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BY-LAWS
DAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS
As Amended March 15, 1967
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Article I

NAME

Name. The name of this organization shall be the League of Women Voters of
Decatur, Illinois. This local League is an integral part of the League of
Women Voters of the United States and of the League of Women Voters of
Illinois.
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Article II
PURPOSE AND POLICY

Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois,
shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation of citizens in government,

Policy. The League of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois, may take action on
local governmental measures and policies in the public interest in conform-
ity with the Principles of the League of Women Voters of the United States.
It shall not support or oppose any political party or any candidates.

Article III
IBERSHIP

Eligibility. Any person who subscribes to the Purpose and Policy of the
League shall be eligible for membership.

Types of Membership. The membership of the League of Vomen Voters of
Decatur shall be composed of voting members and associate members.

2. Voting members shall be women citizens of voting age.
other members.

=

b, Associate members shall be 2ll

Article IV
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Composition. The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the
League, six Elected Directors and not more than six Appointed Directors.

Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full charge of the
property and business of the organization, with full power and authority

to manage and conduct same, subject to the instructions of the general
membership. It shall plen and direct the work necessary to carry out the
Program as adopted by the national Convertion, the state Convention and the
annuel Meeting., The Board shall create and designate such special committees
as 1t may deem necessary.

lleetings. There shall be at least nine regular meetings of the Board of

Directors ennually. The president may call special meetings of the Board
of Directors and shall call a special meeting upon the written request of
five members of the Board.

Cuorum. 4 majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall consti-
tute a quorum.
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A le IV BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Continued - Artic
Vacancies and Resignations. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of
Directors by reason of the resignation, death or disqualification of an
officer or Elected Director may be filled, until the next Annual Meeting by
a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board of Directors.

Absences from lleetings. Three consecutive absences from Board meetings of
any member without a valid reason shall be deemed a resignation.

Article V
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Officers. The following officers of the League of iomen Voters of Decatur,
Illinois, shall be elected by the membership at an Annual lleeting and shall
serve for terms of two years. They shall take office the first day of April.

a. FPresident. The President shall be elected in odd-numbered years. She
shall preside at all lfeetings of the organization and of the Board of
Directors. She may, in the absence or disability of the Treasurer,
sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a
member of all committees except the Nominating Committee. She shall
have such usual powers of supervision and menagement as mey pertain to
the office of the President and perform such other dutics as mey be
designated by the Board.

b. Vice-Presidents. The First Vice-President shall be elccted in the odd-

numbered years and the Second and Third Vice~Presidents shall be elected
in the even-numbered years. The three Vice-Presidents, in the order of

their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability or death of the
President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that
office, until such time as the Board of Directors shall elect one of its
members to f£ill the vaecancy. The Vice-Presidents shall perform such
other duties as the President and Board mey designate.

ce Secretary. The Secretary shall be elected in odd-numbered years. She
shall keep minutes of the Annual Meeting and other business meetings of
the League and all meetings of the Board, The Secretary shall notify
the Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign, with the
President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by
the Board and shall perform such other functions as mey be incident to
her office,

d. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be elected in the even-numbered years.
She shall collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custo-
dien of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank designated by the
Board of Directors, and shall disburse the same only upon the order of
the Board. She shall present statements to the Board at regular meet-
ings and an annual report to the Annual Meeting. Thé books shall be
sudited annually by an auditor approved by the Board.
ted Directors. There shall be six Elected Directors, three to be
ted in the even-numbered years and three to be elected in the odd-
e
1

numbered years, for terms of two years, by the general membership. They
shell teke office the first day of April. The Elected Directors shall
ve as needed to carry out the work of the League.
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By-Laws League of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois
Continued - Article V OQFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Appointed Directors. The Officers and Elected Dirsctors shall eppoint such
additional Directors, not to exceed six, as they deem necessary to carry out
the work of the League. The term of office of the Appointed Directors shall
be one year and shall expire the first day of April.

Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or shall continue
To serve as an Officer or Director of this organization unless she is 2
voting member of the League of Women Voters of Decatur.

Article VI
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters of Decatur,
Illinois, shall commence on the first day of April each year.

Dues. Annual dues of Eight Dollars ($8.00) shall be payable on the first
day of the month in which a member originally joined. Any nember who fails
to pay dues within two months after they become payable forfeits membership.

Budget. A proposed budget for the ensuing year shall be submitted by the
Board of Directors to the Annual Meeting for adoption. This budget shall

include support for the work of the League as a whole.

Budget Committee. A budget Committee shall be appointed by the Board of
Directors at least two months prior to the Annual ilesting to prepare a pro-
posed budget for the ensuing year. The proposed budget shall be sent to
all members at least one week before the Annual lMeeting. The Treasurer
shall not be eligible to serve as chairman of the Budget Committee.

Distribution of Funds on Dissolution. In the event of a dissolution for
any cause of the League of Women Voters of Decatur, all moneys and securi-
ties owned by the League of Homen Voters of Decatur shall be paid to the
League of Women Voters of Illinois.

Article VII
MEETINGS

Membership Meetings. There shall be at least three meetings of the member-
ship each year. Time and place shall be determined by the Board of
Directors.

Annual Meeting, An Annual Meeting shall be held in llarch, the exact date
¢ determined by the Board of Directors. The Annual lleeting shall:

o

a. adopt a Local Program for the ensuing year,

b. elect Officers, Directors and members of the Nominating Committee,
c. adopt an adequate budget, and

d. trensact such other business as may properly come before it,

Quorum. Twenty-two members shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of
the Leegue of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois.
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Article VIII
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of five mem-
bers, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chairman
and two members, who shall not be members of the Board, shall be elected at
the Annual Meeting. Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee. The other members shall be appointed by the
Board of Directors immediately following the Annual Meeting. Any vacancy
on the Nominating Committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors. Sug-
gestions for nominations for Officers and Directors may be sent to this Com-
mittee by any voting menber.

Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from the Floor. The report
of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors, and
the members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent to all mem-
bers at least one week before the date of the Annual Meeting. The report of
the Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Amnual lMeeting. Immedi-
ately following the presentation of this report, nominations mey be made
from the floor by any voting member provided the consent of the nominee
shall have been secured.

Elections. The election shall be by ballot, provided that when there is but
one nominee for esch office, the secretary mey be instructed to cast the
ballot for every nominee. A majority of those quallfled to vote and voting
shall constitute an election. Absentee or proxy voting shall not be per-
mitted.

Article IX

LOCAL PROGRAM

, adopted by the National Conven-

41

S
e, oonstltavV the authorization

Authorization. The governmental Principle
tion and supported by the League as a whol
for adoption of Local Program.

Local Program. The Local Program shall consist of local governmental
issues chosen for concerted study and/br aCt on.

Adoption of Local Program.

8. The Board of Directors shall call for recommendations for Local Program
by the voting members and shall formulate a Proposed Local Program.

o. The Proposed Local Program shall be sent to all members at least one
week before the Annual Meeting.

c. A majority vote of the voting members present and voting at the Annual
lleeting shall be required for adoption of items in the Proposed Local

‘rogram as presented to the Annual Meeting by the Board of Directors.

*1

d. Recommendetions for Local Program submitted by voting members but not
recommended by the Board of Directors may be adopted by the Annual
Meeting provided that:

) the Annual Meeting by majority vote shall agree to consider and
) the Annual Meeting shall adopt the items by a two-thirds vote.
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Continued - Article IX LOCAL PROGRAM

Sec. 4. Changes in the Local Program. In case of altered conditions, Local Program
may be changed provided that:

a. Information concerning the proposed change has been sent to all members
at least one week prior to a membership meeting at which the change is
to be considered, and

b. Two-thirds of the members present and voting approve the change.

Sec. b, Action on Program by Members, Members may act in the name of the League of
Women Voters only when authorized to do so by the proper Board of Directors.

Article X
NATIONAL CONVENTION, STATE CONVEN ION AND COUNCIL

Sec. 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors &t a meeting before the date
on which the names of delegates must be sent to the national office shall
select delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the League of
Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois, under the provisions of the By-lews of
the League of Women Vobers of the United States.

Sec. 2. State Convention. The Board of Directors at a meeting before the date on
which the names of delegaftes must be sent to the sbate of fice shall select
delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the League of Women
Voters of Decatur, Illinois, under the provisions of the By-laws of the
League of Women Voters of Illinois.

Sec. 5. State Council. The President or her proxy shall be the delegate to the
State Council under the provisions of the By-laws of the League of Women
Voters of Illinois.

Article XI
PARPLTAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Sec. 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Robert's Rules of Order,
Revised, shall govern the organization in all cases to which they are
applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws.

Article XIT
AMENDMENTS

Sec. l. Amendments. The By-laws mey be amended by a two-thirds vote of the voting
members present and voting at the Annual Meeting, provided the amendments
were submitted to the membership in writing at least one week in advanc
of the meeting.
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67 East Madison St., Chicago 60603
November 17, 1966

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES IN STATE LEAGUE BYLAWS

(KEEP ONE COPY FOR YOUR FILES, RETURN THE OTHER TO THE STATE OFFICE
BY JANUARY 18, 1967)

State Bylaws require that any recommendations from local Leagues for changes in
State Bylaws be sent in three months prior to convention. This is the same dead-
line (January 18, 1967) as the deadline for first round program suggestions.

Following is the official recommendation for State League Bylaws changes from
the League of Women Voters of Teszstur .

Proposed State League Bylaws changes. (Please indicate which Article and Section
you wish to change and the exact wording you propose.)

1, ARTIOLN
Zao. 2. 2ddinz Yany® hefore pandidates to 1%
will read rt or eppose any political party or any
candidate,

T &
ER ‘e

Jontinued on sttached shasta,

Reported by: %

(name and title)
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BY-LAW CHANGES '[0 BE VOTED ON AT ANNUAL MEETING

The following changes in the local By-laws are recommended by the Board.

They were worked out by Elise Hurst, Chairmen, and Barbara Redford in comsultation

with other members. Proposed By-law changes must be submitted to the state League

for approval before being voted on by the membership. A letter about these By-law changes
dated February 23, 1967, from the state office, written by the nominee for state President,
included these sentences, "You have done an excellent job on revising the bylaws of the
Decatur League . . . We do hope you will send your ideas to the national Board and sug-
gest that standard bylaws be changed in accordance with the re-arrangement you plan in
your local ones."

BY-LAW CHANGES

Changes required by National: Art. I, Sec. 1. Add title "Name." Art. III, Sec. 1.
Change title from "How Composed" to "Eligibility" and move first sentence of this
section to Sect. 2 immediately after title "Types of Membership."

Changes recommended by State: Add Art. VI. Sec. 5. Distribution of Funds on Dissolu-
tion. In the event of a dissolution for any cause of the League of Women Voters of
Decatur, all monies and securities owned by the League of Women Voters of Decatur shall
be paid to the League of Women Voters of Illinois.

Changes recommended by Local Committee:
Art. II, Sec. 2. Add "any" before "candidates"so that last sentence will read
"It shall not support or oppose any political party or any candidate."

Art. VI., Sec. 3. Add "proposed" before "budget" in first sentence and change "The"
to "This" before "budget" in second sentence so this section will reed "A proposed
budget for the ensuing year shall be submitted by the Board of Directors to the
Annual meeting for adoption. This budget shall include . . . " Sec. L. Add
"proposed" before "budget" in first sentence so it will read "a proposed budget for".

Add a Sec. 3 under Art. VII. "Special Meetings." Special meetings shall be called
by the Board of Directors at the written request of twelve members. (Now there is no
vay for members not on the Board to get a mceting called.)

Change present Sec. 3 to Sec. 4 if above is adopted.

Art. IX. Change title from "Program" to "Local Program" since it deals only with
local program.

Art. IX. Sec. 2. Change title from "Program” to "Local Program' and replace present
provisions for "Current Agenda" and "Continuing Responsibilities”by rewording the
whole section as follows: 'The Local Program shall consist of local governmental
issues chosen for concerted study and/or action." (This would meke a single list
program with the various items being given different emphasis as the situation
demands.)

Art. IX. Sec. 3. Change title from "The Annual Meeting shall act upon the Program
using the following procedures" to "Adoption of ILocal Program". (No other titles are
in sentence form.) Sec. 3. a) Change from "The Board of Directors shall consider the
recommendations sent in by the voting members two months prior to the Annual Meeting
and shall formulate a Proposed Program" to "The Board of Directors shall call for
recommendations by the voting members and shall formulate a Proposed Local Program.”
Sec. 3. c) Change "subject" to "item" and add "Local" before "Program.” Sec. 3 4)
Change this section to read: "Recommendations for Local Program submitted by voting
members but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be adopted by the Annual
Meeting provided that: 1) the Annual Meeting by majority vote shall agree to consider
and (2) Same. Sec. 3. €) Change from "Changes in the Program, in case of altered con-
ditions, may be made provided that: (1) information concerning the proposed change has
been sent to all members at least two weeks prior to the general membership meeting




BY-LAW CHANGES - Page 2

at which the change is to be discussed and (2) final action by the membership is
taken at a succeeding meeting." to Changes in the Local Program, in case of altered
condltlons, may be made provided that: l) information concerning the proposed change
has been sent to all members at least one week prior to a membership meeting at which
the change is to be considered and 2) two-thirds of the menmbers present and voting
approve the change. (Eliminates the need of a second meeting.)

The following suggesied changes do not change provisions of the By-laws but rather
rearrange various sections so as to be in more logical locations:

Art. IV. Board of Directors. Sec. 1. Change title from "number, Manner of Selection

and Term of Office" to “Composition”. ) Leave first sentence as is, put rest of section b
elsewhere. Sec. 2. "Quallflcatlone” change to Art. V. Sec. L; Sec. 4 ”POWeg§Wand
_Duties" change to Sec. 2; \Sec 5, < Mectlngs change to Sec. 33;+Sec. 6 "Quorum" change

to Sec. 6; Sec. 3 ‘change to Sec. 5 and add "resignations" to tltle so it is 'Vacancies

and Resignations'; make last sentence of latter a separate Sec. 6 with title "Absences

from Meetings.

Art. V Add "and Directors" to title so it will be "Officers and Directors"; Change Sec. 1
to "Officers. The following officers of the League of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois,
shall be elected by the membership at an Annual Meeting and shall serve for terms of

two years. They shall take office Anrll 1. a) President. The President shall be

elected in odd-numbered years (2 h ame as before Sec. 2); b) The Vice
Presidents. The First Vice P‘ ted in the odd-numbered years, and

the Second and Third Vice Pre even-numbered years (From
Sec. 1 - then same as Sec. 3 Secretary shall be elected
in odd-numbered Fr The Treasurer. The
Treasurer shall 1 - then same as

Sec. 5;)Sec. 2. ) There shall

“be s5iX Eltcted D and three

to be elected in
ship. They shall
Lo carry out the w
Elected Directors shall appoint
deem necessary to carry out the
Directors shall be one year and
as Art. IV. Sec. 1); Sec. L. Qua f
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explru the first day of April.
ations. (Same as Art. IV., Sec.
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February 4, 1967

League of Women Voterse of Illinois
67 7. Madison Avenue
Chicazo, Tllinois

Dear Friende:

Enclosed are tns changes in Decatur Lenzue Eylowe rscommended by the Decatur
Board., 7o these meet with the state League anproval? ue will need your
anewer by February 24 sc ae to set thex to memlere in our March "Veter®,

The State President's Letter in which it wae suzgested that a Seetion on
"Distribution of Tunde on Diseolution® be added will be discussed at a
special board meeting scheduled for February 17. I am guite sure our board
will recommend the inclusion. Ve are wenderins if it might be a zood idea,
using the same reasoning,tc have mention of ketional and Stats Program as
separate sections under the Article on Program of local bylaws., As it
stands now there is no mention of recponeivility of locul Leagues to cover
anything other than lscal program,

Ae you will note, we have added several new sections, Art. IV. Sec. 6 end
Art. VIII Sec. 3. we have changed Art. IX. Ssc. 3 (5) and (e) (2). Content
of Articlee IV and V have been rearranged so that all information about
election, terms, and duties of all elected officials are togethsr in art, V
witn separcate sectione for Officers, flected Directore, and Appointed
Directors. We think it most confusing to have provisione for Directors
under Loard of Directors Article rather then along with Officers wno are

ae important or more importsnt on Board than Diractors. Our Hominating
Cormittees over a psriod of yeare have had difficulties understanding

theee parte as now organized, Ve are goins to sugzest that the standard
Bylaws be changed to thie wore logical arrangemsnt. We were dieapsointed
that the state Bylawe committee did not recommead such a chanze in state
Bylaws. Peshaps we didnot explein sufficiently well our reason for sug=-
Zested change,

Very sincerely youre,

Mre, Thomas L. Hurst, Car,
Brlaws Committee

2095 %, Suneet Avenue
Decatur, Illinoie 62522




