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Histor-v:
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lu)

':..r:: -icrre & Savings
::-- -:.3 lld floo:)

- :.::;lvey of Block

=:= 
-.ur, A11 lots

Assoclation)

1 - Original Town
9 and 10.

l::--a: i Un;ir .

ree story builc-ings was built bY

the 100 block !:. i:zin, from llater

E. lrrain Sl. h"J, c:l
with the first -ta;e

third
Decaiur.

, *'^ ^ *irr+rrr 1I UIr= rrkeu*rIenry Bachraeh sold' the prcper'r'i +uo

Szvings Asscciation for $50'003.

Oglesbyrs travel leetures '::' Fcise:s ^iaii-

I,{. Johns' quote on Powers iial"s ':ise ic: le-
Civil Uar volunteers. (attacn+lj'

-r-. -i:.= lecord. in the lilacon County Assessor's Jj:1:= (-::t')
iescribes the building as having nasonry Ha:is :'-'---:: splead

ioc-"ings, exterior wails of concrete blOck aBi e.=.:.on brick,
:::.inbeamsandjoistsofwood-tandwoodiloo:s-;'-'l-las-
phalt iile.

(See attached for :=...ail-s oi
Items?&3a'al;.i

name! I{utual Home & Savings Association.
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History Con+.'1.: -a

rtel:- i: = 
':: -.-^-; ^:- 

=qi,---tq I -r-:niC-irf i -r::.:::--1::- =-:-: :,iS_ -:---_':' *i
tiiirst for ai-v=:--;": :: l- :::-^ :--l- a;a" 1::--:. :': ::-:::: 

=:::=:'::(i;;j , ="i :.-: :-:= :: ::.: :- -::=-:: .: --13 r:=:: -:r :-r -- - -':i:- = :a:--:r
of eight De:a:'= :-::- t:-: ::- -:=:1 --:-: ;-a1::s --.^ -'-- ---:::-:'- -: -:-:. J5-
lesby d-rov: 2* --=v:-:j:'-,- ---::=.,.., :-a,r;a i-:i:-:1 :-=---,- i:::==.i^-, ii.
Oglesby a1;a;-s ::-i --:-.-- -.:.; =:-: i:--;-::i :-:: -, :F- :i -=:r -r-= '-? --r-'-i-
the stin'ia:-:t- t-s'..: ::: =':::':':: =..':=z--'-ll::-- 1rT::::-r::::-:::';g
knowledge :i --:-: ;::-: =:-: :: - =,-........--'. -;-==:'-....-::::::-=a == 

--3-

vote the ;r3ce3is :i ::-: l=-- -::.----1 '.'::--"-:': --: ::.'-':'-; = l-==: r:-:-i-

Palestin= a:-: -:-s= = :':3:.....a:'-';,:--- i-::: -:: -=::----=:, -:-=-.....--::
stor; ha: :: :: --:1: -:-:^': :{: :-'-:--- :=..-:: :: ::-:=- -i-,-- :l':-'s
finaliy -!::: :.-- --r i:-';:: = ==='=u :: --:---::: :- --:: :l- il-: :.

ledge ci:-:: ;i::--..r.tr--' --. -'.----.
Great j:1 --a-:- -:-: jj-:::e, i;:-' t:- ;-.

tt-- __.- ^ -: -- ^
- - tra: -ii=D= -

woni eri..: :-,---='J|a ;o;er oi'
tirsr..... ---:: =i:.i:=r cnce
off ni-: ::lla:: a:''i, c'.liis'.

"i:o-ba:iy as a rS+u!Iii! s::rr^::' :-:
i: n=n- -:- =5a:5a : i. -.lnoo :.a ;ol l:lS=]_i _:-!J 

=-

He ras el=sl:ic, ncvj-ng, ful-1 of pei:e--:a-":r:
nunica-uai : -.-self +-o lis lis'r,en:rS....."

,l* a

Iron
by

3. "fn less than an hour aftei Flesiie:l-- Lr-3:--:-::=s:=i
i:is proclanaiion of Har Governor Yates hari s.rppis=3nid 1-- rj.--:- ' ^=-'
for six regiments of volunteers (the quoia assignei Illlrlc'= :J --:-=

Secretary of i{ar), and Decatur rushed to the fron-, in ar::l='t:=:: --3:-aer
the 3overtror ihe first organized company enlisted in ih= =--a:3. J.=;.--.:''=

iohn Pos't opened. a lecruiting office in Po;ters riail , e::i. i=3 =:l- s-3a:-
ing in his men, almost as fast as they eould. rrrite thei: !:er:s......1i3
two eonpanj-es were hurr:ied to Springfield., xhere they co:s--1::--e: l::-:a=l:s
A. & 3. of the Elghth Illinois l{ilitla."

From Personal Recollecl:-an:, ::-:-:35-<
by Jane itartin Johns, p:t: i-s:.=-i sr:- -"re

Decatur Chapter iaugh-.e:s :i --:e
American RevolutioD, I :"2.

Pages L42 and' l+).
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ff"beis .

',prug'3.tir?

R rchmond' l'llohel

HIsroRY oF MAcolg couNTY ts 30

,{"1i:;?; ii' '-;;', co 
'Decatut

*,-j

E.{ST \IAIN STREET I\ 1856

raking east rrom Li.cur' So,a?"i::i{r'"",';"1"i5,1;, l:IX 
\\'r"'r:i:ri :i \tr York state'

- - 
',i,*-r,t.i 

1:::i ' 'lcualk' acc''rdirrg to I L' Xrone' qar l" - :r' lsln' I1 ra: 'lrurrlrri

what is no*.thc IliclrrrL:h corf(r rirr Linc'rln Srlttarc' .-- ..-- it.. r,ij.
:rrark I-. IIr\r' \lr ' "'"' 

t"tu" lr) l)cc:rlllr irr 1R55 'airl lii'i \r''n llrr iri{' dreN illt ltl

fro,t.I thc llarrclr ]rt,rr.e rrtii, " *r""i flourislr. ncrrly rll tlrc nrale irtirrlritants oi the towrr werr

otlttomeetit.][ostoltl'e,,"ni.thecrow.trvcLellare{oot.Itu'asanewsighttc'}Ir.Haysto
sm a crowd of grown'up men in their bare feet'

The Stamper r.A C""i"ff".r.r.,'*iJ"U was started in Dccatur in 1843, rvas then at the rlorth'

rnst c()rncr o{ I-itrcoln t',t'^1"'.''it'"lo'o story l'rick huilding twenty feet t'irle' That huilding can

he seen in the illustration,';;":;rui"it Stre"i in 1856"' It q'as one of two lrrick brrildings here at

the tirne, anrl *as rtno*n 
"t 

-it'" 
Brick st're' The firm l"tt"""u'"tl trventy feet more o{ ground

tolhenorthandtrectctlanewlruilrling.Iiormahyycarsthisrvastheleadingstorcinl)ccatllr.
tnt oil,.oi:::[:t"".'""'"t-]til; 

also shorvs or'cr srorcs of trrc '50s. Tnrmctliatctv crct 'f thc cottrt

lrouse (the l'rril'ling at tn" ".i""'" 'i*t" oi tt'" pittu'") r'"s the Rol'ctts drug storc in thc littlc

lrame buikling q.hich srood ";';;;;":.;, 
sirc of the. wcst drrg storc builrlins' In the fitst threc'

str-r)' huiltlirrs berond nas tn"'il*iit "m""' rr'i' t'u;riing'itiitt tt^naitgl is lrlieved to hc the

oklert lhrce rtorv brrihling t"';;;;;'' Inrnrcrliatcly f*""a-trt"t l'rriltling is lhe Porvers hlmk' In

trne ,,f thc srrrru I,rrillirrl{r ";"; 
,,i ii,;i l,lork Nas tl" n^rr,". rlrug store' Thc lrrick b.iltlins at tlre

q111n11 (rtill rl.ttrrling) tt"rr*ctt thc (irissoltl hilrllNlre st(\rc Across thc strtct' cnst' $rs Tom

i\ll{r t,'r t.rli\!l xl\t'
t \\'illirnr llrrtirr hrrl n packin* hotrsc in I)tcatur anrl introrluccd srtfar curctl hams and

brcon. trtattin's sttFar ctlrctl ltmrs gaincrl a rcputation all ovcr thc c()llntry'

' The lire ot Dcc' 30' 1859' ltartcd in h*'cns-tcin & llros' Young Amcrica clothing rtorc on

Ersr rtain srrccr, thcn.n;.;;';; wir*",",, Nc* yo.k*st;rc, John Ilolsworth's bakcrv on I'lart

lrtain, and to James l-"u.i,""f,"i-"na-"1r.,o." "" 
W"i".".i."",] Ot 

'h" 
wcst it reachcd William

Scanlan,s clething .,*., i.tf.i'o",i-g;,*', .nu"tion,.io* ona C.nrg. Cootlman'r sroccrv' The

totel loss q.as arcund $Joil;:' ;;.; ;; trilain*-" ur"*J t" I. i. Montgomerv, and hc had

no insurance on them' C] rl" ftrr"t init Cootl-an & Baker were othcr losers'

After the n.. *. rv..r.iy'i"*u. said-: _,,Let ir'*"t.-"r. 
Lct the city council appoint

firc rarden:, p."p"r. Uaa.r], "la"U*t.L-"ra 
Urifa 

"i"t.rn.-,-"ti 
U. r.nav to protct our pcoplc

*."': ri[::1'."l1"iii*Ir",st church rar built, e (urnacc war instatlcd Ii rcs thc fi.t

hrnrcj in Dertur'

?aq&
tfo C.nte'nial

Aho

-l
)

-l.-t



"tlneoln closed that fanous canSulgn of 1858 rlth a speech in Powers
Hal1 on East lilaln Street ln Decatur oa l{ond.ay n16ht, ltlovember 1, the day
before the eleetlon, although in Sprlngfleld on the prevlous Satu:rday, 0c-
tober J0, he had. sald. in hls add.ress, 'My friends, tod"ay closes the dls-
cusslons of thls earvass" r

"'The weather ras unplelsant, a heavy raln fal1lng, but the crord. was
therer' sald Bewltt C. Shockley i.n LgA9, speaklng of the Powers Ha11 address.
"After the meeting had aCJourned, a nunber of hls frl"end.s went wlth him to
the Revere House on Franklln Street and were slth him untll after mldnlght.
f donrt remember rho was ln the group at the hotel ihat night" I was there
but I eanrt recall who besld.es llncoln Has tn the 1arty.

"bhat particular nlght all the men rho went to the hotel after the neet-
l"ng nere Republlcans, but the Depocrats rere among hls rarnest personal frlenCs.
There rere Sherry $alt, Jasper J. Pedd"ecorrl, Henry and Sill-iarn Prather, Steve
lfhltehouse, all Democrats'. "

Froa
Otto R. Kylers Abfaha& Lincoln I"n Decatur'
**s*t 08-99, Yantage Press - i{ere Yorkr 195?.
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Mark Twain
First Lecture Abroad.

Powers iiaii, ::: l:==i=i' :;:ning, was well fil*=: ;1--h a 1-8:
and respectarie a-r:-::.,1 :. i.:ca:, c:-o1,hs anr-i. silks r€:€ ': ';he as:::-
d.ant, and the rc;i:i- :: "iis:'' e- =:=n'u - congenj-al- --c a3=f, nins'.::l
exhibitions - i'- =-:: :-1,--r' :e:::sentei. The in-u='-19=n:e ol :'::
city was ou'u 1n i'.i-- i::::, ,: :: :n--eriaine:l as t=l-l t:'-ls+.ruc--::,
and deeency ar:a i:ci:--, :'e:3 --:-: :...:kei ci:.aracie:is--1cs :i -"hose :.-
sennbLed to :rea: .'.1:': I;=-:' . i' -=::,':tse on the ioi'-=t::=-= , ponieri.r-;-s ,
and" peregrina-.icns :i -"n: 1:;::e::-- -.-,:rlcan vagaboni, :3s'::1ate<i :3
hin as the "Yall"-", ;:: 'r -.c := i:'::-: ltc:' ii=rra Lez:-= -;c Si-'oe-:.
&1r. Clemons (Xa=* Ia'-l:.. ',i- 1::--::,--,-:=::;* ):. S. f. l::i.:::i-i.ge.

I,ia.rk is a a:-- :::ii--, --r: r--::.'' :: -:---,-= 3?a--ief.aa, xi--"h pi:t= -
ant, sparkrin3 1::--e'-igen-- fea-.'.::"sr 1::;:-:-:el1ne:- ri:stache. ....
His pron'anc:.:ic.:a::no'L be -cei-rer 1=:e:-be: t:-.a:: as a rl-easing d:-:r--
in fact, a rrer:r ":r:=ebie drarl - ev"-r =1n3ia rc::i he articulate:
can be dj-s--j-nc--.;'rearC in any par'u of tae house or hali, anC 1a:;:=;:
flows froe :in easi-iy and gracefulJ-y..... He apostpophized. the i:-
capaci-u;r :-il; 3eneral eussed.ness of European guides ifr a most enlir::1:
marlnei - h: leno'.inceC them as a pack of unscrupulous humbugs and 3:-==--s,
and he ccnr:l-sed the audienee by the Yankee tricks enployed. to ge: --ez3
of th: gui:es. i{e 'xish ,ur l-lnited tlne and space would permit u= ::
glve a ful-: reviex of this :xcel-lent lecture - the "hero" of whier. :;-
pears ro le --ne seni-educated Anerican, fulI of good nature, impr:::::
and. euricsi:y, riho stand.s unabashed 1n the shadow of the Egyptian 

=::-nids; finjs fault rith Reubens and ?itlan 's pa.in-"lngs; swaggers i:::::
Parisian boulevard.s; critlcized the architecture of the church Sai-a: -r-:-
gela 1n the inperial city of Rome; tel1s the British officers on *uh3

Rock of Gibralter that they nay consider thelr fortress impregnable,:':--
tha'r, he guesses a eouple of our monitors would knock 1t all to "Iinie::
in48hours.....;entersthemosc1uesofConstantinop1e,andgruinb1es
the rhile about the meanness of the forelgners who compel a man +.c :r:l-
off his boois before he can walk into their churches; scours across --::
great Arabian Desert and" declares it ain't a patchln to the overlali.::::e
to Californyi Heeps ove-r the grave of l,Iapoieon, weeps over the grave ::
l,ouis XYI, reeps over the graves of Abelard and Elolse, the unfortuna::
lovers, ani, in fact, weeps over the grave of everybody over whose gra?3
he is expected. to r.reep, and thus he goes all over the worId. displayie=;
the eurious characteristics and quaint origlnalltles of the "Anerican
Vandal" xho never a11ows any one with whom he comes in contact t,o folg=--
that he is a citlzen of the Great Repnblic of the New 'l,IorlC. . .. .

He (Train) nefa the attention of the aud-ienee to the last monenz, "ii
no one xhc listened to hirn was in the least tired or rearieC.....F{r. 'llelels
is a fascinating, as relI as eloquent leeturer.

The success of this lecture, the first of the eout:se for this Se:=3rlr
has abundantly demonstrateC the usefulness of the library assoeiation. k=-

3



vio:= -;o the fo:::---::- :: --:-'s soeiety, scarceiy a cc::::=- '= =---:- ::
ou::liizens coui: ie -:":*::a -uc turan oui. to hear tre::"-- -:::-- --=-:-
an: ;:fted lecturer. .:a-:;1:;,', un,1e:: the wel] crgat-r1:": ::::-: 1-'
ju:1::-cus enle:prls= =:-;--r;r.=i ry the ladies coinpcsinr --:-: =:-:: - :,- - ::
ci:a::3ed for ti:e ce'---z:. l::e iiterary and intelieelual i'-::---1=-,= :j -.---:

pec;re hrve been le',':-:;et uniil the polished and :ea'j::i-; :--:::1:-l:= ::
ac::n'nllsled anC e- c;:::::" orators are relished in i:leie:::-:: :: ::-: ::,::::
ari s*uale jests :i --:: "::i man" in the burnt cork cer.:3--, :::---:::.:::1-
bujloonery of r::: : :r: :.-:nbling in the sawd-usl rin3 :i --:-: :":::-.. :-::
lunis refining i-::1i,i::r33 anC- most gratifying resul'", ;e a:: ::-:-1 =::::=:ro the laiias :,i lec:':':l , and He are truly prouC -.c:i::: :::-:r'-*:;: ::.:'l
s elvices in -"::e 3aus 3 cl literature, christianity a-n: ::i:- ::-,:-: . ::: - --

nc-- been fol -,i:el= xell-timed philanthropy, our ci-.;r -;:--- ::: .':::: :*:.;i.?

ne3-.ec-,ei '"3 ics--e: ir encourage a taste for mental ::c=:i--':-. -- 'lr. lI
t:.?1 , sr'.- ;-? 3.33 :crs, to the ladies of the i-ibrary -:3:1a:':-,

]i.''
'-^</t' 'za, z u c'-- T-'-41't+rci t:+'*+Li' ; ''J "-r-'u'Z '-7 4' -- ' 'z -" -'-t-
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&)- llutual Home and Savlngs Assoclatlon
1lJ East Maln

1856

rn 18J5 L{rlllam powers bullt a row of three storybuildlngs ln the 100 hrock of East Main street from i,{at-er street west to the al1ey. The structure at lJJ EastMain, now oecupied by the Mutual Home and. Savings Asso-crat.ton, had on lts thlrd floor, powers Ha11, the flrststagg' io exlst in Deeatur. The ha1I was a large roon,rith chairs on a flat floor, anC wlth a smal1 Jtrg" o"platform. (Powers Ha1l should not be confused" with thePowers 0pera House built some years later on a part ofthe site of the present Hotel Or1ando. )0f the several buildings stilr in existence in ,rock1 of the Origlnal Town of Decatur, this one has the mosthistory related to lt.
First, Richard J. Oglesby, usually refe*ed to as.ournost distinguished cltlzen, is said to have developed. muchof hls oratorical abillty in powers Ha1l. Followlng asuccessful trip west durlng the gold rush of 1g49, hespent lnrt of the $4J00 he returned with, on a twenty month

*:f l" P=op:, Esypt,.Arabia and palestine. (.l,pril,
1UJ6 to Decenber, l.B5?). In powers Hall he grr" 

" seriesof flve travel talks holding hls audience spellbound, some-tlmes for as much as three hour". Later, 0glesly was tobe descrlbed as one of the best stump speaters in thecountry.

- Second, also in 1858, a nurder trlal r.ras adJourned.from the brick courthouse to powers Har-I to accomodate thecrowd-, r,incoln was said to be the attorney who clefended.the accused murd_erer.
Thlrd, on lvlonday, April 15, 1861 wlthin an hour afterGovernor Yates called for clvl1 !{ar volunteers, a recrult-ing offlce Has set up in porers Hal1. It is recorrC.ed thatthe enllstees were slgned up as fast as names could bewritten, wlth Ivlacon county signing up two ful1 eompanles ofone hundred men each in two diys'-time. These beeame

companies A. and B. of the oighth Regiment of which Richardi3. Oglesby became colonel.
At the present tine the wlndows of the former powers

i{a1l are brlcked in, there is no stage, only storage, andthe building is to be demollshed as soon as a new l{utual
Home and savi-ngs Assoclation can be built just west of thepresent aIIey.
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