Register of 0ld Bulldings
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

Addresss 328 North College
Also listed as 463 West North (as in assessor's office)
Legal description: Western Addition
N 60,2' of Lot 4 Block 4 and
N 60,2% W 23' of Lot 5 Block 4.

Date of original comstruction: 1870, est, assessor's office,
Name of original owner: willizm W. Lapham,
History:

1. A partial chain of title follows. (Source: Office of Macon County
Recorder of Deeds)
May 12, 1838 William T, Crissey to David Davis,
° March 12, 183% Dzavid Davis to William T, Crissey.
August 9, 1853 William T. Crissey BEstate,
June 11, 1864 Tax deed. Sheriff to Edward 0. Smith,
June 16, 1864 =dward O, Smith to Thomas O, Smith,

May 7, 1866 Thomas O, Smith to William W. Lapham,

June 11, 1878 William W, Lapham to James Freeman,

February 5, 1901 Jarmes Freeman Estate,

Nov, 30, 1912 HMary L. Freeman et al to Allerton S, Freeman,

. trustee,

Dec, 1, 1921 Mzry L, Freeman estate,

Febr, 1, 1923 HMary F, Wilmeth to Allerton S, Freeman and
Andrew W, Freeman, trustees,

Febr, 2, 1928 Trustees - undivided - 1/7 interests.

Sept. 1932 Heirs of Mary Freeman to Clara Heger Freeman,

Nov. 27, 1954 C(Clara Heger Freeman to Jerome J. Heger and Mary
Z. Heger,

2. Information from city directories follows,
(Note: Some city directories are not available)
1871-72 Lapham, William W., agent, Singer Sewing Machines,
Cor, College and William,

1877 Freeman, Jas, (Freeman Bros., James and John) dealers in
boots and shoes, 8 Merchant Street, res Cor College and
William,

1880 Same as above,

1884 Same as above, :

1885 Freeman, James (Freeman Bros,, James and John, 114 Mer-

chant Street) res Cor College and William.

Present owner's names Jerome J. and Mary E, Heger,




History Cont'd.:
2. Information from city directories cont'd.

1895 Freeman, Charles W., 328 N 1
Freeman, James, 328 N, C
Freeman, James S., clerk,
Freeman, J, Ned, clk., Linn and Scruggs, res. 328 N, College.

1901~

1917 Freeman, C, W., Shellabargsr M.
Hominy Co,.

1926 Rozene, I. W,

)

nd BE. Co., then American

3, June 25, 1973 - Fifty Years Ago (column in Decatur Review)

12 of the old Freeman home at

"Two apartments are being made ou
older houses in Decatur."
<

g
328 N, College, one of the
(This would have be
Freeman estate).

en

4, See biographical sketch of James Freserman, attached, as copied from a 1903
S, J. Clarke publication, Past and Prssent of the (City of Decatur and
Macon County, Illinois. According tc this item, Mr. Freeman moved to
Decatur in 1879,

(V]

b}

5, See copy of a November 19, 1890 item in the Decatur Daily Republican
regarding the silver anniversary of the marriage of James and Mary
Willson Freeman, (Married Novemper 182, 1865, farmed near Moweaqua,
13 years - 1878) James Freeman gained title to the 328 N, College
June 11, 1878, according to the recorder of deeds office; hence, 1878 “
seems to ¢heck out as the date the Freeman's first lived in this house.

6. The following data is from the office of the Macon County Assessor:

2 story house Exterior walls - brick, except for frame
3 apartments addition.
12 rooms Gable roof, medium pitch
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Photo, courtesty Kathryn
Freeman Kuhle and
Andrew Freeman
Date unknown




JAMES FREEMAN.

In commercial circles in Decatur James
Freeman was long an active and prominent
factor, having established and conducted one
of the large mercantile enterprises of the city.
Indolence was utterly foreign to his nature and
his activity, keen discernment in business af-
fairs and indefatigable energy enabled him
10 develop an enterprise of importance to the
city and which at the same time proved an ex-
cellent source of revenue for himself and fam-
ily.

Mr. Freeman was a native of Boston, his
birth there occurring on the Gth of April, 1836.
He was a representative of one of the old

families of New England. his ancestors hav-
ing emigrated to America in 1632, only twelve
years aiter the Pilgrims landed on the shores
of Massachusetts from the Mayflower. Ben-

jamin Freeman, the father of our suljeet
was born in New England and durine 11,
boyhood of his son James brought his : \“K‘
to Illinois, settling in Hillsboro, where he -
tered land, but as he died a few years Ly
the family returned to Boston, where our <.
ject resided for a number of years,

It was on the 16th of November, 1803, that
Mr. Freeman was joined in wedlock to Mgy
May L. Wilson, of Jacksonville, Ilinois, the
second daughter of Andrew F. and Louisy
(Wheadon) Wilson. Mrs. Freeman was bory

H

sin ‘the city of Jacksonville, her parents having
. settled there in 1838. Subsequently they re-

moved to Moweaqua, Tllinois, where the

father died in 1901, in the ninecty-first year -

- of his age. His political allegiance was given
“ to the Republican party and he never failed to
. cast his ballot for its men and measures. For

many years he was a member of the Baptist
church and his life was in consistent harmony
with his professions, Mrs. Freeman, like her
husband, comes of good old Revolutionary
stock, the grandfathers on both sides having
been patriots in the Continental Army in the
war for American independence.

J/W

removed to Decatur, making his hom
here, and was thus connected -with
"cantile interests of the city until
i commercial institutions of the city. He

'ried a large and well selected line of boots

Cive business methods, his straightiorward

7

Coee

Mr. and Mrs. Freeman began thei
tic life upon a farm near Moweaqua

he carried on agricultural pursuits
when he retired from that field of |

city until his death. Here he openc
boot and shoe store, the first exten

i
hi

labors were ended. For a long period
associated in business with his brother, |

proprictor of what was one of the lead

shoes and received an extensive patre
which he well merited because of his prog

dealing and his earnest efforts to please i
customers.

In early life Mr, Freeman took an active
part in politics and served for a number of
rms as supervisor in a manner which re-
dccted credit upon the county and his con-

_stuents. He was also deputy United States
“aarshal under his uncle, Watson Freeman,

50 was ever conscientious and prompt in the

“performance of any public duty or the exe-

cution of any public trust. Of the Decatur

{lub he was a valued and popular member

and he was past grand director and a member
of the supreme lodge of the Knights of Honor.
Pleasant and genial in manner, he was ad-
mired and respected by all.  He appreciated
friendship and therefore won it, and he was

_quick to recognize the good in others and
“render them his regard because of this. It

is a weli known truth that we see about us
“that which we have in ourselves and this trait
‘of character in Mr. Freeman showed that he
was the possessor of all the sterling qualities

“which he respected in his fellowmen.
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An Anniversary Day,
Mr., and Mrs. James Freeman Cslebrate
their 8ilver Wedding Anniversary,

The large comfortable home of Mr, and Mrs, James Freeman was decorz=-
ed and lighted last night throughout, and filled with guests, their frisnds,
who came to celebrate with them and congratulate them on the occasion of
the 25th anniversary of thelr marriage, That notable event occurred on No-
vember 16, 1865, but that date falling on Sunday this year, of course the
following day was chosen for the celebration of it, M¥r, and Mrs, Freeman
were assisted in resceiving by Mr, and Mrs, John Freeman of Moweagua, and Er,
and Mrs, C. F, Spaulding. The brothers, Messrs, James and John Freeman,
married sisters, and Mr., and Mrs., John Freeman were married én November 16,
31 years ago. Their daughter; Miss Alice Freeman, was married to 0, F.
Spaulding on November 16, five years ago, so that the party last night was
really the celebration of the three weddings.

James Freeman and Miss Mary Willson were married at Jacksonville 25
years ago and went at once to Moweagua, where they lived on a farm for 13
years, then rsmoving to Decatur. For these 12 years Mr, Freeman has bsen
engaged in the shoe business with his brothsr, except one year, which as he
expressed it, he was “"farming by telegraph.” They have six sons and one
daughter, none of whom are married., Mr. Freeman is known as one of the seolid
business men of Decatur, prominent in republican political circles, and a
member of the board of supervisors,

To all present last night the evening passed rapidly and agreeably, and
at ten o'clock the guests were seated to an elegant and delicate lunch. After
most earnest congratulations and wishes from all that Mr, and Mrs. Freeman
may enjoy another 25 years of married 1life, the company dispersed about
midnight.

The presents received were numerous and elaborate, and made a very beauti-
ful display of fine silver., The rooms were decorated with flowers, evergreens
and cat-tails, Music was furnished throughout the evening by the Opsra House
orchestra,

The invitations issued numbered more than 400, and a very large propor-
tion of those invited were present, Regrets were received from all over the
country, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, Those present from out of the city
were the father and mother of Mrs, Freeman, Mr, and Mrs, A, F. Willson, who
are still in excellent health and spirits and enjoyed the occasion as much as
any one present, Mrs, and Mrs, H. F, Day, Mrs, Tolley and Mrs, Friedley, all of
Moweaqua; Mr, and Mrs. F. ¥, Miller, Maroaj; Mr., and Mrs., W, A, Goodrich, Tay-
lorville; Mrs, Lewls, Macon; Mrs. M. A. McAllister, Jacksonville; B. F. Free-
man, Bostony Mrs., George M. Reed, Monticello and Mrs, Effie Haines, Forsyth.

Decatur Daily Republican

November 19, 1890
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