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“John Hanks was a cousin of Abraham Lincoln's mother, Mrs, Xzncy
Hanks Lincoln. He and his family came to Macon County from Kentucky in
1828 or 1829, He lived near Boiling Springs until his death July 1sz,
1889,

} ..,

"Besides John Hanks' connection with A. Lincoln, he was one-e e
county'" busiest early citizens, He served on the first and second zran
juries and was a ranger in Captain Johnson's company during the-Black Ha
War, He daubed and chinked the log courthouse in Decatur and was paid
$9,87- 1/2 for his work., He made numerous trips - to New Orleans by -flat bozt
and went to California during the gold rush. He remained in California iwo
or three years on the first trip, and in later years made several other
trips west, During the Civil War, he was wagon master in U. S, Grant's
regiment, He wanted President Lincoln to appoint him as an Ihdian Agent,
-but it doesn’t appear that he did serve in this capacity, or that of a
Postmaster which he also asked for, because he could neither read nor
write."

(From a mimeographed guide sheet: Points of Interest on a Macon uounty
Historical Society Tour, July 8, 1973)

"When John Hanks first settled in Macon County, he built a log cabin in
what 1s now Hickory Point Township, After his trip to California, he came
bagk - flush enough that he built a seven room log house with a stairway ani
an ell, Mrs, Mary ullon Hanks Manon, John's daughter, remembered this house
with real pleasure after many years. There was even a cookstove in it, This
home burned in1866, and Mr.. Hanks built the brick house now standing, 3Bricks
were burned by Charles Lewis on the farm and it appears that John paid ¥r,
Lewis for his work by deeding him 10 acres of land."

"Two items re: The cconstruction of the house are interesting. (See fron:
of this sheet). Same sources are as above - Points of Interest on a MCES
Tour July 8, 1973.
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0 HISTORY OFF MACON COUNTY

also went along. They were to be paid 50 cents a day, and $60 to be
divided at the end of the trip.

From Decatur to Springfield, where they were to meet Offut,
they made the trip in a canoe over the Sangamon. This was just
about a year after Lincoln had arrived in Macon county. Never again
didd Abraham Lincoln come back to call Macon county his home.
On his return from the trip south Lincoln was offered a job in Offut’s
store in New Salem. That ended his connection with Macon county,
as a home. and opened a new chapter in his life, his career at New
Salem.

JOIIN HANKS

John llanks, who was so intimately associated with his cousin

Abraham Lincoln, and who induced Iincoln to
make his first public speech, was a picturesque
figure. He was one of the earliest settlers in the
county, and lived here until his death July 1, 1889.2
His body lies in Boiling Springs cemetery.

Outside of his connection with Lincoln, he was
one of the county’s busy citizens.” e served on the
first and second grand juries. was a ranger in Cap-
tain Johnson’s company during the Black Hawk
war, made numerous trips to New Orleans by flat-
boat, and in the Civil war was a wagon master in
Grant’s regiment. During the gold rush he made a

JOHN HANKS trip to California, remaining three vears, and after
the Civil war made several trips west. [le was ap-
pointed as Indian agent by President Lincoln.

It ix thought that Johu Hanks was the only one of the Hanks
family invited to Abraham Lin-
coln’s wedding. Once aiter Tlincoln
was elected president Hanks visited
him at the \\White Tlouse.

When John Hanks first settled
in the county he built a log cabin
in Hiekory Point township. That
cabin burned about 1866. Mr,
Hanks" second home was a brick
house. That house is still standing.
and is herewith reproduced.

JOHN HANKNS' HOME
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ABRAIIAM LINCOLN ol

John Hanks came into the limelight by helping Abraham Lincoln
<plit the rails for the fence f- the Lincoln homestead. The rails from
(his fence—twa of which carried the banner at the state Republican

convention at the Decatur Wigwam in 1800—hecame known all over

the world.
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LINCOLN CABIN SITE (as it appears

James Hanks, brother of John, built his cabin about a quarter
mile north of his brother. William Hanks, Jr., another brother, en-
tered eighty acres of land west of the quarter section on which Deca-
tur was located. His cabin stood on the lot which is nuw the =ite of
the H. I. Baldwin home, 452 West Main street. Some walnut logs
from that cabin were used in the Baldwin house.

It is said that Lincoln often sorawled in the shade of the trees
there when he made trips in to town. This land was <old by Mr.
Manks to William T. Crissey. There is a story to the effect that his
wife would not sign the deed until che received a new dress.

William Hanks also was a ranger in Johnson’s company in the
Black Hawk war. He was supervisor of Road District No. 1 for sev-
eral years after Macon county was formed. He died in January, 1836.

William Hanks, Sr., brother of the grzm(l;nnther of Lincoln, Lucy
Hanks, entered land in Section 22 in Harristown township. He was
a member of the grand jury in 1832, e is thought to have died about
1851 or 1832,
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