
Reglster of 01d Bulldlngs
l,laeon ecunty iitstorical Coordlnating Councll

A4d.ress r 328 Nori:h College
Also llsted as .i.6J 'vfest North (as ln assessorts offlce)

Iregal descrlptionr -tiest.ern AdC.1tlon
N 60.2' of Lot 4 tr1ock 4 and
Ii 50.2j v 23. of Lot 5 Block 4.

Date of orlgt-nEi.l..

or.1risr-ai

construetion: L870, est. assessor's offlce.

Name of ownerr iillilan -J. Laphan.

Hlstoryr

1. A partial chaln of t,itie fol-Iors. (Sourcer 0ffice of i'iacon County
Recorder of Deeds)

1838 -dlillan T, Crlssey to Davld Davls,
1839 ]avid Davls to -rilIllam T, Crissey.
l.853 'diiliaa T. Crlssey Estate.
18&+ Tax deed. Sherlff to &Lward 0. Snlth.
L864 fd.xard 0. Snlth to Thonas 0. Smlth.
1866 Thoras 0. Snlth to 'rJl11lam I{. Laphan.
1878 flllian U. l,apham to James Freenan.
1901 Janes tr''reenan Estate.
l9tZ !{ary L. Fbeenan et a1 to Allerton S, Freeman,

+uruStee.

1921 Hary L. Freeman estate.
7923 Har-v F. llllmeth to Allerton S, Freeglan and

Anarew id. tr"reeman, trusteesr
Febr. ?, t928 Arustees - undlvid e - tiZ laterests.
Sept. 1932 ileirs of Hary F?eeman to Clara Heger Freenan.
Nov. 27, ].9'* Ciara Heger Freeman to Jerone J. Heger and Mary

E. Heger.

2. Inforcation froa clty dlrectories followsr
(Hoter Soue city dlrectorles are not a'vaiLable)

187)--72 La;*ran, litl1lan ll., agent, Sl*ger Sexlng l{aehlnes,

1 )a'J
LJI '

Cor. College and l{1111an.
Freenan, Jas. (F'reenan Bros., Janes and. John) dealers ln
boots and. shoes, 8 Herchant Street, res Cor College and
ll1llian.

1880 Sase as above.
1881* Saae as above.
1885 tr*reemanr, Janes (lYeeman Bros., James and. John, 114 l{er-

ehant Street) res Cor College and lllIIlaa.

May 12,
March 1.2,
August 9,
June 11,
June J.5,
May 7,
June 11,
Febmary J,
Nov. 34,

Dec. 1,
Febr. 1,

hesent ornerts EEr Jerone J. aud Mary E. Heger.



Hlstory Conlt<Lt-r
2, Informatlon fron

1895 tr'reenan,
Fbeemant
t'reenan,
Freenalt

2 story house
3 apartments

12 roons

city d.lrectories contrd..
Charles H., 328 N. College.
Janes, 328 N. ColLege.
James S., clerk, Freeilan Bros.
J. Ned, c1k., Linn anl Scruggs, res. 328

1901-
Lgt? Freemanr C. U. , She1la-cargal !1. and E. Co', then

Homlny Co.
1926 Rozene, I, Id.

N. Co11ege.

American

3, June 2J, Lg?3 . Fiftv Yeqrs @ (colu-nn 1an= 1ir-r $srus"H,}

"Tno apartments are being nade ou-u of the oId Freeman

328 N: Co1lege, one of the oice= houses in Decatur,"
(tfrfs rould have been June 2i, IJZ) xhen owned'

Freernan estate).

4, See blographlcal sketch of Janes F=eeran' I

S. J. Clarke publlcation, @! ard P:?sent
Hacon CountX, I]-[lnols. AccorClng +"o -'nis
Decatur Lu L879.

5. $ee copy of a Novenber 1!, 1890 tiee ia the ?ecatuT ?ttrg Re$l}ltcan
regard"ing the sl1ver annlversa=y of the ryTriage of James ald l{ary
Ulllson Freema:I. (Marrled Novenbe= 13, 1855, farmed near Horeaqua'
1l years - f.878) i"*u" F"reenan gaiaeC title to the 328 li. College-
ii*L :"r, 18?8; iccordlng to the iecorder of d.eeds offleei henee, 18/8
seens to check out as the date the F=eeman's flrst llved" ln thls house.

6, The follonlng d.ata ls frou the cfflee of the Maeon County Assessort

*terior wa1ls - brlek, except for frene
adCition.
Gable roof, ned.lum Pitch
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328 North College

Photo, eour+.esty Kathryn
tr''reeman Kuhle and
Andrew lteenan
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J-\]lES I.REETIAN.
In cornnrcrcial circles in L)ecatur Jar-ncs

Freeman rvas 1,rrrg an active antl prorninent
factor. having establisherl arrrl conducted one

of the large rnercantile enterpriscs oI thc cit1.
Indolence rras nttcrl_r' foreign to his natrtre aurl
his activitr', kicir rlisccrunrcrrt in btrsinrss af-
f airs anrl inrleiatigable L-lrergv crrablecl ltinr
io delelop an entcrprisL. oI inrportance to the
city and rvhich at the same tinre provcrl an cx-
cellent sollrcr of revennc ior hirnself and fam-
ll)'.

Jlr. Freclrarl \\'as a native of Boston, his
birth thtrc octirrring on thc 0th of April, t836.
He'iras a rcprL-:trrtative of one oi the olcl

families of \eu' Eng1antl. iris ant'cstors hav-
, ing emigraterl io .\rnerica in r632, onlv ts'elve

1'ears aiter the Pilgrirns lanJed on the sliores

gll]r=_:19-lrsetts from the rlur.Ig1':.1. ST
jalnin I reeman, the {ather of our sri!rjecr,

rras born in Netv England ancl tlLrrin3 t6c
bo1'hood oi his son Jarnes brouglrt his ialriiv
1o Illipois, settiing in Elillsboro, n'herc ire rri_

: tered 1and, but as he died a fel. 1'ear" l,,rrcr.

; ti:e iar-uily returned to Boston, r,here our sui,-
ject resided for a number oI 1'ears.

, It was on the r6th oI Noventbcr, rS(j.i, that
', I 1\{r. }-rceman was joincd in tr,ccllocli to f liss

, 
., Jylay L. Wilson, of Jacksonville, Illinois, rle

' , , 
rJ second daughter of Andrelv F. and Lorrisa

" ' 'lj, (Wh.rdon) !Vi1son. I[rs. Freeman l'as borrr

i in the city of Jacksonville, her parents har.ing

.., ;.settlcd there in 1838. Subsequcntll they re-
' .,, : lnovcd to I{orveaqua, Illinois, rvhere the

father died in r9or, in the ninety-first -year
' . . of his age. His political allegiancc tas given

.. r to the Republican partl' and he ncvcr failed to
: cast lris ballot for its rnen anrl measures. For

ntan)' )'ears he rvas a ureurber of the Baptist
church and his life rvas in consistent harmony

, rvith his professions, Mrs. Freeman, like her

husband, colncs of good old Revolutionary

stock, the grandfathers on both sidcs having

been patriots in tlie Contineutal Arr.nv in the

u'ar for Atnericatr indcpettdence.

,\1r. and llr-s. Fr.'rttlan begart ir. :
tic life upon a iarrtt tlcar trIott.'r-',r ' '.
hc carricrl [r11 iigricuittlral pttrsur:' -l: ' : -

ir,llt":ttltcrctircclfronrthatileld,.:',.:
renlovr(1 to L)ccatttr, rtl:rking his Il-: - :

citl' uutil his rleath. Here he op.: - - : -r:

bool atrrl shoc store, the first .\:-:-: :

hcrt', anrl tr"as tlrtts counectcd riiii" : ' : '--
cantile itrtcrests of the cit-t' unt:' I :' ' '' '

labors rverc etrcleci. Iior a long lrer: - ' ' ':
ltss,,r'iatt'rl itt l,tt;ittrs. rvith lri' i - ' .

lir('('lllilll, lrltI frrr the lltt [t'tv t r ':'
proprictor of rlhat \\'as onc of ti'' .' -.

c,,ntrttrr,irtI irrstittrtinrts oI thc ci't t -

ric<l a large arrtl tvcll. sel':cteil line c'i l : :' ':'

rh.,.iltntlrr'cr.ir.t,11ll(.\l,('ll\i1..'i..:
u'hicli hc rvell rnerited bt'cause of his ;': -:"''
ii'r trttsitrcs,s nrethorls, his straight: : '- '

rlceling and Iris ca.rnest ellorts to 1)l':'il ' ':

ctl str)lllefS,

Iu early life I\Ir. Frecnratr took an acri'' '
l.rt in puiiti;. atttl >t rvcd it'r :t trtlt'tLt r '' -

11r:11S 3s srtpcrvisor itt a tttatrtrer tVhich rt-

ii,.'t.iL crt,lit trpun tlte cotlnty aud his c:n-

-.r iuents. I1e ri'as aLso tltprrtl' Unitctl St:rte-'

ir..,rshir1 rrti,ler lris rtuclt, \\'atson Frectllai-'

j: 'r. i, a-s evt'r con.cientious atrcl pronrpt irl the

ri r'i(rrllrancc oi arlr' 1,Llb1ic dutv or the exc-
'l, ri,-,,, oi anv pttblic trrt.t. Of thc f)ccattrr

[.ub he rr as lt r-alr-ted arld pollular nleiubcr

;:r.l 1te s:]s 1r:ist grantl dircctor atrcl a trtctrtbct

li tlie :,:prctrrc 1,;r1ge of ttre ]iniglrts ol I{onor'

P,.e.:illt anrl genial in tlt:ttttttr, hc lvas ad-

r:irt,f atrd rr':pecltd bt all. lIe apprecirted

iiictrclsirip atrrl tliercfore rvotr it, attrl hc rvas

quick t,t r!'.ognize tlrr: good in tlthers arxl

ren,ler tllenr lris regarrl Leceuse' of tlris' It
is a rveli ktrolttr trrrth that wc see about us

that uirich rvc havc in ottrst'lvcs end this trait

oi charactcr in NIr. Frcctlratr slro*cd that hc

i.;as tlit: possessor of all thc steriing qualities

, ivlrich hc respccted irt l'ris ielloivrtrerr'
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Ar Analversary Bay.
Itr. arld. Sre. Jases Freenan Caletsrate

thelr $llver *ad*lng Annlversary'.

The large eoafortable hoas sf &r" and, $rs, Jaaes tbeeaaa ras decm,:-
d and. Ughted. last nlght tlrroughout, an* f1L16d xlth guestsr thetr frtends,
rho case to celebrate rlth them and. eongratul*te then on the oecasloa of
the 25th arurlversary of their malrl*ge, ?hat natable event oecu*ed oa fc-
veaber 16, 1855r but ihat date falIlng on f;unday thls yearl of eourse tJ:E
follor1ag d.ay xas eboeen for the colebratton of 1t* Xr, and Ers, t'reerar,
rere asslsted ln recelvlng by Hr* a;rd !{rs* John t"reepan of Hoxeaguar and Ir.
attd Hrs. 0. F. 8F,u1d.1ng' The brothewn Hessrs, Jaa*s and Joha F?eeraeFr
ea"rrled slsters, a.trd Hr. aad !{rg. Jotrn Free&B,n Her6 narrtsd gn l{oveabet L6,
]1 yea::e ago, Thelr daughter, l{lee A].lee FYeeaan, ts&s ma:rled. to O, F,
Spauldlng oa !{oveeber 16, flve years ago} ss that, t}re party 3.aet nlght }'as
really ttre celebetlon of the three xed.dtngs.

Jaaes F*reeaan and l{Lss l*.ary *11}$on were narrted at JacksonvllS-e 2J
years ago and rent at once to l{oreagua, where they Ilved ou a fars for 1J
years, then reaovtng to Decatur. For these 1? years Hr. Flreeman has -csea

engaged ls the shoe 'ouslness sl.th hls brother, exeept one ysar, shich as he
expressed lt, he ras "far&Lng by telegraph," ?hey have slx sons and. one
d.aughter, aone of sholn are aarrld. Hr. Freaman le k[om a"s oa6 of the solld.
brslaese aen of Decatur, lronlnent ln reinrbllcan plLtleal cLre}.es, and a
eeaber of the bserd. of eupervlsorsr

?e all ;reeant laet rtght the evenlng passed. rapldS.y ard. e6reaably, ana
at ten ofeleck the guaete Hsre ssated te an elegant and. dsS,l.cata lunch. Aftar
eost eamest eon6m.tulatloas and rlshes froa all that Hrr and l{rs. FreeEan
aay enJoy *sot&er 2$ years of parrled 1lfe, the eoatrany rti.opr*ed about
nldntght,

The Sareeents reselved rere nuaeroua and. elaborate, and. aade a very beautl-
ful d.Lsplay of flne stl"ver, The rooas xere decorated. et+,h fioxers, €vsrgr€eas
and aat-ts.Lls, Huelc s*s fi:rntohed. throughout the evsnlag btr the O1rcra House
orchestra*

The lnvltattons lseued nurabered. aore than 1100, and" a. yerIr large ?ropor-
tlen sf those lavlted rere $resent. Segpets rere recslved. fron all over t;trle

csuatry, frer the A.tlant1c to tha Faclflc. Those Iresent frpu eut of the clty
cera the f,ather and. mother of Fhrs* Fbeeraa, Hr. aad. $rg' A* F. irlLllson, xho
are stt}l ln exeel],ent heaLth and sSflrlts ard enJoyed ths s*easLon as auch as
&rry cns;maoentn !drg, and Hr$, fi, F. Day, Ers, Toll"ey an{ $re. Frledley, elr st
l{ouaa4ual &r" and" }lr$* $'. lf* }ltJ.lerr !{a.roat Hr. ard" Hr*. E, A. Goodrtc}rr tay-
lorvll].eg Hrs, Lerlet FIaoontr l{re. !{r A. l{cALllster, JackEond"l.}el B. F. Free-
uan, &ostorr1 Hr*, Searge I{u fted* Itonttaello and Ers, Sff!-e italnes, ForsSrth.

Deoatur DallI Rgpubllcen

$sveuber 19, 1890

]1 yea::e ago, Thelr daughter, l{lee A].lee FYeeaan, ts&s ma:rled. to O, F,
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