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Iiame .of . grlelpal ,ogBerr 1. A Mr. Sloan - "1ong before 1860"'.
2, Thomas "Smith.
3, Dr. Ira N. Barnes - 1864 - bought from

,. ill;/illi;t3il.s - 1e3r - (on death or

------rdn" of Decatirr's oldest resid.ences, that of the late Dr. Ira Barnes
aL 4)B hI. North Street, may be torn down in the near future to make way
for a new hone to be oc, upied by Dr. Barnesr son, Dr. Lynn N. Barnes and.
lafliIy. I

iDr. Barnes stated last week he is undeclded. whether he will replace
or remod.el the"homestead. that became hls property on the':d.eath of hti step-
tnother, I,lrs. Itlary Barnes, in August of this yearr ,

"The home nas bul1t originally along coloriial ltnesr with a broad,
high ceillnged portico in the front, anri a seeond floor front balcony wlth
ornamental lron ral1ing. \

' 'As lt was flrst constfueted., the house was tNo stories in helght uith
one story wlngs flanklng the sldes at the front. Later these xlngs were
bul1t up to the height of the rest of the house, when the structure was
coarpletely rendd.elled by the late llr. fra Sarnes.' rA summer house in the broad lawn adjointng the house seldom failed. to
attract the attention of vlsitors- and passersby. The house resembled. a
m{nlature hi.nd-stand such as nay be seen in almost any smaS-1 town pubIlc
square. It ras a favorite spot for nenbers of the Baines' family and visl-
tors d.urlng the sunmer nonths

"An o1d- fashioned. "Fresbyterlan" iron fence encircling the yard. is still
another distinguishlng mark. 0f heavy twisted iron barsrr the fenee is
thought to have been built ful1y a half eentury ago, but lt remains intact.

"fnside, the high-cellings, spaclous roons beslrcak the peiiod. in i+hich
the house was built. There are no less than five fireplaees in the living
room and. bed.rooms. The nantels are of both Ilght aad d.ark narble, and one
is of ralnut, all in old fashioned. but beautiful designs.

"Many oId. pte6es of furniture, valuable as antlques, were found rhen the
house was eleaned. last week. There werr: pictures, o1d" china and ornarnental
vases. t'

Clipping Fi1e, Decatur Herald
November 8, 1931

Llncolr! Hanor, owned. by Irvlng Me1nik, &obert A. Paek-
er, Gershon Cohn, llorton Fle1nlk, and tro friends in

projeet completed July 1, 1970.

Present owner's nane!

Chicago. Lineoln l{anor
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"Back to the sinplicity of Clvitr 'riar tines, modern architect,.:re xi1l
carry the resid.ence of r::= Lat,e !r. Ira Barnes, 4J8'n. ]lorth St::et.

"Long before t-860 tire ilgnified hone appeared on the "!'-:roil", a txc
storled, balconied struet';re flankol on east and rest by on: s-,o:y rin5.

"fn later years iis beauly ra.s yi-olated by the inbr,.isj-on oi an eia
of gingerbread, ind its splaet:y xas broken ln remodelin3, r:i::: a t::e-
mod"ern generation deened prc1:€r.

"Nol+ shorn of it-: gj ncracker].r lt wiLtr be restored as i-. s--cci ;r,:ee
generatlons ago and..xilI becope 'uhe home of the- faml1y'oI k.-iyn:: F.
Barnes, who will thus ret'arn ;c his birthplace and childhood resl:e:ce.

"No one seens to renenbel ihe man who caused the house -uo 33 :':1it
save tlrat he bore the naae of Sloaa. fts tlmbers Here of hearry h:nf l=r:i
oak and its rooms were sp.-eious. No less than five flreplaees in tie:or=-
stairs rootss and sleepiag'chaabers conbatted" cold weather.

"The front door and i*-s.ldslights i'ere typical of the age. -:.33-;e --n3

long poreh was a. bal ccny riib 'a xrought iron railing. I'ron the pcr-ul :c
heavy clusters of rought iron g=apes were suspended.

"One entered d.irectly in-r,o a hcspitd,ble ha1l whlch led. on one siie h*,c
the parlor, and on the oiher sid.e into the d.inlng room and kitehen. A s--31:-
case rose from the entrance hall- to the sleeping roons above.

"lllren tire late toa Srnith purchased the residence from Mr.51oa.:= =zrea fer eh*nges io conforn to the need-s of his farnily. The space oc:uplai s;
the d.tning rooin anC kitcnen became another :p&rIor.

"Ju1y 12, i-.864 the late !r. Ira N. Bairi6s purchased. the house. ii: c:il-'-
another story on the nest xing, took off the",-east wing and replace{ 1t r-i:h
a two-story r*ing that bulged forriard with a bay window. It ras iir kee:l==
wlth the era, but lt lost entirely the slnnplfcity of the liae nhloh :nzrac--er-
t"* ll[."::fi::'JXiili"f;; renaiaed ti,,oosh the years u" ,, ras ::r3:=:riy O
built. rr ,

,r' : . Famous LandBarJr on "The (nc1l",
r , ' I'Iest North St. r birthplace ci 3r.

, : ir: LYnn Barnes, -ts be resodelgi an:
brick Yeneered,, bY Carn-'c i:i:,

.The followtng data is from the a/n-?4 card""b11,tr"3a rf . Norih.-S',., !{acon
County Assessor's 0fficei

10 roons Slate roof
J apartments S'Leam heat 

-',masonryn- briek )-t/2 blocts , ::":: ';

Built in 1859'Benodeied in 1885 and. again.in 1930 '

i January ?2, 1974:



+18 'Cest North

Photos, Margaret 1,1. l.leyer, 0ctober, L974

L-l



HISTORY OF MACON COUNTY, ILLINOIS. tr41

n-=J&" ' 
ft:/aztu!+1"'4t2 i7sc

C""r--*---D'i';W, d a'-'o*-i"*-r'!-' Jz

i-iinois, rvas boru at Ciaremont, Nerv Hampsliire, ou
t.c:nber, 16!S. :I{is fatlier, Ira Norton Rarnes, rr'ts
, '. \err' Errgland farmer, and beiug indu-strious ailtl
.te to his business, he managecl to dral. from anrong
: ,. native state a comfortable support fbr his lalge

,tlier of Dr. Barnes, Harriet Eastman Bttnes, rva.'

rhe old -Eastman family, from which sprulig Daniel
, :hel clistingui-ched characters. \Yhen Dr. Barnes

.i uonths of age his father received a sevele scald
. ruaple-syrup, t'hich resulted in his deaih after a

re early years in the life of Dr. Barnes \\''ere spent at

-\itel obtaining a good eclucation at the acaclcnries of
.- rnd of Springlield; Yermont, he begarr the study of
' rr,rrnacv rvitir W. M. Dadd, I\I.D., of Claremont. fn

r;'.-r gDnlplssioned by Goveruor Dinsnroor as assista.nt
. . rth regiment of New Ha,mpshire rnilitia. He re-

lr',rr store of Dr. Larld several years, and then he
' - a collegiate course of study. After trvo vears

'r:'.:i,rn at I(imball tlnion Academy, he entered
.:; iu 1851, and graduated thcrefrom in 1855, rvith

-'.1,. The follorving year \vas spent in the drug
. - :,,r' rher, Dr. fL A. Barnes, at I)ecatur, Illinois.

I : Jackson, Mississippi, n'here he taught a select

i.r ili'.'m *1, r,";x :r' il".:'l.I,^:;
. . ::-rred his rnerlical studies under the tuition of

- - - ,t r e.rd E. R. Peaslee. He spent the .summer
,,.-. --:. Pennsylvauia, attendiug the clinics at the

, . ,:l :r the autumn of the same vear he matricu-

laterl rt the JeIlblson llerlical College. 1u 1861 he returnerl to

I'hiladelphia and ttteltled his 1a,.t cout'se of lcctut'e-r, aud gladuated
at the Jefferson -(chool in }Iarcli, 18{;2.

Immeriiately aft.er grriduation he located at Dccatur, Illirois, ancl

formerl a partuership rvith l)r. E. \Y. ]Ioore, l'hich lias continuecl
to the prescut time. In nlarch, 18 i3, lte rvls appoitttetl aud conr-
nrissioncd rs surgeon ofthe 116th Regimerrt of lllirrois \-olunteers.
Il 1864 he rvas appointed surgeou-in-chief of thc 2t1 Div. Arrnv
(.'orps, and iu 1865 11'x-. placctl iu chargc of the Division fl6,.pitr1.
He l'a,. rvith his regiruent tlhen, as part o1'tlte Almr- of tire Ielles-
see, it participaterl in thc l-,attIe-. aloutrd Yicksbulg arrd J*ck-.rn.
Ilississippi ; C'hattauoogn, llissiou Ilidgc ard Iinosville. Tertne,.sce ;

Rcsacr, Dallas, Iicnesal }lourtair, llaliettrr, Itltntu, Foli llc-
,\lli-"tcr. aucl Savaluah, Gertlgia; lnr-l C).rlLtrubia, Sor-rth C'u'oliua.
After nrarching l'ith Shelrlan to thc seu, ett,l thcuce thlor:glr llie
Crrolinas rnd Yilginia tu \\'a.hir:.lt,,rr, Di.tli,'t of Columlria. he

*'as nmstclcd out l'ith his resiurent ncal t1)c lattel citv in,TLrne,

186r. He at once retulrretl t,r Decatr-rl uncl le-.unrcrl the pltt'tice
6f 11i,. prirfession, in rr'hich hc has been lcrl succr.-.siirl. The lrart-
ruer'-.hip betrveer hiur arrtl Dr'. lloore has eristed lorrgei'thari
ariv other rnedical pqltnership in Jlacon connty. IJe hn,s been a

r:onscientious and industrious ph-r'sician, and his energies hilve Leen

rvholll' devoted to iiis lrrge plactice. Dr. Barnes i-. a urember oi
the Illinois -(tate }ledical Socicty ancl of the Anrerican Mcdical
I-"sociation, and oue of the pirysicians to the Ho-spital of thc Sisters
of .st. Francis. Or the 25th r-rf September, 1E61, ire rvrs malried
to Dianthn G. Sargent, of Claremont, Nerv Hanrpshire, lvho dietl
May 10th, 1879. He has one ghild, a son, Lynu Mooge Barnes,
hnrr rlnrnhor ?,1 lRTll /a,l-*- -ba,c?n-ze- .J,.J/u' -i/c/ 1?'u'/u,, 4/cl1z)zborn Octob.. 3d, 18?3. o'l'f
C-'.u,u* o<'42*- 4urL 'cete? oql,r-^- )*"L 7)*''e 'ar't*7/r-a'i n 'a'-'1il-,7' 

a,, -, * 4:' * n 
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Home Ongns Saturday li:,l:.".*who 
can care lor them'

Lfr.trn' "rti#? y.igt,:1,9.Tti.r* 
"l 
rfff. rtlli:'{*,ilt

-',Iayx James H. Rupp willlMelnik sajd that there are,planllLiri,'5'Siir, no discrimination rn
cut a-red, nhite and blue ribbonlto expand t0 rncrease tna[ totalltieatment or accomm*dations,"
irtu.Otv' ]r. .*qI the_ formal 

I 
to 150. he said.

fri,ipl jrtl{{H,,},T?1,,:331 _.,y:J: t:.,1:,,"'J:i,I*iiiH 
1 
,ffi_ :iil. lh.i:; , Hi;iil

she1tercare,ho*!..',,"^"^,,l6iltffi4EE!9sl9lil'ir.i.GEizi,wt,iteto',t,u'.Anopea-hous.JiI.}.u..1.]glffilil#.i;;d*;if;'^.i.i;;,1d..t
ll:q 1 P i, 1,T- PSYiS^ :illffi I er,''l$*.d,ytoriiiplaythe'h6me,ooi,,,,ffil*l.hu,,"tryingto.ptovidea
itsfeat*estothepublic. ..^.,^lffitfiiiiffie: lnew vay oiiiiJ*liniign,ty s9

'We're proud of n'hat we have
here,'r 6viot s. lt$e\1!, 9u1,9f
!h" owners, said about e.1ffi"'Hrr1f.?r"inthehome,whichis
L^-^ I anqJllqllEf!.l(.jlu lururrrE rL w4l I r c culr

He deseribeit Lircorn lr{anor @ I 
.*p":}{,lo X-f,'f'^' T:l*g'fleoescn0eq]rltrcoIuI},la[uI-lFqv-9vvl-J-..--i"rLuetnit..nobertA.Packer,

as a retirement home that wasl-P9*!9ll-^ ,, -rta^-^u^* ti n^r.- orrr Mnrrnnyears of age anOlGelshom +.. Cory."'.d y'*:l
:;*rHJ:-,'HT"',J: %:H*',I1 "1i..x'il".u1ld,:T 

;iei:Lii!l[1,iffi#i*o t".,oi i' chi'

nity. -'- 
| shelter care home, whieh is for I cago'

A full ran€ie of aetivities in-[.

t

dudirg gardeairg, classes, j

'ehuch servie"s and garnes sueh
as shuffle beaei ard pool will be
offered at the *.ome.

The home's cenhal location in
the comapnity wilt allov resi-
iAt"-t"'t.k; ;"rt i"-;.&;;-
tional, tuifural, educational and
social activities in the eommu-
itity, he said.

'Emphasis, at Lincoln Maror
\DiU be oo involying tte resi-
denls in aetivities.

t

cbanges as rreather conditions

- Medical room for resident,s
doctor, resident's recoids aud
medication.

- Semiprivaie and private
rooms.

+=uull+ftu*,ilr*li

ii'*=i*ul*i*t'ffi

ffi;-fi:ilHiiffi"Tmmm "."", 
*;.i c,..u Home ai 438 w. Norrh st.

_1
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Automatic emergencv'
iighting for all exits in caie cif
power failure.

- Automatic closing of all
smoke doors and turning off of
all air moving blowers in the
building in the eveut of a fire

j

alarm. I

"We've tried 0o create a1
warm, homey atmosphere by,
using early Americau decor,"j
Melnik said. I

When it opens Saturday, the,
home will be abie to aceom-l
modate 106 persons, however,l
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- Automatic signaling of
department in eveut &
alarm is sotrnded.

- Piped in.musib ard,
sy$em.



)rs;DENce or Df /RA N, BARNf.9, ha.tVoara *Cottroe,Srs. Dscnrun,/rt .

m


