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RIGHTS AND ACCESS  
 

Physical Access Restrictions 

None 

 

Technical Access Restrictions 

None  

 

Publication Rights 

Copyright has been assigned to the Decatur Public Library.  All requests for permission to 

publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to the Department of Archives and Special 

Collections.  Permission for publication is given on behalf of the Decatur Public Library as the 

owner of the physical items and as the owners of copyright in items created by the donor.  

Although copyright was transferred by the donor, copyright in some items in the collection may 

still be held by their respective creator(s).  For further information, contact the Department of 

Archives and Special Collections.  

 

INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS 
 

Preferred Citation 

[item identification], [collection title], [collection number], Decatur Public Library, Department 

of Archives and Special Collections, Decatur, Illinois. 

 

Related Collections 

Decatur Art Class Collection (unprocessed) 

 

Separated Material  

None.   

 

Published Descriptions 



Not applicable  

 

Location of Originals 

Not applicable 

 

Location of Copies 

Not applicable. 

 

Publication Note 

Not applicable  

 

Subject Headings 

Study Class of Decatur IL, Decatur IL 

 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
 The Study Class of Decatur, IL was started in 1901 by 20 young women who were 

related to or friends of members of the Decatur Art Class.  These women wanted a permanent 

organization for serious study.  The Class studied many topics, including ancient civilizations, 

countries, and great women.  Membership was taken seriously, with absences only allowed for 

good reason.  The members met in each other’s houses once a week from September to April of 

each year.  This organization celebrated their 100th anniversary in 2001, and is still studying 

topics in the present day.   

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 This collection contains information pertaining to the Study Class of Decatur, IL.  The 

collection is 8.5 linear feet, and covers minutes, topics, programs, and notes of the organization.   

 

The collection was donated by the Study Class of Decatur, IL, and was originally housed in 4 

carboard boxes.  There was no noticeable order to the collection, so it was organized with the 

researcher in mind.     

COLLECTION INVENTORY 

I. History 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

History  Box 1 FF 1 

Officers   FF 2 

Secretary Book 1901-1924  FF 3 

 

II. By-Laws & Policies 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

By-Laws  FF 4 

Operating Procedures  FF 5 

 

III. Finances 



Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Purchaser’s Receipts   FF 6 

Treasurer’s Report 1992-

1993 

 FF 7 

Treasurer’s Report 1993-

1994 

 FF 8 

Treasurer’s Report 1994-

1995 

 FF 9 

Treasurer’s Report 1996-

1997 

 FF 10 

Treasurer’s Report 1997-

1998 

 FF 11 

Treasurer’s Report 1998-

1999 

 FF 12 

Treasurer’s Report 2008-

2009 

 FF 13 

Treasurer’s Report 2009-

2010 

 FF 14 

Treasurer’s Report 2010-

2011 

 FF 15 

Treasurer’s Report 2011-

2012 

 FF 16 

 

IV. Minutes 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Minutes Book 1904-1910  FF 17 

Minutes Book 1910-1917  FF 18 

Minutes Book 1917-1924  FF 19 

Minutes Book 1924-1929  FF 20 

Minutes Book 1929-1936  FF 21 

Minutes Book 1936-1940  FF 22 

Minutes Book 1940-1953 Box 2 FF 1 

Minutes Book 1953-1963  FF 2 

Minutes Book 1963-1978  FF 3 

Minutes Book 1978-1986  FF 4 

Minutes Book 1986-1993  FF 5 

Minutes Book 1993-2002 Box 3 FF 1 

Minutes – September 2002  FF 2 

Minutes – October 2002  FF 3 

Minutes – November 2002  FF 4 

Minutes – December 2002  FF 5 

Minutes – January 2003  FF 6 

Minutes – February 2003  FF 7 

Minutes – March 2003  FF 8 



Minutes – April 2003  FF 9 

Minutes – September 2003  FF 10 

Minutes – October 2003  FF 11 

Minutes – November 2003  FF 12 

Minutes – December 2003  FF 13 

Minutes – January 2004  FF 14 

Minutes – February 2004  FF 15 

Minutes – March 2004  FF 16 

Minutes – April 2004  FF 17 

Minutes – September 2004  FF 18 

Minutes – October 2004  FF 19 

Minutes – November 2004  FF 20 

Minutes – December 2004  FF 21 

Minutes – January 2005  FF 22 

Minutes – February 2005  FF 23 

Minutes – March 2005  FF 24 

Minutes – April 2005  FF 25 

Minutes – September 2005  FF 26 

Minutes – October 2005  FF 27 

Minutes – November 2005  FF 28 

Minutes – December 2005  FF 29 

Minutes – January 2006  FF 30 

Minutes – February 2006  FF 31 

Minutes – March 2006  FF 32 

Minutes – April 2006  FF 33 

Minutes – September 2006  FF 34 

Minutes – October 2006  FF 35 

Minutes – November 2006  FF 36 

Minutes – December 2006  FF 37 

Minutes – January 2007  FF 38 

Minutes – February 2007  FF 39 

Minutes – March 2007  FF 40 

Minutes – April 2007  FF 41 

Minutes – September 2007  FF 42 

Minutes – October 2007  FF 43 

Minutes – November 2007  FF 44 

Minutes – December 2007  FF 45 

Minutes – January 2008  FF 46 

Minutes – February 2008  FF 47 

Minutes – March 2008  FF 48 

Minutes – April 2008  FF 49 

Minutes – September 2008  FF 50 

Minutes – October 2008  FF 51 

Minutes – November 2008  FF 52 

Minutes – December 2008  FF 53 



Minutes – January 2009  FF 54 

Minutes – February 2009  FF 55 

Minutes – March 2009  FF 56 

Minutes – April 2009 Box 4 FF 1 

Minutes – September 2009  FF 2 

Minutes – October 2009  FF 3 

Minutes – November 2009  FF 4 

Minutes – December 2009  FF 5 

Minutes – January 2010  FF 6 

Minutes – February 2010  FF 7 

Minutes – March 2010  FF 8 

Minutes – April 2010  FF 9 

Minutes – September 2010  FF 10 

Minutes – October 2010  FF 11 

Minutes – November 2010  FF 12 

Minutes – December 2010  FF 13 

Minutes – January 2011  FF 14 

Minutes – February 2011  FF 15 

Minutes – March 2011  FF 16 

Minutes – April 2011  FF 17 

Minutes – September 2011  FF 18 

Minutes – October 2011  FF 19 

Minutes – November 2011  FF 20 

Minutes – December 2011  FF 21 

Minutes – January 2012  FF 22 

Minutes – February 2012  FF 23 

Minutes – March 2012  FF 24 

Minutes – April 2012  FF 25 

Minutes – September 2012  FF 26 

Minutes – October 2012  FF 27 

Minutes – November 2012  FF 28 

Minutes – December 2012  FF 29 

Minutes – January 2013  FF 30 

Minutes – February 2013  FF 31 

Minutes – March 2013  FF 32 

Minutes – April 2013  FF 33 

Minutes – September 2013  FF 34 

Minutes – October 2013  FF 35 

Minutes – November 2013  FF 36 

Minutes – December 2013  FF 37 

Minutes – January 2014  FF 38 

Minutes – February 2014  FF 39 

Minutes – March 2014  FF 40 

Minutes – April 2014  FF 41 

Minutes – September 2014  FF 42 



Minutes – October 2014  FF 43 

Minutes – November 2014  FF 44 

Minutes – December 2014  FF 45 

Minutes – February 2015  FF 46 

Minutes – March 2015  FF 47 

Minutes – April 2015  FF 48 

Annual Reports (Misc)  FF 49 

Notes from Minutes   FF 50 

 

V. Membership 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Members – Joan Avis  FF 51 

Members – Joanne Baird  FF 52 

Members – Ann Beall  FF 53 

Members – Margaret 

Beaumont  

 FF 54 

Members – Lillie Chadsey  FF 55 

Members – Mary Cleave  FF 56 

Members – Lou Cole   FF 57 

Members – Mary Jo 

Comerford  

 FF 58 

Members – Peggy Dick   FF 59 

Members – Mrs. Neal 

Doubleday 

 FF 60 

Members – Barbara Dunn   FF 61 

Members – Marny Elliott   FF 62 

Members – Alice Bering 

Evans  

 FF 63 

Members – Marge Evans   FF 64 

Members – Jody Featherstun   FF 65 

Members – Ethel Garman  FF 66 

Members – Anna Gerstner  FF 67 

Members – Mildred Gonzalez  FF 68 

Members – Marty Grohne   FF 69 

Members – Marion Hood  FF 70 

Members – Phyllis Hunt  Box 5 FF 1 

Members – Jean Jahr   FF 2 

Members – Sallie Jenkins   FF 3 

Members – Pauline Jurgens  FF 4 

Members – Sally Krigbaum   FF 5 

Members – Joanne Leonard   FF 6 

Members – M. Macklin   FF 7 

Members – Marilynn Madden   FF 8 

Members – Jan Mandernach  FF 9 



Members – Donna Maxwell   FF 10 

Members – Phyllis 

McPherron  

 FF 11 

Members – Virginia 

McQuistion  

 FF 12 

Members – Sarita Metzler  FF 13 

Members – Emmy Lou 

Moore  

 FF 14 

Members – Betty Moser   FF 15 

Members – Addie Mueller   FF 16 

Members – Lillie B. Murphy   FF 17 

Members – Barb Ohlsen   FF 18 

Members – Kathleen Owen   FF 19 

Members – Mary Elizabeth 

Owen  

 FF 20 

Members – Virginia Owen   FF 21 

Members – Joyce Reeves   FF 22 

Members – Connie Requarth   FF 23 

Members – Barbara Rowe  FF 24 

Members – Rita Schwake  FF 25 

Members – Ann Seidman   FF 26 

Members – Lou Snelson   FF 27 

Members – Alice Taylor   FF 28 

Members – Mary Turner   FF 29 

Members – Betty Watkins   FF 30 

Members - Mary Williams   FF 31 

Attendance 2002-2003  FF 32 

Attendance 2003-2004  FF 33 

Attendance 2004-2005  FF 34 

Attendance 2005-2006  FF 35 

Attendance 2006-2007  FF 36 

Attendance 2008-2009  FF 37 

Attendance 2009-2010  FF 38 

Attendance 2010-2011  FF 39 

Attendance 2011-2012  FF 40 

Attendance 2012-2013  FF 41 

Attendance 2014-2015  FF 42 

Attendance Sheet   FF 43 

Calling List 2005-2006  FF 44 

Calling List 2011-2012  FF 45 

Local Honorary Members   FF 46 

Member Lists   FF 47 

Recommendation Form  FF 48 

 



VI. Committees  

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Archives Task Force   FF 49 

Topics Committee   FF 50 

 

VII. Topics  

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Topic Lists   FF 51 

Topics 1901-1904  FF 52 

Topics 1904-1916  FF 53 

Topics – Fall 1913 Box 6 FF 1 

Topics – Spring 1914  FF 2 

Topics – Fall 1914  FF 3 

Topics – Spring 1915  FF 4 

Topics – Fall 1915  FF 5 

Topics – Spring 1916  FF 6 

Topics 1916-1922  FF 7 

Topics 1922-1924  FF 8 

Topics 1925-1940  FF 9 

Topics 1943-1944  FF 10 

Topics 1944-1945  FF 11 

Topics 1943-1947  FF 12 

Topics 1947-1948  FF 13 

Topics 1952-1953  FF 14 

Topics 1954-1955  FF 15 

Topics 1955-1956  FF 16 

Topics 1956-1957  FF 17 

Topics 1957-1958  FF 18 

Topics 1958-1959  FF 19 

Topics 1959-1960  FF 20 

Topics 1960-1961  FF 21 

Topics 1963-1964  FF 22 

Topics 1964-1965  FF 23 

“Africa” 1961-1962  FF 24 

“Spain” 1965-1966 & 1966-

1967 

 FF 25 

“Russia” 1967-1968  FF 26 

“USSR” 1968-1969  FF 27 

“China” 1969-1970 & 1970-

1971 

 FF 28 

“India” 1971-1972  FF 29 

“India – Southeast Asia” 

1972-1973 

 FF 30 



“Japan” 1973-1974 Box 7 FF 1 

“Greece” 1974-1975  FF 2 

“The Arab World” 1975-1976  FF 3 

“Germany” 1976-1977  FF 4 

“The Germans” 1977-1978  FF 5 

“Mexico & Central America” 

1978-1979 

 FF 6 

“LaBelle France: 500BC-

1792AD” 1979-1980 

 FF 7 

“LaBelle France Part II: 

1789-1980” 1980-1981 

 FF 8 

“Italia” 1981-1982 & 1982-

1983 

 FF 9 

“Indians” 1983-1984  FF 10 

“Scandinavia” 1984-1985  FF 11 

“Great Women” 1985-1986  FF 12 

“South America” 1986-1987  FF 13 

“South America” 1987-1988  FF 14 

“America the Beautiful” 

1988-1989 

 FF 15 

“The Russian Empire” 1989-

1990 

 FF 16 

“The Soviet Union” 1990-

1991 

 FF 17 

“Kings & Queens of 

England” 1991-1992 

 FF 18 

“The British Isles – 1837 to 

Present” 1992-1993 

 FF 19 

“Canada” 1993-1994  FF 20 

“Imperial China” 1994-1995  FF 21 

“China Since 1911” 1995-

1996 

 FF 22 

“Australia” 1996-1997  FF 23 

“Southeast Asia” 1997-1998 Box 8 FF 1 

“Africa Today” 1999-2000  FF 2 

“History of Decatur & Macon 

County” 2000-2001 

 FF 3 

“Art, Music, & Literature” 

2001-2002 

 FF 4 

“The Masters” 2002-2003  FF 5 

“The Middle East to 1914” 

2003-2004 

 FF 6 

“The Middle East 1914 to 

Present” 2004-2005 

 FF 7 

“Ireland” 2005-2006  FF 8 



“The Indian Subcontinent 

Part I” 2006-2007 

 FF 9 

“The Indian Subcontinent 

Part II” 2007-2008 

 FF 10 

“The World of Science” 

2008-2009 

 FF 11 

“The World of Science II” 

2009-2010 

 FF 12 

“Biographies” 2010-2011  FF 13 

“Biographies” 2011-2012  FF 14 

“City” 2012-2013  FF 15 

“Cities of the Americas” 

2013-2014 

 FF 16 

“Greece – Past & Present” 

2014-2015 

 FF 17 

“U.S. Immigration: 1800s to 

Present” 2015-2016 

 FF 18 

“Louisa May Alcott”  FF 19 

“The Algonquin Round 

Table” 

 FF 20 

“Anchorage, AK”  FF 21 

“Ancient Textiles, Costume, 

and Carpets”  

 FF 22 

“Botany”   FF 23 

“Buddhism”  FF 24 

“Cleopatra VII”   FF 25 

“George Armstrong Custer”   FF 26 

“Decatur, IL”   FF 27 

“Greece”   FF 28 

“The Holy Land”   FF 29 

“Indianapolis, IN”   FF 30 

“Integrative Nutrition”   FF 31 

“Istanbul, Turkey”  FF 32 

“Michael Jackson”   FF 33 

“Jerusalem”   FF 34 

“London, UK”   FF 35 

“Henry & Clare Luce”  FF 36 

“Middle East”   FF 37 

“Mycology”  FF 38 

“Persian Empire”   FF 39 

“Mary Pickford”  FF 40 

“Saudi Arabia”   FF 41 

“Robert & Clara Schumann”   FF 42 

“Sitka, AK”  FF 43 

“Turkey”  FF 44 



“Universal Health Care”   FF 45 

Miscellaneous  FF 46 

Suggested Topics for 2001-

2002 

 FF 47 

 

VIII. Topic Notes 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Ethel Garman – Julius Caesar  FF 48 

Ethel Garman – Chief Joseph 

& the Nez Perce  

 FF 49 

Ethel Garman – Egypt (1961)  FF 50 

Ethel Garman – England   FF 51 

Ethel Garman – German 

Immigrants  

 FF 52 

Ethel Garman – Italy   FF 53 

Ethel Garman – Money   FF 54 

Ethel Garman – John Reed   FF 55 

Ethel Garman – Spain   FF 56 

Gussie Gorin – Notes 1951-

1953 

Box 9 FF 1 

 

IX. Programs 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Luncheon 4/15/1969  FF 2 

Luncheon 4/15/1973  FF 3 

Luncheon 4/5/1975  FF 4 

Luncheon 1977  FF 5 

Luncheon 1978  FF 6 

Luncheon 4/27/1982  FF 7 

Luncheon 4/17/1984  FF 8 

Luncheon 4/7/1987  FF 9 

Luncheon 4/3/1990  FF 10 

Luncheon 4/9/1991  FF 11 

“An English Luncheon” 

4/7/1992 

 FF 12 

Study Class Opening 

10/6/1992 

 FF 13 

Luncheon 4/20/1993  FF 14 

Study Class Opening 

10/19/1993 

 FF 15 

“O Canada” Luncheon 

4/12/1994 

 FF 16 



Study Class Opening 

10/4/1994 

 FF 17 

Luncheon 4/4/1995  FF 18 

Luncheon 4/23/1996  FF 19 

Luncheon 4/15/1997  FF 20 

Luncheon 9/28/1998  FF 21 

“Africa” Luncheon 4/20/1999  FF 22 

“Africa Today” Luncheon 

4/18/2000 

 FF 23 

Luncheon 9/28/2000  FF 24 

WILL-TV Documentary 

2000 

 FF 25 

Centennial Committee 

Meeting 3/28/2001 

 FF 26 

Centennial Luncheon 

4/10/2001 

 FF 27 

“Starving Artists Luncheon” 

9/18/2001 

 FF 28 

Luncheon 4/16/2002  FF 29 

“The Movies at the Avon” 

3/25/2003 

 FF 30 

Luncheon 4/15/2003  FF 31 

Luncheon 9/9/2003  FF 32 

Luncheon 4/13/2004  FF 33 

Luncheon 9/14/2004  FF 34 

Christmas Tea 12/14/2004  FF 35 

Christmas Tea 12/13/2005  FF 36 

Annual Meeting 4/18/2006  FF 37 

Christmas Tea 12/12/2006  FF 38 

Luncheon 9/18/2007  FF 39 

Christmas Tea 12/18/2007  FF 40 

Annual Meeting 4/15/2008  FF 41 

Luncheon 9/16/2008  FF 42 

Annual Luncheon 4/14/2009  FF 43 

Luncheon 9/15/2009  FF 44 

Luncheon 4/20/2010  FF 45 

Opening Luncheon 9/14/2010  FF 46 

Christmas Tea 12/14/2010  FF 47 

Annual Meeting & Spring 

Luncheon 4/19/2011 

 FF 48 

Luncheon 9/20/2011  FF 49 

Luncheon 9/18/2012  FF 50 

Spring Luncheon 4/23/2013  FF 51 

Art Institute of Chicago Tour 

11/11/2014 

 FF 52 



Study Class Frolic  FF 53 

Luncheon – Miscellaneous  FF 54 

 

X. Anniversaries 

Folder Name  Box #  Folder # 

24th Anniversary (1925)  FF 55 

25th Anniversary (1926)  FF 56 

29th Anniversary (1930)  FF 57 

36th Anniversary (1937)  FF 58 

38th Anniversary (1939)  FF 59 

39th Anniversary (1940)  FF 60 

40th Anniversary (1941)  FF 61 

41st Anniversary (1942) Box 10 FF 1 

45th Anniversary (1946)  FF 2 

46th Anniversary (1947)  FF 3 

50th Anniversary (1951)  FF 4 

51st Anniversary (1952)  FF 5 

52nd Anniversary (1953)  FF 6 

55th Anniversary (1956)  FF 7 

90th Anniversary (1991)  FF 8 

100th Anniversary (2001)  FF 9 

Anniversary Notes by Lillie 

Chadsey 1901-1938 

 FF 10 

 

XI. Awards 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Illinois Centennial Award 

(2008) 

 FF 11 

 

XII. Songs  

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Songs   FF 12 

 

XIII. Correspondence 

Folder Name  Box # Folder# 

Correspondence 1945  FF 13 

Correspondence 1962  FF 14 

Correspondence 1963  FF 15 

Correspondence 1966  FF 16 



Correspondence 1974  FF 17 

Correspondence 1975  FF 18 

Correspondence 1987  FF 19 

Correspondence 1988  FF 20 

Correspondence 1989  FF 21 

Correspondence 1992  FF 22 

Correspondence 1996  FF 23 

Correspondence 1997  FF 24 

Correspondence 1998  FF 25 

Correspondence 1999  FF 26 

Correspondence 2000  FF 27 

Correspondence 2001  FF 28 

Correspondence 2003  FF 29 

Correspondence 2005  FF 30 

Correspondence 2006  FF 31 

Correspondence 2008  FF 32 

Correspondence 2009  FF 33 

Correspondence 2010  FF 34 

Correspondence 2011  FF 35 

Correspondence 2012  FF 36 

Correspondence 2014  FF 37 

Correspondence – 

Miscellaneous 

 FF 38 

 

XIV. Organizations 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Decatur Art Class – Phyllis 

Hunt’s Notes  

Box 11 FF 1 

Decatur Art Class – Notes  FF 2 

Decatur Art Class – 

Scrapbook #1 

 FF 3 

Decatur Art Class – 

Scrapbook #2 

 FF 4 

Decatur Public Schools   FF 5 

The Fatherless Children of 

France  

 FF 6 

Historical & Architectural 

Sites Commission 

 FF 7 

League of Women Voters   FF 8 

Near Westside Restoration & 

Preservation Society 

(NWRAPS) 

 FF 9 

 



XV. News Articles  

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

News Articles   FF 10 

 

XVI. Photographs 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Photos  Box 12 FF 1 

Photo Album 1984-2009  FF 2 

Anniversary - 50th 

Anniversary (1951) 

 FF 3 

Anniversary – 100th 

Anniversary Meeting 

(4/3/2001) 

 FF 4 

Anniversary – 100th 

Anniversary (4/10/2001) 

 FF 5 

Commencement Day 

(6/16/1903) 

 FF 6 

Bob Fallstrom’s Visit 

(2/20/2001) 

 FF 7 

Illinois Centennial Awards 

(9/13/2008) 

 FF 8 

Luncheon (10/3/2000)  FF 9 

Luncheon (4/18/2011)  FF 10 

Luncheon (9/17/2013)  FF 11 

Members (2001)  FF 12 

WILL-TV Taping 

(10/10/2000) 

 FF 13 

 

XVII. Books 

Name  Box # 

Green Heritage: Vascular Flora of Macon 

County, Illinois and Environs by Margaret 

Meissner Evans (1990) 

 

The Sound of Our Own Voices: Women’s 

Study Clubs 1860-1910 by Theodora Penny 

Martin (1987) 

 

 

XVIII.  Oversized 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 



Notes – Ethel Garman – 

Russia 

Box 13 FF 1 

Notes – Ethel Garman – 

Vietnam 

 FF 2 

Organizations – A.E. Staley 

Co.  

 FF 3 

Photographs – 25th 

Anniversary (1926) 

 FF 4 

 

XIX. Ephemora 

Name  Box # 

Ethel Garman – Wood Blocks (6) Box 14 

Ethel Garman – Greeting Cards   

Ethel Garman - Flag  

WILL-TV hat Box 15 

Dinosaur Bone Fossil gift (2010)  

Minutes & Summaries Flash Drive (2014-

2015) 

 

Study Class Disc (2005)  

Study Class CD  

Study Class Original Filming Session & 

WILL Presentation VHS (2) (10/10/2000) 

 

Illinois Centennial Award (2008)  

Presentation Cassettes (11)  

 


