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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Thursday, March 19, 1998 4:30 p.m.
AGENDA

Call to order - Shirley Moore, President

Approval of minutes

A.

Meeting of February 19, 1998

Communication from the public

City Librarian's report

Reports of committees

A.

Personnel, Policy, and Public Relations Committee
1. No meeting
Finance and Properties Committee

1. Approval of bills for February 1998
2. No meeting

Rolling Prairie Library System
1. Report on March 1998 system board meeting

Friends of the Library

1. Meeting of March 11, 1998
Foundation
1. No meeting

Serving our Public: Standards for Illinois Public
Libraries

A.

Chapter VIII: Facilities

014 business

New business

AC

B.

Adjusted project schedule

Universal service discount program

Adjournment



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
February 19, 1998

L CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 4:38 p.m. by Shirley Moore, President. Members present:
Mrs. Moore, Sherri Arnold, Wayne Dunning, Judi Moss, and Russell Reimer. Absent: Mark
Gibson, Mary Lee, Ellen Spycher, and John Stengel. Staff present: John Moorman, Carolyn
Jensen, and Linda Humphreys. Others present: David Pritts.

New trustee Wayne Dunning was introduced and the oath of office was administered.

David Pritts was recognized for his dedication and years of service as a trustee. Mrs. Moore
presented him with a plaque.

IL APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of January 15, 1998 were approved as mailed.

. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC

No one from the public addressed the Board.

IV. CITY LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
The City Librarian’s written report was previously mailed.

Mr. Moorman asked if anyone would like to attend the system membership meeting in Springfield
on March 21. He also asked if anyone would like to run for election to represent the library as a
trustee on the system board of trustees.

V. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Personnel, Policy, and Public Relations Committee: The committee met February 5, 1998.
Mrs. Moss reported that the committee reviewed proposals to sell the current library and to lease
space in the new library. Mrs. Moss made a motion to approve contracts with John Cardwell and
to authorize Mrs. Moore to approve the contracts. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Arnold and
unanimously carried on roll call vote.

The committee also reviewed a proposal from the union to change the definition of seniority as it
applies to vacations. Mrs. Moss made a motion to delete the word “Department” in Article IX,
Section 5, line 3 (page 13) of the collective bargaining agreement. The motion was seconded by
Mr. Reimer and unanimously carried. This change will be submitted to the City Manager for
approval.



The committee reviewed a proposal to allow Mr. Rush Copy and Print to make copies of
photographs and negatives from the library’s Herald & Review collection of prints and negatives.
Mrs. Moss made a motion to approve the agreement as presented. The motion was seconded by
Mrs. Arnold and unanimously carried.

Mrs. Moss reported on a project she is working on with the public school children to raise funds
for the library fund drive.

Finance and Properties Committee: Mrs. Arnold made a motion to approve the January bills.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Reimer and unanimously carried on roll call vote.

The committee did not meet.

Rolling Prairie Library System: Mr. Moorman attended the system meeting and highlighted
plans for the new library. He reported that the system has asked that the library consider
becoming part of the system computer network. Mr. Moorman will be looking at options.
Friends of the Library: The Friends did not meet this month.

Foundation: The Foundation Board of Directors met January 21, 1998. Mr. Moorman reported
on the status of the fund drive.

VI. SERVING OUR PUBLIC : STANDARDS FOR ILLINOIS PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Chapter VII, Public Relations and Marketing, was reviewed.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

The library’s Internet use policy was discussed at length. It was agreed that the policy places
responsibility for what children view on the Internet with the parents or guardians. Mr. Moorman
also reported that privacy screens have been added to the monitors.

IX. ADJOURNMENT
Mrs. Moore adjourned the meeting at 6:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judi Moss, Secretary
Decatur Public Library Board of Trustees



RESOLUTION #98-01

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS
DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE CITY OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS:

Section 1.  That the Library Board of Trustees hereby authorizes use of the
balance of the library equipment replacement fund, the carryover fund in the library general
fund, and the balance of the library capital fund for use in the Sears renovation library
project.

PRESENTED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of March, 1998.

>

v
St by,
Shirley Moogé, President
Decatur Public Library Board of Trustees

A
P ppte .

ATTEST:

B T R i =
7 J/ / T

C At =D
Judi Moss, Secretary
Decatur Public Library Board of Trustees




City Librarian’s Report
For the March 19, 1998 Meeting
of the
Decatur Public Library Board of Trustees

My schedule has again caught my monthly report. I am leaving on Wednesday, March 10 for
the PLA National Conference in Kansas City where I will be giving a program on public library
architecture with Fred Schlipf of the Urbana Free Library. As library division head reports are
not due to me until March 10, I will not have all reports in hand as I prepare this month’s report.

Again, the highlight of the month was March 4 and 5 when architects and engineers worked
with library staff in further development of the design phase for the Sears library renovation
project. Items discussed during these meetings included millwork, floor coverings, lighting and
electrical placements. It was hoped to have initial discussions on furniture arrangements but PSA
was having problems with computer programs so no furniture layouts were available.

The first meeting of the 1998 staff in service committee was held on Monday, March 8. They
are beginning planning for a fall staff in service day. I will be getting with the board in the next
few months to select a day for this event.

Dixie McGregor returned to the extension division this past month as a volunteer. She is
beginning a systematic weeding and inventory of the division’s adult fiction collection. This is in
preparation for our move to the Sears building. So far she is into the “B’s”. At present the
extension division is serving as a last copy center for fiction titles held by the library. Karen
Anderson has worked on the division’s non-fiction collection and is currently weeding the “J”
fiction collection. As a part of this process, the division is replacing worn out copies to upgrade
the quality of the collections on the bookmobiles.

Karen Anderson has been meeting with Sandy Jacobs from the county extension office to
coordinate story hours by extension staff at summer bookmobile stops. We are targeting inner
city neighborhoods for this program using stops such as Woodrow Wilson and Southeast school.

During February there were no bookmobile stops at the Lutheran School due to their move to
their new facility. Library maintenance staff have been working on installing the necessary hook-
up for service at the new facility and it is hoped that service can resume in the near future. As this
is one of our best bookmobile stops, bookmobile circulation was affected by this situation.

Due to requests from home service individuals, the library is purchasing several cassette
recorders so that these patrons may enjoy our books on tape materials.

We are still working with GEAC on the installation of patch 8. This patch will correct the



City Librarian’s Report
March 19, 1998
Page 2

problem we have had with a lack of catalog authority control. This has been a very time
consuming and frustrating process as it has taken over 7 months since the problem was first
noticed. If all goes well, by the board meeting this patch should have been installed on our
1s6000. We are also dealing with GEAC over problems in statistical record keeping. While in
Kansas City, I intend to talk to GEAC about our concerns with recent system operation.

Larry Harris has been holding meetings with the evening cleaning staff to keep them better
informed on library operations. He is in the process of painting the 2nd floor women’s staff
restroom. During the month, a collection of tools were purchased so that maintenance staff will
have access to tools for repairs and service needs. He is also working on an equipment data card
system for the building so that all equipment will have a specific record as to type and service
record. In coming weeks he will be working on wall repairs in the 2nd floor storage area.

Grace Veach reports that the new CATME software system arrived and was installed. The
installation was difficult due to the age and lack of enough memory of the technical services
server. It is hoped that the server will last until the new fiscal year begins on May 1. With
CATME, library staff will be able to cut one search out of every record cataloged presenting a
savings to the library of $160 to $200 per month.

The library’s collection now totals 286,299 volumes and 181,910 titles. During the month
there were 1,130 changes made to the library’s database. There were 1,184 items mended, 787
periodicals processed, and 458 book jackets were replaced.

As of March 10, 1998 the library had completed 86.2% of its fiscal year. Library expenses
and encumbrances stood at 82% of budget.

During February 1998 28 volunteers gave 175 hours of service to the library.

The children’s division reports that preschool story times have been going well. So far 112
children have attended 8 programs. There were 8 lapsits during the month attended by 164
parents and toddlers and Baby TALK’s “Booktimes for Parents” program was attended by 11
individuals. During the month twenty-one groups visited the division, 15 for story times and
tours, 3 for tours, and 3 to use the story room and look at books. The Head Start Family Literacy
class come for their monthly Monday night story time. The topic this month was “music and
song”. During the program comb kazoos were made and the group played” I’ve Been Workin’
On the Railroad” to end the program. Katie Gross indicates that this program was the most
enjoyable of the programs presented to the group over the past three years.

The month saw 26 Baby TALK assists, including 5 photos, 4 birthday books, and 1 book for a
newborn. Eighteen people came in for SPARK certificates.



City Librarian’s Report
March 19, 1998
Page 3

Katie Gross reported that the month included a visit from a children’s book author from
Turkey, Aytul Akal who was visiting her son, an exchange student in Decatur. She showed the
staff some of her books and one of them, about two brothers, showed that brothers in Istanbul act
pretty much the same as brothers in Decatur. Her visit provided a delightful change of pace for
division staff.

The adult division has been previewing several Information Access databases to see if we
want to add them to our collection. In addition they have been viewing Electric Library, which is
being offered through a Rolling Prairie Library System discount program, to see if we wish to
subscribe to this information source.

NWRAPS has sent in the rest of their pledge money for the framing of historic pictures. Dayle
Irwin has been selected to serve on the NWRAPS board as their reference/history contact.

The Century of Change book published by the Friends of the Library has been received and
will be on sale shortly. The pictures of Decatur in the book are remarkable and the juxtaposition
of the old scene with the current building or site clearly shows the effect of time. Congratulations
are to be given to all who have worked on this valuable historical record.

The FirstSearch database has been bookmarked for use on InfoTrac workstations in the
basement network. This database is an important information source which is being provided to
[llinois libraries through the Illinois State Library.

Margie Wollitz and Sherry Mallory are weeding the vertical file. Much of the material does
not circulate and is outdated. The adult division is emphasizing topics such as travel, catalogs,
holidays, house plans and Illinois for future inclusion in the vertical file. The advent of electronic
access to information has superseded many of the brochures and pamphlets that used to be a
staple of vertical files.



The Seven Deadly Sins
of
Public Library Architecture

1. Bad Lighting

2. Inflexibility

3. Bad Location

4. Complex Maintenance Requirements
S. Insufficient Work and Storage Space
6. Bad Security

7. Signature Architecture

Presenters:

Frederick A. Schlipf John A. Moorman
Executive Director City Librarian

The Urbana Free Library Decatur Public Library

201 South Race Street 247 East North Street
Urbana, Illinois 61801-3283 Decatur, Illinois 62523-1128
Tel (217) 367-4057 Tel (217)424-2900 ext. 13

FAX (217) 367-4061 FAX (217) 423-5741
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STATISTICAL REPORT
February 1998

TECHNICA ERV

New book volumes added: 1,061

New book titles added: 662
AV titles added: 89
Volumes withdrawn: 1,205
Books mended: 1,184
PERSONNEL ACTIVITY:

2/6/98 Eula Spates hired for Library Clerk I (1/2 time)

CURRENT VACANCIES: Library Telephone Page (1/2 time).

NEW PATRONS REGISTERED: 378 main + 33 extension = 411 total

PROFESSIONAL ASSISTS: this 12 months to date: 85,521
last 12 months to date: 69, 657

PATRONS IN THE BUILDING: this 12 months to date: 366,038
last 12 months to date: 357,251

VOLUMES PURCHASED: this 12 months to date: 17,602
last 12 months to date: 22,523

VOLUNTEERS: 28 volunteers worked 175 hours



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monthly Circulation Statistics

February 1998

February
Location 1998
CENTRAL LIBRARY, PRINT
Adult 22,973
Young Adult 1,030
Children's 13,028
TOTAL 37,031
EXTENSION PRINT
Bookmobile 548 7,172
Bookmobile 549 2,570
Outreach 383
TOTAL 10,125
TOTAL PRINT 47,156
NON-PRINT
Videocassettes 7,554
Audiocassettes 2,560
Recordings 1,872
TOTAL 11,986
Extension Non-print 882
TOTAL NON-PRINT 12,868
Renewals 665

TOTAL CIRCULATION

60,689

February
1997

25,073

1,187
12,828
39,088

6,984
3,384
1,195

11,563

50,651

7,389
3,075
2,311
12,775
831
13,606
659

64,916

% Change

-8.4
=-13.2
1.6
-5.3

72
2.7
-24.1
-68.0
=12.4
-6.9

2.2
-16.8
=19.0

6.1



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

12 Month Circulation Statistics

Location

CENTRAL LIBRARY, PRINT

Adult
Young Adult
Children's

TOTAL

EXTENSION PRINT
Bookmobile 548
Bookmobile 549
Outreach

TOTAL

TOTAL PRINT

NON-PRINT
Videocassettes
Audiocassettes
Recordings

TOTAL

Extension Non-print

TOTAL NON-PRINT
Renewals

TOTAL CIRCULATION

February 1998

Current
Year

276,557

14,658
159,874
451,089

83,463
33,031
9,330
125,824
576,913

83,946
31,911
22,964
138,821
11,218
150,039
8,478
735,430

Last
Year

287,740

15,381
158,959
462,080

82,882
35,473
10,039
128,394
590,474

77,676
34,998
24,398
137,072
10,315
147,387
10,467
748,328

% Change

0.7
-6.9
=7.1
-2.0
-2.3

8.1
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Chapter VIII Facilities

Introduction

The physical library remains central to library service. While no one model could meet every
unique local need, some requirements are common to all public libraries. These include adequate
and accessible space to house and circulate the collections; comfortable and attractive public
spaces for readers; space for other public amenities including restrooms and water fountains;
efficient and comfortable work and lounge areas for staff; and space for board meetings,
storytimes, and other library programs. The Supplemental Standards for this section are divided
into two sections -- Existing Facilities and New or Expanded Facilities.

Applicable Core Standards

Core 3.

Core 4.

Core 12.

Core. 20.

The library is in compliance with all federal laws that affect library operations
including but not limited to, the Americans with Disabilities Act [Public Law
101-336], the Fair Labor Standards Act [29 USC Ch 8], and the Bloodborne
Pathogen Standard [29 CFR Part 1910].

The library is in compliance with all other state laws that affect library operations
including but not limited to, the Illinois Accessibility Code [ 71 Illinois
Administrative Code 400 et seq.], the Open Meetings Act [5 ILCS 120/1], the
Freedom of Information Act [5S ILCS 140/1 et seq.], the State Records Act [5
ILCS 160/1 et seq.], the Library Records Confidentiality Act [75 ILCS 70/1]
and the Drug Free Workplace Act [30 ILCS 505/3].

The library has a board-approved mission statement, a long-range plan, a disaster
prevention and recovery plan, and policies. Such policies include but are not
limited to the following topics: personnel; reference; use of the library's materials,
services, and facilities including use of the library for exhibits and meetings; and
collection management . Illinois Statutory law specifically requires the board to
establish and review at least biennially, a written policy for the selection of library
materials (this is part of the library's collection management policy) and the use of
library materials and facilities. [75 ILCS 5/4-7.2 or 75 ILCS 16/30-60]). All
library policies are in compliance with state and federal laws.

The library has a telephone, telefaxsimile machine, photocopier, and computer

with modem. The library provides telephone service to its patrons with hearing
disabilities through a TTY or a "voice relay" provided by the telephone company.
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Core 23. The library is located in a facility designed or renovated for that purpose and in
compliance with applicable federal, state, and local codes.

Core 28. At least every 10 years and more frequently if necessary, the Board of Trustees
determines if the physical facility is sufficient to meet the needs of the community.
Should the facility be found insufficient to meet the needs of the community, the
Board of trustees takes steps to correct the problem.

Supplemental Standards for Existing Facilities

1. The library provides the right amount of space of the right kind to meet the provisions of
its long-range plans.

2. At least once every five years, the board directs a review of the library's long- term space
needs.
3. The library develops a plan and annual budget for maintenance of building and grounds

and fixed asset replacements.

4, The library building supports the implementation of current and future telecommunications
and electronic information technologies.

5. The library, including branches or other service points, is located at a site that is
determined to be most convenient for the community. Travel time to the library under
normal conditions does not exceed 30 minutes.

6. The library provides adequate, safe, well- lighted, and convenient parking during all hours
of service. The minimum number of required parking spaces may be governed by local
ordinance. Libraries reached primarily by car should provide 1.3 spaces per 500
population. If based on building size, there should be one space per 500 sq. ft.

i The library's entrance is easily identified, clearly visible, and well lighted. The entrance
faces the direction used by the majority of the patrons.

8. The library has an identifying sign clearly visible from the street. Additional signs guide
users from arterial streets to the library.

9. The library has adequate signage. All signage is in compliance with applicable federal,

state, and local regulations. Interior signs should be limited in number and not serve as a
substitute for logical building arrangement or for staff responses to routine user questions.
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10.

11

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The library has a designated tornado shelter. Emergency exits and evacuation routes out
of the building and to the tornado shelter are clearly marked. Fire extinguishers are clearly
marked. Emergency first aid supplies are readily available.

The library provides emergency training for staff, including annual fire and tornado drills,
use of fire extinguishers, and location of first aid kit.

The library has an emergency manual and a disaster plan which are reviewed biennially.

The library has telephones and associated communications devices sufficient to meet user
and staff needs.

a.) Telephones in all offices and at all service desks.
b.) Telephone number listed in both white and yellow pages.
c.) Automatic equipment to inform callers of library hours when the library is closed.

The library has sturdy and comfortable furnishings in sufficient quantity to meet user
needs. The library has allocated space for child and family use and provided furniture and
equipment designed for use by children. All furniture is in compliance with applicable
codes.

The library has enough shelving and other types of display and/or storage to provide
patrons with easy access to all materials. All shelving and other display/and or storage is
designed for library purposes. Shelving in the area serving young children is scaled to
their needs.

The library's lighting levels comply with the standards issued by the Illuminating
Engineering Society of North America. The lighting is evenly distributed, low glare, does
not cast shadows, and provides floor to ceiling illumination of all vertical surfaces. For
more information on lighting, see #8 under Supplemental Standards for new or
expanded facilities.

The library has fireproof facilities for the return of library materials when the library is
closed.

The library has heating, ventilating, and air conditioning systems (HVAC) capable of
filtering outside air and of maintaining comfortable temperatures throughout the year.

The library provides adequate security for staff, users, and collections.
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Supplemental Standards for new or expanded facilities.

1. Public library construction, expansion, and major renovation projects are planned by a
team consisting of the board or members of the board of trustees, the library
administrator and key staff, a library building consultant, and a registered professional
architect.

r The library, except those that are part of a home rule unit of government, selects an
architect in compliance with the Local Government Professional Services Selection Act
[SO ILCS 510/0.01]. There is no legal requirement to contract with the architect offering
the lowest fee.

3. The library's attorney reviews all contracts related to the construction project. The
American Institute of Architects provides standard legal forms that are used in many
situations, but the library can negotiate different terms if it so chooses.

4. Space planning is based on a twenty-year population projection (including probable
annexation) and desired improvements in collections and services. Each project takes into
account both the correction of current overcrowding and the creation of space for
expanded collections and services. Major building projects include specific plans for how
and where future expansion will take place.

5. Flexibility of design and furnishings.
a.) Buildings are designed with extensive data and electrical conduit, or with

alternative methods of providing service to all locations in the library.

b.) Lighting is designed to allow extensive rearrangement of library furnishings
c.) All areas of the library are designed to meet the floor loading standard of 150

pounds per square foot. Heavier loads such as microform storage cabinets and
compact shelving require 300 pounds per square foot.

d) Service counters, service desks, and office work areas are free-standing modular
units.
6. The library selects shelving that is designed for library purposes. Heavy- duty steel,

bracket type shelving that can be easily reassembled is the best choice. The depth of the
shelving should be appropriate to the material stored.
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All construction complies with federal, state, and local codes and regulations including,
but not limited to:

a.)

b)

National codes, including the Americans with Disabilities Act [Public Law 101-
336].

Illinois codes, including the Illinois Environmental Barriers Act of 1985 (410
ILCS 25/1 et seq.) the Illinois Plumbing Code, and the Illinois Accessibility
Code, published by the Capital Development Board to implement the Illinois
Environmental Barriers Act.

Local codes. Many Illinois municipalities have adopted nationally formulated
codes as their local codes. Most municipalities adopt either the Building
Officials and Construction Administrators (BOCA) Code or the Uniform
Building Codes established by the International Conference of Building Officials
(ICBO).

High quality lighting is critically important to libraries.

a)

b)

d)

Indirect lighting provides uniform, non-glare illumination. It provides the most
flexibility because the light is reflected from a continuous surface (the ceiling)
rather than emanating from single points. In general, extreme down lighting is a
very poor idea in libraries because it causes glare, creates troublesome shadows,
and does not light vertical surfaces. Glare is a particular nuisance in areas where
CRTs and microform readers with vertical glass screens are in use. Proximity to
windows and skylights can also create glare. To test {or glare, place a mirror over
the screen of a CRT and look for reflections of concentrated light sources.

Modern fluorescent lighting technology offers important advantages. Lamps with
a CRI (color rendition index) of 75 or better provide much more attractive light
than traditional lamps. Electronic ballasts are more efficient than traditional
magnetic ballasts, and eliminate hum and flicker.

High pressure sodium lighting is the ideal choice for parking lots.

-The most recent edition of the IES Lighting Handbook, edited by John E.

Kaufman, provides recommendations for lighting intensities, but some are too low
for library purposes. For example, the [ES recommendation of 5 to 10 footcandles
for halls, elevators, and stairways can create problems for persons with low vision.
IES standards are also included in Administrator's Guide to Library Building
Maintenance, an excellent publication by Dianne Lueder and Sally Webb. Both
publications are included in the bibliography following this section.
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10.

11.

Provide enougch storage space. This is one of the most frequently overlooked needs in the
design of new or expanded facilities.

Safety and low maintenance are primary concerns when considering the design of
landscaping and walkways.

Although each library's ultimate space needs will be determined by its unique needs
including its programs, services, and collections, there are some standard guidelines for
determining the space needed for specific components. These guidelines are based on
information from building program consultants, standards from other states, and some
measuring tape. See Appendix 7.1, " Determining Space Needs" for more detailed
information.

Examples of unique needs include extensive local history or genealogy collections,
community need for a large meeting room, frequent programming, and extensive art and
graphics related activities. Additional staff office space will be needed for libraries that are
responsible for all work and files related to finances and benefits. This is true of all district
and many village libraries.

Provide space for deliveries and trash removal.
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March 3, 1998

Mr. John Moorman, City Librarian
Decatur Public Library

247 East North Street

Decatur, IL 62523-1128

Re:  Sears Building Renovation Work
PSA Project No. 3091.01

Dear John,

Pursuant to your request, we have updated the project schedule (attached) to increase the
amount of time allocated for Owner move in. This period has been adjusted to reflect a six
week duration (August 5, 1999 through September 15, 1999).

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any additional questions or comments.

Sincerely,

PHILLIPS SWAGER ASSOCIATES
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Vice President
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Agenda Item Note
Board of Library Trustees
March 19, 1998

UNIVERSAL SERVICE DISCOUNT PROGRAM

Under the requirements of the universal service discount program the Library Board is required
to select a vendor for purchases under this program by April 15, 1998. As the next Board
meeting is April 16, 1998 this will have to be done at the March 19, 1998 meeting. Carolyn
Jensen and Julie McNamara have been working on this program and will be at the Board meeting
with a recommendation for a vendor for our purchases under this program.



"Decatur
S~ LIBRARY

JOHN A. MOORMAN - CITY LIBRARIAN

To: Decatur Public Library Board of Trustees
From: Julie McNamara, Computer Consultant
Carolyn Jensen, Assistant City Librarian
Date: 3/19/98
Time: 4:30 pm
Location: Decatur Public Library Board Room
Subject: Universal Service Program, “E-Rate” information

On May 7, 1997, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) adopted a
Universal Service Order implementing the Telecommunications Act of 1996. The Order
ensures that all eligible schools and libraries have affordable access to modern
telecommunications and information services. Up to $2.25 billion annually is available to
provide eligible schools and libraries with discounts, often referred to as the “E-rate”, for
authorized services, beginning January 1, 1998. The FCC created a list of eligible services
that includes more than 50 items under the broad categories of telecommunications
services, Internet Access, and internal connections.

Discounts range from 20 percent to 90 percent, depending on economic need and
location (urban or rural). The discount rate is based on the percentage of students
eligible for participation in the national school lunch program and the school’s
classification as rural or urban. Libraries will use the school lunch eligibility percentage
and urban/rural status for their local school district. The Decatur Public Library falls into
the Urban category and qualifies for a 80% discount.

The Schools & Libraries Corporation (SLC) is a non-profit organization that was

created to administer the new “E-rate” and reimburse telecommunications companies for
the technology discounts made to schools and libraries.

3/18/98 board info.cwk
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