Register of 0ld Buildings
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

tiiress; 356 W, Decatur St.
e of original construction: 1888 or 1889,

N¥aze of original owner: Andrew H. Mills,

Zistory: The Andrew H. Mills home was completed in 1888 or 1889, The
ttached picture shows how it appeared before being remodeled, and the
tached sketches show the floor plan of the first and second floors. It
s a ten room house., On the main floor is a parlor, living room and din-
ing room (arranged from south to north), a 1lorary west of the living room,
2 half-bath off the library, and a kitchen and pantry west of the dining
room. Staircases ascend to the second floor from the west front °ntrance
and from the southwest corner of the dining room. ... .. .. e

On the second floor are five bedrooms and a bath room, A stair-
case leads to the attic from the north end of the main hall, - '

The house 'has a full bzsement with brick walls, which is parti-
tioned into four rooms. The south two rooms have a brick floor, and the
other)two have a cement floor,' (The fruit room has besautiful brown brick
in it). ’
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The attic is open from north to south, completely floored and
plastered with a smdll storage’room on éach side and a closets '

o The house sits on a father large lot with a gravel drive extend-
ing the full length along the west edge‘to a garage on the aliey. Many
shrubs surround the house, A grape arbor covers the walk leading from the
back steps to the alley. Landscaping includes a large red bud, two mag—
nolias, a gingko tree, lilacs,'and other flowering shrubsiand perenni

The house was remodeled &bout 1909; chiefly by the subsﬁltutlon
of an L-shaped front porch on the south and east foT the original two sep-
arate porches. It was perhaps at- the same’time the electric lights were
installed to replace thdorlglnal gas lights. This change may have come
later.
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Thébouse was heated originally by a hot water heating system and
a coal-fired furnace. About 1925 the furnace was converted to gas, but
the original radiators are still in use.

The three fire places are unusually attractive. Those in the
parlor and master bedroom are wood-burning, and the one in the living roon
has been converted to gas., Their ceramic tile borders are decorated with
raised figures, and both first floor mantels have beautiful mirrors above
them., All the woodwork in the house is remarkably well preserved. It is
of oak with the exception of the parlor mantel which is a dark wood and
handsome. The rooms have hard wood flooring throughout except perhaps for
the kitchen and bath room, The open stairway in the front hall is es-
pecially attractive with its large newel post and oak spindles,

(Reverse side of sheet)

Present owner's name: Mrs. Andrew Hubert (Mary Eleanor) Mills,




The side door that leads into the living room has a window
of small panes of leaded glass. Art glass windows formerly in the up-
per sashes of the living room bay, are no longer there, but the
house 1s generally very sound and well-cared for, —

(The preceding was ﬁfitten by*BéJLloy&*WafKe&QQia<eeﬁsulta~
tion with his wife, who is a granddaughter of the A, H. Mill's, and with
her aunt—ln-law, the praaent occupant, Mrs, A, Hubert-{Mary-Bleanor) -
Mills ) , .

Submitted January 12th, 1974-, B

Data from Decatur Cit§ Directg:ies: S

11880

- A, H, Mills, Law student - Clokey & Mills,
t 5 fw L Residence North & College. ‘
1884 - A, H. Mills, 405 N. College - residence.

'Mills Brothers, Aitcrnay\
Isaac R, Mills
: gole v . -Andrew H. Mills
1887 -- A, H Mllls, 405 N. College, ressidence,
1888 - = = No City Directory available.
1889, 356 W. Decatur St., A, H. Mills, Ass't., States Attorney,

_The property has remained in thefamily. . Sl
1888 or 1889 wop i inBernBe -H1118. - ' 2

to the.pres- = -~ A. Hubert Mills, son. 2

ent,. - [ . - Mrs. A. Hubert Mills, widow of son, ©




Margaret M., Meyer, 1974
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Globe Trotting Doctor Has
 Returned to Open Office

'D Ra[ph G Mtlls Latest Move Reumfes Hlm Wlth
M other and Bmthera

! Wﬁndermgs that begﬁn m “Lin%
'coln’ more than three decades ago,
and Which since then have taken
hlm to the ends of the earth, at
last ‘have brought Dr. Ralph G.
Mills back to the land of his youth
and  have reunited him with a
mother and brother from whom he
has been separated almost continu-
ausly for 35 years.

. Dr Mllls llerglst, dlagnostlclan

with the
manager of the Decatur branch oi
the Chicago Motor club, * -

Born in Lincoln 57 years ago, Dr
Mills received  his doctor’s degree
from. Northwestem university. He
was an interne in St. Luke's hospi-
tal, Chzcagox for one year during
parts of 1907 and 1908,.and in the
fall “'of  the -latter: year went to
Kangkm Korea, to assist in build-
ling * Kennedy -hospital - there. 1‘/1e
-served as head of the Kennedy hos-
pltal from 1908-until 1912,

! ‘Introduced Lespedeza Plant

l'n 1912 Dr. Mills feturned to the
\Umted States to do graduate work
in the University of Chicago. A
year later. he returned to Korea as
professor of pathology and bacteri-

ment of Severance Union Medical
college, Seoul. He remained there
until 1918,

-1t was while he was stanoned in
Seoul t.hat Dr. Mills sent to the De-
partment ‘of Agriculture’ at ‘Wash-
ington, seeds of the lespedeza plant,
which he found growmglbesxde the
sea, where it seemed to grow hard-
ily ‘in spite of heat and spray of
the salt water.

Numerous_agricultural and tech-
nieal publications have cited Dr.

lone of the most important additions
to soil regeneration g'ver madg“ in
i Amenca

“ From 1918 to 1925 Dr. Mﬂls was
head of the department pf pathol- |
ogy m Peking Union Medlcal col-
lege. In 1919 and -1920 ‘he was in-
structor in patholegy in Johns Hop-.
kins university, ‘and studied grad-
uate medicme in the University of

Mills, and is brothe i

ology and director of the eclinical| ~
laboratories and research depart-|

Mills' introduction of lespedeza_as

"DR,

other year he served as pmfessor of
patholo in the University:: of
Colora school of . medicine, then
entered 1 e Mayo clinic, Rochester,
Minn., as associate in patholog;c
anatomy and later became profes-‘
sor. of " pathology in the graduate'
school of the Umversxty of ane-\
sota. i
. Lett Mayos in 1029 s 1

Dr. Mxlls ‘left the Mayo clinic!
Oct.” 1, 1929, to practise allergy,
diagnosis and internal médicine in
Fond- du Lac, Wis.,, where he was
a member of the staﬁ ot St Agnes
hospltal i

Dr. Mxlls on June'1, 1908 ‘married
Mary E. -Bumgarner who “was’ a
member of the first regular class to
be graduated by Millikin univer-
sity. ' After leaving Millikin® Mrs.
Mills took nurse’s ‘training 'in the
Woman’s “hospital,’ Chicago. - While
in the Orient with Dr, Mills ‘she
wrote Decatur friends and relatives
many letters that were of unusual
‘interest in which she told- 'of con-
dxtmns and customs in the’ East

' Dr, and Mrs. Mills have one \son,
who is a “district, manager; ‘of | the
Standard ‘0il ‘Co. - of Soerabam,
Java ‘and a daughter, Marion, who
is connected with the Zoller Dental
Research clinic’ in_‘the Universi i

Chicago in 1924 and 1925. For an-iof Ci

IR
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qII\qA:-ORE‘ is not a “jungle cl*y” 'where
men’ go mad from--lonelinesd,. Whatever ats
mospheric magazine serial’ you have read - | ATk Blizabeth T Mill: §
dealing with lives of Englishmen and Ameti- | streef. has been \ransieired praln s
' cans lost -among Orientals’ dand: wild animals ! apore, a few milex un';m of the r.‘ £ Fep
may have led you tof beheve, a letfer from atavin, , the mpml o Td\m e

Blop

Roger Mills would " dispel your illusions. | “ﬁg\‘g fnowr Rngt‘ sim‘v he was 2 oy

Roger #s the grandson of Mrs A. R. Mils A hlah school, “He learned easily and =
and thé_son of Dr Ixjfﬂgh Mills whorp"many ? ':N ,gyi apibitioua  lo be doing som
will remember as having gone to Korea some i ;m»fﬁiﬂ“(‘ with iz thne. His youth was spe
years ago as a medical missionary, returning fin Kobew, 1ow a Japiese possession. There

A

gf"f About Town
1938

shd

: T
Town - ; !
W j 7 i RO(,I'R MILLS, son of Dt &
Arctic “who had to E
;i‘ionlnv of ‘the next |
d that the' Eskimos® all
warmest “place, would
sfactory  material ¥ for
e temperatures at Singapore.
53 degrees in the sun.” =
grandson of Mrs. A. H, Mills:
son of Ralph Mills of Fond du.
been living there for the last

Mille: of ¥oud di Lae, Wis, and

Jing o b

t-:; condition himself to the cli-

| to_serve on the faculty of Col oradg univer-

hat he might be able to func-
sentative of the Standard Qil
~der whose dzrectlon he was =ent‘

znd two boys from Kansas City too}c
cf training with the Standard il

N York. The course was com-
were to have a few days with
in the Middle W 5 before sail-
F*ancxsco to the Orient to be

o have as much time ‘as possible at |
the boys decided to make the trip |
e. There = were only ‘two  seats
n the first plane. out whlch were
boys from Kansas City. }
ne cracked up ‘near Plttsburgh
¥s lost their lives, Roger taking
plare, ‘made 'his wisit; continued
to Los Angeles, then up the ¢oast to
sco from whzch port he embarked
ong.- X |
afhered” in Hong Kong few
t used o the changed cond tions
humx\h*y and then went to Smg-“ !
1,200 miles -farther. south. i

h Mills was for many: years a med-
ry to Korea (now Chosen). Both
his sister were born’ in the Orient
s been guoted ‘as a reason "why

well fitted for hxs new posltlon.

|
|

|

2
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SL‘““"‘C‘&E is as far west of Korea as
s

is west of Phlladnlphxa and as far
Ecuador is south of New York, The
he thing that has tq be beaten by
Besides, the heat there is the
ins 182 days of the year. Thel
m one .year-was 129 inches or
4 mches more than (alls in

s one of ubout 3,000 whlte people(
on . of approxxmately 300 000 ’

lights, park in front of a

i_sity and then on ‘the staff of the Mayo Clinic,

Smgapore, accordmg to Roger, is in every

. way a desirabla place in which to live in
. spite of its location upon the equator in: the

Orient,

. “The temperature here has never yet-been
as hot as in Wisconsin in the surnmer. So
far as I know it never has been higher than
90 degrees and often following a tropieal
storm may go aé low as 70 but the humidity
is such that I am perspiring heavxly and
must keep a magazine under my ‘arm as 1
wrlte ™

. 'Emphasizing the modern life he leads ne
wmtes‘ “I leave a-modern flat in the morn-
mg after a conventional (British) - breakfast,
get into a modern automobilg (that is if 1932
can be. called  modern), travel over- modem
highways regulated by policemen and traffic
modern office
bulldmg and go through the ‘usual busmess
routine of any large business firm.

“I start out to make my modern sales
calls over the same roads in the office, cars
on up-to-date men who know the difference
between a Diesel and a gasoline engine, I
g0 back to the office and make a routine re-
port upon. the success of -modern business

‘metheds | m a modern world.”

Or, hexcontmues “I may travel over &
narrow gauge railroad to another’ c:ty com-

Aplete w1th A modern ‘business sectmn, recrea-

tion center and residence districts; Or I may
go tg § small fow: to find = government rest
house’ ‘serving good meals and offermg mod-
ern living quarters Perhaps sanitation is
some’clmes a little primitive without running
water’ but there is a bathroom with a Shanhg-
haijar for. ‘bathing and clean, pohshed en-
amel b 'sms and toﬂets NI e 5

Furthermnre, he says that if he 1s look-
mg for - malar]a he has. to g6 out of his way
to find it; ‘that he can “fly" to .London: in 10
days; that he can go to market and buy fresh

- milk or even YSan Frandisco ice cream;” ithat

hq, can enjoy, sports at any one of four clubs;
and - that ‘he ‘van. drop into the homes of
Brmsh Amerlcan, German, Dutch, and even

Chmese and. \Malay friends im;;u.hat._xw e}

‘A happy New Year to you, Roger (thaugh
this may not réach you before Washmgtons
blrthday) for your glimpses of what you term
sunply one corner of New Orleans ‘inhabited
by a' different breed of people carrying on
‘the:
dxiferent ‘way o JEC e

.orchard, or there may be squat thick leaved

~functions of living 'in a very shghtly

‘250 horse power motor. with the driver
mg to second gear v/Hen the car slowed

iean cars. & : .

 he Jeatpod the Chinese language: which gave

fnx’m a background for much he has had ¢

5 contend with in languages and dialects since

{yeturning to the Orient.

f Hig Lest assignment was to Hong Keng
| (hen on to Singapore and now to Java. . Each

}lmnhcn required  the . learnmg of a new

[ nglmge and numerom dialects. ‘' The Malay
language of Singapore was corrupted by .the
Porfuguese and in Java the same language is
dmngr‘ﬂ by Dutch occupatxon AR

WE HAVE on the desk before us three
lengthy letters telling of his experiences in
the tropics, from business, social and curiosity
ciandpomts Hé even mentions the fact that
he 'still is collectmg stamps and that the
Orienal countries are .as proglesqve as ours
in the matter of putting out “new. issues.”

Just before leaving Slngapore, Roger made
a trip to Bangkok, the capltal of' Siam. He
tells of his trip as follows: “Where one might
‘expect to find, under normal circumstances,
the de‘n%es’c jungles; almost without exception
clearmgs have been made; and planted in |
their stead, are orderly rows of rubber tr
mile on end or tall coconut palms also pla .
in rows and-laid out as slick as an app:

pineapple plants looking for all the world,
from =a distance, like a thousand acres of corn
judged on . our. proverblal Fourith of July
. standard.”

“The most mterestmg aspect of the trip
is to ‘watch for the: tiny: little villages which
one occaswnally sees beside a gmall stream.
The Chinese and Tamils both l)ge very much
like the native Malays, although they have
each their owr characteristics. The real Malay
is alwavs a cleanly individual as to his' per-
son. It is ‘Lhe usual sxght to see him and his
wxfe and about h@lf 'of the children splashing
‘water over themselves with' shouts of laughter.
The Tamﬂs are a ditier: race of’ people as a
wh and, more solitary when it comes to
the/ matter of bathmg “The Chinese ‘would
bave a real  honest:to! goadness heart attack |
1f cne even mentloned bathmg to him.”

"AS FAR as hvmg quartem ‘are concerned
they all three seem able to adapt: themsehes
to the universal cottage on. stilts. * Even the |
Eumpean has done that and it is not uncom-
‘mon’ fo see ‘a modern type of house perchad
on top of columns of morfar and ‘brick. The

fRogers experlenc S at the end of the rail-
ad Journey when he transferred o an
custom buﬂt Enghsh automobilé wi

miles an hour; were_something we w3
ather read about ‘than take. part in

ys' (I was scared blue
I:could’ drive but this lad woul

Amerman drivers to.shame and we
do \’Vhat he did with- ‘_he usual rum of
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Andrew H. Mills, who has been a successful attome\ of Decatur for thre
decades, is the senior member of the firm of Mills Brothers, one of the leadin
law concerns of the city. His birth occurred on a farm in Putnam couns:
Illinois, on the 6th of October, 1851, his parents being Eli R. and Elizabet
(Ixnmber) Mills, who were natives of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and were
married in Brownsville, that state. The father’s natal year was 1809. Duri
his active business career he acted as captain on a river steamboat which plied

between Pittsburg and New Orleans and occasionally made the trip up the Ii-
linois river to Peru. In his early manhood he arrived in Illinois and in Pu::_-,_,
county, this state, he acquired over one thousand acres c‘»f \al%lable land, h

farm being situated near Magnolia. In connection with his duties as a steam-
boat captain he also supervised the operation of this property. Unto him anc
his wife were born the following children: Susan, the wife of R. N. West, ot

Rocky Ford, Colorado; ]oseph and Thomas, who are deceased; Herman, whe

Com e

‘S

died in mfancy, Sarah the wife of Fred M. Cox, of Decatur; Henry C, county
judge of Putnam county, Illinois; Andrew H., of this review; Isaac R., who
has passed away; and Eli R., who died in infancy.

Andrew H. Mills attended the district schools until 1870, when he entered
Lincoln University at Lincoln, Illinois, completing the classical course in June,
i875. Subsequently he acted as a tutor in the university for two years, at the
same time pursuing a post-graduate course. During the next three years he
taught in the Waverly graded schools at Waverly, Illinois, reading law in the
meantime. In July, 1880, he came to Decatur and read law in the office of Clokey
& Mills. The following June the firm of Mills Brothers was organized, the
partners being Isaac R. Mills and his brother, Andrew H. This relationship
was maintained until the 3d of July, 1904, when the senior partner was killed
in a wreck on the Wabash Railway.

His son, Walter H. Mills, took his father’s place in the firm of Mills Broth-
ers, which has been continuously and successfully engaged in the general prac-
tice of law to the present time, having offices in the Millikin Bank building.
The partners enjoy an enviable reputation as leading attorneys of Decatur and
are accorded an extensive and important clientage. Much of the success which
has attended ‘Andrew H. Mills in his professional career is undoubtedly due to
the fact that in no instance will he permit himself to go into court with a case

unless he has absolute confidence in the justice of his client’s cause. Basing his
efforts on this principle, from which there are far too many lapses in profes-
sional ranks, it naturally follows that he seldom loses a case in whose support
he is enlisted. He owns some land in Putnam county, Illinois, and also some
in Shelby county. His home is at No. 356 West Decatur street, where he owns
1 comfortable residence.

On the 2d of January, 1877, Mr. Mills was unitéd in marriage to Miss Eliza-
beth E. Bell, of Lincoln, Illinois, a daughter of Rev. William C. and Sarah A.
(Doss) Bell, who were natives of Illinois and Kentucky respectively. The
father is deceased but the mother still survives, making her home with our sub-
jct.  Mrs. Mills was a classmate of her future husband in the university at
Lincoln, the two young people pursuing the classical and master’s courses to-
gether. Later she assisted him as teacher in the schools at Waverly. Unto Mr.
ad Mrs. Mills have been born five children. Ralph G., a medical missionary
in Kangkai City, Korea, is to be transferred to the Severance Hospital at Seoul,
vhere he will have charge of the department of pathology. Judith B. is the wife
if Keach Bone, of Petersburg, Illinois. Helen E. and Harold E., twins, are at

1

tome. Andrew Hubert is the youngest member of the family.

Mr. Mills is a republican in politics and since attaining his majority has
xaken an active part in every campaign as a local speaker and otherwise. Both
‘e and his wife are valued members of the First Presbyterian church, in the
tork of which they are actively and helpfully interested. Mr. Mills was su-
xrintendent of the Sunday school for eighteen years and is now teacher of the
Sisterhood bible class of one hundred and ten members. He is now and for
he past eight years has been chairman of the executive committee of the IlIi-

ois_Sunday School Association and wwam
nois member of the International Sunday School Association, A As
of his deep interest in Sunday school affairs he has become keenly al"“
fact that the liquor traffic is a menace to the future welfare of our Yo
takes an _aggressive stand on the side of temperance, doing everi* Eing
power to promote those measures and movements whi

it
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| G. Mills, ‘son of- Mrs,

| Elizabeth E. Mills aad brodis of
| Hubert Mills, manager of the De-

‘catur Motor Club, is given eredit

iof icul

Lof Agricyltyre,
of the department, for introducing |

in Circular No. 317

In 1919, while Dr. Mills was af
& summer resort, Sorai Beach, on
the shores of the Yellow sea in
Korea, he’ noticed a wild clover
that .was growing close enough to
the - shores of the sea to receive
the splash_of ‘the spray from the
salt water. In spite of this bath
of salt water it was growing’ with

| creditable luxuriance. - He noticed

| further " ‘thai' the catile ate the

}
|
i

|

clover: greedily, : He thought of
the waste places in the southwest-
e part of the United States and
also’ the - alkaline ~wastes of ' the
Dakptas, ‘and figured. that jf the
plant .could stand so much salt it
might be of use to the Department
of agriculture.

With that in mind ‘he sent speci-
mens of -the plant with the seeds
and made that recommendation,
The - backage 'wag shifted around

|for a long time in" the office of
jthe - Seed Plant ' Introduction di-

vision’before it was finally opened
by some one who had an order to

|“sort_out and clean up the place.”
i This was at a time when samples

'Dr. Ralph G _Miﬁs of b_eéatur

to Develop Annual Demand for 4,200 Tons

in such a volume that there was
not'time‘to give field trials to one
hait of the ;Teceipts, Finally the
subordinate opened * Dr. ‘ Mills
package, took one”'squint at the
contents, labeled ' it “Alfalfa,” and
tossed it into' a pile with the rest
that were eventually to get to the
alfalfa specialist’s desk, In this
pile it reposed for-at least a year

runtil. one ‘cold winter’s ‘day - the

speclalist himself decided to clean
Up some of ‘the ‘aceumulated mess,
One Jlook was enough to tell the
specialist that this small packet of
seed was not alfalfa,- ‘but some
kind of lespedeza. ' The - samplg
was carefully laid aside‘ang the
next spring, three years after the
original date of shipment, it was
sown in. a plot. of ground at the
government experimental farm  at
Arlington, Va, ) e

There was enough of the seed to
plant one row of less than &' rod.
The seed from this planting was
saved and sown the next year and
the next; the third year the har-
vest ‘yielded 250 pounds of geed.
From ‘this , first ‘start seeds were
distributed to the Jeading univer-
sites all over the' country. The re-
sults have proved most favorable.
Teday” over nine millien pounds bf
seed are harvested annually,

Besides itz va‘,lue as a hay for
winter feeding -and  late fall pas-
ture, the lespedeza, being & legume,
has great value as & nitrogen gath-
erer for nitrogen depleted soils.
J. Sidney Cates, in the Country
Gentleman, gives one of, the out-
standing stories on thig subject

of alfalfa were coming into the
office from- all parts of the world

which he had gathered Jfvom the
superintendent of the agricultural

Found Plant onShowsoneﬂaW Sea, Sentcseed

| high schiool at “Woodleaf, ‘ North'
Carolina,” The story ‘is as follows:
“Four thousand acres had been
planted to ocats and  seeded:- with
the Korean Jespedeza, The oat. crog
that year yielded . 20 bushels: to

jumped: to 40 bushels. Following

la heavy seed crop,

bushels to the acre. After the oat

€rop was taken . off - the Jand

to the' acre” | .

and ‘also in: places .along ditcheg

out, . : B 1 X
¢ A J) Pieteijs,‘prinbipal agronom

Bureau . of Plant Industry, wrote

material ‘contribution to the wels
fare of agriculture in the South,

his letter ‘that the crop in ‘the

extent that 8,500,000 p'oundg.k of
seed are sold in_ one Year and

Kentucky and Missouri.

the acre. The land was put to oatg '
again the next year, and the yield .

| the oat harvést the volunteer stand
lof lespedeza came along and: mads.-

“*The. third |year' the' land went"
| back into ‘oats which' yielded 67

vielded two tons of lespedeza hay.

. 'The plant'ig _able to grow in.
Very poor, soil as well as the riche !
lest, in clay ‘and rock 's0il where
other forage plants will “not “grow,

where erosim;“of the land. is s¢
great that aother plants "wi;}.}wg,as}_x ;

ist in charge of the United States.

to Dr. Mills, ‘after finding his ads
dress in the Ilinojs Alumni News, -
and asked permission to use the
doctor’s picture in & book on
lespedeza which he is writing, The '
photograph  will be used .among
pictures of men who  have made

Mr. Pieters advised the doctor in .

United States yielded to such an

that in the dry years the crop had
broved' a “life saver” ‘all:. over




