


‘ LEAGUE UF WOLEN VOTERS

Harch 31, 1969

The combined rmeeting of the outgoing and inconing boards was held at the hone of
rs, rerlin Barber, 934 W. William, with irs. Janet Jestenhaver presiding.

- - ~ . - % ‘
PRESHIT: llesdanes ‘Jestenhaver, 3arber, Schade Crow, ilip-ler, Johnson, rrotzman,
-lamn, Jeinman, iiller, Leilman, Beck, .iee, Coberly, Onlsen, Deffenbaugh and Bouers.

WSLlT:  iiesdvnes Butler, Dakin, Dumas and iloan.

AGUrsS: The minutes of the regular board neeting, February 20, 1969, :ere approved
as rend. The ninutes of the larcn 21 swecial boardneeting uere anproved as ro:d.

TABWSULER'S RuoU.T:  Cash on hand, 3-1-69, ,Lh9.L3. Total .eceints, 45L9.70.
Lxpenditures, .527.57. Cash on hand, 3-31-69, L71.56. s of 3-31-69, the 50th
Anniversary Finance Drive tot:l in the .lutual lio~e and 3avings accoint amounted
to 1,188.50.

ALLwUHCA .o 1) ps. Seciade announced that 8 Decatur L.JV nebers attended tihe
briefing at the League office in Springfield during our .iarch 25 visit to the
Legislature. 2) irs. schode said we will have 7 elegates attending the LV State
Conventi.n in reoria April 27, 23, and 2i. There i - visitor's pass for those
uisiing to attend for one d:7. ‘nyone wisa ng w be n alterncte delegate should
. contact ..rs. uciinde. 3) .irs. .estenhaver re d the utote swinary of school consensus
questions, attached to the secretarie's covy of tie -inutes. L) Copics of Tiis IkUirLi'S
FRUSIDEIT, a book that has been Linrd to obt: n, will be on sale at the Convention for
2,70 a eony. It is on the recormiended reading list for the Llectoral College study.
5) UBC will prerent 2 series of TV prograuis dealing with poverty storting uister
Sunday. The title is Challenge of a Closer .loon. 6) lirs, iiiller announced a Tuesday
evening TV program presenting former Ambassador Reichauer on Japan. 7) Lirse
Westenhaver read a communication from the Decatur Education Association concerning
a speach by a forucr National Education Association president to be held April 1i,
at 7:30 under DEA sponsorship. 8) The Governor's Conference on Youth will be iiay
15 & 16 at the Pick-Congress liotel in Chicago. 9) A commmication from Decatur
School Superintendent Ilarmon Baldwin asked for the names of three LWV members as
candidates to work on a co'waittee to devd op a long range plan for building or
replacing school buildings, 10) A communication from the lational LWV office states
that April 17 is the kickoff for the 50th \nniversary Fund Drive. 11) A stotement
fro- State iluman Resources Chairman Janet Otwell agreed thiat e vere within League

position in susporting the Decatur Fair llousing Urdinances when a Decatur LWV p$mper
testified before the Feb. 2l City Council .leeting. The City Carporation Council had

questicned the legality of the easures we were suprorting., 12) Lirs Schade had
= i bt ey =X . ~ E=c fi N e - e il 4_!. > + -~ Q!‘ -
been asked by iir. Lindley liurt of the .acon County JQT%LJQ§_COHu1@JC8AP}hTTg our
vierbers to “mrite letters to the ‘lacon County Conservation District supporting the
i \ = . s B - " 1 - e 1+ + ) - - - (1..
purchase of the Ogelsby .ionsion. Tuis is not a Leapue positlion, bubliheﬁooﬁrd agreed
to consider asking the nerbership (in the WT.R) to do this &SIIR?IV}quaLh if thig 50
- TR | L. k- AT E AT sath o 1 3 s & W ey
desire. If the idea is controversial, we nay -rant to present both sides as a voters

service. 13) lirs. Westenhaver amnounced that at an invitation frou tiie Champaign
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MV, several of our State Convention Delegates had aggreed to teet with ghampal?n ",
1 'l I 4 1tem for aontatio o) 30 -
delegates to work on a Water and Air PFollution item for presentation at the convention
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SCL.UOL STUDY

r cormittee has received more information

than can be use corr ittee would like to cut sone
of it before distributic they would like to publish the
co plete information in reed to this. .rs. Borers noved

we authorize the distribu
the City Council
Seconded and p
to contributors.,

the School Board Candidates and
stributed through Voters Service.
sed, lirs, -:ee asked for 150 cories of each Tact sheet to be sent

nUHAALl RESOURCES:  lirs.
coriittee recently con
drafting co .
as part 8 of the
Seconded and passed.

Beck announced that the wunity llousing Survey her

in il tional Uffice by .iay 1 to be used in
She presented juestions to be included
stions be accepted by the board,

PBLIC LATIVS s lirs. Barber said she is sending letters
people re hope to huve speaking on the special telephone 1
Conversations progra:1 with WDa,

to the State and natiuvnal
ines during the Community

O:0GALITZ2ATIVIN:  Llrs, lleilmon said information on the April 1 units will be in the
Voter.

FIUALICE:  lrs. llee read letters from a couple of our contributors cormending our
Tocal Leaguc. /e have noir received 1,221.50 fro:- our re bers. The usual uenber
contribution is around 200,00 lNon-me bers have contributed :695. She has half
the cards in from the solicitors and -ould like to send a follou-up letter to
contributors who have not yet donated.

1irs. “lestenhnver presented the following letter to be sent to the .layor =rith copies
to Corporation Council Landholt and re bers of the City Council concerming our stand
on proposals to the Hrian Relations Comission. The amended le tter follovs:

"Dear .iayor Rupp:

On Fobruary 2, 1969, a statement supporting certain sections of the
ilwian Relations Co uiission propesal uas read by .irs. Robert C. ochade
as Decatur League Representative. .ir. Londholt indicated that he felt
the lLeapue was acting irresponsibly to support passage of ordinances
which had not been proved constitutional.

e have submitted copies of the League statement along with the proposals
of the lluman Relations Con ission to the State loard of the League. They
concur irith the Decatur League in the follouing:

tDetermining constitutionality is not the function of the
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the function of the courts.!
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STATEMENT OF POSITION ON STRUCTURE AND FINANCING OF ILLINOIS SCHOOLS

(This is arrived at from the consensus from all Leagues in Illinois after study
and discussion.)

The League of Women Voters of Illinois believes basic changes should be made in the
structure and financing of Illinois Schools. -~

The League believes that a non-political State Board of Education should be estab-
lished to develop policies and set standards for the whole state. to carry on re-
search in problems of education and to formulate long range plans. Although various
preferences were expressed, the League would be satisfied with any one of several
ways of achieving such a State Board of Education.

The League believes a Superintendent of Public Instruction should be appointed. He
should be responsible to the State Board of Education. This appointment should be
non-political and based on professional qualifications.

The office of County Superintendent of Schools should be discontinued. A regional
basis of organization, based on the optimum size for providing adequate service and
supervision should be established. Any new administrative structure should be con-
sistent with a responsible State Board of Education and an appointed Superintendent.
The system of local school boards should be retained.

The League of Women Voters regards the present financing of schools as unsatisfactory.

‘?isparities in educational expenditure which are caused by disparities in local tax-

ble resources should be reduced. It recommends :

1) A vastly increased foundation level.

2) An improved system of distribution of state aid. Suggested changes in the
state aid formula include: abolish flat grants, change average daily attendance
to average daily enrollment, achieve more realistic equalization among school
districts by the manner of state distribution. There is a strong agreement
that funds to pay for these changes should be financed by a state income tax.

3) A rational realignment of school districts based on plans and incentives de-
veloped at the state level. The redistricting plans should work to eliminate
tax havens, to smooth out disparities among neighboring communities, and to
create student bodies large enough for optimum educational results. Financial
impediments to consolidation such as non-uniform assessment practices, dis-

criminatory or inadequate bonding power, and over-reliance on property tax
should be removed.

The League believes special consideration should be given to solve special problems,
particularly the problems of inner city schools and schools with large numbers of
disadvantaged children. There is concern for the problems brought about by segrega-
tion in the schools. The League does not want legislation which might prohibit or
penalize the local school district in embarking on plans for desegregation. The
League recommends extra state funds to meet special problems.
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