
Register oi Cid Buildings
Macp;r County iii-st,crical Ccor-d.inating Councll

Ad.d.ress r Boiling Sprin3s Rc:d,

name OI Ofrglnal OIfnerS u 3!:i ianlts.
t

HistorJ: The brlck e-=lls cu-*=lie ani the room partitions inside reach
from the'top dorm to a fo'-:r:z--j-or. lel.or ground level and are 10", to 12"
thick, 'There 1s a fioo:ea t-a:an; unier pa,rt of the hoLbe, and when a
furnace was being insia1:aa, ll.e xori<-&en encountered. rpal lroblems, for
the silIs are of suci: irlck =.i 33avy oak that orrLinary tools were inpotent
in putting d.uets thro'agi: --ceE.n -

(tnis rotiotrs DATA 'dR::::-; ::; :rii. i;vrn,la srDE Ai'rD rs FRoH THE sAEE souRCE)

Note: Edwin Davis's'acck, 3e lj-ncc1ns, the Hanks, and. Hacon County, con-
tains nuch no:e lnfo=ea',lcn :.bout the Hanks faml1y.
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Present ornerls rlErger ?aui- l::-i-:=1.
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"John Hanks was a cousin of Abraham Lincolnts mo+-her, !irs. -'ia.:3f
Hanks Llncoln. He and his fanily came to ltlacon County fron i(en:,:icity =1828 or l.829, He llved near Boiling Springs untl1 his death Juiy is--,1889, 

.

"3esid-es John Hanks' connectioh wlth A. lincoln, he wab'one.of -,b=
countyrs busiest early citizens. He s,erved on the fi.rqt and. seeorui ' l3nd
juries and i+as a ranger ln Captain Johnsonrs eompany dur@the=31e-ck i{axL
Har. He daubed and chlnked the log eourthouse i-n Decatur and was pa"id
$9,8?-l/2 for his workr lie ma.d.b numerous tritrn.to Nex"0rleans by.ilat boat
and rept to Callfornla d.uring the goJ.d rush, He remained in California tra
or'three years on the first trip, and. in later year$ mad.e sbveral:other
trlps xesio During the Civil ilar, he was lragon master in U. S,'Grantrs
reginent. He wanted, President Lincoln to appOtnt him as an Ihdlan Agent,
bqt- i-t dpesnrt appear that_ he d.14 serve'in thls' capacity, or that of a
Postiaaster which he also asked.:for, because he could. neither read nor
write. "

. !ryor, a mineographed guid.e sheet: ?oints of- Intprest o4 a 1v1aco4 County

"!{hen John Hanks first settled in Hacon County, he built a 1og cabin in
what is noi+ Hickory Point Tornship. After his trlp to Californta, he came
bask - flush enough that he built a seven room 1og house with a stairray an:
an e11. llrs. Fiary Ellen Hanks Flancn, John's d"aughter, remembered. this house
xith real pleasure after nany years. There Has even a eookstove 1n it. Tnis
hone burned. in1856, and !{r..Hanks built the brick house nor standi.ng. Bricks
rere burned by Charles Lexis on the fara and it appears that John Inid Hr.
Lewis for hi-s xork by d.eeding hin 10 acres of 1and."

"Tro ltens rer The cconstructlon
of thls sheet). Same sourees are
Tour July 8, 1973.

of the house are i-nteresting. (See f=o:--
as above - Points of Interest on a HC-E
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Tl:e Jat"in itanks Farm
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lils't'()ti\' ()tr l[.\( ()N I oll\ I'\'

iLi:L) \\c1rt ul()llS-. '['lrc,r'rrcrc to lrc lrairl 50 ccrrts a rlar., iul(l $60 to bc

'lir i,ieLl rrL tltc r,rr<l r,I tltc ir"ilr.

[irorrr I)et'etur t,r Slrringlre lrl, * hct'e 1lrc1 u'crc to nrcet Offut,
tlrcv nrLrlc tlrt' iri1, j1r l t'iln,rr rir e t' tirc S'Lrrglrrrrorr. '1.his rvas just
;rlrrirrt a -r'r'lil aiter'],ine,rlrr harl ;rrrivcrl in \llrc,,:r county. Never agair-r

,1i,i .\lrrirlrlnr l-incriitt t'Lrtne lxtcl< to call llacon collnty his home.
( )rr lris rctLlt'lr Ir',,nr tirc tr-t1r sriutlr ].ircirltr u'as ollercd a job in OfTut's
storc ir \err >:rlcrtt. -f ir;tt t'rrrlr'rl ltis courtcction rr,ith \lacon county,
ir: ii 11()11'r('. lrr(l li)rirc(l ;t 1r(:\\'chaptcr in liis lifr:, his c:Lreer at Netv
Srr lenr-

lr)tIN II.\Nlis

| ,l r. , I rr.l,-, 'r 1, , r' .,- - ittttrttltclt rL.s,,t'i;rtt,l u itlt ltis t,,tt.irt,

-ALrahanr Lincol o

make his first public spe ech. r'i,as a picturesguc
figure. He rvas olre of the earliest settlers in the
coullt]'! and lir-ed here uutil his death ,luly 1, 1889.'
His body lies in Roiling Springs ceneterv.

Outside of his connection u'ith J.irrcolrr, lre tr.as
one of the county's busy citizerrs.r' IIe served on the
first and second grand jrtries. \\'as a ranger in Cap-
tain Johnson's contpanv <luring the Black Hawk
\r'ar, nade numerous trips to \erv Orlcaris by flat-
boat, and in the Civil ri'ar \1'as a \ragon nraster iri
(lrarrt's reg'ilrlelrt. Duriug the goid rush he tnade a

trip to Cialiit,rnia, rerrraining tl.iree lears, alld after
tlie Civil u-ar t-nade se\-r'ral trips ii'cst. lle u-as ap-
agent b)' Presitlent Linc,,ln.

It i. tlrorglrt tlrat.lolrrr l1arrli.
[urrilv irrvitc,l t,r -\liraharrr I-in
c,rlrt'" ii crlriillg. ( )ir('c aitcr T.inc,,ln
\\':1- clrrt((I I)rt:i(1rlt IItLrrlis yisitc'I
lrinr :rt tirr \\ lritt ll,,u.e.

\\'hcrr .1,,irrr I I:rn1<s 1-rrst scttltil
irr the cr,rurt-r- lre l,rrrlt a 1og cirbin
in Ilick,,r,r- I)oint r,,n nshilr. 1'll,t
clLlrirt l-,urritri :Llr,rLtt 1.qf)6. llr.
IIrLnli. :ca,,n{l ltontr u'ars :L itlir.li
hou-se.']-luLL 1ti,rr.e i. :till -t:rrtrlirtr:,
arrd i. lrrrrrr ith rc1,r,,rlrr,.:crl.

.toH-\ IL\tilis

pointrrl as Inrlilur

\\'as tllc (,lll]' onc .,i the J{atrk.

.l()11_\ 1i.\\ris' It{)\t I.:

.\r

Johri Harrks canlc ilrt
split tlle rails for tltc it'r' ,

this fence-ttr-o oi u'hle lr

convention at the I)ccatr-:

the g'orld.

trI]-COi.i

-|ames Hanks, brotl'
rnile north of his irrotire
tclcd cight.r' lrL rq- ni l:.
tur \\'r: 1^cated. Hi.'. .

the H. I. Baldu-in h,'.n-
f rom that cabin \\-ere r-1i.

Tt is.riJ tlrrL T.:

there ri'hen hc tnlLrit t:
ilrnk. tr, \\ illi; r:r ' '

rr iir ri r ,urJ n t - i'-:. :.

\\'illi:rn ITrr.k- '-

tilr.'k Ilat'k rr':.r :-
cr:tl terr- l.i:.: J.

\\-i11ian H:r:..;. -
Hanks, enrr'ie.i r ,: -

a tttcitt],cr,,: ',1: r:-
1S51 r,; iS5l

e*i-.".*.-J )ff,*l*L6' ' C*;b;"Z --4f *
1++/4.1b-f t 7-r.*t-r---Lz-r.1- 

LT d,r-. l|-----h-u 4r;'a4"
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lr,hrr llauks caurc in.,..r tlie !ir:rcligirt b1' lrclping Abrqhal1l Lirrcolrr

s|lit the rails f.rr rlre fen.-r. i,r: thr' l-incolu liotnesteatl 'l'he rails frorn

rlris ierrce-t$-t-i trf rriiich cardc.l the bltrtlcr at thc state RePtrblican

r.'t)n\.alriirrn at tire l)rcartrr \\-:g"r'amin 18(dI-1)cca1t1c kuown 4lf ovef

tlte rv.lrld.
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LINCOLN CABI\ SITE ras i::!!t::: ti1:Ji

Jalrres Hanks, brotlrer oI Jolrn' built iris chbiu rtlrrrttt a (ltlarter

rnile nortf of iris broilrer' \\'iilian.' Hanks' -Ji ' i'nothtr lrr"the r' en-

i.r.a""igfiry acres of Ianrl u'est of the quarter sr-t-ti":r rl n'lrich Deca-

tur rvas located. Ui= c"t'in stood on the lot u'hich is 11'''*- '1he -ite oi

the H. I. Baldl'in tlo*t, +SZ \\/est llain- Strc'ri' S"rle s-alntlt lir(s

from that cabin ri'ere used ir.r ihe Balds'in hort'e'..- 
ii i. said that Lincoln oiten sPra*'led in tl'c <l::"lt- ''i the trees

there l'hetl tr" n.,*Ot"iti1" in tn tou'tr' -i'hi' le:r"l ''r:r' -"itl irr-\Ir'
iTanks to \\'illianr'l' Critscl-' 'i'hcrc is a' str)r'\-"'i tLr'ctir:ct tl;at lris

u'ife u,ottld uot sign tlre rlceri rrrrtil she rcccivc'l lt tien-drcs'' 
I

\\'illiam Hanks also u'as a rallger itt 'Tt'htlstin'' c()ll1fal1)'in thc

1]lackHarvkri'ar.Helr'assttperr'isoroiRoadDistrictNo.li.lrser'.
eral years nit.. It^."i.' t"""ti rvas f,rmecl' He died iri Januarl" 1836'

\\'illianr l{arrks, Sr', l;rotjrer of the grarrtlitr"tlter of Lirrcoln' Lucy

TJanks, entererl lanrl in Scctirlrt 22 irr ilarristil\\'ri to\\'I'lslrip' I{e lvas

a nretrtlrer oi tllc gr:rtlrl irrr)'irr ls32 llc is th"rrght trr ltrrvc rlierl alrtrrit

1851 or 1852.
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