
TITI LEAGUE OF

BY-LAWS
l^tolmN vorEns-or DECATLIR, rLLrlIOrs

Article 11
PLBPOSE AND POLICY

Sec. 1. Purp-ose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of Decatur, fllinois,
shal-1 be to promote political responsibility through ir-:.foru:.ed and active
participation of citizens in government.

Policy. The League of L,lomen Voters of Decatur, Illinoisr ffiy take action on
local goverrunental measures and policies in the public interest i-n conform-
ity with the Principles of the League of Wonen Voters of the United States.
rt shalI not support or oppose an5r political- party or any candidates.

Article III
I{E]tsERSHIP

Eligibility, Any person who zubscribes to the Rrrpose and Polrcy of the
League shail be eligible for membership.

merftership of the League of l.,lonen Voters of
of voting members and associate members.

a. Voting members shall be y,iomen citizens of voting age.
b. Associate members shal1 be all other members.

Article IV
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As Amended I'Iarch 15, 1967

Arti-c1e
}.IA}E

Sec. 1. IVame. ?he neite cf
ffitur, rll:-::-:s.

",lomen 
Voters of the

I1 linci s .

this organization
This 1oca1 League
United States and

Qan 1

Sec. Z.

cr^^ 'I

Sec. 2.

as it may deem necessary.

Sec. 5. Ugetings. There shall be at least nine

I

shall be the League of liomen Voters of
is an integral- part of the League of
of the League of i,Jomen Yoters of

Conposrtion. The Br:ard oi li,r"ectcrs sirail ccnsist olthe Officers of the
Leagu-e, six El-eoted Drrectors ancl nct rgore than six Appointecl Directors.

Poivers and Dutres. Tire tsoard of Directot's shal-I havc filll cherEe ol the

-

rrroDerry anci business of rire organization, viitir ful 1 pol'lcr anci a.uthcrit..,
to nana.ge and conduc'b sane, subjec1, tothe rnstructj-orrs o{',uhe gei:eral
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Frogran as adop-[ed b1, 15u nati 6y1n] Con.,.e:-t ion, t]re state Corlve:.r;icn a.nd :he
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regular meetings of the BcarC of
Directors e.nnually. The presi.tenr ma;. call sp,,:cial neetings oj,.Lhe Bcard
of Directors and snall call a special meetrng upon the viritten request ol
ii re nem'cer: of th.e Bor.rtl.
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Type s of

rlu]]e a- quorul!],



Page Z - By-Laws League of llonen Voters of Decatur, Illinois
Continued - Article rV BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sec. 5. Vacancies and Resignations. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of
Directors by reason of the resignation, death or disqualification of an
officer or Elecied Director may be filled, until the next Annual Meeting by
a majori.ty vote of the renaining members of the Board of Directors.

Absences f ron i'leei:in;s. !i:rec consecu'Live abselces frorL Board neetings of
deemed- a resi6na-Lion.any member rvithou-c a valid reason shal-I be

Article V
OFFICERS A]\JD DIRNCTORS

Sec. L. Officers. Tire fol1owin6 officers of the League of ilomen Voters of Decatur,
==---:----------Illinois, shall be elected by the membership at an Annual lleeting and shall
serve for terms of two years. They shall take office the first day of Apri1.

a. President. The President shall be elected in odcl-numbered years. She
;ffiI.i presid.e at all l{eetings of the organization ancL of i;he Board of
Directors. She may, in the absence or disability of the Treasurer,.
sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She shaI1 be, ex officio, a
member of aII conrnittees except the Nom-lnating Cor::mi'Ltee. She shall
have such usual powers of supervision ancl managemen'b as nay pertain to
the office of the President and. perform such other duties as may be
designai;ed by the Board.

b. Yice-Presidents. The Fi-rst Vice-President shaIl be elccted in the odd-
@ndtheS6Cond.andThirdVice-Fresidentssha11bee}ected

in the even-numbered years. The th:-ee Vice-presidents, in the order oftheir rank, shal-I, in the event of absence, rlisability or death of the
President, possess all the powers and perform all the cluties of that
office, until such tirLe as the Board. of Directors shall elect one of its
menrbers to fill the vacancy. The Vice-Presidents shall perform such
other duties as the president and Board nay designD-tor

ca Secretary. The Secretary shall be elected in odd-nur.ibered. years. She
;ffiruep minutes of thl Annua1 Meeting and other business meeti_ngs of
the League and ali meetings of the Board. The Secretary shal1 notify
the Cfficers and Directors of their election. She shaLl sign, with the
President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by
the Board and sha1l perform such other functions as nay be incidont to
her office.

d. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be elected in the even-n,-imbered. years.
ffiffi colLect and. roceive al-I moneys due. She shal1 be the custo-
dian of these moneys, shaLl deposrt them in a bank des:gnated by the
Board of llirectors, and shar-r disburse the same on13r spen the order ofthe Board. She shaLl present statemants to the Board at regular meet-
ings and an annual report to the Annual. Meeting. The books shail be
audited annr-raIly by an auditor approved by the Board.

Sec. Z. Elected Directors. There shall be six Electecl Directors, three to be
ffin-nurnbered.yearsandthreetobee1ected.intheodd-
numbered years, for terrns of two years, by the general menbership. They
shall take office the first day of April. The Elected Direetors shall
serye as needed to carry out the vlork of the League.
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the worl< of the League. The term of office of the Appointed Directors shall
be one year and sha1l expire the first day of April.

Sec. 4. ,Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or shall continue
to servE-?-a-n Officer or Direc-cor of ihis organizatlon unless she is a

voting menber of the League of i,lomen voters of Decatur.

Article VI
F IIIANC LiL ADI{I}IIS TF"riT lOlii
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Sec. 3.

Sec.4,

Liomen Voters of Decatur, Illinois
V OFFICERS r\iiiD DIRECTORS

The Officers an<l Elected Diractors sha}l appoint such
not to exceed six, as they deen necessary to carry out

There sirall be at ]east three meetings of the member-
and place shail be determined by the Board of

Annual lieeting shall be held in i{arch, the exact date
the Board of Directors. The Annual iicetlng sha1lr

By-La''^ls League of
ContinueC - '-r:-Eicie

o^^ '1DUU. I.

Sec. Z,

Fiscal Year. The fiscal yerrr of the League of l.lomen Voters of Decatur,

- 

conmence on the f irst day of April each year"lI Irnol s, sJlalI

Dues. Annua1 dues of Ei-ght Dollars ({)e.OO) shaLl be payable on the first
6-of the month in which a member originally joined. irny nember who fails
to pay dues within trr,io months after they beconre payable forfeits membership.

Sec. B, Budget. A proposed budget for the ensuing year sha1l be subnitted by the
Eoffi--of Diiectors to the Annual- I{eeting for adoption. This budget shal1
include support for the work of the League as a lvhole.

Sec. 4. Budget Committee. A budget Comrnittee shafl be appointed by the Board of
ffisttwomonthspriortotheAnnua1i{eeting.boprepareapro-
posed buciget for the ensuing year. The proposed budget shallbe sent to
all men'rbers at least one week before the Annual l{eeting. The Treasurer
shall not be eligible to serve as chairnan of the Budget Comnittee.

Sec, 5. Distribution of Funds on Dissolution. In the event of a dissol-r-r.tion for
rs of Decatur, all inoneys and securi-

ties owned. by the League of iiomen Voters of Decatur shall be paid to the
League of Women Voters of lll-inois.

Article VII
i{iET INGS

An
by

a. adopt a Local Program for the ensuing year,
b. elect 0fficers, Directors and members of the Nominatlng Comndttee,
c. adopt an adequate budget, and
d, transact such other business as may properly come before it.

Special Meetings. Special meetings shall be cal.led by the Board of
Directors at the written request of twelve merilbers.

Quorum, Twenty-tv,,'o menrbers sha1l constitute a quorurn at all nieetings of
the League of llomen Yoters of Decatur, Illinois.
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Article VIII
NOHINATIONS iiND ELECTIONS

Nominating Conimittee, The Nominating Committee shall consist of five mem-

ffia11bememberSoftheBoardofDirectors.TheChairman
and two members, who shall not be merobers of the Board, shafl be elected a-b

the Annual l{eeting. Norninations for these offices shall be ma.de by the
current }Tominating Comm-ittee. The other membors sha}l be appointed by the
Board of Directors immediately following the Annual Meeting, Any vacancy
on the Nominating Ccmmittee shall be filled by the Board of Directors. Sug-
gestions for nominations for Officers and Directors may be sent to this Com-
r:-ittee by any voting merirer.

Report of ldominating Conmittee and idominations from the Floor. The report
of the ldominating Commlttee of its nominttion- for Offioeis, Directors, and
the members of the succeeding I'lominating Conrmittee sha1l be sent to all mem.
bers at least one week before the date of the Annua1 l{eeting. T}re report of
the Nominating Committee sl:al1 be presented to the Arurual i{eeting. Immedi-
ately following the presentation of this report, nominations may be mad.e
from the floor by any 'rcting member provided the consent of the nominee
shal-l have been secured.

Sec.1.

Sec. 3, Elections. The
one nominee for
ballot for every
shall constitute
mitted.

election sha1l be b5r baIlot, provided that rakren there is but
each office, the secretary may be insiructed to cast the
noninee. A majority of those qualified to vote and voting
an election. Absentee or pro{f voting shall not be per-

Article IX
LOCAL PRGRAH

Sec. 1. Authorizetion. The governmental Principles, adopted by the }lational Conven-
ffianA supported by the League as a wrrole, constitutl tne authorization
for adoptj-on of Local program,

Qon ,

Sec.3.

Local Program. The Lccal Program shall consist of locaI goverrurental
issues-chosen fo:" concerted si;udy and/or action.

Adoption of Local Program.

a. The Board of Directors shall call for recomnendations for Local Program
by the voti.ng members and shall formuiate a Proposed Local Program.

b. The Propose<i Local Program shall be sent to all members at 1east one
week before the rlnnuaL i{eeting"

c. A majority vote cf the voting members present and. votirrg at the Annual
Meeting shal1 be required for adoption of items in the Froposed Local
Program as presenteci. to tlee Annual l"leeting by the Board of Directors.

d. Recommendations for Local Program submitted by voti.ng mernbers but not
recommended by the Board of Directors may be adopteci by the Annual
i{eeting provided thatr

I) the Annual Heeting by majority vote sha1l agree to consider and.
z) the Annual Heeting shall adopt the items by a ti,vo-thirds vote.



Page 5 - By-Laws Lcagu.: of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois
Continued - Article IX LOCAL PROGPAH

Sec. 4. Changes in'ti:Le Local Prcgrr.li.
may be changeci plovi.rieC tirr','l:

fn case of altered conditions, Local Program

a. fnformation concerning the proposed change has been sent to all members
at least one week prior to a membership meeting at whiclr. thre change is
to be considered, and

b. Two-thirds of the rnembers present and voting approve the change.

Sec. 5. Action on Program by Mernbers. Members may act in the name of the League of
rzed to clo so by the proper Board of Directors.

DCLT. L,

Article X
NATIOI{AL CO]'IVENTION, STATE jlOtiVEi'iT ION AND COU}ICIL

National Convention. The Board of Directors at a meeting before the date
ffiofde1egatesmustbesenttothenationa1officesna11
select delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the League of
Women \roters d Decatur, Illlnois, rnder the provisions of the By-laws of
the League of Wonen Voters of the United States.

State Convention. The Board of Directors at a meeting before the date on
ffiofdetega.tesmustbesenttothestateofficesha11seIeet
delegates to that Convenibion in the number ailotted the League of Women
Voters of Decatur, Tl1inois, under the provisions of the By-I-aws of the
League of tr^iomen Yoters of fllj.nois.

Sec. 5. State Council. The President or her proq6 shall be the delegate to the
SaJ-ffiI undei the provisions of the By-laws of the Lea[ue of Women
Voters of I11inois.

Article XI
PAPI IA],{EIITARY AUTHORITY

Sec. 1. tiuthorit;r. The rules contained in Robert t s i?u1cs ci ,::tr-,
Revised, shall govern thc organization in all cases to whieh they are
applicable and in urhich they are not inconsistent r,vith these By-Iaws.

/lrticle XII
4}[8]'D]'TENTS

Sec. 1. Amendments. The By-larrus may be amended by a two-thircls vote of the voting
meln6?rs present and voting at the Annual i{eeting, provi-d.ed the amendments
were submittod to the membei'ship in writing at least one week in advance
of the roari-^



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ILLINOIS
67 East Madison -at. , Chicago 60603

FTLE: CURREI{T T.

November L7, L966

RECOtli'lE,',iDATIOi{-s FOR Cilit,NcilS IN STr\TE I-EAGUE BYLAIVS

(KEEP ONE COPY FOI? YOI.JR FILES. RETURN THtr OTHER TO Ti{E STATE OFFICE
BY JANIJARY 18, !2qZ)

State Bylaws require that an;r recommenCati.ons _from l-ocal. I-eagues for changes j-n
State Bylar,rrs be sen'c in three months p::ior to conv-en'Lion. This is the same dead-
line (January 18, l-9b7) as-the Ceacliine for first round program suggestions.

Fo1lor'ving is the official recommenCation for State League Bylaws changes from
the League of ltlomen Voters of a'si+r'-'..1"

Reported by, 
f a*. t*** . "*.r, , 

"*r,*-- 
,*r.

(name and title)



ffio BE v'rr, oN Ar ANN,AT MEBTTNG

The folloving changes in the }ocal By-laus are recommended. by the Board".
They uere vorked out by Elise Hurst, Chairman, and Barbara Red.ford. in consultatlon
vitir other members. Proposed- By-larv changes must be submitted. to the state League

for approval before being voted. on by the membershi-p. A letter about these By-Iaw changes

d.ated. February 21, 1967, from the state office, vritten by the nominee for state Presid.enir
lnclud.e6 these sentences, "You have d"one an excellent job on revising the bylaws of the
Decatur League . We d.o hope you vil} send. your id.eas to the nationaL Board' and sug-
gest that siand.ard. bylavs be changed. in accord.ance ulth the re-arrangement you plain ln
your loca1 ones."

BY-IAW CHANGES

Changes required by National: Art. I, Sec. 1. ACd title "Name."
Change title from "Hov Composed." to "Eligibility" and. move flrst
section to Sect. 2 j-mned.iately after title "T1pes of Membership."

Changes recommended. by State: Ad.d. Art. VI. Sec. 5. Dlstribution of Funds on Dissolu-
ti"on. In the event of a dissolution for any cause of the League of Women Voters of
Decatur, a1l monies and. securities owned. by the Ieague of llomen Voters of Decatur sha}l
be pai-d. to the League of Women Voters of lllinois.

Changes recommend.ed by Local Committee:
Art. II, Sec. 2. Ad.d. "any" before "cand"idates"so that last sentence vill read
"It shail not support or oppose any political party or any cand.id.ate. "

Art. VI., See. l. Add "proposed" before "bud.get" in first sentence and ehange "The"
to "Thisi' beforl t'bud.geti' in second sentence so this seetion vill read "A proposed'

bud.get for the ensuing year shall be submitted, by the Board. of..Directors to the
annual meeting for adoption. This budget shaJ1 includ.e . " Sec. l+. Ad.d'

"p"opo""a" before "bud--get" in first sentence so i.t vill read. "a proposed bud'get f or".

Ad.d- a Sec. 3 und.er Art. VII. "special Meetings.'' Speclal meetings shall be called.
by the Board. of Directors at the r,:'rtten request of tvelve members. (Nou there is no

vay for members not on tbe Board. to get a n:eting called',)

Change present See. I to Sec. 4 if aborre is adopced.

Art. IX. Change title from "Frograir, r; "iica' Program" since it d.eals only vith
local program.
Art. IX. Sec. 2. Change tiile from "Frogiar," to "Loca1 Program" and replace present
provisions for "Current Agend.a" and "Co::.iinuing Besponsibilities"by rewordj.ng the
vhole sectj-on as follovs: "fhe Local- Progran snall consist of local governmental
issues chosen for concerted stud.y and./or ac-uicn." (fnis vould make a single list
program with the various iteris belng gi-'en oliferent enphasis as the sltuation
d.emand.s. )
Art. fX. Sec. 3. Change title from "The Ar.nuai l,lee*,ing shall act.upon the Program

using the fo]loving prlcedures" to "4Egpticn of LocaI Program". (tlo cther titles are
in sentence forrn.)-SL". 3. a) Change frorr "The BoarC ci Direclors shal-I consider the
recommend.ations sent in by the voti-ng mernbers tuo months prrcr to the *nnual Mreeting

arrd. shall formulate a Proposed Program" to "The Board. of Directcrs shafi cail for
recommendatlons by the votlng mumburs and shail formulate a Propcsed Loca1 Prcgrar' "

;;;. ,. ;j Cf,"ng" isubject" tI "itern" ana add. "Loca1" before "P:"ograr''" Sec' 3 d')

Change this seciion to read.: "Recornmend.ations for LoeaL Prograrc subr-:-t-ued by voting
members but not recomaended. by the Board. of Directors may be a'd.opted' by the Annual
Meeting provid.ed. that: 1) tne Annua} Meeting by majority vote sha}l agree to consider
ana (a) 3a*". Sec. 3.e) Change from."Changes in the Program, in case of aLtered' ccn-

ditlons, may be made provid.ea ihat: (1) information concerning the proposed change has

been sent to aII members at }east two veeks prior to the general membership neeting

Art. III, See. I.
sentence of this
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at vhich the change is to be d.iscussed, ana (e) final action by the membership is
taken at a succeeding meeting." to "
conditions, may be mad.e provided. that:

Changes in the Local Program, in case of altered.
: i) :-nfcrrr:ation ccncerning the proposed. change

has been sent to al-l menbers at least one veei< prior tc a nembership meeting at vhieh
the change is to be considered. and. 2) tvo-thitd.s of the members present and voting_
approve the change. (ffiminates the need. of a second. meetlng.)

The following suggesied. changes do not change provisions of the By-1aws but rather
rearrange varj-ous sections so as to be in more logical locattons:

Art. IV. Board of Direclprg*, Sec. I. Change title from "number, Manner of Selection
and. Term of Office" to fltamposjjiariq i Leave first sentence as is, put,xest of section t**
elseuhere. Sec. 2. "Qualiflcations" change to Art. V.. Se.-c,. 4; Sec. 4 (!gvg1g;1na

- D,rties" cha,nge to sec. zrJs.". :r(r}gg--linfs" change to sec. 3i-sec. 6 'E[oir]inr-6Eange
to Sec.- 6t-$4.'T-6i:aiiije"to Sec. , tnd-add "resignations" to {:-tte so it is "Vacancies
and. Resignations"; make last sentence of latter a separate Sec.5 wlth title "Absences
from Meetings.

Art. V Ad.d. r'and. Directors" to title so it.rei}l be "0fficers and. Directorsl'; Change Sec. 1
to "Officers. The follor.ring officers of the League of Women Voters of Deeatur, Il1iaols,
shaIl be elected. by the membershi-p at aa Annual lileeting and. shall serve for terms of
tvo years. ftrey shal1 take office April 1. a) Presitlent. The Presid.ent shall be
elected. in odd.-numbered. years (f'rm Sec. I -Iben s€uae as before Sec. 2); t)'The Yice
Presid.ents. The Flrst Vice Presiclent sha]l be elected. in the odd.-numbered years, and
the Second. and ftrird. Vice Presi.deats shall be eleeted. in the evea-aumbered. years (From
See. I - then sare as Sec. 3 before); c) n:e Secrete.ry. The Secretary shal]. be eleeted.
in odd.-nr:mbered. years (Froa Sec. 1 - then sa:Ee as Sec. i); a) tte Treasurer. The
Treasurer shall be e1g-etl1l in tJ:e even-luri:er.ed 3'ears (Fro= Sec. I - then sanne as
Sec. 5j) ffi:-2:m;ffi"-Dir"cto"s. (sa* prorisioas as Art. fr. sec. r)-lhel'e sEaII

5e--frfitcted Dlrectors, three to be eiected. ia the e're:r-nur&ered. Srears nnd three
to be eJ.ected. in the od.d.-nunbered. years, for i;erss cf tro years by t'b gsneral member-
ship. They sha}l take office April- 1. fre tsJ-ected Directp-rs sita]-tsertre'asneerred' -

@k of the Ieague; lffippointed Directcrs- lte Gficers-aal
Elected Directors sEdtfappofo'ffficT-add.itiona'l Directors, aot to exceed. slx, as tby
d.eem neeessary to carrSr out the nork of the Ieague. Tlre tem of office of tbe Appoiloteil
Dlrectors shall be one year and ghal1 expire the first il.ay of April. (Same prorlsl&l ,/
as Art. fV. Sec. 1); Sec. l+. quallfieations. (Saue as Art. fV., Sec. 2.)
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Lcagua af i{men ?ctor.E of Il,ltnole
6? g. Madtsen Avoe*a
Chte*go, Illtnole

Dear Frl.endar

EaClOoed ars tc,3 chan;e* tlr lcCsrtuf !,s,::r*r Eyl*uc r*e6$..rended cy the ?ecatu1.Board. to thesa seet lrtth the atsta L*ague erpraral? t;e uill nccd your
aBets*' by '+'*bruary 2'+ ss *a t* rret th,e* tti,.l*rrr:ers ln our llarch ovetlrs.

fht State ilrepldorit,re LEtter ln whlch tt t*as sug.g*ated ti:at a $cetlga cn{sietrtbuttor: of funrt* an *lseoluttons b* added slll be dlss,-r*eed at a
apeelal bosrd *eeting eehed*lsd i'or i,'+br*ar;g 1). 3 :::r qul*ie eur€ orrr boardrlll reoc:rrnoad the lncluslen. 1,"ia ar* xenrlarlcr if, it might be a good trlaa,
ueln4: the saee reaeonlnsrt* h+ir* eenilcn r!, i.atlonal ,,.*d itet3 Frcgrara ae
aoparato aEatlons under tha Artlcle on precraa ef 1ocal Eylawa. As lt
etandE noa there ts ao meatlon of re*poneli:lll1y ol loq:::l Lesiirca to ecvsran3rthtn: otiier th*n 1*sal prograe.

Ae y8u wtll note, xe liave add*d scveral nax aeetlons, irt. Iy. See. 5 and.{rt. '/III Seo. ,, :ie i:,qve char:geC l-rt. iX. iao. "; {o) anit (ei (A). Ccntentof Artlclee I? end Y l:nve been rs*trraag€rr *o that all lnforr"ilon sboutalecttonr tel'sar **d dutte* af aLl e].*et*El officl*le are togethrr ln,irt. V*ttir seaar;ts se$ri*ns for ifflcor*, rleet*d strectEre, and ippotnted!)tr*ctore. HG thl*k lt, aoet *cnf**lng to har* provfeLone for ilreetors
under ioard of l!.re4tore {rttcls ratl1er thnn slong.elth 6ffleere x.rp rrcas I'noortant or nora lryp6lrtant an Ecsrd thrin lllroctore. our i.:siliratlng
Cs':alttees over a pertod of ye*re have had dtff;l.culttee rrnderat*ndtng
thcac parte ai nail organla*d. 1o ar* goln3; to e,;;...:;e$t t;:at tha gtanjard
Bylarss be char:g*d te thie nore lcgieel arrangcoaeui. 'a-a wers dlaapga1rrtedthat the state Sylane c+mlttee d,ld not reccunend etlch a *h*nga in etataBylaxs. Parhapa uo dt',Jaot expls"tn r,lfftei*ntly r*11 our rsarJn for rug-
geated ohenge.

i,. ., i7 l:5

?j?7 '.: . i::nset :it'scu*
Iee*tur, Illtnsi.e S?5?A


