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History Cont'd.: Z.
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3. "In less than an hour after

his proclamation of war Governor Yates had
for six regiments of volunteers (the gquota
o T 5 X
Secretary of War), and Decatur rushed to th

or the first organized company enl
opened a recruiting office in Pow
men, almost as fast as they COULd

he Bighth I1llinois Militia."

ct O

A, & B, of

From Personal Recollections,
by Jane Martin Johns,
Decatur Chapter Daughters
American Revolution,

Pages 142 and 143.
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EAST MAIN STREET IN 1836
Looking east from Lincoln Square. Made from painting by Robert Whitfeld of New York state,
apprentice under R. F. Jones, painter. - 35

11The first brick sidewalk, according to N. L. Krone, was laid in 1836. Tt was around
what is now the Bachrach corner on Lincoln Square.

2 Frank L. Hays, who first came to Decatur in 1833, said that when the stage drew up’in
front of the Harrell house with a great flourish, ncarly all the male inhabitants of the town were
out to meet it. Most of the men in the crowd were barefoot. It was a new sight to Mr. Hays to-
see a crowd of grown-up men in their bare feet.

The Stamper and Condell store, which was started in Decatur in 1843, was then at the north-
east corner of Lincoln square, in a two story brick building twenty feet wide. That building can
be seen in the illustration, “East Main Street in 1856”. It was one of two brick buildings here at
the time, and was known as the Brick store. The firm later secured twenty feet more of ground

to the north and erected a new building. For manhy years this was the leading storc in Decatur.
The firm dissolved about 1870.

The picture on Page 188 also shows other stores of the '50s. Tmmediately cast of the court
house (the building at the extreme right of the picture) was the Roberts drug store in the little
frame building which stood on the present site of the West drug store building. In the first three-
story building beyond was the Gazette office. This building (still standing) is believed to be the
oldest three-story building in Decatur, Immediately beyond that building is the Powers block.. In
one of the small buildings east of that block was the Rarnes drug store. The brick building at the
corner (still standing) housed the Griswold hardware store. Across the strect, cast, was Tom
Albert's restanrant,

* William Martin had a packing house in Decatur and introduced sugar cured hams and
bacon. Martin's sugar cured hams gained a reputation all over the country.

4 The fire of Dec. 30, 1859, started in Lowcenstein & Bros. Young America clothing store on
Fast Main street, then spread to Wingate's New York store, John Holsworth’s bakery on East
Main, and to James Faust's hat and cap store on Water strect. On the west it reached William
Scanlan's clothing store, Fuller and Benton's Auction store and George Goodman’s grocery. The
total loss was around $30,000. Four of the buildings belonged to J. F. Montgomery, and he had
no insurance on them. C. H. Fuller and Goodman & Baker were other losers.

After the fire the Weekly Gazette said: “Let us wake up. Let the city council appoint
fire wardens, prepare ladders, and buckets and build cisterns, and be ready to protect our people
against another such calamity.” :

" When the second Methodist church was built, a furnace was installed. It was the first
furnace in Decatur. ’ :

Rich mond, ,Mabtii

196 Confnnial HISTORY OF MACON COUNTY - 1930
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"Lincoln closed that famous campaign of 1858 with a speech in Powers
Hall on East Main Street in Decatur on Monday night, November 1, the day
before the election, although in Springfield on the previous Saturday, Oc-
tober 30, he had said in his address, 'My friends, today closes the dis-
cussions of this canvass.'

"'The weather was unpleasant, a heavy rain falling, but the crowd was
there,' said Dewitt C, Shockley in 1909, speaking of the Powers Hall address,
"After the meeting had adjourned, a number of his friends went with him to
the Revere House on Franklin Street and were with him until after midnight,

I don't remember who was in the group at the hotel that night. I was there
but I can't recall who besides Lincoln was in the party.

“That particular night all the men who went to the hotel after the meet-
ing were Republicans, but the Democrats were among his warmest personal friends.
There were Sherry Wait, Jasper J. Peddecord, Henry and William Prather, Steve
¥Whitehouse, all Democrats,"

From
Otto R. Kyle's Abraham Lincoln in Decatur,
fages 08-99, Vantage Press - New York, 1957.
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Mark Twain Januzr 14,
First Lecture - The imerican Vandal Abroad

, was well filles

hs and silks wers

T237 t - congenial 1o

exhibitions - wzs limd er The
city was out in fu i as
and decency zani 4 characterisiics
sembled to i he loiterinss
and peregr vagaboni, 2
him as the m Sierrza Lec
Mr, Clemons (Mark Dr, 5. T. Tr

H

¢t

oh -
Hy ol

ant, n e i

His pronunc be b arp

in fact, a 3 e dra By e a

can be distinctl ard in any part of the house or hall, and la

y and gracefully..... He apostrophized the i
3 cussedness of European guides in a most empha:
manner - n=2 A d them as a pack of unscrupulous humbugs and
and he convulsed the audience by the Yankee tricks employed to ge:
of the guides, We wish osur limited time and space would permit us
give a full review of this =xcellent lecture - the "hero" of which
pears 1o e the semi-educated American, full of good nature, im
ity, who stands unabashed in the shadow of the Egyptian
fault with Reubens and Titian 's paintings; swaggers ur z=n=
Parisizn boulevards; criticized the architecture of the church Saint in-
gela in the imperial city of Rome; tells the British officers on ths
of Gibrzlter that they may consider their fortress impregnable,zu=
that he suesses a couple of our monitors would knock it all to “lind=rs

in 48 hours.....; enters the mosques of Constantinople, and grumbles =11

the while zbout the meanness of the foreigners who compel a man to =i _
off his boots before he can walk into thelr churches; scours across oz

flows from

capacitiy ani genera

® D

to Californy; weeps over the grave of Napoleon, weeps over the grave I
Louis XVI, weeps over the graves of Abelard and Eloise, the unfortunzz=
lovers, zand, in fact, weeps over the grave of everybody over whose grzvs
he is expected to weep, and thus he goes all over the world displayins
the curious characteristics and quaint originalities of the "American
Vandal" who nsver allows any one with whom he comes in contact to forss
that he is a2 citizen of the Great Republic of the New World,....

He (Twain) held the attention of the audience to the last moment, zni

no one who listened to him was in the least tired or wearied.,....ifr. Clszens
is a fascinating, as well as eloguent lecturer,

The success of this lecture, the first of the course for this sezson,
has abundantly demonstrated the usefulness of the library association.
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D AN ) Mutual Home and Savings Association
$Utﬁy/” 135 East Main
1856

In 1856 William Powers built a row of three story
buildings in the 100 block of East Main Street from Wat-
er Street west to the alley. The structure at 135 Bast
Main, now occupied by the Mutual Home and Savings Asso-
ciation, had on its third floor, Powers Hall, the first
stage .o exist in Decatur. The hall was a large room,
with chairs on a flat floor, and with a small stage or
platform. (Powers Hall should not be confused with the
Powers Opera House built some years later on a part of
the site of the present Hotel Orlando.)

Of the several buildings still in existence in Block
1 of the Original Town of Decatur, this one has the most
history related to it,

First, Richard J. Oglesby, usually referred to as.our
most distinguished citizen, is said to have developed much
of his oratorical ability in Powers Hall. Following a
successful trip west during the gold rush of 1849, he
spent part of the $4500 he returned with, on a twenty month
trip to Europe, Egypt, Arabia and Palestine. (April,

1856 to December, 1857). In Powers Hall he gave a series
of five travel talks holding his audience spellbound, some-
times for as much as three hours, Later, Oglesby was to

be described as one of the best stump speakers in the
country,

Second, also in 1858, a murder trial was ad journed
from the brick courthouse to Powers Hall to accomodate the
crowd., Lincoln was said to be the attorney who defended
the accused murderer.

Third, on Monday, April 15, 1861 within an hour after
Governor Yates called for Civil War volunteers, a recruit-
ing office was set up in Powers Hall, It is recorded that
the enlistees were signed up as fast as names could be
written, with Macon County signing up two full companies of
one hundred men each in two days' time. These became
Companies A, and B, of the Eighth Regiment of which Richard
B. Oglesby became colonel,

At the present time the windows of the former Powers
Hall are bricked in, there is no stage, only storage, and
the building is to be demolished as soon as a new Mutual
Home and Savings Association can be built Just west of the
present alley,



IF PLANS outlined Thurs-
~day to the City Council
become fact, the building
which  houses the Mutual
Home & Savings Association
will b2 demolished along with
that which formerly housed
the R.L. Bean Furniture Co.
Mutual has released plans to
build a new building on ground
it now uses for a parking lot
which is just north of the alley
. running on the east side of the
current structimre. Included in
the plans is demolition of Big
. Daddy’s Tavern, 139 S. Water
" Street and 2 building adjzcent
to the north to allow access io
drive-up teller windows ihe
firm plans to construct. Coun-
. cil members gave informal
~ approval of the plen.
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\ Phe's by Kares Eishoot ‘

! Furniture store, and the two officer of the Mutual Home & /

Decatur, Ilinois, Lriday, September 27, 1974

New Building Plans .
Revealed at Session

By Glen R Cooper property  bowsimg Big
Plans for a pew buildmg tp Deddrs Tawverm I3 S Water
se the Mutgal Home & Sav- S and the adomme building

E  Mzin St were revesled 0@ crests am access drive imlo
isv @ 2 Cty Coumcil - The savmgs facimy. :
Toe south end of the afley;
the wvonli remam epes feor public |

i
i
1

) learn
members’ feclings ea vacatmg N )
the porth end of am alley 5 T® CEYS emgmeenng
between East Wood amd East @V and degartment of
Main strests as 2 part of the CoSummEEy develpment belped |
proposed Improvement. deveiep 3 traffic flow pattern’
savings company buliding. Alles sad the saff recom-|
would be comverted to service Mends the proposal as 2 major

drivetp windows incinded = Inprovemenmt for downtown
plans for the new buildmg. Decatur.

Proposed plans call for the Members of the comncil gave
new building to be em a tract femtative approval to the plan
now used as a parking lot on the and indicated they would favor
west side of the ‘presemt vacating the alley when the

alley. proposal is offered for council

be razed. along with the building. Ronald Batterham. executive
formerly housing Bean’s vice president and managing .

gites used as a parking lot. | Savings Association. said con- "
Also proposed was the razing | struction could start within the
" of two buildings on South Water nextsix months.
 Street to provide access to the| He fold council and staff
_ firm’s parking lot and drive-up members plans for the con-
- windows. - |struction of the new facility
Lo ————ws—i———lhaven't been finalized. = 3
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Wait 25 more years for the first ancestor appeared, i SWI‘A Heuse ¢
show stage to be provided Yand‘ Decatur would not la » Q‘P;Ji’t(ri:e‘ .

it would : - v, 0 floor | 2 : i .: 3 3 Hous

it would be in a bare third floor wait 9 years for 4 t ,
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e “Hello Dolly” ancestor
¥as a one - acl play, ““A Day-
Well Spent,” by John Oxenford.
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| Was et Jan. 16, 1837 for a two - came to Decatur . and 2d The: 12
story  brick building in the Powers Hall. The city soon bad creciod by

 seutheast corner of the public the reputation of being a god 19 I

- square which later was named, i eater town and many of rhe T oas

Lincoln Sgquare. The building most prominent actors of e movies.
was to cost $10.625 and be.day appeared in Decatur (n! .
finished in 18 months. - laddition, the Decatur Muscal Do
The new courthouse was Union gave oratorios end Jconn-
' compicted and ready for oe.icerts in the ‘hall, Other gredps.
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became a new assembly hall there to accommodate +h € gliz
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