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COVNTRY HO\ SE .1RC'HITECTVRE
- IN THE i\IIDDLE \\-ES'l- -

BY PETEB.

' I N the article on "Country House
-i I Architecture in the NIicldL \l'est.''r rvhich appeared in the October issue

q*ili,",Jr,#*{,+-,:"iir"':if ;
these'exa-mples of a conformity to cer-
tain principies of construction a:ri
design are prominent and are part oi

-r the evidence that in certain respects
'st1-Ie' has grown from a common e-\-
perience. For instance, the greater
number of the houses are long rather
than square, as was formerly the case.
The square country house with a stair-
x-ar in the middle is a thing of the past.
The long side is now the entrance front.
The main stairr,r,ay receiveS its light from
one of the 'fronts' and not from a sk1--
Irgirt. It is a distinctive feature both of
'ihe interior and exterior design. Another
pnerailing feature is that the buildings
a:e 1orv, rvith deep projecting eaves, and
mi:h iorv ceilings, compared with those of
forrner da1's, and low roofs."

In saying this I rvas unconsciously ex-
plaining rvhat is nolv recognized as the
"prairie spirit" in architecture-a con-

. :. .:r.it :lririt in land-- .:-l h:rs becn recog-
:x' one oi tlrc de-

- : :'. r:i-sitr- of lllinois.
: ;: is true, neitl'rcr'- .. : .e -.rudy of lanrl-

:-. rirt thc lliddlc
. : 1,..,rit it. Lof o_-

- . r',i !r.,n rlonrairr,

- . ::1ras ilcmon-
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::r :L l',r:tiric
. . :.::trre rVhiCh

_-, ]Iiddic
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free-hand sketch oi one cf his houses,
rvith its stirroundings, sotne\1'hat ideztl-
ized. ,\nother of his houses rrill be
founrl in liig. 19. This is not altogether
in thc "prairie spirit." I have therefore
placcrl it aillong illustrations of houses
of a nrore pir:tttrcsrlue character. It aiso
shoi.r's horv a snrall lrouse may be ntade
attractive rvith little outlay of money. It
is a subnrl.ran house with many close
neighbors, and is built entirely of wood
cariiully colored, the exterior of the
second story being covercd u'ith stucco.

'llrere are mally other houses of rea-
sonal)lc cost anrolrg the illtrstrations. Some
oI thenr rnay be found in Figs. 5, 6
antl 10, \l'ood f rame anrl stucco; 13 and
1.1, ri'oorl f ranre and partly stucco; 12,
rvoorl franre, shingle and stucco, and 21'
a1l shingle . Tlitse tlemonstraie thaf good
rlcsign rk.res r)ot del)enil on cost. In fact,
au attenri)t to classiiv ali of these ex-
:rml)les irr a gratled list according to their
artislic qrlalities, ii sucir a thing -rvere

Iro::ilrle. rrright resuit in putting some
r.rf tirc nrost costl-v ones near the bottom.
Ilut I do 11ot ptlrpose to criticise their
l)retellsions or their defects. Tlrey have
all bcen obtailed fron.r architects rviro
u'crc invited to contribute to this sym-
i;risiunr, and no conditions as to the
cost, material or style of house to be
rL'presented \\'ere imPosed, each architect
lrtring requested to make his orvn selec-
tion of representative \rork. It is im-
portant to note rhat no condition \l,as im-
poseci as to the "stvle" of architecture
desirerl. In fact, it is rather the desire
of this u,riter to ignore "styles,"
searcl.ring for more important qualities,
such as fitness of tl-re nraterials em-
ploverl. arlal,tahilitl to site arid careful
r \tctltt ot1.

lt has been gratiffing to discover that
in all those clLralities comprelrencled
untlt'r thc conventional term."art," these
iliustrations shol' a deciclerl advance
over thosc addrrced in October, 1915.
It is strongh- evirlent also that the
lrrairie spirit in architecture, so eanrestly
sorrght ior lrv Professor IIiiler, is real-
izr:rl in nrlnv of the exatnples, arrd that,
corrserlLrentlr', this spirit is to be regarderl
;rs an cvolution in architectur:11 ilesign
llricli can non'lru recilgnizecl. l'he sr.nr-

: ill-
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pathy rvith nature rvhich every architect
should have has been tangibly expres=ei
in numerous instances. The prairie
spirit is generally reflected in the buiio-
ings designed for a prairie enr.ironnren:.
llany of those which do not shorv it hate
been designed for places where the topog-
raphy and natural environment are not of
the prairie character. A special illus-
tration rvill be seen in the picturesque and
bcautiful house designed by Carl E. Ho*--
eii and J. W. Thomas, Jr., of Columbus.
Ohio, for B. R. Deming (Fig. 30.) This
is not a "prairie" house, according to the
arc.hitect's description, -from lvhich l
quote to shorv the measures taken to
secure adaptability to location:

"In cutting through Fairmont Boule-
r-ard, a 1ong, narrorv strip of ground rvas
left over. This strip is 600 feet long,
:*-elte feet rvide at the narrowest point,
and le$s than fifty feet wide ' at the
'ridest point. On one side is the brrsv
'Ln-ulevard and on the other are tl.re re-
mrains of an old stone quarry, rvhich has a

i;rook running through it. This brcok
has ser-eral sIrrall water falls. The
quarrv has been laid out in a naturalistic
wa1' by the adjoining neighbors. In rit-
signing this house, our idea rvas to place
ail the living rooms on the ralirre side.
rvith the service and least used rooms
next to the boule.,,ard. The stone use,l
in this house camc out of the excavation.''

. l -: :11f,t givc cvitittl,'t: 
'- 
f

:r: lr:ttr: llcett glttrt1,c,.1 to-
. :l ilcllcc L,I t-t'ftrtttce
- l{ irtcltt-ir,'. rt rr'ill

,, iire v alc ail irt r-lle

' .'lri- i: tl:trt1t :L .'-
- :. ::g uh:Lt lras irtierr s:iirl

. . : .liirovererl until aftcr
- -'-. ::. l'::t,l btetr etrgrai'etl

' 
:. ll io1lou', antl n'liiclr

:' - - - - 1rrLl:cs \\'itlt l)ic-
. ::l', thrcc at'c in

, . a- hil1 Statc, icnr

. : .l.iis,sottri, rolling
:
-i -' , , . nirrttirrglroli-

. : :-q(:li\'( ti
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scal)e art, irortit:u1ture, and arboricult.rre.
I{e perceived the inf'hrence of the prai:r.
o1r the cicsign oI many buildings, the
crection of u-hich had conre onder iris
illrs( rIatiorI, iirr,l lrc Ir(,l'e \\'itn('SS 1.\ i:.
tl'rorrgh it u'as, to all extent, outsicle o i
tlre 1,ttt'1,,r:e ()f 11is ptiLiiir'ation.

In :r11 probalrility, IIr. Drummonrl is
the onlv architect representc(l ill rn-\-

preserlt :rrticlc \\'ho 1r:rs intcntionalll'
a1lol'c11 1li,s rlcsign to'l,c irrf'lLrr:rrr.'r:ri Lv
the prairie spirit. 'lhe otircrs 1ra,, r: rlonc
so ttr.rcorrscir)11sl\., an(1 thlit is tlt,: besr
cvidence of its c,xtrrnsive iullueni:e.

Plcnt-r' of cvirlclrr'r: c:1ti i)rrl):tbi\,' be
foun<i to cotrtrot'('rt rvhat t haue said,
lu1(I 1 nray lrt: ',t'rrrng aiterr all.' The trLre
provincr: of tlrc critic I conceive to be ro
rts(:crt;rin facts, artrl t(r de(iuce f rom thr:nt
tlre unrielll,inr prirrcilrles that have bcen
the cau.-qe of tl:rir nranifestation. Such
a procc(lLlre generallr'leads to tire l;est
resuits. It cloes ltot establish a rule.
but ratlrer a precrdcnt that is worth re-
s 1)ect il I I.
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FIG. J. FIRST FLOOR PLAN-O\YN HOUSE AT
RIVER FOREST, ILL.

William Drurnmond, Architect.
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Jerqr Dcaabue, editor ol fhe,Beview,,for
rtncs-t {0 years from 1888,-uSed lo sa1, that
Cha:tes A Er-ing, Thgrd Ewing's lathcr. rvag

- i'. .1r\'rr (ri 1 -

his dat pro<iuced by Macorl cou4tl': [.
Iaiher Lhe sor-.v,,ith all due credit.to'6t
his dat pro<iuced by Macorl cou4tl': [.
Iaiher Lhe sor-.v,,ith all due credit to 6t

- ri,. .1i,,lr ili 1,:

tirs rcel of trIeccn county, . " .,. ;"i iili:' j;i:

, ilc. 'ilr.r .ilii:r: I

- : ,-.1 .lrrLt i;.'iiiir j -r"
. i:ii)Ulir_, .,.r:i

' - . ': ii :'r'" ii : r'r'ri

. *d.U er?€\'is Bo reward beypnd that ,pro'
I sided bF i.BFicvefient in pubile w€l,are. phe
j other rras tb,at ol the extraoralin+ry aggrega-

Thcrd grew ,, * *,er-wash'rofr the:
Cirjl irar. r"'her civies lr'as still a compelling'
trpic ald the prrnciple of repl'esentative gov:

"rrr*aot. 
an,l p3triotism in general, lvere part.

ol er-€ry -t-oungsters education, ' This period
pi::eheii cut by 1910 ai:d't*'as foilowed by.the
decaie. of liberalism and personal irrespon-
si'cir:ts q-hich seem. to have come to their
e.d in Pearl Halbor. Thord waq d patrioti
H;s rearing gave him the leeling of responsi-
bili:y not cniy to his country but also to his
c;=nu::::y, Ftlrlhermore, his . associatiop
l-c:r Lis bcyhood to his maturity ivith the.
el::e Gl L'rdultrial and commercial enteaprises.

1n Decat'J tocused. his feeling of'responsi-
biiir)- in Deearur as his home community-

A laFl'er for a rx'hile after he left college'
associateC rrith that fine and abie'gentleman,
1r;. C. Oufien. in ccurse Of tii-ne he becamq
a i:r::e: because of famity interests' Wheri
he ::o-i to tbe lan<i, he ihough,t of it'as
J,!o-.he: Earth, n'-hich hi- rostered and:'che!:
ished. He v.'ss an eariy advocate and prac-
titlL.r:er c-f the gospel of land renewal, w[ie\

-ie ncrr' gererally accepted by larmero .'but
rrhich before 1910 r,r'as fought bitterly by peo'
ple I ke Blron F. Sta]rnates of Ctinton. Stay-
i.',.'-.,.. rtr= elected to th; Ilii,iois Legislature on

the proposition that fertilizing gung21 Iliinois
corn land was a dalnna-ole heresy' .That land,
be asserted. aou-Id" Frbdu-cE a'o.rl at maximtlrfl
yields from then orr tiil king,tom come with-
out the artilicial restorati.oir gt phosphorus.
Thord rras one ol the pioneers in.challqnging
iaissez laire larming. What is now a highly
developed science $'as ir, hjs day tr:c,'ot experi-.
ment, and olten he paid in faimerof pplniqn
tire price oi depehding on expelimenkiti.on.

Estimate by JohnByrne
' Joh, ]L Byrne. former city editor oI 

I

The Rer-iew and later, secretary of.ihe_ |

*A.scciatiou of Commerce, was intimateiy .-i
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