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‘ o the Boar
T d of Directora, Decatur rFree Public Livbrary:

Herewith ig submitted the forty-

Tirst annual repo 2 41
e the eleven months port of the Library

ending April 30, 191s.
|
For the first time in its history the Library year will close
‘Mt of April instead of the last of May

with the

This change was made to conform

ith the end of the city year. The work of the year will be considerably

?:eduuad by cutting off one month.

Especially will this be noticed in the
iroulat ion statistics. The balance left over, as shown in the financial

jutement, will be more than usual for the same reason. This will be re-

heed by the payment for redecoration and furniture contracted for before

e year closed.

BRANCH LIBRARY,

The most important undertaking of the Library during the year was the
iestabliahment of its first branch library. The 1dea of extending the
lrery's usefulness to residents of outlying districts had long been con-
lered as & necessary move, but the Library Board had not felt financially
Wle o undertake the work until now. The school libraries reached the

°h!1dren, and incidentally their parents, but a real branch is intended for

Uts 2 much as for children. This ie only a beginning of what is hoped

“Ibe accomplished through extension. It is probable that deposit sta-

Hong Will be instituted during the coming year.
| The Branch is located in a beautiful front room on the first floor of

“ ngy Durfee school. Unfortunately the room was not equipped with shelves

* tng to open the library before the close of our year; consequently, no

" the
oy upen the use of the Branch can be given until next year, but

|
i ing them for
% op selecting the books, classlfying, cataloging, and preparing

I : 1s of adminis-
lrm”‘”"’-ml;. planning the arrangement of the room, the detal

‘ the
ratlen-’ etc. come properly in this year's work. Before beginning
spent two daye in at. Louis visiting branch

lku“ Dill, the cataloger, : e
reparin
ibrm“ and investigating methods at the main library ol prep g

2
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The alm of ¢

he Library suthorities has been to make the Branch a
oular 1ibrary, witn
o ’ Plenty of clean, wholesome fiction, as well as books

In selecting children's books,
» proportion of books for boys and girls about

|
rogt necessary reference books are included, such as oyclopedias, diction-

sies, @ book of quotations, year-books,

|

tmd exhaustive works the Branch patrons will have to depend upon the Main
Jrary.

4 information,
| care was taken to have

equal. A few of the

eto. For larger, more expensive

Their cards are good for drawing out books at both libraries.
| The books in the Branch library are all new and in good editions, and
;zhe 536 volumes are divided equally between adults and children. The
‘collection will be added to each month as is done at the Main library.
Elcleee watch will be kept on the needs and demands of the community, and
i:equeata from patrons of the Branch will be taken into consideration

}E;han meking up order lists of books.

Seven periodicals are subscribed for. They are: American magazine,
‘nd housekeeping, Independent, Ladies' home journal, Popular mechanics,

% Nicholas, and Saturday evening post.

CONTENTS _AND ACCESSIONS.

‘E The number of volumes in the Library June 1, 1915 was 35,650. The
Uiber of yolumes added during the year was 2,366, and 31 books were found
1'h1°h were missing previously, making a total of 2,287 volumes added. of

é‘hoae withdrawn, 689 were worn out or lost, while 80 were migsing in in-

rent“r?. the total losses being 769. There was a net gain of 1,518 volumes,

Hing the total number of volumes April 30, 1916, 37,168.

Among the noteworthy books may be mentioned:

Dyer & Martin- Edison: his life and inventions. 2v.

Enock- The tropics.

Firkine- Index to short stories. Skl e

ﬂ H Interpretations of liter pos, Wi i i

| Iea.rn«- History of England and the ;1teoture. .
Jnn;a- Byzantine and Romanesque arc |

K:cae:‘;?: Applied and eoonomigo‘gotany.

Leupp- Walks about Washington.

=
ggﬁfla— & Hgi‘zgre ggi%};bggséhe 5VS navy and their sponsors, 1797-1913.
cookﬁm Faucational history of Illinois.
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Jathewa- Woman cltizen?
o 8 library.
ﬁﬁ:i- gll;ea,t debates in Ameﬁga.n hi‘:gt‘:r 14
otographic history of th y. V.
joorehead- American € clvil war. 10v.

Indian
¥usical dblue book of Amerigafnlg?g-ggi;ed PREOR RN

Reader's guide to peri
gchauffler- Romantzinz A;gi:zi.literature, 1910-14.

gouth American year book and 4i
:
Towneend- New history of Method:ggory'aigls'
Tredgold- Mental deficiency. ' '
Pard- Grocer's encyclopedia.
¥illiams~ Life of Rutherford Birchard Hayes. 3avV.

_LOAN DEPARTMENT,

Registration.

The total number of cards in force at the beginning of the year was "
$#. The total registration for the year was 3,397. Of these, 1,399
e new borrowers,- 6236 being adult, 550 children at the Main library, and
i children at the Branch - these latter being registered and having cards
mpared for them in advance of the opening of the Branch. The number of
wis cancelled was 1,795, leaving the total number of cards in force 8,436.
lre were 109 non-resident cards purchased and 10 cards issued to transiente.
It was decided to disconiinue the use of the guarantor system for
ilts living inside the city limits, and whose names are glven in the city
Eﬂreetor_y. New zpplication forms were printed for the purpose and put

0 uge January 3. The plan was to give it a trial for several months,

Weo far i1t has proved satisfactory. It has been tested and adopted in

9 lbraries over the country,- some belng large ones.

_Circulation.

artment was
The mumber of books loaned for home use from the adult departm

"0, trom the children's room 32,054, and through the schools 4934, making

ot ¢irculation of 107,828. This is 540 less than the total circulation
! ion.
it lagt year, but the library year closing with April caused the reduct

ond
b e month more %the circulation would have gone several thousand bey

 year,

Te firgt of the year the loan desk was
e file of circulation rl

remodelled scmewhal by having

4 aced at the center of the
‘“EG sunken tray for th g
t in appearance and convenie .

© It ig an improvement both

b
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bPresentative and up-to-date books.

¥ valuable addlitions have been mé.de to the reference col-
wtion during the year.

:‘fo this end, man

Perhaps the most appreciated is the cumilated

phune of Reader's guide to periodical literature, 1910-14. As a key to

rna file of magazines, it is a most useful tool.

Weile there is always some research work being done, the busy season

wts through the school year, In the fall particularly, when both high

whood and university debaters wers zealously studying national defense,

I
e reference room was a most popular place. The study oclubs have all

Yoo given assistance on their programs, which include a diversity of sub-
;1aots, guch as citizenship, current events, modern history, art, contempo-
!:ary liferature, South America and Russia. The usual method of reserving
%tooks 8% the Library has been followed in all cases where it seemed to

:afford & laxger use of them. Reference lists were compiled for clubs and
ilﬂdividuala upon request, and lists were also prepared for special occasions,
:lﬁ 'Baby week" and the Shakespeare tercentennary. Questions of the ready

Werence type are often asked and there have been many telephone calls

" tnformation.

The number of volumes used in the library has been estimated at 10,008.

| READING _ROOM.

The reading room, as usual, has been well patronized.

i‘ There are on file 238 periodicels and newspapers; 156 of these are sub-
)
|

"bed for ana 73 donated. The new periodicals subscribed for were:

i American motherhood.
% gra_eder' g8 gazette. i
| samera, craft. |
| Journal of educational psychology. |
Uotor age. |
gohooi and society. |
omething-to-do.

W&ﬂungtgn (p.Cc.) evening star.
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SUNDAY OPENING.

ne reading

o Ogtober to May incluaive,

The Sunday use of 4

and reference fooms conitinues as usual

the number of visitors on these afternoons
: < < = 5
ing 3,936,  Students and others make considerable use of the reference

been open Sundays for a 1it4

o, Which has only tle over a year. The

14 cabalog is frequentiy consulted also.

CATALOG DEPARTMENT.

The past year in this department has been a very busy one for, in
jiition o the regular work, the Branch library had to be selected,

weified and cataloged; consequently, all of special detaill work of the

partment that could wait had to be pushed aside. It took the greater

ot of the winter months to do all of the work on the 538 Branch books,-
% cataloger and reference librarian giving 21l the time they could spare
e thelr regular work, and other members of the staff giving occasional
. The librarian, herself, accessioned the entire collection. So
h and every one felt a personal interest in the first branch.

The books in the Branch are classified and cataloged with just as
Wh oare as in the main library. There is a complete dictionary card
Malog, bringing out authors, subjects, titles, series, eto. very fully,
oh oontains 3,305 cards,- an average of silx cards to a book. This in-
Wies cards for an official author catalog at the main librery.  There
| 880 & cazd ghelf-list, arranged as are the books on the ghelfes.

Mere were 1,235 new books added in the Main library: 1,106 for adults
U139 for children. 3,415 cards were made for the main catalog, and
% for the children's catalog. 760 cards were made or revised in the re-
“Wogtng of new editions of replaced bocks, or in adding to series and

4,236 were printed
:r%rﬂnge cards, 0f the cards for the varlous catalogs, 4,

ten, making the
N from the Library of Congress, and 3,737 were typewritten,
h
W Wnber of cards added 7,973.

temporar
leny pamphlets are received on the European war for which P y

for im-
i filed in the reading room
u°€1ng is done, and the pamphlets

hh"“ use,

\
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~WITHDRAWING AND REPLACING
Ao,

The total numb
er of books sent to the bindery was 1,088; 270 were
. _ 2
Jlunes of periodicals ang 79g were books rebound

The ngmber of books mended Or relabelled was 1,813, and 768 were with

jusy DONg WOTR beyond repair, lost, or destroyed on account of contagiou
8

jases.  There were 502 books replaced. The questlon of replacing 2

wk requires, in many instances, some consideration: as to whether it is

w-of-date, and what later work would take its place; whether still in

gnt and 1f not, is it of sufficient importance to pick up second-hang:

b |
fadifferent edition is desired, which one of the many listed; whether
1l populer encugh (if fiction) to require more than one copy.

SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

|
The number of volumes in the school libraries has not increased, as

t lurfee school was dropped on account of having ite own Branch.
The 697 volumes in the school collection were divided among the
‘Iellowing schoolas: Roach, Oglesby, Riverside and Jackson street. This
1:"3 the first year a library was deposited in the Riverside school. The
E'“&l ¢irculation in the schools for the seven months from October to April

"
“4,924, an incresse of 1,680 over last year, which was one month longer.

EXHIBITIONS AND MEETINGS.

0 art exhibitions were held in the Library this year. Early in June

p Bekking, of the Fine arts department of the James Millikin university,

\
‘Ma‘n"hibition of the drawings and paintings of his pupils. November 15-21

| .
flmnﬁngs and etchings from the Chicago Art igts! Cuild were shown by
!h‘ G?u,nwa.ld. This was under the auepices of the Municipal Art Leaguse.

l[h .
L°°°11ege elub held ite meetings in the Library eeveral times

. IMPROVEMENTS .

The frame work on the outside of the building was painted in January.

%sooration of the walle on the main floor, also of the halls and two

u
N n in April.
g Yooms on the second f100T was begun 1
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~LIBRARY CONVENTIONS.

The librarian attendea the annual oconference of the American Library

mooiation held in Berkeley, California, June 3-9.

 The Illinois Library associstion meet ing,
|
piversity-of Illinois,

held November 3-5 at the
was attended by the librarian and cataloger through-
qf the entire time, and two members of the staff went over each day.

|
| LIBRARY VISITORS.

| The students and one instructor of the Library school of the University

2“ llinois were in Decatur February 7 on the annual tour of libraries,
meg from here to Springfield and St. Louis. The class was met at the
;mteru:cban station by members of the local staff and taken to Linn's tea
mn for lunch, coming then to the library. After being shown over the
iwilding and inspecting the books, catalogs, loan system, etc., the party
" taken to the High school and James Millikin university libraries.

| As has been customary for the past ten years, the Library cooperated
iih the University of Illinois Library school by agreeing to take one of
:tha senlors for a month of field work. Miss Alta Swigart was assigned to
|‘his library and came March 230, but on account of illness was obliged to

i up the work.

STAFF.

| iss Clara Hunt, children's librarian, attended the Library summer
0ol Chautaugua, N.Y., July 5-August 13. During her absence
Eﬂs‘ Norms, Lee Peck, of the University of I1linois Library school and who

| the children's
“Udone fie1d work here in March and April 1915, had charge of

luum.

‘ 88 Clara Chamb 1] became a Te€ lar member of the staff December 1,
| = amberdiall gu 2
i Hi -

's room, after passing the
““ﬂamnt at the loan desk and in the children

'ﬂtrm% examination and giving the three months! apprentice work. |

Uiga luey Henderson head of the loan department, Was appointed to have
_ H]

th noon and evening it is open.
U of tne purfee branch on the after
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This is the first time for some years

| that there have been no changes
‘on tne s¥aff by resignation.

Yrs. Evans read = paper on "Relation of the Library to the schools"

ufore the Mothers' club of the Durfee school January 14, and on April 7

w on "Children's reading" before the Ladies' Ald society of the Con—

s,ege,tional church. The same day Miess Hunt gave a paper on "Story-telling"

]bafors the Mothers® club of the Oakland school, and aleo told a few stories.

NEWSPAPERS.
Acknowledgement 1s due the newspapers of the city for their unfalling

pterest in the Library and their courtesy in printing good library news

ui lists of new books and special 1lists; also, for furnishing free copies

A thedz papers for both the reading room and binding.
i

|

Tith appreciation of the sontinued support and confidence of the
littary Board, and commendation of the staff for faithful and loyal service,
e report is respectfully submitted,

Librarian.
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Appendix.

Contents of Library,

(in@ 1, 1915~ books on hand eeeomaa .
----------------- 5,650
Additions: A
| Purghase énew) __________________
| X s T S o 1396
Donation ————mmee T e 503
Bindery =—mn-____ 17T 154
Books found (missing previous to May 31, 1915) et %i
LosBes & Total added ~~~—m-- 2287
orn out and withdrawn =———ememcmm e 642
Lost and pald fOr —~—eme e 13 b
Lost and not paid fOr ~—memmmccmem———— o - L
Destroyed on account of contagious disenses ———m——————- 29
Unaccounted for in inventory —————e—ommmm o 80
Total 1088 —-eemeas 762 —
il 80, 1916~ books on hand —e———m e e 2 5
‘ 37,168
|
| Accessions according to Classification.
‘No.vols.in Additions Withdrawals No.volg.in Per .
Lib'y June (new and (worn out Lib'y April cent L
l, 1915 renewal) and 30,1916
missing)
eral works 3667 1285 le 3775 10.16 il
logophy 500 28 3 525 1.43
i‘;eligion 1135 58 123 1181 18' }Jg
iniolop 3645 232 55 3833 ). 3 ‘
ology 125 7 3 130 .35
gl soience 1848 78 16 1910 5.14 B
"l arts 2226 113 18 2320  6.34 |
iy gpgg 1602 73 18 1657  4.46 |
tl 1937 60 34 1963  5.38 |
f;‘l“g!aph]r 2210 31 19 28(3'8’ 5. 2?
i}i!tgry 2748 a1 17 2422 6.5 |
}}utmn 9744 518 349 9913 36-2; | |
wien booka 183 1 - Lo 1.44 I |
;?&ngh : 536 53? 1.86 i
‘choﬂl o°1l. 697 158 164 €S o
h - & 37168
| & 35650 2294 776
i Division by Departmenis.
? 21010
i‘u?‘la‘ﬂ Ing vks. 204239 930 S?f,?, 5169
E\!te%renle bks 5086 316 23 2168
:%denoe bke 2113 Z'? 4315
Wy Dery a 187 3379
tyy Perdod, 411 ot 8 oe
Iy, 4008 3307 ol .
p0 158
eoll, 627
l 37168
4u 2294 776
35650
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June.
General works 17
Philosophy 64
Religion 52
Sociology 81
Philology 3
Natursl science 44
Useful arts 86
Fine arts 139
Literature 393
Travel 85
Biography 46
History 103
Fiction 4362
Foreign books 10
Magazines 316
Rental coll. 130
Total 57381
Days open 26
Daily average 230
Largest day 354
Smallest day 132

July.

7
73
66
103
4
60
98
108
338
71
51
87
4749
20
195
164

6063

36
333
484
136

Aug.

15
86
58
103

64
113
1086
a70

68

o8

64
4704
33
181
145

6056

26
333
490

83

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

1815-16
APPENDIX.
Circulation by Classes. (Adr
Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jar.,
15 16 16 13 283
97 06 8% 65 23
83 102 115 106 100
103 129 98 104 153
6 0 7 & 9
g6 73 88 70 81
104 130 146 173 168
137 202 156 129 166
312 434 497 438 4486
55 90 95 104 139
53 78 114 75 125
148 331 243 173 2333
4093 4388 4515 4153 5145 -
38 o4 25 27 33
204 256 308 379 265
137 154 153 112 109
5644 6383 6665 6014 7387
25 26 35 26 35
236 246 366 231 221
434 433 496 434 545
148 143 151 103 148

Total number of books issued during year 1915-1918

reo.

39
73
100
157

89
175
335
445
108
135
379

5340

28
185
119

7376

34
307
095
314

D Sy S S S — e D D Y D S e S e S0 SN S m— —

Marx. Apr.
33 18
98 69
90 70

159 168

6 £

108 80

160 133
18S 1823

437 405
o8 85
87 88
247 180

4957 4676
27 18
260 297
104 i 6

7043 6598
7 85
261 264
519 487
166 147

107,838

(Adult, juvenile and school)

Totals.

181
895
933
1354
45
843
1475
1730
4185
296
800
1978
50881
266
3746
1444

70850

381
_53

Per
cent.

.37
1.36
1.30
1.91

.06
1,18
3.08
.44
5.91

1.40
1.87
4.713
71.823
.38
3.88
3.04

Bookse
loaned
in
room

3593
70
335
651

340
338
389
o057
348
171
787
333

2878

0832

YL
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1815-16
APPENDIX.
Circulation by Classes (Juvenile)
Books
loaned
Per in
June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totale. cent. room
General works 33 26 16 4 8 8 7 b 7 8 16 28 170 «D3
Religion 14 26 31 25 28 49 35 48 53 44 42 394 1.33
Sociology 239 545 2823 238 289 387 301 363 349 349 295 3396 10,59
Philology 23 9 10 5 4 10 °) 7 8 e 8 101 38
Natural science 43 66 78 63 59 89 ] 97 108 108 6l 851 2.65
Useful arts 33 27 45 31 35 45 39 37 66 44 41 433 1.33
Fine arts 95 93 85 54 71 78 623 83 99 oF 66 877 2.74
Literature 205 189 198 138 313 R77 234 283 235 365 303 2438 7.8
Travel 56 63 59 40 43 . 53 65 128 116 135 o8 846 2.64
Biography 13 28 10 21 37 35 1) 50 73 51 41 374 137
History 58 56 47 53 47 91 69 94 108 118 74 807 3.58
Fiction 1821 2039 1879 1384 1703 1918 1821 2035 3153 2437 1968 31228 86.282
Magazines 14 &7 9 5 14 L4 14 17 21 15 6 148 .46
Total 2692 29064 8747 2051 2541 3057 2748 3047 3397 3673 3931 32054 86
Days open 26 26 26 25 26 25 26 25 24 37 25 281
Daily average 104 114 105 83 28 1228 105 130 142 1368 117 114
Largest day 140 143 164 137 150 194 315 2354 871 208 345
Smallest day 38 78 34 38 58 75 41 56 78 76 66




13

Religion
Sociology
Natural science
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History

Fiection

Total

Oct.

33
el

15
45

100
231

Nov.

1l
143
63
13
20
56
o3
33
33
362

835

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT,.

1915-16
APPENDIX,

Circulation by Classes

Dec,

13
127
57

85
47
57
15
49
400

799

Jan.

15
163
53
R6
16
54
e7
35
35
418

870

Feb.

13
145

20
23
56
05
31
48
389

873

(School)

Mar.

13
128
48
19
1t
43
66
20
45
339

7234

Apr.

7
110
35
12
15
44
53
12
25
290

603

Totals.

75
846
337
108
123
314
474
136
335

3388

4034




FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
1915-16

; To the Honorsbie Mayor and City Councii:
Imtlemﬂnt

| I her
| ewith submit the following report of the financial con-

tion of the Public Library for the eleven months ending April 30, 191s.

RECEIPTS.
n ePPTOFristion 811,200.00
+ balance on hand 1,438.00
' fines, damages and lost books 430,29
1 fees for non-residents 61.00
" rental collection 73.25
' other sources 41,76
(= ] 7V - $13,344.00
EXPENDITURES.
Ir salaries | 4,314.05
;' janitor service | 805.00
¥ books 1,9209.49
' periodicals ok ae
' bnding 655.89
) smupplies 314,74
' tepairs and improvements e
' light 248,96
g 354.80 |
' furniture e
] 7 247.50
| Dosté.ge, freight and express , e
| tiscellaneous o
I balance on hand il
S - nasbhl
9592008
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
1915-16,

I, Alice G. Evans, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the
]

g Public Library of Decatur, Illinois, do hereby certify that the
y:a

going statement of the condition ang statistics of the Library
[ur

true to the best of my knowledge ang belief,

it

Secretary, Library Board.

i 1916,
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of May
|

Notary Public.
1







18 Hogorji'rhi Ma,y'or
".d Commissionersg ~
an Decatur, Iil?he City Counecil,

pariams

tirculation, 30,837 in excess of that of the year éending May 31, 1915
] J

) last full year with which & Comparison can hbhe made; an increase of
i1 carde issued over the number of the same year; 1,689 new patrons
illed; & branch library, ending a year having loaned its 670 books

i times -- these are some of the accomplishments in the greatest year

i the public library ever has known. sl
lour board began the year with the fixed purpose of incs

mletion and taking the library to the "people, a purpose wi : —

N

uiy concurrence of the librarian and her staff, who indeed, _a peen

ud to delay plane for expansion owing to lack of funds. An appropri-
mof $16,000 made the accomplishment of this purpose possible, and
‘hoard submits that the generosity of your honorable body has been
ljustified in ite results.

lethods make almost as interesting a chapter as achievements.

"1y week, to the success of which your honorable body co-operated so
“ily, surpassed all expectations. The results in stimulating interest
‘lmediate and have been lasting. The means by which the Durfee branch
‘Malized in ite particular community, though flying in the face of
“Iton and conservatism, were effective., The deposit station, another

“tnent in ex'pa.nsion, has been less successful, but has justified the

“ad 5111 not be allowed to fail.

r hoard has been happy to assist with suggestions and what work

| i 8
g contribute, but the credit for the library*s fine record belong

ly as
E Ubrarian and her associates. They have labored as tirelessly a

| and
Hlare effect ively, sacrificing their leisure during the stress
3

| help and by the
e Lucicst season, hendiocspped by lmsufficlent Res

their con-
\ 14 be too great for
" o gtaff members. No pralse cou

Y _
Hoyg devotion.

iy
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qpolosing may we call the attention to the fact thag despite {

the library closeg its year as usual with a

,.;e&“d expenditures,
4008 balance on hand. |

jith thanks for the continued interest of your honorable body,
g 10 remain,

Sincerely yours,

e e E R e D e b b e ———
D D SR e D e D VD TSy, T D oy D D gy D S . D W WD T D ——
— e e T D iy et D Ty D S TS D D iyt s S D T T )
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LIBRARIAN'S REPOR
1918-17, ,T‘

g and events is always made, but because of pressure of current

ﬁﬂﬂ lack of help, this cannot always be done. By a very special

8 large order of the latest and best publications on gardening and

sed subjects was placed in circulation the first of March, and these
pbeen mich appreciated.

lmong the noteworthy books added are the following:

Backert- A B C of iron and steel.

Baker- Guide to historical fiction.

Beveridge- Life of John Marshall. 2V.

Burbank- Luther Burbank, his methods and discoveries. 13v.
fottman- Centennial history and handbook of Indiana.

(yelopedia of applied electricity. T

Oyclopedia of automobile engineering. Sv.

Incyclopedia of Sunday schools and religious education. 3v.
Godinez- Display window lighting and the city beautiful.
Hastings~ Encyclopaedia of religiom and ethics. 8v.
Jelliffe & Latimer- Appleton's medical dictionary.

Kelly- Cyclopedisa of American medical blography. av.
dadigan- Biographical index to American public men.
iiller- What England can teach us about gardening.

Hodern business., 123v.
Modern shop practice. év.

lunsell- Index to American genealogies, and Supplement.
0lcott~ Life of William McKinley. 23v.

Osborn- Men of the old stone age.

Poor's manual of public utilities, 1816.

Ridgway- Color standards and color nomenclature.

Shakespeare- Sonnets. (Variorum ed.)
Singleton- World's great events.  1O0v.

Tappan~ World's story.  1l4v.
Th?»?:?- Life and letters of John Hay. av. o
Wier- Tdeal home music library, and Guide. A

L DEPARTMENT.
Regiatra.’c;on.

Branch
v agulte “cnild. Amis. Cnild. Total.
1 foroe April 30, 1916 5,770 2,544 X. lag" 8,437
e registered 1,783 822 ’ y 3? 989
h 'ty cs.rd cancelled 1,336 652 = 244 1’ 689
i newiy zogissored e aal g5 431 9,450
Yy o Newly reg 6,236 3,708

"I force April 30, 1917

3
S
Ik}-r. e
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LIBRARIAN'S REP
1916-17. -

°

a8 80 inoreass of
pr 1,014 cards issued over last yearx,

and of 1,516
o the mumber issued two years ago. ¢

Of the 3,003 persons registering,

,W‘-“ never had cards before. 161 cards were purchased by non-

ot snd 8ix caxrds were issued %o transients.

Circulation,

—==2oBuation. |
Me total circulation was 139,195. This is an increase of 31,367
gihet of 1916, but as last year's report was for only eleven months,
gg to the ending of the library year with the city year, it would
phetter to compare with the report of two years ago, which shows that
it oxe books were circulated thie year than for the year ending

i, 1915. This ie an increase of 28.44 per cent. The per capita
mlstion is 3.04, At the Main library there were 135,475 books

wl,- 88,989 from the adult department and 36,486 from the children's
2, The Library was open 306 days. The largest day's ciroulation
1,108 on Feb. 10, and the smallest 176 on Sept. 27. The banner

Wi 988 Mereh when 14,2359 books were loaned, and July shows fhe smallest
e, 8,084, The Library was closed at six o'clock during August,

Y to the excessive heat. The Durfee branch in ite first year

lated 7,535 books, the school 1ibraries 5,646, and the deposit station

b The latter hae been in operation only five months.

The large increase in circulation is due %o three causes: opening of

_L ¥
‘Bangh ang the deposit station; advertising, - especially "Libraxy Week";

e Permitting of eix books on an adult borrower's card at one time.

ulnmme was begun Iin November and met with instant favor from most

take two books of fiction only, ©
nemaelves of the full privilege

r the two current

.
W28, ang while many
of six

h'mn,, others gladly avall © .
m“ non-fiction. gince increasing t+he number of books that may b€
as there is not sufficient

“I, ﬂ‘. loan degk has almost become outkgrown,

nor for the £ile of cardse in the

\'to; receiving and 10aning books,
% en has necessarily been

alower because of the

1130, the service giV

E :

y

o

e

A--;: L[
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Wg books handleq for each cardholder

Before the busy season of
ﬁf"” plans mugt pe made for : ‘

& second Charging desk.

T the counter,

many books ﬁere sent by
P pet $0 non-resigent borrowers,

Several volumes in
desn braille were loaned to us by the Illinois school for the blind

juksonville. In its turn the Library loaned g number of books %0

jwring libraries in the state,

lisplays of books are kept in small cases on tables near the loan
it tempt the borrower to read something he might not take the trouble

id in the stacks. The books displayed included the following
bili T}

Biography.

Demestic scononmy.

Irama, including periédicals and Drama league pamphlets.
Economics.,

Iuropean war.,

fardening and allied subjects, including seed catalogs.
lechanic trades.

Travel,

"LIBRARY WEEK",
'-fmugh the observance of "Library Week", Dec. 4-9, a mcst successful
m‘ﬁj Campaign was conducted. The object was to make people better

%n #ith the resources of the Library, and so to render a greater

Mog 4,
%14 the community. e
. " e s
Tl all efforts were centered on the six days known as "Library

| ess of
M"mﬂﬂuy to do some preliminary advertising. The willingn

I the announcements
hﬂ' " gratifying, and
¥ bapers to give space was most gratiiying,

i the
H‘ltime to time, ae well as the daily articles appearing during

gy -
: r lanse.
. 8ttention to our p Castories, hotele; GSiTNAD stations:

\

ﬁi’hra were placed in stores, _—_—
o tion of the art classes of the Hig
“%  The coopera

“'H-‘I.‘l"l_‘.q. BV Dy
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sone eéxceptional 1 00
”Q l.ﬂd P ¥ good Posters were made by them
)
{f
“m phrase about the Li'bra:‘y and a mention of "Library Week". | ;

{eularly lerge | !
wtieulerly €€ &nd attractive ones were placed in front of the

mpd others were dietributed about the ecity,
hed peen printed,

-
each with ; : {g

together with those

A most striking roster was displayed by the
M@;ting Service on their large bill-board.

geveral thousand inserte were printed and enclosed in the monthly
juatp of the Decatur Rallwey and Light company, Linn & Scruggs
(hode and Carpet company, and Stewart Dry Coods company. People were g
susinded of the Library by a pertinent sentence or two on the water
miﬁﬁe. Letters were written to teachers and clubs, and ministers
ulﬁd t0 meke an announcement from the pulpit the Sunday before
ary Neek"®.

ﬁi'this "movie age" such an important channel for publicity as the
g pivture theatre could not be overlooked, and six different houses
ilides for the Library during the week. {1
Men the books were allowed to speak for themselves and speclal N
ligs were shown in store windows. This proved a very successful bit |
‘!ﬁ’é’iling. Bookes and pesters on various subjects were displayed in -
idoys of the following firms: Morehouse & Wells company, |
g Bssick, People's Furniture company, and the Parlor Meat market. :
% mek for the outside agencies used %o interest the public in thelr |
‘W; Since the ides back of all the advertising was to bring people
h’@%#y, there had to be sttractions inside the building. The

: n |
Wogar d proved to be the exhibit of old and rare books, held i

appeal 11 ]
lmﬂ' vagant rooms on the gecond floor. In response 0 an &p 1

mgh % 00 the people of | i
Hhagygy : v pooks were loaned by | ]
t" he newspapers, © er 3

Yo

“&mv that, but came ¥

had never been 1ibrary patrons sent books, | .
‘84 yiginigy, Many WhO % % "

3. ;
o 8€60 what others had sent as wel I

as necessary %0
Mﬂd volumes required considerable time, a8 it w

Wy er
;%-’%-13 catalog of them a8 khey ¥ and the
o : shor aud §itle, deve of pumiicatioh
& card giving the au

. 1
{1
A
s
‘i
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’:g-%ne rerson by whom 14 was loaned

m‘i;gl of the time.

| Some one was in charge of the
During every afternoon ang eve

’mu with visitors, ang all seemeqd surprised and p
Wung collection of olg books shown
! .ﬁ-:mntra.at wWith these,

ol Luther Burbank set, .

- | books on the war, good bilographies, practical
%wth while fiction including the best

:‘muting new books along all lines. The principal exhibit of

mﬂ; books was in a glase case in the upper corridor,

editions of standard novels,

This con-

plof books in fine, as well ag inexpensive, editions which would be

!n selecting Christmas books for children. Here were classics,
;ﬁﬂlich should be in every child's library and also recent publica~-

: n&n.t seemed worth while. These books are to be kept =8 a permunent
hma oollection for the use of parents and teachers throughout the
ﬂ,ﬁi more particularly at the holiday season.

ﬁtha evening of Dec. 6th Mr. George B. Utley of Chicago, secoretary
‘B%lrtcan Library association, delivered an address in the children's
Fr;?@i was most fortunate that Mr. Utley could be secured for this

"%w - His subject was "The Library and the 'Community". In addition
gui@iaey'e addrese, there was a brief talk by Mayor Dinneen on what
’%y means to the city of Decatur, and a few remarks by Mr. Hardy,
“ﬁ;ﬁ of the Library Board, who introduced the speaker of the evening.

;,.-,‘ ' on Friday Mre. Charles Bachman and Miss Hunt, the children's

W, 401d stories to the older children, and Miss Mary Fox and

'C:“f-’fmnay ehtertained the little tots Saturday. There was &lso

an-Vocalian which had been loaned

>
e

M msic on the Victrola and Aeoll
- a splendid attendance for both story-hours, it

'y, There was
east room on the

on the firest afternoon to use the south
:;T,:; in addition to the children's room.
effort was made to have the building attractive for the week,
ity #1110

80 flowers were used in abundance,

friends of the Library.

many of which were loaned by

1 or sent bY

il }
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embers of © v
1o B he stafs tried to meet visitors and show the
m
ﬂ’” yere given cards on which wee printed i

i+ Take out ;
ﬁﬁﬁ & card today", and ses a consequence, many new

N gere registered during the week.

"Your Library exiets to

Little folders on the use of
jiuaty were distributed freely, os were book-marks having lists of

j hotD for adults and children, and pamphlets- "Books boys like beat"
fodke for Christmas for the children”.

s firet "Library Week" was & real pleasure to those having it in
i that everyone that was asked to render any assistance gave such
ij tesponee. Most of the advertising was done at very little or no
46 to the Library, owing to the splendid cooperation of the business

m 8chools, newspapers and townspeople generally.

READING ROOM.
e reading room was always well patronized, but especially so of
ligs and Sunday afternoons. The Sunday attendance was 1,898,-
lmen, 588 women and 323 children.
W pericaicals were received, of which 73 were donated and 171

uied for, New periodicals added were:

Art and archaeology. Metropolitan magazine.
Drama league mont%{y. Mot ion picture magazine.
Inglish journal. vusical quarterly.

Garden magazine. National municipal review.

3 zd. ropular astronomy.
g::zdp?g'gigzgfwnimm MRS Quzrterly journai of public speaking.

Industrial arts magazine. Sunset.

A ,Unpopular review.
%::g&;zgmagazine on bome Wullding Woga.n'e journal.

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT.

t
B aotyal recorda of the pumber ©F quest ions 100ked up has been kept,

a in no gense show the wvalue and

W‘ Xealized that such statietlc

The total mumber of books used in

Uy
'0f the 1 department.
‘¥ the reference pa 11,937. A1l indicat ions

{ |
| ted at
b;uy during the year 1° estima "
“ ference resource

$a steady growth in sne use of the refe i
ave been prought to the Library

|"“-""‘v of thie should be done, and in &
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gl way, for stud
| ‘“, > ents in the Junior hilgh school and those in the
Ma.laaa of the High school.

It would be to the mut
‘ ual benefis
;ﬂn’ and the Library. it of

pibliographles have besen Preépared along many lines and, as usual
?

Mm"“" has been given students and oclub members. Some requests

» gonsiderable
it €0 research, while others, as the hundreds of questions
ig OVeT the telephone on spelling, promanciation, population, the

yes of & publisher, etc., can be answered at once. The following

iio typical of the many things people want to know:

forn shrinkage by the month.
Jevelopment of mmeic printing.
Duncan style of furniture,
Military map drawing.

ferman pension system.

fare of goldfish.

Receipts for wood stains.

Way loans.

e reference department now containe 2,330 books, 4,452 bound

mines and newspapers, and 3,357 public documents.

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT,
fhe younger patrons of the Library have done their share towards
l‘“‘!'ﬁhia a banner year, the cireulation in the children's department
?‘3*3:-‘586, a 31.13 per cent increase over the circulation for 1914-15.
%Mﬁﬁses’s day, Mareh 3rd, 328 books were ilssued. Not only are more
n‘“ﬁ&an out, but more children are being served. There are now 3,708

'tm' registered in this jepartment, a gain of 164 over the number

iﬂ the last report.

01 books were added during the year, making a total of 5,183

‘. i
We books, The reference collection for the use of older people in

the
lt!ﬁ@iaa of children's vooks has been & most valuable addition %o

3‘-’5- "§hat book shall I DUy for my chil

r@’ books, carefully gelected as théy are,
o call attention to the 8

birde and various subjects have

4ai" is a question often asked

will offer many suggest ions.

pecial days, and
| gtffort has been made T

mlwtiom of bookse on biography,

Anticipating the call for garden books,

'ﬁ’m"‘yﬂd from time tO time.
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qoellent new onesg v .
o8¢ . Yore ordered ang shown, together with an attractive

| ‘ ® room any afternoon afier
,.oim‘” to realize what 14 means 40 the

children of Decatur Duri
o £ ‘ ng
,,;!’ﬁ!h tlimea, the services of anp extra assistant are necessary i

N” the work. Even then,

ﬂﬂw help to the children,
jie end teachers.

n order
it is not always possible to give enough

Much assistance has also been given to

CATALOG DEPARTMENT .
g}i mumber of new books added was

1,834 and 192 replagsments were in
@mm, making the total number of books cataloged 3,018. To the

M‘Pa 077 eards were added,- 3,925 be*ng printed cards from the
mﬂf Congress. Of the cards added, 6,691 were to the main oatalog,
Ifo the ohildren's catalog, and 627 to the Branch.

#Kmy hundreds of pamphlets are on hand to be cataloged; the slip liet
'lhjam headinge is not yet completed; and much revision and analytical
M&% gets remains to be done. The pressure of work in other depart-
“N the lack of sufficient help keeps the work of the catalog
M'!M in arrears.
| m gabinets were added for the shelf 1ist and children's catalog,
}‘lmiﬂng the congested condition of the trays.

‘w _WITHDRAFALS REPLACEMENTS

ﬁa fotal mumber of books withdrawn was 1,783, which inoludes the 86

h‘h inventory. Those worn out were 1,697, which is a larger

—t

nwsual., A epecial effort was made %o clean up the shelves and

5'},’»@%&3 not only Phygwany unfit to circulate because worn out

" ]
point of rebinding OF mending, but also to remove many ant iques

| b8en agquired in the early days of the Library by gift or other-
-' ihtuh haye now no value and nave long ceased to intereat, being

.:—.."'takara. The chief withdrawals of thies kind were fioti:n :,:d

"8 booxs, put some were in the classes, such as obsolete books

Care was taken not %O withdra.w books of

~ M dngugtrial arts.
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M,.ded on the same or other subjects is getting rid of so much dead
e .

ol keeping a live collection on hand. The average author has hi
as his

i the ordinary run of fietion an
fn e d after a few years is seldom called

‘ not,to be r
60 does A eplaced, but well-known authors are always represented

L ghelves by some of their titles, at least, and often several coples

quanent favorites.

It is being found difficult’ to replace standard authorities along

(lnes, as books are out-of-print and not easily secured.

BINDING AND MENDING.

Periodicals sent t0 the bindery to be newly bound numbered 225 and
Wt be rebound 1,613, making a total of 1,838 wvolumes bound.
fhe number of books mended in the Library was 1,444.

DURFEE BRANCH.
Te Branch library opened May 3rd in a room in the Durfee school,

183 books on the shelves and seven magazines currently received.

el opening was on the evening of May 13th when there was a program

e wditorium of the school, which wae attended by about 500 persons.
"mlng part were Mr. Engleman, superintendent of gschools, Mre. Eyman,

Y fuperintendent of schools and former principal of the Durfee school,
Wlel1ang, president of the Library Board, and Mre. Evans, the librarian.

% vepe also songe by groups from the Mothers' club and by various

""let children, and a reading by Miss Mitchell, one of the teachers.

g £ the Durfee
"‘Hng was presided over by Mrs. Record, president ©

wed in the corridors with Miss M
The library

club cGreaham,
 Club, A reception follo
g hostesses.
J b ipal, and the teachers of the building ae

hog by a bouquet of
e attractive DY

-'“-Mrae, open for jnespection and Was mad.

Mty ' club.

l!u toges presented DY the Mothers g s e St

ol lar and ha

| Py the beginning the Branch has been POPu

being &
3 he Durfee puilding,
9“ 1“‘1‘&1‘? in that vieinlty, and ¥

good place in which toO have made the start. |
8 &

* Center, seem
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]
w, the chlldren were the chief patrons and it was feared that the

though
p ?”pla ght the library only a school affair, so the library

mitiea decided to advertise. Plagcards calling attention to the

M“m placed in stores and factories in that part of the city.
el gtress was placed on the fact that the library wae free, that it
|t gll the people young and old, and that there were books and

Eul‘nol on subjects to suit everyone. The location of the library and

 Jouzs it was open were also stated. In addition handbills giving

,,aeh‘iled information were distributed to each house in the neighbor-
4 These efforts resulted in bringing many grown people to the
ey who became borrowers.
. Mt first the llbrary was open one afternoon and one evening a week,
ifith the organization of a night echool in the Durfee building in
mu&r, it was decided to keep the library open on the twc evenings
ool was in session, and many of the men and women attending the
ute vieited the library and became cardholders.

here are more cardholders and a larger circulation at the Branch
fmw.rﬂon to the population served and the number of volumes contained
hlﬁ' the Main library. The total number of cards issued there was 518,
mﬁ 890 books circulated 7,535 times, while the Main library with nearly
"m‘mil. has only 8,934 cardholders and a circulation of 135,4765. Each
\k“ the Branch wae loaned 11.34 times, while at the Main library the
t“@f times to & book was only 3.41. A11 of which points to the fact
"% do the most good, the library sust be carried to the people in the
hnﬂ“ 'QOﬁions of the city by means of branches and deposit stations.

b #ill not be very long until the Branch has outgrown the room,-

rowded
“Mf room perhaps, bub seating capaclty. 14 is now often t00 ¢

ding.
%u““ with every chair and table in use and many people standing

J 4111 be the next step.
i%‘" of & larger room OF & Branch building

) e of
! i Henderson of the loan desk at the da:!.n library, had charg
]

taff
lm‘qh""l'*‘éil Jenuary and since then Miss Brand, of the library staill,

%—Mting librarian.

o
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SCHOOL _LIBRARIES

0.
pere are 746 volumes in the school collection

4 In October these
o fere divided among the following schools:

Roach, Oglesby, Riverside

i wkson street, and deposited for the school year Later the Dennis

i soked for a school 1library and the request was granted, but as there
J 1ok Hme to order’ and prepare the books in the usual way, a library
wmls. was collected from the children's room and loaned for the rest

e year.  Next year more books will be added to the school collection.
fe total circulation of the books in the schools since the last

ai¥as 5,646,~ an increase of 722 over last year.

_DEPOSIT STATION.

= Mepoait station was opened in the Miller Drug store, at the corner
il.,i_illiam St. and East Ave., in December. A case was filled with 100
s for adults. An effort was made to have popular boocks,- mostly

im but including some non-fiction. No children's boocks have been

i becauss the children in that neighborhood are provided for by the

_M library at the Roach school. The station is kept open two evenings
""'i-!‘ith a library attendant in charge. For a time patronage was good,
‘w the oirculation has fallen off somewhatb. The total number of books
“-ﬂﬁring the five months was 53°. Unless more interest 18 shown

MU@-‘GR mey be closed and one tried out in some other part of town.

| EXHIBITIONS "AND MEETINGS.
| ﬁt Municipal art league held three exhibitions in the Library during

T, The first was a loan exhibition of the work of local artisis,

3 . : ¢ work
?lml‘?- This ineluded painting, grawing, china painting, zas 3

! "?W and needlework There was an exhibition of paintings Dby

lr
h3"«'!*% Feb. 12-24. Drawinge and paint

ings by Robert Riggs, -

‘ April.
L.@ boy now an art atudent in New York, were exhibited in AP

a by the
\‘%‘!’b was shown and & reception was given for Mr. Rigge by

Y _
| m 1$ague Be evening. on April 16th

1 rugs
+ Bo an Armenian, gave & 4alk on orienta g
s Bozyan, ;

?ld many beaut iful rugse.
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me Macon county hi
The 4 storical society was organized in the Library
5t with about twelve persons present .

the walls 0of the reading and reference rooms, the delivery room,
and two south rooms upetairé were all redecorated and the woodwork
4 dovm. Considerable repairing was done on the roof

The east
jence room Was fitted out with new tables and chairs.

LIBRARY CONVENTIOHNS.

me librarian attended the anmual conference of the American Library
wlation at Asbury Park in June, the meeting of the Illinois Library
wistion at Ottawa in October, and the mid-winter gathering of the

I A Oouncil and other library commitiees in Chicago the last of December.

STAFF,

Hes Clara Chamberlain resigned in August to enter Smith college on
7*%3. Miss Bernice Brand took the apprentice course, and was given
:"m‘!ip-t. plage on the gataff in September, as aasistant at the loan desk
“h'i'h children's room, and later having charge of the Branch library.
“'ﬂhra Lefever accepted a position on the staff in November, ae
Haat at the loan desk end in charge of the periodicals.
hh" Henderson who had been at the head of the losn department for
w““h and in charge of the Branch from 1ts opening, was obliged
m"“P her work the first of the year owing %o illness. Mies Henderson's

ious
lnmﬁn was received with regret, as she wa.s a faithful, conscient

| by her pleasant,
"4 104 made many friends st bOLR gk for a couple

d as page for 2
mlng LA e— Talter Henry, who had serve

his place was
M‘ Tesigned in December to mMOVe 4o California and p

h'nnoth Butt.
r from the Library achool of the

&“ v io
ivian Colgrove, & 8€D
: : nth's practical 14ibrary work in

‘ﬁh az Illinois, was here for & WO

N

eat ith the
dpr1 Thi skee twelve years we have cooperated W
_," J ~ 8 m

or field work, and it still seens to

ihegl by taking & gtudent £
.-?,‘_7 satisfactory.
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Macon county hi
e " storical society was organized in the Librar
l!mh’ with about twelve persons present. >

REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS.

v

wo south 3 ‘
wmﬁ‘h Tooms upstairs were all redecorated and the woodwork
yidown. Considerable repairing wae done on the roof The east

jence room was fitted out with new tables and chairs

LIBRARY CONVENTIONS.
Te librarian attended the annmual conference of the American Library
plabion at Asbury Park in June, the meeting of the Illinois Library
wigkion at Ottawa in October, and the mid-winter gathering of the

Lk Council and other library committees in Chicago the last of December.

STAFF,

I;as- Olera Chamberlain resigned in August to enter Smith college on
immlng, Miss Bernice Brand took the apprentice course, and was given
plar plage on the staff in September, as assistant at the loan desk
lathe ohildren's room, and later having charge of the Branch library.
?“ﬂlm Lefever accepted a position on the staff in November, ae
etk ot the loan desk end in charge of the periodicals. -
h"ﬂ‘! Henderson who had been at the head of the loan department for |
L years, and in charge of the Branch from its opening, was obliged |
Miss Henderson's

Iege
mw her work the first of the year owing %o illness.

[
W“ﬂ was received with regret, as ghe waa a faithful, cons
both 1ibra.riea by her pleasant,

cientious

%m hed made meny friends ot
mhﬁ manner. Walter Henry, wh

o had served as page for a couple

7‘1&;1 Tesigned in Decerber to move to California and his place was |

l“'nnoth Butt.
or from the Library gchool of the

k, tas Vivian Colgrove, a seni
onth's pract jecal library work in

M}; of Illinoies, was here for & m

! ooperated with the .%
miil?l'!.l This makes twelve years we have COOP :

and it gtill seens to

| .gmm"’l by taking & agtudent for f£ield work,

7 satisfactory.
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tgs Dill gave
yiss g % Paper on the "Work of the Decatur publie library®

e the students of the Summer library school at the University of

e 18 July.  She also gave a talk on "How to use the Public library"

in Jenuary.
Jise Love gave a talk on "Reading for busy girls®

P the Woman's clubd at the general meeting

at the vesper
Hﬂ“’ at the Y- Wo c- Ac ,DEQ. 31'(3..

NEWSPAPERS.

e e e g

learty thanks are due the newspapers for their courtesy in publishing

aliets and library news, also for furnishing free copies of their

as for binding.

It is & pleasure t0 acknowledge the faithful support of the staff
iihe ever helpful advice and cooperation of the Library Board.

Regpectfully submitted,

Librarian.
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APPENDIX.

Contents of Library,

g 1916- bOOks on hand —eeeemme—ee o ____
A i 37,168
jgditions:
Purchase %new) _____________ _

2 ZBHOWAL] v DT g A 1503
e R R R AT 899
R it 171
Books found (previocusly missing) mmmm—————ooooooooo oo 1%

Losses: Total added ————- 3736
BEEEUE 850 WATHATANN e oo o a— 1661
BEEEERGE. DALA FOF escama—immms i sa st b o 15
PR ROTE DRLA TOFY i arones oty i e i st st 13
DBStroyed on account of conta,gioug AABDRBBE  oreosionsnion s 9
Unaccounted for in inventory —e———eeeommmmc e 86

Total 1088 ~ec—ecmm——- - 1783
130, 1917- Dbooks on hand =m——mmem—c—mmeme— e e 38 . 131
Accessions according to Classification.
No.vole.in Additions Withdrawals No.vols.in Per
Liv'y May (new and (worn out Lib'y April cent
1,1916 renewal) and 30,1917
missing)
aral works 3786 107 18 3874 10,16
Ulogophy 537 20 7 540  1.43
Uiglon 1205 51 24 12323 3.23
tlology 3950 285 112 41233 10.83

hilolggy 131 2 2 131 . 34

‘sl goience 3011 110 59 2062  5.41

‘il artg 2378 258 59 2577  6.76

 art 1693 154 57 1790 4.70

‘trature 4005 233 108 4120 10.81

el 2101 115 64 2153 5°§§

F‘Wl‘phy 2286 05 43 2339 6. 4

Mory 2484 161 70 2575 6.75

Hop 10429 1151 1153 10425 27. 27

"en books 182 4 7 A% ;

) 37168 2736 1783 381231

, Divislon by Departmenis.

y 21466

{3 ¥0g bks. 21010 1484 e 5193

e M'® bks, 5169 6 31 3230

Witi0e bkg 2168 93 R 4459

: 144 0

iy Perdod. 4315 : 3 3357

Iy G0ce, 3279 8 14 870
: 536 148 150 746
ol g 305

S 691 i

iy 2736 1783 38

37168




LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

1916-17
APPENDIX.
Circulation by Classes. (Adult) Books
loaned
Per in
May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals. cent. Toom
General works 19 8 8 10 11 S 23 26 12 1823 .20 3187
Philosophy 44 62 73 67 81 66 69 80 121 1%? ég 32 937 1.04 101
Religion 78 61 50 61 60 83 110 162 135 133 151 119 1203 108 263
Sociology 190 89 80 88 108 163 190 165 195 208 207 191 1873 8:11 573
Philology 2 2 3 3 6 e i B 1 8 4 8 3 57 .06 10
Natural science 81 77 60 40 5l 101 93 168 305 138 130 66 1310 1.36 599
Useful arts 120 100 85 83 131 1486 159 181 383 359 266 258 2071 3.33 478
Fine arts 142 120 71 20 134 154 178 161 336 314 280 2323 2103 3.36 418
Literature L4 291 290 275 388 453 480 535 657 594 845 485 5461 6.14 882
Travel 160 75 68 Bl 81 i 8 o7 130 178 171 189 135 1436 1.61 320
Biography 171 71 45 33 44 o8 120 140 183 173 137 127 1335 1.50 248
© History 230 i 6 89 78 1928 306 287 77 370 305 395 277 2917 3.38 817
Fiction 4011 4246 4254 4434 4436 4434 5041 5353 6937 6883 7137 5723 83949 70.74 2334
Foreign books 20 17 14 a2l 33 18 28 43 47 46 38 37 340 .38 32
Magazines 236 245 133 194 833 243 835 233 205 178 194 189 3429 23.81 3773
Rental coll. 178 21l 180 243 240 215 213 193 198 143 317 187 2427 8.73
Total 6126 5786 8bl13 5771 61523 6599 7388 7837 9976 9671 10083 8163 88989 11810
Days open 26 26 25 27 25 26 85 35 26 33 - 37 85 306
Daily average 236 228 221 214 246 256 293 313 384 430 374 327 391

Largest day 431 411 363 405 429 581 575 581 777 795 678 605
Smallest day 185 114 131 106 137 153 170 187 310 230 363 315

Total number of books jesued during year 1916-1917 ——————=———————=— 139,195 (Main library, branch, school and station)

g .
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1216-17
APPENDIX.
Circulation by Classes. (Juvenile)
Books
loaned
Per in
May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oot. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals. cent. Toom
General works 15 19 13 3 10 24 14 7 13 31 31 18 186 .51
Philosophy 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0l
Religion 41 24 38 34 13 37 47 54 36 36 54 38 431 1.18
Sociology 246 334 264 329 193 398 330 316 356 303 380 317 36836 9.94
Philology 10 5 4 8 1 3 d 11 10 8 11 5 8l .33
Natural science 58 57 39 54 43 75 84 79 93 100 133 03 898 3.46
Useful arts 37 31 24 35 36 48 50 49 82 59 88 66 565 1,55
Fine arts 49 61 81 71 71 91 101 108 104 95 135 85 1033  3.83
Literature 198 175 122 151 94 134 367 378 303 360 336 330 3538  6.96
Travel 95 48 37 44 33 55 68 88 o8 101 138 88 891 8.44
Biography 30 24 34 17 10 44 42 53 93 69 69 58 538 1.485
History 61 49 50 60 33 73 84 94 95 131 124 104 047 2.60
Fiction 1717 1924 1864 3089 1443 1668 1977 3036 3571 3383 2673 3350 24573 67.35
Magazines 4 11 31 15 13 14 10 4 35 36 25 17 184 .50
Total 2551 3758 28551 3867 1979 3566 3081 3178 3855 3561 4176 3369 36486 137
Daye open 26 26 35 37 25 26 35 25 26 33 37 25 306
Daily average 98 106 103 106 79 08 183 123 148 155 154 135 119
Largest day 180 147 154 147 150 240 270 2337 304 327 338 305
Smallest day 57 63 45 71 37 49 87 19 15 93 71 79



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.
1916-17
APPENDIX.

Circulation by Classes. (Branch)

Per
May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals. cent.
General works 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 ) 0 0 3 .04
Philosophy 0 0 0 0 3 3 1 0 0 3 1 0 9 .13
Religion 7 6 6 8 5 10 it & 9 4 5 5 80 1.06
Socioclogy 85 75 66 89 43 70 78 44 o5 35 47 37 733 g.80
Philology 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 5 k6 0 0 7 .09
Natural science 45 19 22 34 11 20 39 19 32 34 35 31 331 4.39
Useful arts 15 14 10 9 10 13 25 13 a7 19 2% 10 194 8 .57
Fine arts 26 31 15 17 14 . 13 11 ) 15 13 26 13 193 P
Literature g 38 39 48 13 33 42 48 Td 56 61 35 539 740
o Travel 34 30 23 37 13 25 66 34 69 55 44 14 444 5. 89
~ Biography 40 19 15 24 10 23 39 21 36 31 26 11 275 3.85
History 40 32 12 38 10 15 39 33 44 36 32 16 336  4.48
Fiction 366 391 285 403 264 374 422 283 399 293 343 237 3948 53.40
Magazines 0 1 5 8 10 14 62 73 70 8l 86 44 454 6.03
Total 715 547 498 708 404 613 837 580 823 B850 734 433 7535
Days open 8 9 8 10 8 9 8 6 9 7 9 8 99
Daﬁly gverage 20 61 63 70 51 lgg izg 133 lgé 123 133 gg 76
Largest day 133 110 o e i 33 62 43 31 55 46 35

Smallest day 35 33 43 56 26
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May. Oct.

Religion 7 6
Sociology 69 39
Natural science 27 28
Useful arts 14 &
Fine arts 10 4
Literature 38 i by
Travel 31 37
Biography 15 10
History 20 17
Fiction 183 99
Total 414 361

Philosophy

Religion

Sociology

Natural sciengce
Useful arts
Literature

Travel
Fiction

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.
1916-17
APPENDIX.

Circulation by Classes. (School)

Nov.

44
319
135

o3

40
103
188

104
653

1590

Dec. Jan. Feb.
15 26 20
87 169 o2
45 78 26
1.3 30 24
13 283 16
44 71 43
65 107 56
15 30 31
40 64 34

250 501 191

584 1098 583

Circulation by Classes. (Station)

Dec.

NorOoOHOCO

W

Jan. Feb, Mar.
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 i I 4
0 0 0
0 . a3
5 3 %
a2 125 147

p i - = 1S9

Mar.

283
115
79
383
16
47
78

45
331

784

Apr.,

HOHOOWM

10

a1

©

Apr.

57
31
2

24
35
13
33
170

398

Totals.

Ok 100 =

5086

Totals.

149
847
449
169
139
387
597
185
357
3377

5646

id,'_.)‘
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT,
17

To the Honmorable

108 gppropriation

¢ palance on hand

i fines, damages a.ndr lost books

1 fees for non-residents
1 rental collection
' interest

! other sources

EXPENDITURES.

L nia‘xies

' jenitor service
" books

| Briodleals

| Rinting

' blnding

il fupplies

| £
®Dairs and improvements
|

- lght

] ‘2. "
él M'&e, freight and express

Mayor ang Commiag ioners:

$16,000.00
3,651,90
533,89
68,50

121, 35
22.24
30,26

D e D S S S e ——

$5,9861.65
715,00
2,760,05
449.23
84.07
720.18
509.34
879.11
354,83
286.56
409.03
231.00
38.88
65.37
252,38
6,801.58

P - D W

THET
$20,418.14
3
T
|
N
o]
|
i
e
| ; 1
!L!f 1
NI
$20,418.14 tn
| If H
] 1 i
(& M W
i
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
1916-17,

g, Allce G. Evans,

pplic Library of Decatur "
#

ao hereby certify that the
condition ang statisti

a9 to the best of my knowledge and belief.
e

oiog statement of the ¢s of the Library
i

Secretary, Library Board,

fubscribed and sworn to before me this day of May, 1917.

Notary Publie.
®







I&for and Commigsi
’*ihgmy of Decatur, Phexs,
Decatur, Ill.

Hnﬂmm

If figures told the whole 8tory, another great incresse in

julstion, ordinarily regarded as the basic test of a library!
)ihe community, would be =

e

s value
sufficient indication of the way in which
4 Decatur Public Library met ite duties throughout the year.

But statistics are at best unsatisfactory in measuring the worth

jpdiprary and your board of trustees does not place too much significance
/80 increase in number of books taken out of 8,349 over the year before,
ing & total circulation of 147,544,

Rather the board would call your attention to the extr#ordinary
mat of service that the library has rendered in the way of supplying
fizences, collecting booke for the training camps, giving out govern-
2t publications, assisting in social movemente and war activities.

The board takes the greatest pride in the patriotic service
ith the library has rendered, and believes that the library's influence
4been projected into the community the last year as in no year preceding.

Attention is called to the report of the librarian which ls sub- )
lited herewith. The board most heartily commends the tireless and ef- o
stive work of Mrse. Alice G. i:vans and her assoclates. The library
‘wmization never has been in better shape.  Never has it displayed |
ler enthuedsem.

We are glad to say that after numerous changes and repalrs the

Moal condition of the 1ibrary is excellent. In closing may we thenk it

H”'Nr and Commissioners for their never failing courtesy and their

iy {nterest in what the library is trying to accomplish.

Sincerely. f

Chairman, Board of Trustees.




LIBRARIAN'S Rp
Tol7o, o REPORT.

yosrd of Dixegtors,
ﬂﬁﬂ Free Public Libraxy,

| ferewith is submitted the forty-third snmual report of th
e

mﬁr the year ending April 30, 1918,

%

~ The year has been an unusual one, as war times are not normal

j 6ad the work of the Library has been shaped to meet the war—time
dis-';_‘- The regular work has been carried on with difficulty because of
mitently increasing requests from the various departments of gov-
,,m Eocd administration, Labor bureau, Treasury department, for

'm““" assistance in some patriotic campaign. Almost every mail

u@,;;ngw suggestion from some of the many war organizations through-

lﬁeountry asking for the cooperation of the Library in the nation's
ggle to help win the War,

LIBRARY WAR SFRVICE.

Posters, maps, pamphlets, etc.

‘-It has literslly rained posters, notilces, folders, slips, books,
W;, etc. on the Library, and with the best of intentions it has
"ﬂifﬂi!t impogssible to keep up with the flood. The posters, which
o °ﬂ1Y wonderfully interesting, suggestive and artistic, but will
lug bo of historic value also, have been posted in every available
Wmous place in the Library. Beginning with the Red Cross,
m”? Food comservation, Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., Boys' working
W’ﬂhrlﬁ'- and War savings stamps, Liberty loans, Camp libraries,

1"‘%@ books, the Library has not only displayed posters but also

ift and War
ng‘ﬁd literature, been an agency for the sale of Thr

in
h““ﬂpﬂ, collected money and books for the Camp 1ipbraries, and

'% helped the various campalgne.

posters on a.griculture, gardening, and

'emts on food values and
tI!?”"'ll’:xg from the pepartment ©

hm Parmers' bulletins and other &
pamphlets OD Foo

{ Agriculture were on the bulletin

overnment and state publica-

! 4 conservation and related
ie‘151!«!31' with various

e

T
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JOLUNTEER HELPERS IN PREPARING BOOKS FOR THE SOLDIERS.,

Uiss Hildred Arthur.

Mrs. Charles Bachman.
Uigs Clara Baker.

liise Georgiana J. Bathchelder.
Migs Mildred Brand.

Uiss Emma Clark.

Ulige Mgude Dill.

lisg Sarah Jane Dunston.
Yiss Mary W. French.

rg, Clyde Hart.

iss Lucy Henderson.

Uisgs Helen Hill.

Uiss Laura Hill.

Miss Mollie Hitchcock.
iigs Jennie Long.

Ugs Adele-Murph¥s- .

¥gg Florence Newell.
His8s Florence Page-

ligs Louise Simon.
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; for
immred or circulation.

Maps showing the locations of the National guard mobilization

jing osmps, cantonments, etc., as well as those on Europe and the

1008, have been collected and mounted for wall use.

Camp Library Week
and Library War Fund Week.

Two "book drives" were conducted to obtain books for the soldiers

i training camps in this country. The Decatur people, and those of

fy villages, responded generocusly to the calls.

for the second "drive", conducted March 18-33, large posters
tshed by the A. L. A. Library War Service were placed in the windows
bm town stores, theatres, ete, Leaflets were distributed through
W, schools and department stores. Letters were sent to the ministers
lig that ennouncements be made at the Sunday services. Slides were
\th three of the moving picture theatres. In the delivery room of
ibtary was placed a small tent having a flag on top and a placard
L eantaining the slogan- "Let your idle books help our soldlers.”
q'l'weived were placed in the tent but soon overflowed to the large
Iin the besement which was given over to Camp libraries.

According to the request of the A. L. A. Library War Service
"Mae, all books are to be prepared for circulation pbefore sending
L amps, 1In order to push the work through quickly and get the
Wio tnetr destinasion,- and still keep the Library running- 1t was
Ml%assaxy to ask for volunteer help 1n the pasting of vookplates

| : yneteen women and
‘Wokets and the typing of book and shelf cards. N

mbers
\ Beve considerable time to the work, under supervision of me

t were
e #tatf. who had already sorted the books, removing those that w
]

Wy or otherwise unsuitable forf the purp

to the
The first shipment oFf pooks was sent in geptember

y,- one of the twelve larg

g e libraries gelected by
g pp1ic 14braxys
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A, Library War 9 '
‘h ;u exvice for the collection and distribution of

- 1000 books
;W“” and 200 magazines were sent. Later our Library

g 8 center to col
1“4”, ollect from smaller libraries and report directly
duarters in Washing
@ gton, from which place came shipping instructions,

1“‘,““3 were sent directly to the campes =8 ordered

In January 668 books and 1100 magazines were sent to Camp McArthur,

yfexas.  The librarian of the Camp library in acknowledging their
it sald- "They seemed to reach us at a time when the demand was beyond

pility to supply and you may be sure they are appreciated by us, as

g by the soldiers, Whoever sorted them over showed excellent taste

ey axe all juet the kind of books that we most need."

‘Hter the last "book drive" in March, 213 volumes were prepared
wireulation, packed and sent to Camp Logan, Houston, Texas, by April 5,
(0 more books were sent to the same camp April 33. The Library has
g 2,600 volumes ready to be sent as directed. The total number of
given by Decatur citizens to the end of the year was 6,000; in
lilon, 350 volumes were sent from Niantic, Arthur, Sullivan and Tuscola.
*mﬁnbe-: of single magazines received was almost 7,000,

September 24-30 was set aside by the A. L. A. War council as
Mgy war fund week® when §1,000,000 for 1,000,000 books for 1,000,000
Uits was to be collected. The Decatur library decided to make a
 appeal, as the city had been canvassed for so many funds. Posters,
m‘i ettention to the cause, and attractive contribution boxes, having
Wtion 4in red- "Ald War Libraries,” with = etriking figure of &
m’?‘halow, were placed in stores, sachools, panks, clubs, factories,

‘mlhﬁmary. The total amount recelived was $160.

Food Show.

M

The Library had a booth ot the Patriotic Food Show, held

N” 27-March 2, with an exhibit of be
M‘B and Poultry. Pamphléete igpued by ¢
'%“?‘ publicatione on war-time gardening and €0
Wtﬁ“? had printed for diatrib‘ution s Kitchen Cale

oks on Food and Diet, Cookery,
he U. S. government, as well

oking, Were distzributed.

ndar, giving on one
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1917-18, ey

M“’- a list of the booke displayed in the exhibig,

, The booth wasg
juted with flags and posters,

some of the latter from the U. 8. Foog
others made by our own Or other librarie
jotent nembers of

wgtration
’nﬂ ’ 8 in the state,.
the library staff Were in charge of the

. exhibit
jig the four daye of the show,

mﬂo Food Show in Chicago in J anuary. These were used later in

(jbrary exhibit at the Decatur Food Show, and then turned over to the

mm to be loaned, with the collection of posters from other libraries,
#her food shows in the state.

Other Library War Service.

A beginning has been made for rreserving the story of Decatur
ﬂﬁ‘m county's part in the War by clipping everything on the subject
the two local papers. These clippingscollected in serap books
“ﬂﬁ & connected history, not only of the part our soldiers and
s took in the War, but of the work of the civilians as well.
Wition, of course, the Library will have the bound volumes of these
"pers with the rest of the files in the historical room.

In October there were exhibited in the upper hall samples of the
Mf the Magon county chapter of the Red Cross, including hospital
“'lh, surgical dreseings and knitted articles. The exhibit was
““‘;‘hy’ many Decatur people who marveled at the work displayed, and

1 meeting of the
1‘1.” 8een by many librariane who attended the anmual m g

Li j -
% library asscciation at that time.

oy f women
oy ds of the registration o

z.‘ o filing case, containing the car

q \ s

tb—‘h Work along this line.

8ix the subject
8 tee bocks on explosives, or having chapters on 5
n books

nt through the
"i"ﬁ?ed f the shelves bY order of the War departme
B Tom e

£
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M;-po.lioe. These are not to be

-

accessible during the present

CONTENTS AND ACCESSIONS,

: There were added to the Library 5,206 volumes: 2,730 by purchase,
i_mﬁu, 818 by magazines bound, and 22 books were found which were

I‘M.Qp;_wiounly. The number of volumes withdrawn was 1,877, of which

ﬂt.iv”?’ were worn out, 25 lost and paid for, 17 lost and not paid
h;;‘gegtroyed on account of contagious disease, and 94 missing in
,‘tm ‘The total number of volumes in the Library April 30, 1918
51'“9' divided as follows: Main library, 37,728; Durfee branch, 889;
ml:qollaction, 833.

e Library has tried to keep up with the demand for War books,
iaeem to lead out to all classes, for there is VWar gardening, Var
ihg, Var poetry, War fiction,- ethice, religion, sociology, the arts
iwlences, all seem to be permeated with it, even some of the children's
i, The duplication of War booke proper has been quite as great as
“m of the most popular fiction. This is especially true of personal
nitves. |

Many interesting and valusble autobiographies znd biogrephies

"h;ﬁn' added, also some fine worke of description and travel. The
liﬂﬁél'raom has had many valuable additions. cifts include 17 volumes
!u-ﬁﬁl'e'l‘iving age, 1849-85, the gift of Miss Mary W. French;
Vbontes®, py Clement Shorter, the gift of Mrs. Sylvester Judd; and

L"m“ Barnes'! gift -~ ncontributions %o the natural history of the
" Dunnough.
mﬁ"“ of North America®, written by Dr. Barnes and J. H. Mc g
Among other noteworthy books added are the following:
; ‘ - aputh pole. Y.
| Amﬁsen Illin‘%iimggilégiaiiterature. vels
| g%ﬂt’brmge histgigeoand 1etters of John lgi'iake. av.
: 01::;;3_ Maxrk Tyain's letters. v.
- Colvin~- John Keatd.
Bdwards- Edwards DSPETS. . 4y,
bray- Mythomigiylggtgm av.
‘ ife an .
ggte; il;ract ical expor’ ing.
Hyd.%- Vocatbions. '
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'
Ke11's Sireorory Si1Le,of the verle, 1eu7.
of the world, lﬁlglfrchants’ namufacturers, amd hlpeure

Kettleborough- State con
e S stituti
Lag{-n Paiarier s federagngagg? the federal @onst itution.
uc il an- Historic dress in America av
ﬁ:ﬁggg—- giongers Of Illinois. ) '
- ecolle p
T ctione. 2V,

Practical boo

k of architecture.
Quaife- Development of Chicago, 1674-1914
Reemaeckers- Raemaekers' cartoons. )
goha;i;;- gincoln in Illinois.
ose = reventive medicine and hygiene
Sohmidt- Problsms of the fi 4 )
e Dinae finlishing room.

matic documents relati
of the European war. 2v. ating to the ocutbreak

Scott~- Survey of international relations between the
Unlited States and Germany, Aug. 1, 1914~ April 6, 1917.

Scott- Scott's last expedition. 2v.
Shackleton- Heart of the Antarctic. av.
Thompson~-

Oil-field development and petroleum mining.

U. S. War dept.- Complete United States infantry guide for
officers and noncommissioned officers.

United States blographical dictionary and portrait gallery
of eminent and self-made men, Illinois volume.

Walker- - Building estimator's reference book.
World book. 8v.

Illinois Centennisl Year.

Because our state is this year celebrating its one hundredth
drg2sary, there is an unusual demand for material on it; conseguently,
‘ilbrary has made a epecial effort to add to its collection of books
Minots in all departments. About fifty volumes were added and Hitles
“diplicated freely. The children's department and the Durfee branch
'“M-forgatten. qome of the books were rare, or at least old, but
*the most part the books were compact volumes on the history or govern-
Wot the state, such &s are used by clubs, classes or individuals

tate. Many of the
H“‘QY reference or for an interesting story of the sta

7 already
mimes added conmsisted of reference copies of books which were

; , jties, such as
1‘k‘“’1:!:::111&».1'.i.ng department,- books which are author >

Ford
Wt "Mlinois, historical and statistical® and works by Edwards, ’
: ¥

’Wﬁ dition to
j 8, P&rr{ izsh, and otherx well-known writers. The finest ad
:

| 3 &

g 4 memorial edition of the Histo
D. 8. Shellabarger.

rical encyclopedia
"Biographical an

"Ill_mh. which was preaented by Mrs.
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A portion of the large, new bulletin board has been given over

xii*i“"“ Centennial material, The striking Centennial poster

,upl“ the chief place and near it is 2 notice containing the importent

i in Illinois history to be celebrateq this year. Copies of the

,"gniﬁl bulletin are kept posted, also a bibliography of the books on

11159“ in the Library. This bibliography with prefatory comments

jpinted in both local papers.

_LOAN DEPARTMENT.

Registration.
Main Branch
i Adult. Child. Adult. Childa. Total.
fein forece May 1, 1917 6,338 3,708 85 431 9,450
gvers registered 1,434 603 38 128 23,303
woverts cards cancelled 1,374 B44 19 2,037
atrem'u newly registered es? 467 38 117 1,373
Wein force sapril 30, 1918 6,388 3,687 123 540 9,618
uslent cards issued 11
wresldent cards purchased 823
Circulaticn.

In spite of the many outside actlvitles occasioned by the war,
%2sading has been done in Decatur in the past year than ever before.
“-‘ﬁruy'a total circulation for 1917-18 was 147,544, an increase of
H over the year before. Of thisz mumber, 94,841 volumes were issued
Wihe main department, making an increasse in this department of 5,853
R last year. 36,708 books were issued from the children's room,

!‘“3 from the Durfee branch, 864 from the Deposit station, and 5,688

o the schools.

Fearly all readers tzke advantage of the ruling made last gear

card
'hu]h twe books of fiction, or six books im all, may be drawn on a

Ving 4 £t
g time. Many have expressed their apprec jation ©

s been shown in books about the War,

he change.

or in any
CGreat interest ha

\ e kept
l”ﬁ-&ted to it. The latesd

and most popular of these books aT

h%d each month, there 1e alight increas
“h’ Probably the most popular book eve

e in the number whieh remain

r in the Library was
ghelves.

i |
L g gy |

3.4/1/‘

—p——

T S 1 g
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ﬁ"‘" fgver the top,

,oﬂ" gards on Tile.

n ;
for which there were at one time thirty-six

Other Popular War books have been:

Barbusse~  Under fire.

Cholmondeley- Christine.

Dawson- Carry on.

Gerard- My four years in Germs

Hmankgy- Student in arms, RN
ard- My home in the fielg

< o By Suny | G of honor.

th e
Mademoiselle iMias. ¢ field of mercy.

gparate atatistvica of the W

ar books have been kept, but the generasl

wBtstory, in which they are included, formed this year 5.86 per cent

e total circulation of the main department, whereas last year it was

Iy 3,38 per cent.

The Library hag tried to cooperate with the schools by parchasing

m;dupiicate copies of bocks which were much used by the pupile, especially
ifle High school. A set of shelves behind the south stairway on the
bfloor was set aside for books on the supplementary reading liet for
tinglish classes. To these shelves all High school pupils are per-
d %0 .g0 and select their own books. This has greatly relieved the
Yitlon of the regular after-school rushes at the main desk. It has
!“‘“llpéd to call the attention of other people to the excellent books
' High school list.

The sets of music books are used constantly, and circulating
Uy of the well-known current magazines are seldom on the shelves.

4 nmumber of books on house planning and decorating were loaned
'k, Ross Orane for use in connection with his lectures at the High school.
L these books were returned, there has been a steady demand for them,
%1‘11? for "The honest house® by Goodnow. Sixteen books on gardenilng
h‘ baneq %0 Morehouse & Wells for use in an effective window display

gy roved a good
L"m'ing gardening implements for war time. This, too, P

b
m*"ﬁsnt for the books.

READING ROOM.

off in
The reading room has not shown any appreciable falling

"t nday attendance here
Hhh‘.mage, even though it is war time. The Sunday

the reforence room was 1,811,- 990 men, 651 women, and 179 9hdidyen.
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fodloals were recei i R
b Ved, of which 75 were donated and 180 subsoribed
" few perlodicals added were:

American economic review.
Army and navy journal.
Arniy changes,

Bellman.

Country gentleman,

John Martin's book.
Poetry.

Red Cross magazine.
Pussian review.
Touchstone.

RETERENCE DEPARTMENT.

The work of the reference department has changed somewhat.
mel of the clubs which have heretofore used the Library most have given
thedr ;study altogether and devoted their time to war work instead.
uﬁz;. there has been some research work for clubs throughout the winter
ithe usual help given to High school and University students.

People are asking more and more for definite information. They
the newest and moet specific material on a certain subject rather than
maustive treatment of it. In many cases government pamphlets are
Wirred, It wae formerly true that people generally did not know the
g of this authoritative material, but they are now coming to realize
"North, and it ie necessary to make all state and government publica-
h"-‘“&nable at once in order to satisfy the demand.

A list of typicel questions asked follows:

Value of cereals in the diet.

Bill to suthorize appointment of pharmaciste as lieutenants in

dical corps. .
Cmigedggision in gaae in which a certain factory brought suit

to test constitutionallty of 10=hour law for women.

ete., .
g?ﬁéggagfwgiipand pay of stenographers in government employ

v hy in war.
g:;pgigg:tg%r;figes of standard commodities with those of

a few years ago.
' Lib
The number of books used for reference in the
00,

" The resources of the depar
278 public documents.

rary is estimat ed

tment now conasist of 2,317 books,

xg'?*"iﬂmﬂ.pm:--1w,~c11czsu.e; and 3,
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CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT,

 The Creat War is having its effect upon the work in the children®

P’mnt' for no wovement seems to be able to "carry on" without the

:F’M girls. The excellent work accomplished by the Boy Scouts and

;M‘“ Red Oross has made the children very busy, and yet the depart-
jfs cloeing the year with a little gain of 333. 36,708 books were
ﬁ;ﬁé

The reference work has increased, the use of outside topics, which
jgiven the children at school, causing the duplicate books which are
dfor this work to be much in demand.

To help those choosing books for the children's own libraxry, the
mty had printed for dietribution lists entitled "Booke for Christmas
ithe children.® This 1ist was made up entirely of titles in the
ulal displaycollection, which includes most of the accepted classics
ifavorites for young people,- about 100 titles in all. This collection
iontinued to be very popular. At the time of the State meeting it
ieted great attention, some of the librarians visiting the department
wislly 4o see the collection and note the editions.

in effort has been made %o call attention to the special days, bub
Ul posters, Food posters and Liberty loan posters have been given
Wplace. The two stereoscopes and the 100 views of Illinois, which
"Wregently added, are enjoyed every day.

There were added this year 545 books, making a total of 5,/34

here
gy on the shelves. 467 new borrowers have been registered and t

"W 3,667 cards in force.

CATALOGING DEPARTMENT,
okes added was 2,292, and the number replaced
making the

The tmmber of new bO

in
m’ "hit}'h .‘maluded 23 books found which had been missing,

liu v 'v . others were
h 1 th rocesses that 2 hound olume receives
e p

jn oxder %O get them jnto use immediately,

!
"‘Mly treated more murriedly
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osuse of thelr ephemers) nature,

th
) of oataloging €y were not considered worth the
;'” v = °

To the catalogs 10,118 cards were added
H]

3,796 were printed car
4106 Library of Congress, o

and 2,191 weére revised or rewritten for new

Jions of replaced books. There were 1,263 cards added to the catalog

g0 urfee branch. For the main catalog a complete set of new guides

jgped.  Two new nine-tray cabinets were placed in the cataloging

s, This room is rapidly becoming too small %o take care of the books
nkly received.

BINDING AND MENDING.

The total number of volumes bound was 1,758, of which 198 were

iioals and 1,560 books. The number of books mended in the Library
11,986,

_EXTENSION DEPARTMENT.

The Extension department of the Library,- namely, Durfee branch,
\leposit station and five School collections, issued 15,995 books, an
Wase of 2,275 over last year,

Durfee's part in this total is 9,443 books, a gain of 1,908,
'Branch has been open one more afternoon a week, and an effort has been
Wi 2311 all requeste by borrowing books from the Main library when
‘Wach goliection was insufficient. This has amounted to 265 inter-
%, 153 being juvenile books and 112 adult. Temporary reader's cards
M“n issued 0 adult readers as soon as the application cards were

hmy 8igned, which thus enabled the borrower to use hies card without

“‘h? caused by central registration. The moving into larger quarters

| ore
i Bddle of the year has well taken care of the great need for m

i‘“lnc Capacity, and the attractive room nas been greatly appreclated and

q tion of

| ollec
" by al1, The building up and rounding out of the ¢

» he
4 to g more adequate working collect ion should be the alm of ¢

A
h‘ Year,

the delay of six weeks in starting,

In o the schools,
frinrd 3 mice in one school were our

Ve
814 war interests, and two epide

.—— ; S
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for the past o
W"" P year, ang yet we were able to make up the big ”

» and Came ogut
g’pm of 43, the total throughout the year vei

1880 $hus caused in Circulation "over the top" with
| a

year, but still more

japlve visi¥ing at the schools where help seems necessary is advisable.

By means of a little advertising with signs and the posting of

iiErcre o attract attent lon, the Deposit station was increasing

geireulation rapidly when the drugstore where it wag located was closed.

linecessitated moving, and the desire of the preople to keep books in

lseommnity was 80 great that Mrs. H. J. Foale, s patron, offered the
sof her living-room temporarily. This offer was accepted, but before
iere located finally at the Roach school building, the Station had %o
osed for some time, which, of course, was a great drawback. The
ning of 36 books a night has been the highest record reached here, and
“notable is the increase of non-fiction booke that are read. The
Wl for the year is 864 books.

The success of the Deposit station in this commnity seems to
Wy 2 larger collection of books being placed here. Up to this time
1'“3;- has been practically limited to adults, it being thought that the
"l gollect ion in the Roach school would take care of the children.
"er, there are many children in the neighborhood who do not go to this
el ang better service could no doubt be given if an ample collection

fJ“'I!M.lgg books were taken to the Station, and the School collection

g in gome other school.

FXHIBITIONS AND LECTURES.
War relios and pictures loaned by E. B. Hitchcock and Vernon

m’ iere exhibited on the second floor of the Library in October,

! iences in ambulance service in
B"“ty gave several talks on his experie

oy
¢

» There waes o large attendance during the week.

Ross Crane. the artist and art critic, gave a geries of
?

m"y talks® in the Library in November.  There was also an exhibition
8" in
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Piﬂt"ngs by well-known artists,

‘ and of Photographs of beaut iful
p ad grounds showing the Work of noteg architects and lang

M" The hall ang Tooms on the secong floor were magde a.t::::: ive
M” of palms and Tugs, the latter ha.v;ing been loaned by Mrs, Charles
g Hundreds of people came to the Library,- it being one of the most

;Iﬂ sffalrs ever given by the Municipal art 1
88 Were given in the High school

eague. Three of the

auditorium, as more room was needed

fe furniture, etc. displayed on the stage in demonstration of the

) 88 well as for the avdience.

IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS.

The historical room was equipped with steel shelving around the
i eii three sides, the old wooden shelves and stack beiﬁg used to build
W shelves in the documents room and for shelving in the southeast
#of the basement hall. The cupboards in the documents room were
H'nta regular wall shelves, thus allowing sufficient book space to
®all of the public documents in one room. The 0ld case in the lower
I used for unbound newspapers and periodicals, was moved to the store
tad replaced by = larger and more convenient one.

The walls were painted in all of the large rooms in the basement,
W the work room and store room which were whitewashed. On the main
"the study room walls were painted, aend those of the librarian's and
llamg rooms touched up, as was the children's room.

-'Galvanized iron and glass sectlons were fagstened at the bottom of

1“"*3 on the main floor. New electric light fixtures were installed

" entire puilding.

¥ov furniture added consisted of an stlas case and a vertical file

ith ﬁ’eference room, new tables for the historical
an's office.

and documents rooms,

"!mniter degk for the librari

:l L bulletin board, particularly for war service posters,
! g arge :

; 1.
’&l, maps, ete., wWas placed in the delivery hal
. " .

LIBRARY CONVENTIONS.
. 1 conference of the American

na.
" The 14prarian attended the &N

/ 8137,
'%"“Qciation in Louisville, Kentucky, June

"
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The anmual meet.
| ing of the Illinois Library associstion was
prcatur, October 17-19,

| and was attended by about 150 librarians,
gti’!" and others interesteqd,

The sessions were held in the ballroom

otel Orl :
!antel ando, opening with o Teception the firast evening, when

Id;-;ters were welcomed on behalf ©f the city by R. C Augustine
e ° 3

dent of the Board of educat ion, and for the

i Library by W. F. Hardy,
jient of the Library boara,

| Miss Effie A, Lansden, president of
J L. 4., responded.

The meetings were all interesting. The most important address

{let given by R. R. Bowker, editor of the Library journal, on

yearly history of the American Library sssociation.” "Library service

mtise" was ably presented by C. B. Roden, librarian of the Chicago

lie 1brary. Miss Bronson, of the Decatur staff,had a place on the prograam.
Tea was served at the Gountry club one afternoon, and the second

thg the meeting was held at Kaeuper Hall, the James Millikin university,

utle Association had the pleasure of hearing Victor Yarros in his

Wil address "Russisn literature and education: their part in the

Nl\l’t‘&'ﬂn..'-' W. B. 0lds, of the faculty of the James Millikin comservatory,

T8 mmber of his charming blrdsongse. The program was followed by a

"don given by the faculty of the James Millikin university.

z'fhe librarians of central Illinois were called together twice by

h'h‘iee, secretaxy of the I1llinois Library Extension commission, to

gy what libraries can do to help in war times. The meeting in

Rh‘ﬁ'@ld_, February 12, was attended by th
at the time of the Patriotic Food

e librarian and two of the staff.

ey Tound table was held in Decatur

", This wes attended by fourteen 1ibrarians representing six libraries.

‘l"fn”enea,u library publicity director for I11inois, was present.
3

“mu“tive food posters Were displayed.

STAFF.

=y -
ell was given & leav
ary fox half-time work.

Library school of the Univereity

e~-of-absence in July, because
. Mgs Florence New

tu:‘k""l“h, returning in Janu

' the
Misg Tather Lou Bergeél from

BRI, e e T T et R T 2 e~ s e e T 3 L2
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0i8, accepte
lﬂwi " Pted the position 28 head of th
Mw work June 20,

'“m in August,

¢ loan department and
Mia
8 Mae Carter Came on the statf as general

aftexr s short apprrentice courge.
ﬂ"f” ¥illikin university for one yeax

;m“n Reserve library school,
;ﬂm publie library,

She had attended
Miss Victoria Bronson, of
and formerly on the etaff of the

accepted the Position ag librarian of extension
j- noluding the Durfee breanch,

W the first of September.
gstdon and had three montha!

School collectidns and Deposit station,

Miss Elsie Lewman, who tcok the entrance
_. aperentice work, became a regulax
miﬂ in February, giving part time in the children's room. During
||mc1' months Miss Margaret Cloyd, a former sssistant in the Library,
mn time at the loan desk in the evenings. Miss Clara Lefever, i
aneen an assistant in the loan department for nearly a year, resigned
Woder to be married.

- The children's librarian, Mise Hunt, gave a talk on children's
lig before the Mothers' club of the Child culture school of the J. M. U,
s of good editions of books were displayed, and liste were distrib-
lwntaining titles of the Library's "special collection" of children's
Wes and 0ld favorites.

 Kenneth Butt resigned =8 page and Russell Bailey toock his place,

" 10 turn succeeded by Von Brubeck. Pauline Harless has done page

Mg 8 the Durfee branch since January.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS .

.The Library acknowledges 1ts indebtedness to the following persons

oy * for Camp libraries:
h‘b@d 80 gemerouely in the recent "book drive® I P

%Y-’ﬁooutg for collecting the bOOksS; the women volunteers who assisted
Boouts,

hm;% and typing; and Halnes & Easskck
" %o Mrs. H. J. Foale the Library W

%h permitting the peposit station to

, for the loan of a typewriter.
ishes to extend thanks for her

have temporary quarters in

W Mrs. F. H. Barclay
" gtore and to
LT leaving the Esst End drug ;

wease for the Red Cross display, and later

e
,‘h*’*fmded loan of a sho
Wi
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The collection of Stuffed and mounteq specimens:

: i deer, fawns
i gte. which had been in Fairview be s

- : ark, were loaned to the Library
§ 59 ° by Ija’ce wa i
w 4% glven for them in the upper hall and the chil-

They have proveq interesting o the c¢hildren, as

g 700,
| well as

Newspapers.

The newspapers have given "first 21d" to the Library in all of

Mok oampaigns and other wer service, in addition to the usual

llelty regarding books, library news, ete., all of which has been much
aelated.

The year just passed has been the most strenuous in the Library's
itence, and 1t 1= a pleasure to acknowledge that every member of the
mm rallied to the unusual and extra demands upon her time, in
g and feithful service.

Great credit for the successful year belongs to the Library Board

'lfs 1iberal policy and hearty cooperation in 2ll plans for the extension

e Library's usefulness.

Respectfully submitted,

Librarian.
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APPENDIX.

Contents of Library.

1817~ books on hang

----—-—---‘

‘ﬁ-q‘—
-
- —'-'---n—-n--- —--—-----——
-

38,121
jdditione: ’
purchase énew) ______________

% Tenewal) —me.______  TTTTmm—mee- Cm———— 1838
Donation T e i e s T e s s 893
Bindery ———m—ee T e —— T 243
Books found (previously missing) __.*...._:::::—— ------- ‘%S

i 3dded chmaweacs
logses: otal added 3306
yorm out and withdrawn ——eeeeee_ 1733
oo patd for o TR 25
i nd ROt paid for ——e._ 7T TTTTmmmmmmmmmme—ee 17
Destroyed on account of contagious discases —eemmee——__ 8
Unagcounted for in inventory —————ee " """ 94
TOR] e wweswimans 1877
30, 1918~ booke on hand -——--memeemmeo 39, 450
Accessions 2ccording to Clageification.
No.vols. in Additione Withdrawals No.vols.in Per
Lib'y May (new ana (worn out Lib'y April cent
1,1917 renewal) and 30,1918
missing)
el works 3874 145 99 3920 9.96
& kB I
o e 27 217 4345 10.77
0 o8y gt @ 4 130 .33
dﬁ-lm S28 . 63 2095 5.31
t soience 2081 26 6 3769 7.0
L at 3578 e 46 1871  4.74
Lt 1790 18T 133 4282 10.85
e 4133 Eeg 73 2173 5.50
N 2153 92 96 3373 6.01
;f"il’h! 2336 }is 03 2829  7.16
w 23575 ?75 919 10776 27.33
i 10430 a: 7 191 .48
@ books 179 12
32450
u 381231 3206 ol
pivieion by Departments.
1 ’ ':’
| : 946 ~d389
iy 1866 603 5134
i 545 62 2317
o, 118 58 4810
; 209 95 3278
¢ 4, Pg g 473 8g2
W, 159 70
39450
| 3506 1877
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May.
General works 9
Philosophy 61
Religion 131
Sociology 336
Philology 5

Natural ecience 110

Useful artse 216
Fine arts 2383
Literature 474
Travel 198
Biography 141
History 306
Fiction 5755
Foreign books 30
Magazines 185
Rental coll. 190
Total 8369
Days open 26
Deily average 318
Largest day 676
Smallest day 182

Total numbexr of bocks issued during year 1917-1918

June.

78
113

54
160
131
396

74

66
249
5584
38
207
185

7403

26
385
608
146

35
379
491
168

Aug.

57
113

74
166
134
355

53
375
55636
33
163
150

7143

37
364
450
138

1917-18
APPENDIX.

Circuletion by Classes.
Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
6 11 11 11
77 77 94 71
78 95 130 101
139 190 208 192
1 9
81 54 74 o7
143 217 264 178
133 161 144 167
301 450 430 415
71 90 110 86
63 119 159 91
381 5563 619 504
4866 5116 5533 5350
24 19 30 31
166 190 304 . 300
193 148 158 148
8783 7490 8148 7511
34 a7 35 35
380 377 336 300
531 534 555 617
174 164 3186 173

_________________ 147,544

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

(Adult)

Jan.

16
100
21
2342
3
87
331
171
o83
111
139
559
6611
33
242
190

0387

36
358
643
140

Feb.

13
107

199

84
336
208
453

91
165
565

6386
83
383
167

8988

23
391
783
351

(Main library,

Mar.

5
100
o8
397
6
90
249
318
460
96
162
710
5753
3l
171
140

8576

26
330
566
314

Apr.

385
06
74
336
3
7
339
309
416
98
1823
634
5634
15
179
169

8237

36
317
563
148

Bookse
loaned
Per in
Totals. cent. roonm
1233 .13 3334
974 1.03 59
1060 1.138 317
2381 3.40 650
47 .05 9
914 .96 477
2456 3.5% 589
2007 2.12 298
4935 5.80 737
1188 1.85 278
1373 1.4%5 3683
5561 5.86 649
67326 70.96 258
283 <30 10
2342 2.47 4108
20028 2.11
04841 11917
306
310

branch, school and etation)

2
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May.
Generasl works 21
Philosophy
Religion 34
Socioclogy 364
Philology 10
Natural science 96
Useful arts 55
Fine arts 68
Literature 219
Travel 86
Biography 41
History 49
Fiction 2093
Magazines 15
Total 3151
Days open 36
Daily average 131
Largest day 303

Smallest day 56

June.

15

47
348
5
73
43
79
176
69
35
65
1970
15

2939

26
113
196

67

July.

30

38
306

54
30
75
130
51
47
57
1851
33

2697

25
107
150

65

Aug.

33

43
343

63
47
103
155
43
33
64
1981
31

3934

a7
108
139
66

1217-18
APPENDIX.

Circulation by Classes. (Juvenile)
Sept. Oct. Nov Dec. Jan.
8 ) 11 24 14

1l
28 35 50 36 35
247 334 388 2377 389
<) 7 10 6

69 75 70 56 44
49 50 63 39 37
94 113 86 48 87
112 192 395 330 178
55 78 89 55 78
30 49 60 40 59
63 118 120 49 71
1454 1939 28172 3015 23374
15 11 10 32 233
32839 2994 3424 2898 3233
24 a7 35 25 26
93 111 137 116 124
143 205 349 215 370
c4 61 66 53 3

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

Feb.
13

35
341

73
35
95
1856
53

90
2535
26

3540

33
154
313

78

Mar.

46
319

89
45
94
304
83

78
3368
34

3331

26
1238
335

883

Apr.

37
374

90
53
77
313
78
49
73
2297
16

3358

36
133
260

38

Totals.

172
8
463
3860

56
851

544
1019
2289

799

575
897
24840
241

36708

306
130

Booke

loaned

Per
cent.

<47
Ql
1.36
10.7¢

.15
3.33

1.48

3.77
6.33
3.18
1.5%
3.44
67.67
.66

in
room

178



30

May.
General worke
Philosophy 1
Religion 5
Soclology 43
Philology
Natural science 26
Useful arts 11
Fine arts 12
Literature 37
Travel 28
Biogrephy 13
History 18
Fiction 275
Foreign boocks
Magazinee 34
Total 497
Days open 10
Daily average 49
Largest day 89

Smallest day 15

June.

194
16
392

37
54
35

July.

342

38
47
a7

o
@

«
0 = O

(-
WHUULILI~I U O

=
L
(0>]

290

32
30

Circuletion by Classes.

Sept.

36

10
10
14
163
14

370

34
67
33

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.
1917-18
APPENDIX.

Oot.

i

3

3
108
3
18
7
33
44
283
383
31
453

30
766

18
63
128
37

Nov.

13
93
167
50

(Branch)
Dec. Jan.
1  §
12 5
92 156
i |

27 46
17 18
23 20
78 74
30 67
30 33
33 63
444 661
22 93
805 1239
10 11
80 118
179 189
45 57

Feb.

120

4d
34
30
64
58
35

539
56
1037

114
311
68

Mar.

15
133

55
33
2d
80
76

100
689

65
1338

13
102
163

67

Apr.

149
55
43
34

71
43

740
69
1377

13
105
307

37

Totals.

3
8
67
1101
10
345
307
2337
614
420
286
484
5165

487
0443

185
75

Per
cent.

.08

L
11.66
B W
3.65
3.18
3.51
6.50
4.4%
3.03
5.18
54.70
=
5.16
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Circulation by Classes. (School)

May. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals.
Religion 8 4 T 34 14 13 20 100
Sociology 88 43 75 1923 117 149 137 801
Natural science 43 18 55 121 73 85 97 483
Useful arts 33 4 13 54 36 38 43 201
Fine arts 16 7 12 39 17 33 24 137
Literature 40 13 38 85 o7 60 61 353
Travel 44 29 49 114 85 o8 106 585
Biography 23 6 11 36 38 37 18 159
History 45 10 30 78 61 o6 85 335
Fiction 259 137 264 663 381 463 439 3595
Total 589 260 554 1408 869 1010 1000 5688
i
o
Circulation by Classes. (Station)
May.  June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Deec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals.
Philosophy 1 1 1 3
Religion 1 3 3
Sociology 1 3 3 3 2 4 & lg
Natural science 5 é f -
Useful arts 1 2 3 5
Fine arts 1 3 1 2 1 6
Literature 3 5 > g él 3:_118
%i%‘éi::.phy 0 2t 3 g 10? 5§ 19‘:'" 3; 3 8; ,.;i‘ze

Bletorvy
Fiowairaion 7=
TR e O e, Ew A e
L\, -
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APPENDIX. \

Circulation by Classes. (School) H

May. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals. l
Religion 8 4 7 34 14 13 20 100 |
Sociology 88 43 75 192 117 149 137 801 |
Natural sclence 43 18 5B 121 73 85 97 422 e
Useful arts 33 4 13 54 26 38 43 201 .
Fine arts 16 1 12 29 17 233 34 137
Literature 40 13 38 85 o7 60 61 353
Travel 44 39 49 114 85 08 108 535
Biography 33 6 131 36 38 27 18 159
History 45 10 30 78 61 56 55 335
Fiction 359 137 264 663 381 462 439 3585
Total 589 360 554 1408 869 1010 1000 5688
Circulation by Classes. (Station)
May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals.
Philosophy 1 1 1 3
Religion 1 2 3
Sociology 1 3 3 1 3 4 & 18
Natural science 1 f g
Useful arts 4 3 g = 5
Fine arts 1 3 1 P 1 8
Literature 3 5 7 = 2 =
Travel = 3 s a 4 8 3 =
BesE=sTLy 2 ! -2 Rl =2 — . -— - -

EA o Ao e — = ——




FINANCIAL STATE
ME
1917-1g  NT

- To the Honorable Mayor ang Comm
L

jnens

iasioners:

» 1918
RECEIPTS.

aappropristion $16,000. 00
. pelance on hand 6,801.58
| fines, damages and lost books 576.11
| fees for nmon-residents 92.00
| rental collection 100.10
' interest 113.47
| other sources 85,79

POtAL wwomss s $23,738.05

EXPENDITURES.

1 salaries $7,230.15
' janitor service 795.90
' books 3,098.42
mriodicals | i
| Rtinting 31.67
 Mading 1,330.84
l Wpplies 629,33
epaize ang improvements s ol
! &@n 310.11
I “lt 278.07
* %ume 843,08
yKﬂ&g 228.75
mhsa freight and express i
l@hregt 93.06
"“‘ﬁunment; of Illinois Library association $0.60
% 263,17
*Haneous 6,954.05

%e on hand ézs.'rse.os
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT,
191718

I, Alice G. Evans, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the

mplic Library of Decatur, Illinois, do hereby certify that the
i

,ggoing statement of the condition and statistice of the Library is
4 t0 the best of my knowledge ang belief.

Secretary, Library Board.

Subsoribed and sworn to before me this day of May, 1918.

Notary Public.






Decatur, 7
, and Comnissioners, 1l., May 20, 1919,

o1ty of Decatur,
Decatur, I11.

guork of one of the Cityts greay Soclal activities for the past year.

proatur Publio Library continues to be a community force,

jiing & widex and more important place with the passing of every year.

4 {s not mexely a repository for books; it is a great educational

gitution whose influence is felt in thousands of homes, and among

Jour citizens.

Please note especlally an increase of more than 7,000 in books
iulated over the year preceding, and note that the Durfee branch

telf handled more than 13,000 volumes. Four years ago this library
wnot 1n existence. Could anything speak more eloquently of the need
ta branch library in this part of town, and the success in meeting
lsf need, than the figures as to circulation, and the fact that there
Wbeen an average of 81 visitors for every day that the Branch was
Pl

You will see that it is not the Library's policy to walt for
“ple to come and obtain books. It sendsbooks out to the people.
‘W deposit station in the Roach school has been a boon to that nelghbor-
“l, Books are now going out to the several fire stations, and %o the
"3fur and Macon County hospital. We have had branches in the schools

3“lnmu‘c)er of years These are to be increased, and it is the hope

“the Boarg and the Librarian that other deposit stations may be added.

The Library has done a vast amount of patriotic work, coO-

:D‘Tating in every way in government agencies during the war, and has

:ien

It is not surprising thab, ;
. ant should become congested;

by 3 B

ot e Library, its physical P d with

iy 1arged, and the Board is now faced W
Ments have had to be enlarssw

e stack, which is nearly filled. A suitable

Wik
o ing th
- omeosine purfee branch, as 1t will only be a matter

gy the
i =t bo nade for ands the room ghich it is now donating

! 4 3
\t-x_.. before the School Board de
thg Library.

-
7 .



In these Problemg &

d qo-operation.

- Alice G. Evans and

» gtaff. The library machinery is Tunning smoothly; patrons receive

qary sttention and courtesy., e look forward to another year of

ﬁrogresg and a.ccomplishment.

Sincerely yours,

Chairman, Board of Trustees.
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s poard of Directors,
" 4ur Free Public Libra:r:y-

:
2 Herewith is submitted the forty~-fourth annual report of the

l@ for the year ending April 30, 1919,

‘.‘.n*g

v‘.” - i

~ While the statistics show an increase along all lines and

m a busy year, they do not tell of the difficulties under which
,@ the work was accomplished.

- 8Some of the ocutstanding facts are: +the continuation of the

yﬁ‘a war service; the further extension of the Library through

w@ﬁl in two more schools, four fire houses, and the Decatur and
gﬂ%ﬁty hospital; the act of vandaliem by some degenerate, whereby
mﬂ;ﬁ@ volumes, over half of which were valuable bound periodicals,
!Mﬁu!md down the back; +the closing of the Library for more than
uu’i&eka on account of influenza; and the changes on the staff and
%xf&roe because of illness and resignation.

E” Ko inventory was taken this year because of lack of sufficlent
*11"@_1110 time it should have been done. Later, when there was an
*‘%ﬁiittmt, it was too near the close of the library year to allow

M%-%Ouch for books. Reversing the order inventory will %o taken

""Ej@tginning of the coming year,- during the vacation period when

tulation is the lightest.

LIBRARY VAR aERVICE.

"-' Not as many books were jonated for ocamp libraries ae last year

oollected were prepared and shipped scoording to directions of

b, A, Library War service committee. The largest number,
‘ . ot east to be shipped overseas. A box of reference
~slmes, were ©€ - |

were sent 10 U.S. Debarkation

Y Ana

¢ about three dozen scTapbooks
M- a The scrapbooks were made LY
ﬂe 2, Fox Hills, Staten Island. 1 librari
| ding to 2 letter aent by the hospita rarian,
™ girls and, accoT

e 3.
] -.m h eciated PY the convalescent goldier
8 mich appr
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In October 35 p and
ooks and several hundred magazines, which had
M“nected for soldiers, )

wexre sent to the S. A. T. C. at the James

Theae helped the students consider
] he quarantine period.

‘;ulﬁn university.
i ably to tide

Now that the war is over ang the soldiers

are returning, the
;Wf“nt question is "the job a2t home."®

The Library is trying to do
ypart by supplying books that will help fit the boys for their places

oyl 1ife. The American Library association hes seconded the

fute of the government in this line by sending out book lists on

dous trades and professions. Books on these lists not in the Library

sbeing added as rapidly ase poassible, =2nd it is the earnest hope of the

ftaty authorities that, continuing the library habit he formed overseas,

uy soldier and sailor in the community will find books here to help

seatn his living, as well as %o entertain and inspire him.

Throughout the year, as during the previous one, the Library
iplayed posters for all the war drivee:i- Liberty and Victory loans,
Mavings stamps, Food coneervation, United wer work fund, etc., ond
tirluted literature on the subjects.

Relics from the World's war secured by W. L. Shellabarger, Jr.
"mﬁﬁher Shellabarger have been aispla.yed in a large showcase 1in the
ﬂlrggy hall since last November, and. every, ¥inds interested observers

'«*ll{'n! these relics,- especially the "young Americans."

B ricins) war poster, designed by Howard Gilesyend denated By

“lgg mllabarger nanes in the reading room. Mr. Shellabarger also
. F] i ]

m‘h livrary a complete set of medale, puttons, ete. pertaining to
J‘ 4

H!“ﬂm:li; activities of the dgifferent war organizationse.

The Council of Nat jonal Defense, on closing 1ite work in December,

Uiy, of the Allies. These are
W84 the Library with seven 18Trge flags

g and entertainments.
"ﬁly loaned for pa.friotic meetings

- During th arantine the entire staff spent part of the time
ng the qu

£iling women's regl
jonal Defense, and clipping the loocal

atration cards for the

was closed in

2

[i’diﬂsion Council of Nat

WE}” a war scrapbook.
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The Library closed at noon, November 11, for the "

- peace parade,"
3“30 ﬂt&ff marched in a bOdy. P

ench
A TFr war orphan was adopted by the astaff in February.

CONTENTS AND ACCESSIONS.
The Library added 3,958 volumes during the year:

3,415 by
qhase, 138 by donation, 288 by magazines bound, snd 17 books were

wnd_“lhich were missing previously. There were withdrawn 1,289 volumes,

Jng the net gain 2,569.  The total number of volumes in the Library
A%, 1919, 1s 42,019, '

The three points kept in mind when adding to the Library were-
-t ged books on subjects most in demand; 2- to fill in weak classes;
.40 duplicate freely. Continuing its policy of keeping a live
dlection, the Library systewmatically discarded out-of-date books for
sones, Local interests were anticipated, if poesible, and material
nhased and rushed for epecial requests.

Gifts to the Library included: Alvord- Mississippi Valley in
lifsh politics, from Mrs. Ceorge D. Haworth; a volume of the Decatur
Embiiaa,ﬁ', August 1, 1867- July 23, 1868, from Mrs. B. K. Hamsher;
inlumes of the North American review and 8 volumes of the American

mﬂseyelopaedia,, from Mrs. John Ullrich; and more than 20 miscellaneous

" from Mrs. Frank Elwood.

= Among the important purchases may be mentioned:

f Furope. BV
- .Abb“t“ Eme:sangbrary of Southern literature. 16v.
i dorman & - t of modern Europe.

' - Historical developmen
énagll;ﬂ;ge history of American literature. Velo

Conyngton~  Business la”'y of labour in the United States. 3v.

Commons & others-— Histor

atre. |
Craig- ]Tgow&i_'ggtﬁr?:; :ﬁg wholesale industries of Illinoie.3v. |
' iﬁiﬁ:f‘ Tater purificatiod. . rme
Farrow- pictionary of miliZary

Franck- Vagabonding down the Andes.

Grangexr- index to poetry

? and rec itations.
= r
al ;' a i 7

| gx Hm;j_ gan- g¢andard 12

& 12.
ort stories, 1900-1914.
ters of Joel Chandler Harrie.

- " Life and 1et ‘ er.
Harris | neadwaters of Peace gﬂlyer. 1823-1912. 3w

~ Heworth- On the

Holmesn Life and 1etters of Robert
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Johnson- Histor
of ;
Johnsgl,:e United States. gy "0l0 @nd forelgn commerce of
' - Princi ol
blast furnace, Ples, operation and products of the

Ilt‘m_)wlson- Originality
app- Federal rules
Lowther & Worthinetem ond regulations.
B horticulture. on s Encyclopedia of practical
Mallory- U. S. compiled
Parsons- Interior decoragtiz:?tee' s
gaamaekiia- Kultur in cartoons
oosevelt- Life histories of Afri
Sint oharv. can game animals. BV,
a Euroga. Héitiory Of criticiem and literary taste in
Stephens- Madame Adam.
Strachey- Eminent Victoriana.
Svensen- Handbook on piping.

United States catalog. Supplement, 1912-1917.
Vier- Everyman's music library. 10v.

LOAN DEPARTMENT.

Registration. ‘
Main Branch
Adult. Child. Adult. Child. Total.
g in force May 1, 1918 6,286 2,667 133_ 540 9,616
nowers registered 1,527 861 28 190 2,604 T
mower's cards cancelled 1,477 549 . 39 2,045
e dn force April 30, 1919 6,338 2,979 149 701 10,165
tisident carde purchased 07
‘wsent oards issued 13
_Circulation.

The circulation shows a substantial increase of 7,194, in spite
he Iibrary being closed for three weeks in October on account of the
"ilenge of influenza. 154,738 books were circulated through all of
M’;hﬂxy agencies, as against 147,554 lest year.  Taken by departments
“iﬁh loaned have -been as follows: main department- 90,410;

%ugw' department- 37,536; Durfee branch- 13,541, schopl libraries-
m}“ 8tationg - 4,285, Both the largest and smallest days at the Main

%ourred in November, 1,487 books pbeing issued on November 3, the
oo _ ’

1‘ _.',_-.:.

% after the three weeks' closing, ,
i in the day to celebrate the signing of the
y .

and 32 books on November 11, when

@Wy was olosed earl

; tion in the maln depart- |
ét:lt 1§ 8, noticeable fa,ct th&t the Cirf'ulﬂ. t

the early months of the year,

though showing e decrease guring
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m pooks were neglecteg
) Oon as war activities
ad more stremuously th

.. an ever,
T eff heo )
Yy eitort has been mage to promote the cirecul

Eve

) ation of worth
fle books.  Far books have retained their popularity in a large

qure, although the demand 15 pow for comprehensive histories of the

gtather than reminiscences, Many books on the League of nations

pbeen purchased, and these have been much sought after. Pamphlets

,tte same subject were obtaineq in quantities fo‘r free distribution.

READING ROOM.

The reading room has been used for patriotic publicity,-
m, posters, civil service announcements, and other officizl notices
g regularly displayed.

The Sunday afternoon attendance in this room and the reference
Wi¥as: 728 men, 524 women, and 183 children, making a total of 1,435,

New periodicals added were:

Les annales.

Asla,

Journal of education.
lental hygiene.

National builder.

Pan American union. Bulletin. Spanish edition.
Pedagogical seminary.
Pictorial review.
Quarterly review.
Teachers'! College record.
United States bulletin.

REFFRENCE _DEPARTMENT.

4 use of the reference department.

There has been increase

il {8 the eatimated number of books used in the Library. Many

m“ﬁlphies have been prepared for debaters and those engaged in

“ oy 1 cooperation with the
miﬂnlax‘ study. There has heen the usua P

heir use.

%n
e rences for ¢
'}*-tad elube in supplying refe

A few of the subjects on which information was

o

desired are as
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Child labor 14,
Scientific 1’103;8 in T1linoig,

accompligh
Induetrial comm, Plished by migsionarie
Historic belis, . hous ing Schemes, o
Flags, flowers -

Sshoole Zop mou;—::’lgison.,s of our Alliesn.
French salons.,

Far art ang poetry.

There are now in thise departm

ent 3,377 books, 4,850 bound
foddeals and 3,314 public documente .

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT.

1§ was a great trial to many children when the doors of the

mty ¢losed in the fall during the influenza epidemiec, and when the

i§ 1ifted in November the smiling crowds of children with their
dsof sppreciation caused one %o realize, in a measure, what the books
nighed by the Library mean to the children. The opening day, -
ndey, November 23, was the big day of the year,- 382 books were circu-
M:&a& the department was open during the evening. Peace Day we
luledrated, - only 8 books were issued. Fach month after October
‘W8 dn increase in the circulation until the total reached
'rfﬂ'_heklu, a gain of 828 over last year.

- In effort has been made to aid the students in their bock
"ht’i_'bw largely duplicating the titles on their reading lists.

~ The two etereoscopes and the viewe of Illinois have been 8o
:h!‘-é-ih&t more are to be added showing something of the late war,

18 the extension work grows, more and more are there demands
"‘i 449 booke from this department are being used at the stations.

In February the pupile of the upper grades of the E. A. Gastman
%1?“, shown over the library and had the catalog and arrangement
IW explained to them. They were much interested in "their own

‘\l* :

0 those not already card holders took out applications,

= The dded thie year 1,050 books, making a total of 6,165
-~ lhere were adde ' .
creased until there are

000 the sholves, The borrowers have in

£ 312.

8 in force, a gain ©
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of the
and at another time with those of the

> 2nd told the story lesson. On Easter

ik  told stories ot the Junior chureh service of the Second
ian church,

Valent ine atories were told at the Lincoln school

@mthars entertained the children.

3 A% a meeting of the Daggett
".;ten mothers, Aprid 29,

she spoke on the"Value of the story"
| & few stories to the little children present.

“@ of ohildren's books from the Library

Many good

were shown.

CATALOGING DEPARTMENT.

- During the year 2,978 new books were added and 880 were replaced,

\nég 17 books found which had been missing, making the total number

,_‘i'u added 3,538,~ an increase of 652 over the number added the

m@ year. These were distributed as follows: Main library- 3,184,
ﬂ@meh- 475, and School libraries- 199,

% The department handled 10,618 catalog cards. O0f these 4,722

Upinted carde from the Library of Congress, 3,494 were typed, and

7"'-"5 long-needed change was made by moving the cataloging depart-
0 the large esoutheast room on the second floor. The old room,
been used since the opening of the building in 1903, was out-

des beingz poorly located for the work. The new room is

ldaptad for the purpose in many wWays,= being large, well-lighted,

S and in fitted up with every convenience. There are disad-

n tairs cataloging Troom but the adventages far ontmmbex
i an upsta i

istant on full time.
iven a trained asse
cataloger has been &

¥ snd expert help, this department may hope

nient place to WOT

v Ars.
t up with the accumulated work of several ye
oRL up

BINDING AND MENDING.

olumes bound was 1,593, of which 287 were

"‘,a . of v
| jeuataidd 265 books were mended in the Library.

{ and 1,306 hooks.
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EXTENSION DEPARTMENT.
g rn,g extension depart

™
ent of the Library now conaists of 13
g¢ 1 Branch, 8 Schoel libraries ang @ Stationas.

B ., The total
@f pieks leaued for the year 1o 26,792, an increase of 10,797
gius year.

B Burfee Branch.

‘%

=

;’ The Branch at Durfee school is filling every corner of the

Mrw it 18 a question how long we can remain in so small a room,

ﬂlﬁﬁ gpace is needed immediantely and more seating capacity could

l'ﬂﬁ at any time. More reference use of the library ie noticeable,

ﬁiﬂhﬂ ¢ollection 1s being rounded out, Durfee is relying more and

mﬁ her own books.

ﬂnited States war posters and a knot-board, showing many knote
ﬁl:ﬁ the Boy scouts and loaned to us by them, have kept the bulletin
”@:ﬁ"!’aﬁtive. Help of a library assistant has been needed during
"ﬁ%&l‘t ggason, instead of page help, and the assipgnment of different
WE"’ the staff at Durfee during these busy times, has been of great
t"‘hh The total number of books circulated for the year is 13,541,
}@iue of 4,098. An sttempt has becn made to count the visitors to

a@lﬂ each day, and the number, 11,557 for the year, gives a

“‘@mge of 81.

3‘ . Schoels.

4‘.'

- lt the end of the school year but the beginning of the library

lagt ﬁuy a bulletin giving the comparative report of the School
?

for the years 191 5-1917 & 1917-1218 was issued and sent to these

WWaa B aidax to gtimulate the jnterest and show what each school had
| Duri the summer an extensive list of books of geography

25 lementary reading following the course of study in
1 for supplement

hools early in the fall.
t to each of the sc¢
8, was compiled and een

4 sent to every grade
this duplicated an
lsor of the Crades had

g g, etin was issued
S0 the gystem. Laber,

about January, another bull
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LIBRARYANYE
REPORT,
1918-19.

';ﬂmeﬂy. ltems of news of the School librari
aries,

- The Superintendent LR
g asked to g
_;;;11 ask have this sent to each echool i

: in order to make o | |
o) 88k 1tﬂelf the quention- "A each |"",l .
o e we using the Library as we should"?

‘-. _:‘;'“ were mwoet gratifying and apparent in many ways.

~ 0n January 13 Pugh school opemed its School library. It hes e
@ porrowers than booke from the beginning and wants an adequate ' ‘J‘x\&
1@}"“ the coming year. 5

= The beet that could be
-.&a classroon colleetion of 30 books, borrowed from the children's

9
m@é exchanreable in eix weeke' time. ;’:
10

?‘ A
ﬁ V¥arren achool asked for = colleetion. T

% Visits have been made at all of the schools and the extension .
'@m has spoken to the children sbout books and reading at Jackson, ‘_,—‘1‘
ml and Warren schools, Interest and appreciation have been
maa gverywhere and the count showe that 8,266 books have been
hﬂﬁﬂd. This ie an increase over last year of 3,278. Many, many f"*""}"-l

4 are needed for the School collectiom, end 1% is noped that

1: will be added to the l1iet, aleso.

Devnoasit Stat ion.

‘1t the beginning of the 1ibrary year 1918-1919, the Deposit

was opened to the children of that community, where formerly only

8 were eligible. Thias, of course, absorbed the Roach school

i in mid-season the work crew very intensive. The assistance

a library ansistant has been necessary, and

¢ and, occasionally,

plication of books for use at the atation has given the needed

The increase in circulation has peen steady, the total for the

jont's need now is room for 1its exclusive use,

ST A R A e S U S 2

quire the library at-

chool and cannot ac

e erwige would. !
=% 84 give agvantages 1% oth I

_New Stetions. H H |

1 la.r " 15 4 collections of 20 books each were sent to the 4 fire
. Harch 15, co

a similar collection wae sent to the

" the c¢ity and O1 april 15,
ospital foT th

g and pat ients.

" . e use of the nurseé
| Magon County
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- There

EXHIBITIONS.

_.______________-___-

was an exh
ibitian of the Pa.intinas of Nicholas R. Brewor.

wanty-seven contempor
7‘.:}: 7 porary artists, held in the Library by the
Art League in November. The prortrait of Mra., Fvane, the

tle J which Mr. Brewer had juet finisheg

; » was the chief attraction
f thibition.

It ia the custom of the arti=t to paint the portrait
rominent person in the community where he holde an exhibition,

!vms wae the Tirst choice of the directors of the Municipal

» This portrait, which was purchased jointly by the Municipsl

and the Directors of the Public library, is hung on the north

reading room. "T11 incis libraries,” the bulletin of the

' Mre. Evans in its initial number, Jamuary, 1919,

:?,l; The statuette of Diane, lozned by the trustees of the Millikin

placed in the hall upstairs.

RUILDING _AND CROUNDS.

'il'rhe largest improvement was the fitting up of the new cataloging

i the second floor with shelving and cup'boards, having the lights
i uad the floor covered with cork ca.rpet. A new desk was purchased
4 eataloging room which is now used by the librarian's secretary.

‘W for this room for on office was sanother reason for moving the

98ing depar tment .
" walle in the study roomp, 1ibrarian's and secretary's rooms

The lower stackse where the bound periodicals are shelved

A display case and more stools were placed in the
 Toom.

rubs were planted near the building, and rows of Japanese

bed at front and side entrances.
taken ©tO enlarge the stackroom and the roomse
e %

éps must soon b
y the problem of shelving the books in

' the stacks. Alread
TP . s and either the purchase of books must cease
%8 ia becoming acute, =%

W88 4o pyy them be planned:
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THE _STAPF,

‘!'hore were many changes on the staff and building forece through-

J”’-" owing to resiomations and illness.

ﬂra. Evans was granted a leave~of-absence and spent this much-
r of rest in California with relatives and friends, leaving
November and returning in February.
Mise Clara Baker and Miss Bernice Brand both had influenza laet
Nervous prostration followed in Miss Brand's case and she is still

1; return to work.

| ¥iss Flasie Lewman resicned in Aupust to attend the James Millikin
rsity.

-;_Iiss VYera Cher accepted a temporary position on the staff March 1.
i“"*w was connected with the Decatur library several years ago but came
uihe staff of the University of Illinois library.

_?_Jias Bernice Barbey and Miss Ethyl Davis took the examination

as apprentices. Miss Barbey became a member of the staff

and Miss Davis Jamuary 8.

:. "?li,u Frances Warner, of the senior class of the U.of I. Library
ent a month here in practice work, January 13- February 8,

. & valuable assistant.

’nma was a continuous change of pages,- Von Brubeck, leaving in

as mcceeded by Maurice Atkinson, Ralph MecNeil, Bennett Bradley,

Sternbere The last named began work in October and 1s atill

2.

work at the Murfee pranch became 80 mach heavier f:hat, instead

"y service, some of the younger aassistants from the Main
Page >

;-_s» socheduled to help the extension librarian.

he Depoait station.
| %‘Mzme mare has been pace ab 5

) no £07 fifteen yeare served so faithfully as janitor,
-".U io F\i‘nk, who
" B.F.Garver.
n September to mOVe to Detroit. He was succeeded by

4 em
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LIBRARY CONVENTIONS.

¢ librarian ot
m tended the annual conference of the American

atl a
musoci on at Saratogs Springs, July 1-8, and spent the following

st conf
,mw, PO erence meeting at Lake Placid, New York.

. . The state convention, whiech was to have been held in Peoria, was

aﬂﬁﬁ'.‘d because of the prevalence of influenza st that time

. LIBRARY VISITORS.

students of the Library echool of the Univeraity of Illinois,
.‘“.;ﬁg of the instructors, visited the Library, May 18, on their

uisl tour of observance.

NEWSPAPERS.

Hearty thanks are due the newspapers for their courtesy in

itlag book liste and library news, also for furnishing free copies of

it pspers for binding.

LIBRARY BOARD AND STAFF,

¢ 1t i a pleasure to acknowledge the willing and faithful services

“llﬁnﬁ’ during an unusually hard year.

" Beginning with this year, the Library Board has agaln coneisted

“@lenbera, as had always been the case previcus to the time of the

% form of government. At that time the law was construed to

h@ Board should consist of but three members;
~hout the state there was no uniformity

later the Decatur

Ohanged to five.  Throus

y-general gave the decision that the state law called

attorne

1iberal policy and cooperation in all

y and community.

ereats of the librar
port uniformly

8 for the best int
-.'.ﬁ_"th grateful apbreciation for the cordial sup
3 accompliash greater things next

d with hgpes that torether We may

9 report is respectfully gubmitted.

M;,L/‘ér. Coveitd.,

Librarian.
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APPENDIX.

Contents of Library

- e
S TS e e ——
— e —
- - —
S e g =
D e D e D s
- rm ——-—

39450

| 3
jjiitions: 9,450
purchase inew) _____________

y renewal) ——memee—. . TTTTTETmeos 3552
L 863
S 138
sooke found (previously missing) —------------ - _17

108808" Total added -—---- 3858
forn out and withdrawn ——---—-e e~ 13244
lost and paid for e R e a5
fesrrand not paid for ————— e LR 17
Destroyed on account of contagious diseases —-=-w-=- 3
Total logg —-———=-== 1389
4830, 1919~ Dbooks on hand ——-—-——--—~=—-——=-—-m—esm—s—ooossss 42,019
Accessions according to Classification.
No.vols.in Additions Withdrawals No.vols.in Pex
Lib'y May (new and (worn out Lib'y April  cent
1,1918 renewal) and 30,1919
missing)
el works 2820 152 14 4058 9.66
{osophy 541 33 5 569  1.35
lglon 1357 54 40 1371 3.08
iology 4251 497 108 4640 11.04
‘.nology 130 4 ; 1 133 .33
el goience 3095 144 59 2180  5.19
Ml artgs 2787 285 23 3030 7.81
% artg 1875 141 30 1988  4.73
lirg] 2172 184 58 2298 5.47
mo ommo “ R R
s 2838 1520 748 11531 37.44
“im booke 191 24
i 42019
4 39450 3858 1289
Division by Depa.rtmenta.
b 518 23595
:ﬂlr“}ng bks. 323388 13?8 617 5576
heol's bkg, 5143 105 38 3377
e bks, 2386 L 2 4850
"o, 4610 s 3314
g S008. 3278 475 51 1336
) 912 199 61 o7l
e eoln, 833
W 3858 1289 43019



May.
Generel works 16
Philosophy 78
Religion 57
Soclology 317
Philology 7

Natural science 71

Useful arts 163
Fine arts 174
Literature 367
Travel 65
Biography 113
» History 538
~ Fiection 4960
Foreign books 33
Magazines 179
Rental coll. 153
Total 7181
Days open 26
Daily average 276
Largest day 468
Smaellest day 193

June.

17
54
38
131

33
134
90
235
71
50
367
4761
233
187
169

8350

25
254
468
138

July, Aug.
16 15
76 63
69 49
103 107
4
59 46
116 108
73 75
207 150
95 43
45 39
361 339
5301 5304
27 39
103 138
186 147
6837 6556
26 27
263 343
456 453
130 133

Total pumber of books jesued during year 19

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

Circulation by Classes.

Sept.

9
93
64

139

65
169
74
260
82
63
373
4769
28
149
132

6468

24
370
480
186

18-191°

Oct.

3
33
37
57

d
26
53
53

148
32
38

166

1894

78
48

3668

11
343
440

87

1918-19
APPENDIX.
(Adult)
Nov. Dec. Jan.
21 22 83
78 80 103
83 87 96
168 189 2333
9 13 7
81 81 86
169 174 210
163 134 350
410 407 587
73 102 188
102 115 174
486 399 487
6169 5414 6820
i 3 16 30
241 166 310
141 121 218
8421 7530 9696
24 25 26
351 301 373
1105 875 620
26 146 182
154, 7 38

Feb.

8
108
110
374

2
118
307
196
500
143
819
417

8296
a0
198
176

89923

33
391

739
301

Mar.

14
137
93
366
5
1268
330
257
589
160
180
505
7370
26

- 194
218

10480

36
403

750
363

(Main library.

Apr.

13
113
89
337

114
333
2338
S77
115
119
389
6553
13
176
185

9261

36
356
619
338

branch,

Books
loaned
Per in
Totals. cent. room
176 .19 2598
9¢e9% 1.10 118
873 .96 331
2311 2,56 897
54 .08 48
906 1.00 874
1964 S.17 578
1771 1.96 596
4437 4.921 720
1163 1,89 3l6
1256 1.39 301
4807 5.33 1052
65511 72 .46 301
276 .3l 26
8013 B.20 3374
1894 3.09
90410 12094
289
313

schools and stations)

. —

e




LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

1918-19 i
APPENDIX. %
Circulation by Classes. (Juvenile) \
Books
loaned i
Per in |
May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals. cent. room |
General works 9 9 13 7 3 3 13 13 11 9 27 1% 133 <35
Philosophy 1 1 '3 B 1
Religion 27 28 o4 16 16 5 34 39 35 35 43 35 317 .84
Sociology 374 318 356 387 281 109 413 437 504 443 584 453 4546 123.11
Philology & 1
Natural science 81 66 69 70 60 31 88 79 95 83 107 108 937 2.47
Useful arts 37 33 29 30 26 17 46 37 45 58 78 50 487 1.24
Fine arts 68 69 87 87 59 25 93 83 75 68 89 76 848 3.26
Literature 208 128 174 155 123 41 317 2396 182 307 357 356 2243 5.98
Travel 63 46 39 43 29 33 50 51 53 76 134 105 700 189
2 Bicgraphy 38 28 26 13 38 20 56 37 53 76 71 43 499  1.33
History 67 44 55 49 40 16 78 70 84 101 94 90 788 8.28
Ficticn 2030 2028 2298 2055 1568 605 2415 2061 2527 23548 3109 2646 25881 68.%§
Magazines 10 11 19 9 14 6 20 31 33 16 13 9 101 o<
Total 2993 2798 3148 2830 2356 820 3506 33138 3699 3720 4607 3887 37536 177
36 389
Days open 26 35 26 27 24 11 24 35 36 33 26
Daily average 114 112 131 104 94 81 147 128 142 %sg %gg ;;:g 130
Largest day 183 179 173 161 160 114 382 287 375 30 2o -
Smallest day 65 43 73 60 55 15 6 53 79




LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. |

1918-19 |
APPENDIX.
Circulation by Classes. (Branch) \
|
Per |
May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. TFeb. Mar. Apr. Totals. cent. '
Philosophy 1 3 3 L 8 .05 ﬁ
Religion 3 1 3 1 6 & 3 7 18 11 14 S 79 .58 1
Sociology 135 86 73 83 108 87 118 331 246 193 345 239 1842 13.80 *
Philology 2 1 1 4 .03
Natural science 49 17 10 14 23 23 32 Ad TS 83 92 78 519 3.83
Useful arts 24 7 11 10 18 9 13 20 38 33 39 43 262 1.93
Fine arts 29 18 17 13 10 11 16 29 33 32 35 34 276 3.04
Literature 86 61 52 39 53 37 61 108 133 111 131 113 963 7.11
Travel ' 80 38 39 18 27 19 a7 59 75 79 118 113 6923 5.11
© Biography 36 15 9 14 19 17 24 29 45 51 54 45 348 8.57
Hiastory 68 60 4] 24 48 41 57 86 133 118 121 115 013 6.74
Fiction 660 432 383 320 407 299 419 668 9219 849 980 087 "263 53.84
Foéreign books 1 1 3 7 i 1 1 1 3 18 .13
Magazines 42 29 23 a7 26 18 50 41 34 21 35 22 357 3.64
Total 1302 765 654 569 743 564 831 1323 1741 1563 1846 1741 13541
Days open 13 13 12 14 12 6 8 13 14 13 13 13 141
Daily average 93 63 54 40 61 94 103 101 134 130 153 133 96
Largest day 183 147 83 78 124 137 181 193 236 226 287 354
Smallest day 57 15 13 16 11 7d 53 19 59 69 89 53




LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. \

1918-19 |
APPENDIX. ’
Circulation by Classes. (Schoolse) \
May. Oet. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals. s
Religion 33 3 18 15 36 34 54 56 248 |
Sociology 135 38 123 113 202 183 198 1594 1175 ;
Natural science 88 14 65 58 133 118 150 133 739 |
Useful arts 44 5 35 37 65 39 79 55 349 i
Fine arts 51 3 24 D 45 44 50 39 371 1
Literature 73 5 44 4.4, 84 63 75 T 459 |
Travel 105 17 68 89 162 118 163 104 835
Biography 38 3 11 10 40 68 63 54 2386
History 52 7 56 56 137 147 132 87 874
Fiction 464 78 370 310 654 582 814 868 3240
Total 1082 162 813 737 1548 1396 1999 1451 8966
- S
i
Circulation by Classes. (Stations)
May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct, Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals.
General works 1 -
Philosophy 2 4 3 3 1 6 18
Religion 1 3 2 3 4 K] 4 19
Sociology 4. 7 18 13 14 3 29 79 98 78 103 5% 499
Natural science 1 2 1 2 8 11 13 s 13 63
Useful arts 2 ;8 1 4 10 11 13 13 5 58
Fine artse 1 3 e 10 10 14 17 9 36§
Literature 5 186 17 8 13 3 10 38 36 39 36 ag 35
Travel =) 3 1 3 2 lg f? 31_'2 %2 =) 81
Bigemeony i e G T R Ul e -

e A



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

1918-19
APPENDIX.
Circulation by Classes. (Schools)

May. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Totals.

Religion 33 3 18 15 36 34 54 56 248

Sociology 135 28 122 113 302 183 198 194 1175

Natural science 88 14 65 58 133 118 150 133 739

Useful arts 4.4 5 35 a7 65 39 79 55 349

Fine arts Bl 3 24 15 45 44 50 39 371

Literature 73 5] 44 44 84 63 75 71 459

Travel 105 17 68 89 162 118 1623 104 885

Biography 38 3 11 10 40 68 63 54 386

History 53 7 56 56 137 147 132 87 6874

Fiction 464 78 370 310 654 582 814 668 3240

Total 1083 163 813 o 1548 1396 1777 1451 88566

r\ T T T T T TSI,
—
Circulation by Classes. (Stations)
May, June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar.  Apr. Totals.
General works 1 z
Philosophy 3 4 3 3 1 6 18
Religion 1 3 1 3 4 3 4 19
Soclology 1 7 18 13 14 3 29 79 08 78 103 57 429
Natural science 1 2 1 2 8 A1 | 13 13 13 sg
Useful arts 2 1 i 4 10 11 13 13 5 2

Fine arts ! 3 iy ) 10 10 14 1.7 o 332
Literature 5 18 i) 8 13 2 1g 38 gg fi fg 33 35
ey s e Bl s b B o R S TR E S Sl 252

e e e
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FINANCIAL ST
ATEME
1918-1g  ENT.

To the Honorable Mayor and Commissioners:

,laisn:

1 herewith submit the following report of the financial
a
jion of the Public Library for the year ending April 30, 1919

RECEIPTS.
gpeopriat lon $18,000.00 ‘
wlance on hand 6,954.05
tines, damages and lost books 727.80
yes for non-res idents 96.50
antel collection 94.70
inerest 88.43
(ther eources 70.93
Total ————=—====-== $26,033.40
EXPENDITURES.
selardes $8,388.95
jmitor service 778.85
hoks 3,483.37
kriodicals 603.13
Mnding | 1,363.63
mplie 533.39
Upeirs and improvements 488,50
light 326.923
hagt 530,59
(. 635.35
ring 214.50
mﬁl‘eat 191.80
m‘“!ance 538 .00
131.04

"btage, freight and expres”

: 608.00 1879434
. 7,838, 06

)
Hance on hand #26,033.40
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Decatur, I11., May 1920,

1 the Mayor and Comwiassioners
D

nmtur, f11.

jentlemens

The annual report of the Librarian epeaks for itself.

fy is the record of a preat year, one in which ciroulation
jook another long leap, surpaesing the previous year by 25,197.

Circulation tells a part of the story, but not all.

fp find the worth of the Library to the community we should
mve to g0 into esuch guestions as the help accorded to inquir-
igg students by = friendly word of sugrestion, the satiefac-
on which comes from browsins among the pericdicals in the
eading room, and the pleasure civen to little people by the
pours paesed in the brisht cheerful children's room looking at
pletures. 0f these thinge no adequate records can be kepnt;
fhey cannot be measured DY cold firsures.

The Library is sowething mwore than a depository for
bund volumes. Tt is a stimulating, socializing influence,
lending iteelf to every zood movement calculated to make this
L better place to live in. T¢ is not content that people
thould merely come to it. The Library is going out to the
Rople se never before. The 1ittle Branch in the Durfee

sh-
®hool is o veritable center of jpnfluence. Li8 accomplis

Mnts and gaine never cease b0 .atound. Please note, 100,

ions
that book collections are coing cut to all four fire stations,

'7d- YOEOCIAO
o of the largest 1ocal jndustries, and the Rallroa 5

hool
0% $o0 speak of the repulal peposit stab jon in Roach 8¢

ies- can
4 9 sehool 1ibraries. Eighteen extension agenc "

catur's size point to & finer record?

: 211 these accomplishments, of course, mean new a
g ay t t a. 11y
AV Board, 18 ’16 5 O 3 o | |
w4 !ed-: and 0109 y

penditures next year the Foard,

ﬁi‘ﬂ%- In view of jnoreased €X




ter consultation with the

Commis=ioner of finance and the
wporation couneel, deenm

&
1t advieable that the full limit
of one and one-fthird mille for library purno

) cgee be levied,
and reapectfully reaquests your body to make this levy

Because our tenancy of the Durfee school ie pre-
arions, the Board has regarded it os essential to look for
g permanent location, and has cone so far as to have plans
jravn for & branch bulldine on the rear of the No.4 fire house

¢, Because of certaln complexities, however, the Board does

pot feel disposed %o build this vear. Ite desire, however, 1s

to oreate a balance *hat can be used for bullding purposes wEbD
needed.

In accordance with past custom and the law passed by
the last sescion of the Lerislature, there is attached hereto
u estirote of appropriation and expenditures for the coming
par, which we trust »111 meet with vour approval.

Death took from the Board in J. E. Osborne & moet
wlusble member, whose loes tO us snd the comrunity we have
nwted in proper resolutions. ¥y . Osborne entered upon his
01k with fine enthusiaam, and it ie a matter of deep repret
that the community ecould not nave had his services longer.

The Board would be uncracious 1f¥ 4t did not comnend
Mot who make the Library the brosdly ueeful inetitution 1% 18-

n f1 ine he: -fifth
Its, Alice G. Evane, 1ipreria now finishing her forty

&)

n,
86T of service, 2nd ecor +o e honere hy the American Library
“» =LELAWA - Iy a-

g neé - wenty=-
Wocistion, whose convention ahe is attending for the t y

Minm the efficient cataloger,
tn time in June; 4is® Minnie Dill,

ds and
Tho thareg Mre Fyans ag_uaintgmce with the public nee

' trained and
fhtleagg of library organization; and the other 3

'mmnﬁibl-e wembhers oF the etaff.

nig occaslon to express 118 deep

The Board tuke® t

nued jnterest of the MayoT and

Bty nti
Wification at the ©° e
%1 G our bodY has always recelved us courteously,
“Migaioners., Theb ¥



pé coincided with oy

jo do with making

jag the morale of

me to the Corpors

fugrestions

S0 willingly has had much
2 aervice g

the Boara®

% pleasure and strengthen-
the Library ag o vhole, Thunks are also
tion counsel for hls help and advice.

S

Beard of Trustees.
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o the Board of Dire

ct
Decatur Free Publie 1.2

ic Libr&ry:

Herewith is submitted the forty-fift¢h

annual report
of the Lib!&ﬂy for the year ending April 30 19
o H] h

230,

A summery of the work for the past year shows &

greetly increased use of library fae ilities. 1In view of

wyerse conditions, unusual progress has been mede. In the

circulation of books, in reference use, in the number of

sgencles through which library service is extended, in resources

-

vith which to meet this incressed demand, - in all of these ‘

respecte the Library has grown remarkably.

Fumerous changes on the staff, with consequent read-
juetment, have been difficulties in the way of rendering even
2 larger service. Some of the departments have been without
heads for periode of several months, The extension work has
been divided smong different members of the staff, there being
10 one actively in charge of this department for the greater
nrt of the year. Book vurchases have had to be cut down
itmewhat, owinpg to the fact that the Librery wae without a

titeloger for almost three monthe.

CONTENTS AND ACCESSIONS

There are now 43,801 volumes in the Library.
% the 3,601 volumes added during the year, 3,125 were pur-

®haged 238 were donated, 231 were bound magazines, and 7 were
? {= A

books found which had been miesing previously. The with-

““&13 numbered 1,819, divided as follows: 1,575 worn out,

% lost ang ja for, 46 108t and not pald for, and 165 missing
ana pa »

y w 1lly
4 @ in inventor a@ unusua
t 111ventory. The number miesing

an 1.
l'*se 81 o inventory had peen taken for a year and a ha
g ] nee n




7

LIBRART ANt o
ARIAN'S ppp
1910.2q = ORT

¥any pamphletgq Were adseq

The filing case in

yo reference room is oy almost Entirely filileqg

The size of the school Collec

Baker(-l- Concordance to the roetical ang
Tamatlec workg of Alfred, lorg Tennyaon.
giowix—i &Maigery of the Far East.
eriein & othera- Practica
Ssus i al book of interior
Faris- Seeing Pennsylvania,

Hastings- Dictionary of the A

g rostolic Church. 2v.
Hornblow- History of the theatre in America, av.,
Librery of factory management. Ev.

Miller & Singewald- Mineral deposits of
South America.

New internationsl encyclopedia. Wew ed.

Onione- Shakespeare's Encland. av.

Raymond- Elements of railroad engineering.

Reynolde- After-war atlas and gazetteer of the world.

Simonds- History of the world war. 3V,

Thayer- Theodore Roosevelt.

Wenstroem & Harlock- Sredish-English dictionary.

¥hitlock- Belgium. 2v.

Wilcox- Encyclopedia of Latin America.

24v,

_LOAN DEPARTMENT

Regigtration

There are now 10,801 borrowers, a gain of 536 for
the year,

At the Main library 1,841 adults and 882 children
"glatered, The number of adult cards cancelled was 1,602

W Juvenile cards, 695. " This leaves the number of cards

l‘-.fo._ree as follows: a2dult- 6,575; juvenile- 3,166.

Durfee branch, with 164 registrations and 154 expired
2
‘ en.
"4, hag 173 adult borrowers and 687 c¢hildr
There were 106 non-resident cards purchased and

i ®ards {geped to transients.

Circulation

With inocrease of more than 25,000 over last year,
an

r hed,
"y Oireulation is by far the largeet the Library has eve
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fea7 follows:

lin library 2229219 1219-30  Per cent of increase
Adult dept. 20,410

(hildrenis dept. 37’ 536 b 11.85

Beanch 13,541 13,914 S Bt

Sohools 8,966 13,808 53.08

Stations 4,285 8271 e

Total 154,738 179,835 18.22

February 21, with a circulation of 1,044, was the

lgest day at the Maln library, end Maroh 4, with only
832 books issued, was the smallest. The average daily circu-

lation was 475,

There has been a noticeable change in the type of
books most in demand. Only about 2 per cent of the books
tirculated have been histories, while last year more than
S per cent belonged to this class. The deerease is due to
lessened interest in wer books, which were so widely read
thile the war lasted. On the other hand, we find some of the
ﬂher classes, particularly literature, ruch more popular than
!ormrly, Poetry and drama had many readers. Technical and
Welness books were also in constant use. Some of the most

Wplar books of non-fiction have been "The education of

n
U!nry AMams) " "Theodore Roosevelt's Jetters to his children,

"
Bfinkwatercﬂ " pprsham Lincoln,” and Hyslop's "Life after death.

READING ROOM
n the reading room 266 periodicals,

There are on Tile &

W0 The following new periodicals have

9f which are gifte.

"'en added: American journa.l of public health, American natu-

roed
'm't. Banker's magazine, OPen .

and the Theatre arts magazine.
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The total Suna ay attendance

for the year was 1,535~
8 men, 520 women ang 137 children

RYFERENCE DEPARTMENT

Requests for information have come in steadily

and
moh aseistance has been piven

patrons, Typical of the
wnried subjects looked up are the followine:

Centenaries of 1920,
Revenue from texation.
Animals in literature,

Miscionary work amonmthe Armenians
Intelligence tests. 2 - .

Instruction upon the use of the Library has been given

geveral classes of school children. Practically one entire

day wae devoted to the science clasces from the High school.
The arrangement of the booke, use of the card catalog and of
the reference resources were explained.

Students have used the Library more than ever before,
ind the reference rooms were often cvercrowded. During one
tless period the Latin clans from the High school met in the
bbrery., Their purpose in meetine here wae to make a study
o Greek and Roman sculpture in connection with their clase
Wk, The Librarian mzde & 11ttle talk on the original of
the statuette of Diana and other notable works of sculpture

Yhieh she hed seen.
In order to bring about closer cooperation between

Megh school ang Library, the reference librarian talked before

r.
the high school teachers early i the school yea

Th timated number of books consulted in the Library
e estimat
Wring the year was 13,000.

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT
. ar in the children's depar t-

This hae been & bhusy Ve

da coal famine closed the schools at times
c

Yeng,

Sicknesge an
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_ the year, ang our warm e
wring 4 bright room hag attracted 4nh
= b
ldren as neve s 716
Ohi dre b i be_. ore, The total cireulat ion wag 44 1
» »
Per cent over lagt year

gov hae 3,166 borrowers,

g inerease of 19
The department

The bie month of the year was November.

1thildrente Book Week, » November 10-18, was observed Letters

wre sent o all the mothers! olubs 1n the city; notices

sppeared in the papers; lists were dlstributed; and talks were

given by ¥lse Wayne to the Ullricn Mothers' club, and by

llgs Funt to the Jasver, Riverside zna Dageett clubs. As a

result, the cireculation increased, and we find November 232
the largest day with a circulstion of 325,

The collection of books containing material for
Thanksgiving and Christmazs was ereatly ueed this year
ot enly by the city patrons, but by rural teschers as well.
hie department is being used more =nd more by our out-of-town
borrowers.

During the year the rcoom has been made more attractive

by pletures, book covers, and = collection of beautiful fairy

fale posters loaned by the Red Cros=.

FYXTENSION DEPARTMENT

The extencion department now consiste of 18 agencies:

IBra.nch 2 Sechool libraries and 8 Stations. The two hospitals
f ' Lw

¥t in their collectione, saying that while they were greatly

Y 4
Ued, there was lack of time to care for them. The tota

Maber of books issued through the extension department was

! t yvear.
H’%l’ an increase of 7,198 over last v

Durfee Branch
_Durfee Branol

hip, Durfee branch
changes in leaders
In epite of many

ance over
'1-05“ th with a cireulat jon of 13,914, an adv
= e yesrx

-
Y -
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jhe big total of 1gey year,
brary woul
fhe 14bTary would be open tne S2me time as the night school
?
ding nipgnt scheol are our regular
One afternocon instruct ion in the use of the card
ptalog and reference books Vas given two classes

gince then there ha

ud many of those atten

pefrons .

of chiléren.
2 been g noticeable increase in the use of
the reference collection. A set of "The Encyclopedies Americana®
has recently been added, =nd the children have found it a great

help,

Schools

The school libraries were sent out the second week in

October, An sdequate nmumber of books having been added during

the summer, three new librariee were added and all the collec-
tlons enlerged. Every mpublic school in the city, except those
looated only a few blocks from the Main library, now has a
tollect ion. Most of the schools have done excellent work.
% might mention that Riverside =nd Dennis led, one with a
tlroulation of 2,881, and the other with 2,552. The total

Mreulation was 13,808, an increase of 4,840,

Deposit Station
The Deposit station has been housed this year in a

‘ﬁement room in the Roach school. It was open one afternoon

%4 one evenine each week until the school was closed during

the miners! strike since then we have been given the use of

the room for two mnnd one-half hours On two afternoons a week.

¢ shown
The 8c¢hool hee been overcrowded, and the children hav

: as 5,308
"‘&?‘eat interest in the 1ibrary. The total issue w 3 ;

'“lng an inecreage of 1,043. The collection of books is
nere f
1) by g changed often.

larging of the
being made for the en
With preparations

Yaon buildine. it is hoped that some repairs can be made on our
uilding, it ie T

¢ : ive use.
- oo n us for our exclus

0B, ang thet it can be give
‘.Ir

]
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- New Stations
A colleetion of 80 booka

pwfacturing company, apeiq 13,
{n the Staley factory,

was sent to the H, Mueller

Place 3 1 ibrary

and g Collection is now ready for the

Although the fire etation Collectd

Ons were mentioned
fn the last report ns

having been gent, no
bas been made of their use,

brevious record

They have been changed frequently

@ring the year and seem to be much appreciated. 208 books

wre loaned through thesge 24 agencies.

CATALOCING DEPARTMENT

The total number of additions for the year was 3,601-
4,683 new booka, C12 renewales, including 7 books found which
fere previously missing,

0f the 8,280 catalog cards added, 3,105 were printed
Wrde from the Library of Congress, and 3,175 typed. 1In
Wdltion, 2,230 cards were revised.

Altl;oupzh the personnel of the department has had several
thenge g during the year, the work has not suffered to any great
“tent, Aside from the cataloging of new books, an unusual
Wount of revision has been done. A long needed change in the
“lasificat son of easy books for children was undertaken.

Thgg necessitated ruch work but will simplify the classification

lation of
u'thiﬁ type of books in the . future. An accurmula

Mphletﬁ wae gorted ~nd prepa.red for use.

BINDING AND MENDING
e bound was 1,796. Of these,

The number of volume
1”"535 were booke and 230 periodicals.

nded by the staff numbered 2,716.
e ¥, Walter and brother,

Some of the

by G.
% d12¢10u1t mending was done bY

L ol
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pgofessimnal menderg, who

2]
bent foup days at the Library in

jecember.  More than 1,70
€Te repaired by them.

0 bQOk{’% w

~BOCKS FoR SOLDIFRS

May the 1ast ¢all wag gent out

for books for
goldiers. The Libr

%Y Tesvonded with 4 shipment of 300 books
i ot- Louls Pubise library, Altogether, st various times,
§,57C books ang 1

» 341 macazines have been sent from here st the

request of the Library war Service,

BED CROSS

The local Red Croce= Occurled one of the basement rooms

% a work room from December 20 to April 6

An interesting exhibit of posters on health, American-

ltation, etc., loanea by the Red Croes, was held in the Library
in March,

REPATRS AND IMPROVEMENTS

Yo extensive imrrovements were made during the year.
Me walls in the stack .room and children's room were entirely
lﬁdceorated, 2nd thoge in the halls, cataloging and reference
foome retonched.

The closet off the children's room was fitted up as a

tollet,

PROQPOSED BUILDING

Although no definite decision has been reached, steps
ug +

e beon 4axen toward plenning for = much needed addition to

- ilding.
the Nain building snd the erection of a new Branch building

2 building, providing
ion to the Vain
Plane for an extens

e
mll‘ged tack room and new offices, were submitted by th
sLag r m 2

bu d equipment.
%Mtec'a and estimates made on the ilding an
» >

d before
h the Librarian appeare
n ary Board and

embers of the Librar]

:1t (: f & bond 18 sue fOr th 3
t; ! jo nt the mza,tt er o i
¥ Ouncil to _.reae

| hmaa.

.
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Much consideration Was given to

| a building for the
The School Beara very ki

rfee branch,

ndl y allow'ed us b he
m 0! t e . Du ES chQOI hui..-d.ine 10T ,.nother ye').
Y ) ‘ r

| »
y tv ! l. W a8 10X

hool purposes. Permisaion having been eranted by the

ty Council to use the rear of the lot on which Fire house no.4

 located, plans were drawn for a branch building to be erected

ore.  The securine of finnnces for sueh

-]

. building was care-

pily considered, but no arrangement has yet been made for the

adling of the project.

THE STAFF

The year has seen continusl chances on the staff,

Misa ¥Minnie Dil2, to whoee valuable services as
ataloger the Library owes so much, was pgranted a elx months!
ltave-0f-absence beginning November l. The time was spent
It regaining her health through rest =t home and a six weeks!'
fay in the South.

The Library was fortunate in securing Miss Mabel Wayne,
1o had held = positicn here previcusly, to come in August with

view to beine acting cataloger during Miss Dill's absence.

lovever, an opportunity for advancement presented iteelf, and
’ .

fag Yayne left in February to become librarisn of the

Tast Liberty vranch of the Pittsburgh Public library.

Oth toff members 10O jeave were Mige Esther Lou Bergen,
er staflf y

Mo sscented s vosition with t+he Tllinois State Library Extension
pted a 1 g ‘ :

vige Victorils Broneon, who became librarian

Ohio the first of September;

Winigsion in June;

% the Luess County 1ibrarlds Maumee,

arried; and
Heog Vers. Gher, who resigned in October %o be m 3
?

bruary to take
g Bernice Barbey, Who resigned the first of Fe y

00'
Y Position with the Review publiehing

t South Bend,
from the Public library a
Miss Golda Ausbul¥, .

' P
%Wome neaq of 10an gepartment in Novembe
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Miss Clara Ghamberla.in, who was

| formerly connect
Ath the Library, returneg April 1 )

a8 children's librarian.

who had been children's librarian,
took charge of the extension work

it this time Mies Hunt,

Miss Flet: :
eta Davis and Mies Faith Irwin took the entrance

menination October 3 and became regular members of the staff
jp January, after having served ae apprentices for three months.

lise Charlene Davis tocok the entrance examination Mareh 1 and
jlll complese the apprentice course before going to the

g.of I. Library school in the summer,

Miegs Margaret Browne, = student in library science at

James Millikin university, has been part time assistant since

february.
Miss Cleo Lichienberger, = senior in the U.of I. Librayy
sohool, was here February 16- Merch 13 for practice work.
Ruth Dempster has served as page at the Derosit station.
B, F. Garver resigned as janitor the last of October
ad was succeeded by T. J. Merrell.
Better working hours have been granted the staff, a
thedule of forty-two hours Per week having been put into effect.

Beginning with 1919, summer vacations were lengthened from three

1o four weeks.

This unprecedented Yyear of staff changes threw an in-

fleased burden of resTVORS ipilities O the "old pguard" which

Yerained Too much cannot be said in pralse of their efficient

m falthful service under unueually trying conditions. The

m&mbers of the ataff have shown willingness and adaptability

.. % n.
m*ﬁlerve oredit foT thelr cooperatlo

CONVENTIONS
_LIBRARY

t4ended the annual conference of the

The Librariesn 2

June 23-27.

- B
e
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The Lib &
Tarlan and Miag Dill attendeqg the meetin
YV assoclation at Peoria, October 7.9,

jr, Loxenz, of the Library Board,

| g of
ghe I1linole Librar

wWas also present at one session.
The midwinter meet ing of

the American Library associ-
stion at Chicapgo, December 31— January 3,

%was also attended by
the bibrarian and Miass Dil1.

A district meet ing was held at Bloomington,

Jbruary 24, at which the Librarian and Mise Love were present.

LIBRARY VISITORS

About twenty-five studente from the U.of I. Library

gthool, accompanied by two instructors, visited the Library

¢ their biennial tour of insvection, April 5.

NEWEPAPERS

Acknowledgement should be made to the newspapers for
thedr kindneas in publishing library items and book-lists,

d in donating files of their papers for binding.

LIBRARY BOARD

The loyal support of the members of the Library Board
b2y been an important factor jn brincing about a puccessful year.
The death of Mr. J. E. Osborme, which occcurred on
fori) 18, removed from the Board = member who will be greatly
Missd,  Althouch connected with the Library for less than a

= ht
: gl o ? B- A

i terests.
hag become closely sseociated with 1ibrary in

Respectfully submitted,

Librarian.
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Contents of Library
511_1919_. books on hang

hadha B2 Y - .
™ -
e T W S em i vem e,
.

| ~mmme 42,010
jditiones

purohase ine #] e s
& renewal) wee_____ """ 2314
Fenation —m—mmmmee """ e 2

Bindery "'""-"--‘---*-------------......_._..._____,_:::‘ fa“‘

fooks found (previously missing) P —— MS%
' Totzl ndded wwew 3
.. 3801

forn out and withdrewn

L 408 pate for eee-om oo 1578
Lost and not paid fOr —eme e 46
issing An ANVeRtOTY —ecrcccm i mvccccae- 165

Total 1loss —eew- 16819
ﬁu 35! 1980- hOORS on h"nd ________________________ 43 801

Accessiong according to Claseification

No.vole.in Additionse Withdrawals No.vols.in Per
Lib'y May (new and (worn out Lib'y April cent

1,1919 renewsal) and 30,1930

missing)
el worke 4057 127 162 4092 2.34
Ulosophy 529 24 15 578 1.33
ligton 1269 44 : 26 1287 2.94
e 4565 390 166 4798 10.95
133 16 & 144 .33
2164 143 53 2854 5.15
3030 198 49 3179  7.26
1983 126 42 2087 4.723
4487% 285 122 4646 19.61
2390 98 37 2351  5.37
2453 126 54 2585 5.76
e 883 47 3348  7.64
3112 5 1035 12331 28.13
11607 - 8 311 .48
"‘*ﬁh books 214 13 1
W, 42010 3801 1819 43801

Division by Departments

. 708 24131
lt 1408 bks. 33605 | 1?,2; 895 ot
fren, 5595 132 43 4908
2850 10 s o
3325 317 e 1802
1340 550 e
04 -
oo 1819 43801

42012
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Clrouletion by Clagces

T ex Per
Child. Branch. Schools. Stations. Total. cent
qral works 164 200 23 387 .32
A Ssophy 948 4 33 973 .54
Ehi 4 283 296 99 340 36 175¢ 98
ﬁ;:iflm 3390 4189 1383 2049 415 10708 5.95
' 58 16 3 . 74 .04
"“’iﬁﬁme 1341 1017 444 238 164 3702 2.086
Ml arte 2723 571 257 414 105 4070 3.26
"‘f“mg 2141 744 348 276 135 3544 1.97
Meature 5784 1893 704 894 464 9738 5.41
i 1428 563 349 481 87 2208 1.62
g 3663 835 551 989 412 5449 3.03
: e ; 22 284 .
%:;tien 75355 33393 916:!; 6454 4227 1 eagg Y ‘-
melen bke. 216 o 2016 1.13
!l:;:.inas 1626 138 250 ; 2348 1.3
nfel coll., 2348
= : 179835
el 101138 447168 13914 13806 6271
Circulation by Months
. 0 734 16023
iy 8616 3783 v;gg s 367 10886
e - 6283 3407 ot 148 10918
aly 6902 3187 2 210 11424
016 3331 787 a7 10794
et 7 no 3
Intenbe: 5782 2877 1008 " 470 14353
Hober 8514 3691 g 2530 536 1'?6(:)50
irenber 8041 4356 1208 1875 477 16;06
‘tmbex - - R 1797 B gt
ey e 1056 1101 S5 18169
hrugey 0872 398§ 1492 2098 563 s
}uoh 9944 igzé 1503 2694 747
¥ il . 13806 6271 179835
gy 101128 44716 133914
iy brary 307
ber s open 475
l’!ﬁtlgeoéag:%gqo 1?0\113,1; ion 1044
: ation 338
Eﬁfﬂst daily circulzt ol
tlest daily circulat
¢ Br 143
'l“ﬂ)_ez ﬁcgm open : gg
\¥18ge daily circulstio 16€

; ' 75
288% daily circulation
"hest ga1ly circulation
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To the Honorable Mayor angd Commissioners:

plenens
I herewith submit the following report of

the financial
wndition of the Publie Library

for the vear ending April 30, 1930.

RECEIPTS
ww spprOpriat lon $17,500.00
| balance on hand 7,238.08
i fines, damages and lost books 1,044.23
i fees for non-residents 108.00
1 rental colleetion 118.40
! interest 114.64
! other sources 67.37
Total ——w=e-mw==- $26,188.70
EXPENDITURES
It salaries $0,532.30
' janitor service 867.68
| . 3,749.82
' periodieals 650.90
' binding 1,734,328
1 suppl es 464 .63
' tepairs and improvements 518.39
! 1ight 422.41
' hess 499,19
' furniture il
) Mring 206.35
\ hﬂergat 420,51
! 88.75
: Wstage, freight and exypress .
1 M'eellaneous 6,418.43

b
lange on hand PO — - $36,188.70



FIN&NCIAL STATFEK

1912.30

ENT -

I, Alice ¢, Evans,

Secretary of the Boa
ary of Decatur,

yeb the foregoing statement of ¢

rd of Directors
¢ the Free Public Libyr

Illinoie, do hereby certify

he condition and st

atistics of
1 bibrary is true to the beat of

my knowledpe ang belief,
Secretary, Library Board,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of May,1930.



APPROPRI&TION AND ?YD“WDITUR
~ATENDITURRES

An Estimate

. :
10or 1930-1923

Receiotsa

R IR A — D e .
" S T T e vy - —
D e o
. ——

Galar1es -== = —wmmmmee T
janitor & Cleaner =——=————ceemmmee -
Books Al SIS IR I TR I o . =

periodicals SRS Ee S o o = -

R e e S e

e bt L PR —

QPPLiLs =mmmmm e .
Pinting =——mmmmmm e e
Repairs & Improvements
Mght & Heat wemem e e e
RIDILUTLE = mm e = e e e = e e e ——
L - e e TSN
IHierest ~——e e e
T S —
Mstage, Freight & Expresas
liscellanecus

e — e e cam

D D D T e ‘ N -

e o T

u.l L
$20,500.00

6,418.43

£26,918.43

$13,660.00

1,150,00
4,500.00
700.00
2,000,.00
700.00
200,00
800.00
1,000.00
e0C.00
300.00
200,00
150,00
250,00
g800.00

36,910.00



