MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MERTING OF PHE LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS, MARCH 7, 1955. :

The meeting was called to order by the President at 1:30
P.M. in the Chamber of Commerce meetingz roon.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved as
corrected.

Thne Tregsurer

: wa2s resd, showing a balance on
hand as of Marcn 1, 1S55 .2

s Repo
y OT

Mre. Winn discussed tae Candidates' Meeting and reported
that the expenses for it =mounted to 3104.24,

acn league in the state

The Pre31¢e“t announced tust e
rd reise in leatue rledges to
e 8
T a

had been given a 3% across tne bo
state, which would raise our pled

In discussing this raise wita ta
could prooaoly mgke it up in dues.

accepted, on motion by Elizabeta Lupto
carried.

tate from $500.00 to $515.00.

(l) Q'

surer, it was thought that we
e budget was so corrected, and
n, seconded by Virginia Gibson;

Mrs. Nicholson -discussed the Freedom Agenda discussions to
take place at the next unit meetings; plans are being msde to arrange
the program so that during = cuestion snd snswer period those attend-
ing not Lesgue menbers will have an opportunity to learn about the
Freedom Agenda Froject and Jjust wnat it is. HMrs. Schudel sagid that
she would have literature avallable st these meetings for distribution
free, if possible. Mrs. Donovan noted that we haed spent %58.54 on
publications and have budgeted ;65.33 for next year. It was moved

by Mrs. Martin that we buy 10 sets of tane Freedom Agenda literature;
seconded by Mrs. Morris; carried.

Mrs. Donovan brougnt up tne Trade Survey item, and sald
that she had talked with Bob Shade about discussing it on his
Monday night program, also the Freedom Agenda. He was gulte
interested and might be able to give us some time. Mrs. Gibson

suggested that we walt until Mrs. Nicholson hears from ner letters
 on the Freedom Agends Project, and Mrs. Nicholson said that if we
walted on this that the Initiating Committee might get undefway in
the meantime. Mrs. Donovan sald that there was a good group for the
Trade Survey meeting on March 2nd, and that those working on the
survey will probably be asked to do two firms. It was pointed out
that the survey will be a series of objective cuestions, and that
we will not be trying to form an opinion, but merely to find out
opinions.

Mrs. Donovan ©brought up the matter of the Annual Meeting
and announced that it would be on March 31st in the Decatur Club.
She thanked the members of the Board for their work during the past
year. Mrs. Smith suggested that before we leave the subject of the
Annusl Meeting that we discuss the cuestion of fluoridation; that it
was not turned in by anyone, but that it might possibly come up at
the Annusl Meeting. Mrs. Gibson said that fluoridation could be
handled through the Welfare Item if it became apparent that the
league should consider it, and that if the matter came up, Mrs. Morris,
when presenting the Welfare Item could say that the league may take
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up the guestion in this way. It was so moved by Mrs. Gibson;
seconded by Mrs. Smith; carried.

Tne President resd the Board Evsluation cuestions and
the Board snswered then.

She gnnounced tnat the Legislative School for Decatur
is scheduled for Marcha 22nd and 23rd in Springfield.

Mrs. Gibson brougat up the subject of county permanent
registration. It was discussed and sgreed that the League should
know something about the Election Laws.

Mrs. Nicholson discussed the Broyles Bills, and it was
decided to stress in the bulletin thst the oczath mentioned is g
negative type of oath. It was suggested that this be brought up
at the unit meetings.

The April programn for the unit meetings was brought up,
inasmuch as the Welfare program cannot be given in April as planned
originally. It was felt that possiovly something in connection with
the Freedom Agendsa Project might be used.

Mrs. Martin brought up the cuestion of material to go
on the membership cards. She was instructed to have them ready
for distribution by the Annual Meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was
ad journed by the President.

Respectfully submitted,

L

@%//wﬁ/v

Mrs. C. F. Gebhardt, Secretary.




MINUTES OF SPECIAL CALLED MESTING OF BOARD.

At the conelusion-of the Annual Meeting, the new

Fresident, Mrs. H. W. Glbson, snnounced-that e special -meet-

— ing of the new Board of.Dlrectors would be neld imunediately
follﬂwinv tae Annusl Meeting for the purpose of indicating

to the Boerd nenbers the various ﬂfﬁOln*nents in eddition to

reculsr duties of office. Tie neeting was sg uela and the
President made thae following ennouncement:
Mrse Jo o Hurley, ~lst-V¥ice Fresident ;and Bulletin Editer,
¥rs, Freg Seaudel,-2ad 7ice Fresident end Fublic Reletlons
— S , e {Chnairmnan,
Mrs. 3. F. Gevnardt, Secretsry =sand Action Chairmen,
Mrs. IG. R. Conn, Tregsurer,
¥rs. Jaues Leiga, Elected Lirsctor gnd Finaace Jazlirman,
vrs. Thomas Mclracken, =zlected Direclior and, Somstlitutlonal
{Reviston Cnairmnan,
- Mrs. Cnarles Geiffin, Electec ITirsotor and Jasirman locsl
' - e {Item on aovapaavat Comstruction,
.Mrs. F. A. MacFay, Elected Zirector =nd Caalrman Jrade Survey.,.
“ , ¥Mrs, Forrest Martin, EZlected Director anc sen oercnlg and
4 , P4 _ {Unit Cnairman,
Mrs. Arthur Adelman, Alected D eEudr and Caairman in

{Chiarsze of Publications,
——i—rMrs. CHrfford Smith, Appointed Director and Freedom: Agendsz

bt +.—{Caairnen,
Mrs. yrlle vorris, Anpointea uireuuor and %EIfa e Iten
(Cagirmen,

Mrs., Williar Ainn, ApbOlntﬂd uircctor ana Voters Service
{Cazirnan.

The méeting was sdjourned by thie President.
» - = J

N S R Respectf41 ; subaitted o
} i,

(signeakigii bdn 1€z

¥rs. C. F. Gebnardt, $e°retary.
B © | Detea Maren 31, 1955. 1 |
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETIX
WOMEX VOTERS, HeLD IN THE O
31, 1955,

CF THE LEAGUE COF
L B, ¥ARCH

The Annual Meeting was cslled to order Dy tiae Presiden
Mrs. John Donovan, followinr luncheon at 1:00 P.M.

The President welcomed sveryone and sxpleined the
membership cards which were at each rlace.

The minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read by
the Secretary and approved.

& Treassurer's Report wss
as of April 1, 1955, of 1,433.46, and

Mrs. MacKay report
sald that letters nad cone
would start soon.

¥rs. Nicholson reported oan the Freedom Agenda Froject
and explained the purpose of it.

The President asked that 211 whco would please write
a letter to the Governor against the Eroyles Eills.

Mrs. Morris read an invitation from the Chanpaign
League to hear Otto Bettag, who will be their guest spezker on
the Welfare Itenm.

e roposed Budget was read by the Secretary, and on

The proro g ) < 3 Y s
motion of Mrs. Lanpke, seconded oy Mrs. Luprton, it wes accepted
and .adopted.

Mrs. Lupton reported on the proposed agenda for the
next year and submitted the report of her coamittee, sugzesting

the following

Item 1:

Mrs.

b

Mrs.
out that we ha

The

Es

items:

I _ . e .
A 8tudy of local welfzare, with action
where 1lndicstead.

" L. . :
Analyslis, witnh action where ne
- -+
- ~

governnental units within

Winn moved thet we adopt Item 1, seconded by

Mre, Riley, carried.

Morris spoke for the Welfare Item; she pointed
d studied it at both the state and local level.

President asked for genersl discussion, sgying

that the program is made by the League membership.




—
favor of Item 2. Discusslion followed. Mrs. Gibson pointed
out that actually a workshop on this iten would determine
which partic@lar field of local goveranment we would work on
with the committee's findings submnitted to the Board before
sction would be taken in any way. Mrs. Winn 21so0o spoke .for
the item, sgying that in any event, we had to study anything
for g year before taklng action of any kind. o
Mrs. Lupton discussed continuing responsibilities,
and 1t wss decided Lo continue in our suprort of school
financisl problems and organization.
Mrs, Smith read suggested Flatform changes 2s follows:
Thst we remove from the Jurrent Agenda of 1954-1955:-
"Item IT - To continue consideration and action where aprroved
-by the membership on S“hO“l financiel problems gnd OFQQU;Z”ti n." -
- to tne Continuing Responsibilities - re-placing Item I on -
Continuing Respcn319111ties. Fresent Continuing Responsibilities
reads: "I - That we oppose the Community Unit District for School
District #61." Thiec Continuing Resnons'Lility is now to be
considered: "I - Continued support of School Financial and
Organizationel needs where such surrort is deemed in the best
interests of the community." - Cn notion by Mrs. Lelgh, seconded
by Mrs. Morris, suggested changes as above set forth were voted
upon oy the membersnlp present and motion carried.
Mrs. Donnvu“ thankzed the members of the Board who had ’
served durlng the past year. She spoke of our one defeat
Counecil Manager., Mrs. Lupton thanked Mrs. Donovan as retiring
president, on behalf of the Board.
Mrs. Donovan spoze 2bout the new Zy-laws, saying that
this would be the first time they would be in effect, as part
of thls Board nad been slected for 1 year and part for 2.
Mrs., Pettee was asked to give the report of the Nominating
Sommittee, which was as follows:

Nominations for Officers and Directoro o

of Women Voters of Decatur,

submitted by the Nominsgting

Tt
for 1855~

Il1linois,
Committee:

Fresident, ----------v--we-w- ¥re,., H. W. Glbson,

lst fic -President, -----=-- Mrs, Janes W. Hurley,

2nd Vice-Fresident, -=----- ¥Mrs, Frederick S. Schudel,

Secretary, —=——cmweemm—e—— Mrs. C. F. Gebhardt,

Treasurer, —---ececcmcmceee-- Mrs., G. R. Cohn,

Directors, -—-----emeevueo--o Mrs. James Leligh, 2 years,
Mrs. Forrest Martin, 2 yesrs,
Mrs., Thomas McCracken, 2 years,
Mrs, Charles Griffin, 1 year,
Mrs. F. A. MacKay, 1 year,
Mrs, Artahur Adelman, 1 vear,

Nominating Committee for 1955-56:
Chairman, ------------ Mrs. Gerald Cox,

Members,

- e ww e = = = . -

Mrs. Jewl Doubl eday ,
Nicholson.

l‘/l&S. Jo lvio




Respecti tted by the Hominating
Committee: ipton, Betty Sizamens,
Lola Smnith, i, Ann Pettee, Chsirmen.

The President thnen called for nominagtions from tae
floor, and there being none, Mrs. Ann Kuans moved that the
nominations be closed gnd that tae Secretary be instructed
to cast a unanimous vote for the slate as presented; seconded
by Mrs. Kessler; carried.

Mrs. Gibson, the new President, was asked to come
to the sgpeaker's tsble. She spoze aboult items that would
come up outside of thes worzshops, snd asxked for any
saggeqtions anyone mignt aave at gny ti taat
we needed to find out why our ni were so poorly
attended and why we are not maZing prog 2 She
also said that our second blg job will c Mgnager;
that the 1ssue cgme to a head at tin n we ew there
was a time 1limit before the vote; that we cculd not put our
finger on what was wrong; tast we 3id our work very well;
that she felt one thing was that we did not know encugh
about our commission form of government. She stated that
she felt visite to the Joun 11 meetings were advisable
on Monday and Thursday mornings at 10 in order thst we may
evaluate tunat form of ~overﬁleit, so that if it comes up
again in four years we will znow more about our present
type of government; so that we will xnow wnetaer or not
we will be Jjustified in cutcori'ng any kind of campaign.
This is a decision the Board must fsce, she felt. Voters'
Service 1s the third item, she s2id; thst we need to mzake
the citizens of the clty more recistration conscicus; get
campaign issues before tane peorle and stir up interest in
voting and in in’onnei voting. She asked that the newly
ele"teu officers 2nd directors meet wita her for five

minutes at the close of the Annuzal Meeting.

Mrs. Samith discussed the Freedom Agenda Froject,
and sald that TV procrans over WCIA will begin April 17th.
She glso discussed various progcramns to Te given by other

leagues.

Mrs. Donovan,

the meeting

‘ﬁfh. 3. F. Gebaardt, Secr retary.

Financial Report and BudZet agttached hereto.
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LEAGUEOF WOMEN VOTERS OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF

April 1, 1955

Cash on Hand 3/31/55 $1,3L1.16
Receipts
Dues 35 @ $3.00 105,00
1l Yew
21 014
Decatur Club Neeting 57.00
162.00
Total Receirts 1,503.46
Expenditures
Publications ~ - 15.00
Decatur Club Neeting 55.00

70.00

Cash On Hand l./1/55 1,433.46




