LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS/DECATUR, ILLINOIS
Minutes of Board Meeting 11-18-80

Meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by President, Barbara
Brown. Those Present: Dee Meyerson, Karen Jensen, Cluney
John, Sarah Schwehn, Marianne Erickson, Mary Monahan, and
Marg Coberly.

Minutes approved as mailed.

Communications: Discussed a phone call Barbara recelved
from Washington. Our Domestic Violence study cannot be used
thru national ERA item to sponsor Bill for shelter for women.
We may write to our senators expressing our interest as a
local item. If we're not happy with this decision, we were
encouraged to make it known to National.

State Presidents Letter: ILwv opposed cutoffs of medicaid
funding for abortions because of discrimination against

low income women. Low key action is forthcoming to change

1977 law in Ill. to keep state funds from paying . for abortions.
Refer to Page 11 of Impact on Issues - not abortion position
but one concerning income assistance.

Finance Drive: Letter being printed again. Barbara will
deliver it to typists as soon as it's received.

Membership - dues notices going out again. About 243 ‘of
the membership has paid dues.

Member handbook - 100 copies cost $60.1if we have them bound.
Dee & Barb assembled it and saved $14. The long arm stapler
they use is borrowed from Staleys and is old and decrepit.
Discussed and decided to buy one ourselves. Charles Meyerson
will order it for us.

December Brunch - Dec. 10 at Milli Protzman. She will prepare
weird eggs. Other Board members signed to bring fruit &

coffee cakes. Each Bd. Member took names to call for reservations.
Call Barbara Emery with the numbers.

Decided on no December Board Meeting. Program review sheet
will go out in the Voter for return by Dec. 24.

Voter Deadline - November 23. January issue deadline - Dec. 28.
Any circulation additions should be called to Nancy Slack.
Phone number is in handbook.

Program - Water Study: A meeting with Cyrol Campbell is to be
held tomorrow to discuss it. She's written to State EPA
concerning any work that has been done on standards. We need
to give her direction & limits of the study. Marianne will
send her any info she has from health systems plan for Decatur.




P, 2

January meeting: YWCA has offered to give us permanent space
for meetings for a donation as we have done at the church.

We discussed the offer. We will talk to the church people and
make sure they know we have appreciated their use for years.
We will try the Y for January meeting.

The ad in the paper with AAUW for the legislative reduction
was an abrupt decision. Barbara called people within a 45
minute period and raised $75.00 to go along with a $100
contribution to pay our share.

Fiscal Policy Consensus - Read & discussed report submitted
by Barbara Ohlson. Approved as submitted. She will type and
submit to State.

Barbara shared response to a letter to the Editor by Mrs. Wilbur
that was false in its understanding of League.

Meeting adjourned 9:40 PM

Respectfully submitted,
YA

Marg Coberly NEXT MEETING: JANUARY 20, 1961
Secretary



CONSENSUS QUESTIONS - FINANCING STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT Nov 12, 1980
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Would the property tax be improved by:

Reducing the number of exemption programs?
Adding exemption programs?

Increasing reliance on the circuit breaker?
Reducing reliance on the circuit breaker?
Providing adequate support for assessment tools?
Other?

Would the sales tax be improved by:

Continuing the phase out of the tax on food and medicines?
Exempting other items?

Extending the tax to services? (specify which services)
Continuing, increasing or decreasing use of selective sales taxes?
Other?

\

Would the income tax be improved by:
Increasing the standard exemption?
Indexing the tax?

Other?

Revenue growth for local governments should come from:
Property tax. :
Sales tax.

Income tax.

Othero

Revenue growth for state government should come from:
Sales tax.

Income tax.

Other.

5. Could the Illinois tax structure be made more fair by shifting tax burdens

Relieve the local property tax by:

Increasing the state sales tax?

Increasing the local sales tax?

Increasing the income tax?

Allowing local governments to levy an income tax?

Expanding the use of fees charded directly to users of public services
Other?

Relieve the sales tax by:
Increasing relicance on the property tax?
Other?

Relieve the state income tax by:
Increasing reliance on the property tax?
Increasing the sales tax?

Other?
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