Register of 0ld Buildings

¥zcon County Historical Coordinating Council
Addresss ~13 s, D=cztiur St,
Date of orizin=1 consiruction: About 1880,

Name of orizin=1 owner: Peter Wikoff (Grandfather of Mrs. Forrest
File), who purchased the house before E.
R. Eldridge had completed it.

1., Peier ¥iko?Z, first occupant - owner .- Grandfather of
¥rs, Forrest File,

2, ¥r, & <. ¥. Baker - Parents of Mrs, File,

3. M¥r, & Forrest File.

.4, John 3 i )

July 16, 1950 - "John Scott, an official of Lincoln
Laborz=crisz, Inc,, purchased the 10-room house at 413 W.
Decatur 3z, ‘roz Forrsst File.....The brick house is on a
150 foot sguars lot. Downstairs there are five rooms and
a half-bz<h, There are five bedrooms and a full bath on
the second floor, Other features include a full basement, attlc
ahd ihres tlaces,"

Real Estate News
Newspaper File 7/16/1950.
. (Description of houss on reverse side)

Present owner's name: Expression Inc, Architects
Donald R. Livergood, 428-5415,
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433 W. Decztur has been remodeled, bu
1+ dis<inctive was lost in remodelinsz.
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"The long wind
that are curv
es and wide

"The long sta
originally buil

"The floor of
fashioned firerl

hall,,.is marble. Two of the three old
they -were, -

“Originally the Zininz room and kitchen were built.on the back of tbe
house., They havs now teen replaced by-a large square sunroom with r=d
brick walls, a red iils floor, and a la¥ge fireplace, The dining room
and kitchen are’ t
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"When the family firsi lived in the hoeuse there were three acres of
land for yaxd, : chicken yard and garden. In front of
own were board sidewalks that nickels so
P ad of houses on the opposite side of the
here wz ' re the neighbors® cows grazed.....

in the house there is something that has been in
“"Tn the half-century that the house has stood at 413 W, Decatur, there
have been four marriages in the house, but never a birth.

"When Laura Wiko?< narried Fred Pahmeyer the wedding supper was served
in the old Wikoff home. Kr. and Mrs, File were married in this house;

Mr., File's sister, Mrs. C. E. Ewing of Atlanta, Ga,, the former Bessie
File; and lMrs. John Frederick Latcham, the former Margaret File, were
all married in the old Wikoff home.

Newspaper Files, March 31, 1935.




. Baker—1929

OLDEST MASON,

Baker had the distinction of

the oldest Mason in Decatur

he time of his death. Special
honor in recognition of this Tact was
given by the four lodges, the chapler
and mandery in March, 1933
Sharing in the honors then was W
;C
| wen
S Baker #nd Mr. Arm-
i Pen members of Jomic
er sixiy 3. Their ap-

for membership wers acted
] he same

titioned 1 membership in Decem-
ber, 1867 d received the third de-
gree in March, 1868
ROMINENT IN ORDER
Baker was always minent in
Wi YORr 78 to 1879,
fonirs
oni
C 1862
he served Macon
chapter N I , h- Masons
He attendec » last meeting of
4 eld in the old Masonic
ldorsdo and Franklin
220 last Wedneadsy.
-.!\14"' i
No
rom
two years

a3 > he church e Baker wo

&t 3 — ks 3 miden N. M. Baker

‘ : the pew Westminst time was one of
churea halding 2 s mame ap- ] Binisiers in central
pears on & plale in iLe new church |
gz one of the largest contributors,

it arest e




" Forrest File
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Civic Leader
Forrest File
Dead af 83

Forrest File, 83 retired con-
tractor and civic leader, died at
12:40 p.m. yesterday in Decatur
and Macon County Hospital.

Mr. File was associated with
the late William H. (BilD Col-
lins many years in the File &
Collins  construction company.
Their business association began
in 1922 and ended in 1943. e

Mr. File was a former member
of the Millikin University Board

‘of Managers, resigning in 1944.

He was a trustee of the Deca-
tur Sanitary District until 1938.
In 1941 he was elected a trustee
of Westminster Presbyterian
Church.

He was born June 8, 1880, in
Montgomery County, a son of
Daniel and Loura Gambol File.

Mr. File lived in Decatur 81
years.

He was married to Alice Baker
in Decatur, June 30, 1908. She
died July 26, 1958.

Mr. File leaves a daughter,
Mrs. Margaret Latcham of War-
ren, Ohio, a brother, Kenneth of
Decatur; three grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren. Three
sisters and two brothers preceded
him in death. :

Mr. File was a graduate of
Millikin University and was a
founder of Kappa Delta Chi Fra-
ternity there.

In 1910 he worked in the county
surveyor’s office.

He became associated with A.
B. Alexander in 1913, in the con-
tracting business.

In 1919, Mr. File was named
manager of the Macon County
Coal Co. He retained his interest
in File & Alexander.

He is a past president of the
Kiwanis Club.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday in the Dawson & Wi-
koff Funeral Home with burial in
the Fairlawn Mausoleum. Friends
may call at the funeral home aft-
er 4 p.m. today.




