East and West

Parlor
Frank N

(bsmt) Cummn
Edward J

Houston S
Eﬂst'm

l'-. o

EAD
Denz B
A C Bro

T o e S

i ToriERaaauSiiierso

£, Qui, (OVer) 1O O F Hall |

ilkinson#

208 Murphy Grain Co

Dividing h
(All Loop Cars 100 to 600; Edward C:=
700; Condit Cars 100 to 11-
Water Cars 100 t.'. C S

144 Conklin Building
7-8 Illinois Mortgage Loan
146 J L Williams _
- E E Craw ;
147-161 Bachman Bros & Martir
148 Rodger & Thorntor
201-211 The Motor Mart
Universal Safety Sales Corp
201-211 New Suffern Building
201 Mrs Carola Loos Tooker
Miss Angela Loos Tooker
202 Bartlett Frazier Co
203 Mrs Ida V Ainslie
204-206 L Earl Duncan
205 Elmer E Gibson
207 L Walter MacNeil

L. M Sickles
209 Mrs May Delahunty
210-212 American Grain Co
213 Spence & Pease
214 E B Conover Grain Co
215 Miss Florence Bernice Gh
216 Suffern Wm H Grailw
218 Da,mel H Bonus
215 1, 2, 5, 6 Georged
8 Mrs Winr ;_"
9 Albert F Sau
12. Wm H We
13 -ﬂ,
- 16 Mrs Gy
217 Wells Fargy
219 W T Del >_L
222 Needham
223 Macon Coun
224 Pasﬁeld

-1




Maln 3800 and 380| |
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¢
T 3
. " ma'n L]

T - - - ry
[ -k B
= ‘A 3 - ~"K

Six France:

§

Sinclair Wm R (Lu), barber 337 N East av, r 339 N East av.
Sine Eugene, sales, r 846 E William. ‘ huigh

Sine Ida L, wid Charles, r 1007 N Union.

Sine Ida V wid Albert, r 886 E William. “

Sine Richard A, cond Perin Lines, r Terre Haute Ind.
Singer Julius, mgr Peoples Credit Clothing Co,% v

SINGER SEWING MACHINE CO, 15 = Dace i
Singleton Benoit F (Florence E) 8 foreman Wabas '

SINGLETON ON (Laura E), ant 1
- coln Square, r s s Mc lev av ist w of C an

Sinnott George (Effie), boiler mkr Wabash, r 1426 E Sangamon

Sipe Charles (Anna), wks Max Atlass, r 337 . Steart av. |

Sipe Charles P, clk Mueller Mfg Co, T 229 S Mam; e

Sipe Clarence, r 337 E Stuart.asf -~ =50

Sipe Leah M Miss, music tchr, r 229 S Mam

Sipe Robert C (Anna), r 229 S Main.

Siron Fred J, packer Am Hominy Co, r 306 W Cerro Gordo

'SISSON RALPH L (Ethel Y), city edltor Herald-Despatch Co, r 131

mit av.

SlSte]ES(f‘)f St Francis in charge St Jarnes Gel‘man Gathohc Sch, conv‘
lay. ;

Sisters of St Francis in charge St Mary’s Hospltal 220 S Webster
Sites Eliza J, wid F A, r 1364 N Union.
Sites Lydia A, wid Abraham r 357 E Main. ' =
Sites Wm B (Emma) stove repr, r 1629 N Illmons e ._*’r £
Sitz Angeline, wid Samuel r 1120 N Monroe. : £ 3
Siweck Alma Miss, opr Home Mfg Co, r 1048 N Railroad av.
Siweck August (Lydla) tmstr, r 1048 N Railroad av. - 2
Siweck Bertha Miss, maid 366 W Decatur, r 1048 N a
Siweck Emma Miss, r 1048 N Railroad aw. . r ¥
Siweck Hattie Miss, student, r 1048 N Railroadaw. '
Siweck Martha ’\Ilss opr Home Mig Co. r y_Ras
Siweck Otto E, wks Wabash, r 1048 N Rai A
Six Anna Mrs, opr Osgood & cimer Mé
Six Charles H (Ella), barber : . ;b
Six Edgar N (Emma ). dept -f

Six Leonc
Six Leslic
€ Ravr W
Six Russell
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3 their belongings defore »

159 GUESTS IN g

There Wwas ap SSEsuAl mombe
guests at the Decstur esiima
sbout 150 people. There wars maors
pifsations last night thas souid e =
plied with rooms and bads

There were several Itravelizg men

with stocks of show goods aad Bag B 7
tle of these stocks was saved 1
t CLERKS LOSE ALL v

one single thing from Xix roem. =

resched saved only the suit on his back
He reached the | ", < linres from ihe walis with 75
» verses written by “Dad~ Stearns

taken out under his direction angd the
office furniture and cigar stasd aad
supplies were also savad wss
no attempt to get out the furaiture of

. The night cierk was ot abls to save ™7

.t
SEOW CASER ,

Toane wmice was saved H

; «ngine
wagon one large ook and
roek, large maADR % pisvge
large s2e3 2 DENTeSS and factory dis-
| triet)

Sewers—Pubiic. 1RINY milea

Oty Ligd»—Fianat owned by clity; 384
| arc lamps on ~“Sark™ nights.

Lisrary—irecalur public; 22,000 vol-|

lu;;. sew 347,080 Carnegie bullding

I (380900 In EITT) :
| Parkg-Fairview (public); Riverside
; Camtrad (publie), -
Tax Rate—Total for ail

Ldscaticnal Institutions — Public
scnouds, 11. parochlal schoois, 4; busi~
sollege, 1; James Millikin univer-
08 atudents
and Publie Improve-

The insurance WaS
Order of True
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it CHAPTER 150.

| have a delightfully intimate touch to them. He did not ¢

aldiers and Sailors Home, |1 1
hainey, i1, April 17, 1924.| Lincoln
| wher@ the farmers, many of t

Editor Review:
3 cl teres |
Iam ‘Ic)?; much interested In the! e’ o me that day.

Hiampshire;
&lin Decatur on the 4ih | were eating

1 arriv
day of Apri{ 1866, coming by way of {re horses got scared and
‘he Wabastl Yailroad. I had intended ipenced pulling pack and nearl
ty go righpyon through t6 Harris-| cet the wagon. The woman S¢

d a sister and brother-| g4 but did not jump out. Lucki
there whom I wished to| man appeared on the scene and

7 inlaw livi
brother-inlaw was- the: ed the horse.’

visited. T
jate O. Z. Greene of your eity.
was then the Wabash agent at Har-|
ristown. -
- When 1 reached Decalur the con-! wa
ducfor toid me that his trai
stop at Harristown and that 1 weu
have to wait in Decatur tifl 7 o'¢lockifront ol the v
in the eveping for a train which| From what 1 #a
wade that stop, =0 I retuctantly got!my hasty inspection of the
toff and wenl into the depot and be. | was nol Very favorably imp
igan to loolk around for some breéak-. put later on 1 got to like 1t
L A noficed a emall hotel back

‘st the depot called the’ Western | got
House to which I went and gotl my.{ fust.

There was & well.

my dinner where I had my
at the Western House

'. lEGﬂlIR preakfast and it was & very good !
——————'i gne, 100, " | - | the rest of the afternoom apd wail
= 194 b for my train, which was wery I®
| N o » v 3
fhen | {AD HIME TO SPARE. © | ous. 1 sat in the depot snd watcss
er Bought a lot of| Then as §f nad all day to wail 1! the people coming and going

BIBULOUS B ARRKE

There was a bar
where all kinde of Fi
‘t,;wr‘my and it seemed W

theiCectded thag I would go bp and see;
did not take me lopg
the place was not very |
time. [ walked from '
p Franklin sireet past
here the stone | rentzed and it was
n side of the|mo to watch the cus
¢ ‘ The bartender sees
mneT

pipe from
fire and plannsd to!the town.
ta do that

lorge at th

s {the station

L D,-:ﬂ. member-{tho Dr. Stapp house W

¥ of trade,|jjons were lying atl eac

~rships mow held| dgor, then past the Revere House. | £0

a»s_ and 1. 1| ‘There wag e hiteh rack all around | mos! of hig custs

e siter two from Central nart and horses were hiteh- | them extended the cu
leq all the way around. There was | tion:; “Have ane

. inot a foot. bf pavement any where | 1at he did not de

. sl  mat Pink the towi peither was there any | and 1 wondered !

. F MOTES ok sidewmik. The walks were &ll|up un ler ac ' Jaucs. =

made of odk boards: They were | seem Lo feaze

rether badiy warped sn der was Sam Do

sting plant at bis
¢ the cit

h

4 rattied and | tet e, S
Jeier he was . -

el =i
#f-i i opped up gud down as you walked |1 _
over them. % Senate saloon W .
re ' gorner where 1he an #
vt anite LIKE $OUNTRY ROADE  { (01 now 1s
s e The stroety were jast the same as | v
i L 3 . . .« W
3 . e TAEL sne coUn'TY rosds They had noti MAKES EW ¥
: teom graded mp any. | were Just] While sitling a | =
I drxisg and ®ere very 1o sgh. “Therelthe train to Harris
3 b 1 with a Yo [4

Harrist

nitc rk I:E
— = 10

-

By E. T. Coleman

it on that first day that he w ag‘

much foy the town as he saw 1

| compelled to stay here. But he came back later, became a T
dent and - it much better. His ‘ —
g ¥ the late . T. Roberts were then

was the p!al 2

! parked their wagons and it was fu
] saw A& womdy

r which ¥¢ - T -
s hich you are pub { snd two children sitting in & Wagn

story of

- ' } | ;

o ok vty Hecatit ¢ ML and) Qv b gating SheIT
y . 'NGO 3 {The horses Wwere tied, one

i ) | euch side of the wagon and

their feed: One |

3

He | %
CITY WATER WORKS.

of Decatar
town

{ walked hack to the depot
Then |
4! bad nothing to do but sit areend =

e P i’ s O . .

catur

3

PERFRS SR 222 B2
A ™

mETne WES Tese Canz and be was &
ser o t2e ate T. W. Camn of

. AS DECATUR LOOKED IN °66 Decster. B o e St &
- { : e good - jgraz Tas He Bad
B E ‘ i ] a sister, = - = »4 vag ‘=
Hiram SW.- French of New Hampshire 1s Compelled S 1 &ind yeurs
to Spend Day Here—IHe Grew to Like Our Gity. A vie —
'Arq‘ ng the many letters that come to the Review concern- | weat dow= - -
r one of timely interest is ffom Hiram W. French S s i visel fhere -
cy “While he does not 'contribute any information of &os
pecial historical value, his first impressions of Decatur in 1366 e,

R A s e e 2

(Sl;
—y
ref-

he

ung

thig :
g After harve
cotd) to look for & e 2
R R late Peter ¥ Wik ol
reatl | TURRIGE & mest mariet Tm e
[ side of Cenirsl park Wwihees
4

v thp,

qu‘.T
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apd tiue
preak- =
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OTETAN UG \\H\f l)l[)
5%@“;._1” F YOU SEE?

Men Caught By CRicsgo : _ Expected in De:;.al:r for At Art Institute |
- Palice ' [wo Convenfions. day Evening. '
¢ it make ¥
T4 [*%w T y . g Ay KNOWN AR Sy T AR . « = Decalur, |
TO BRING THEM BACK KNOWN AS AGITATOR Fuentay S
: : - 1 couduct
" Art Ims

To tak . e iy - FAE Tarise 51
o take Hand in Rederation Sing ok

: = lag ¥ £ This wit
promise. _- , Flections wwor SR
“ 2 3 « 2s asked 10

e+ Before

uRiveray

z 'l ast

we In ATTR

¥ s

N o G
e - G
PAVEMENT BERE ] Vastle b Sl

Cost . Only Shghtl) More
Than Concrete.

Lawyer Fails to Make Com-

LAY AT $2.75 SQ. YARD '

Decatur Offzua!s ~\re Much

Ry oK ST
S BNM!UMWEST

| Decatur ‘Vlent:q‘ped with
Lincoln Lbre.

.

s o8
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* ¥he

SUPERVISORS TO |
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