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?he long fight for "Votes for limenrl ended in 1920 with the 19th Anerdnent to

the constitut.ion of the united. stateso the National League of i.icmen \roters

was organized j-n l-ebruaqy 1920 to educate the nen wcmen citi'zens, arri to

work for lneeded legislation"rt In Uetober of the same yeaf a state league was

organizeC in Illinois.. The group of wives, mothers, and distinguished

professionaJ- wsnen who started the ll-linois League had no pattern of organi'zationt

no moneyr no stand.arCs of work, no publi.c und.erstanding of their purpose, ard'

scae active ogpcsiLion frcrn'women who },'ished io see all politieaL education irr

the hands cf tre oarti-es.

( nr":s;:aper clipp:-ngs )
Local """o"a{-i"aicite 

thai 
-a -nl"iacon cornty League of l'icnaen votersrrwas orgenized

in Deeember, !92), rith fifty-five rngnbers. A meeting was held i'n Kaeuper

Ha11 of iiiLlikin University nith l'lrs. J. T. rtamsey, state organizer, and MlSs
lbcal

Edith ?ockl*ood., state executive seeretary, after months o /etfo* by !1rso G' A'

r,lright, :riss Amatda SlLioit arC others. Lfficers seLected at the neeting were!

President, - iirs. !Iet1i-n Craig ",

Yice Presi'3ent - liiss leatriee irtlass

,?ecording Seeretary - iirso Robert' S1'lvester
,,,., *:

, Correspc:^iCing Secretary - r"irs. De1la HubbarC

Treasurer' - ;irs. Sro'fer Pool-e

iiirectors - i'irs. Secrge A. ;rr!ght'
iirs. L\rgenie lacon
i'.:'s. i]" E" Chatberlain
:uj:'s. ;. MYrt)-e Edwa-rcls
i'iiss iiugenia -t11en - all of 'lecatur
i,irs. J" ;.j. ria:'i c-f Fcrs;tfh
l{rs. Carl ;ioover of ir.racon

i'ir's" iiavj.C )cnrning cf ltiantj"e
,':rs. lia.Yden Yeeel: cf Long l)reek



lii,qs ;lea'trice Atlass took over the presitlenc;y because of Xrs' Craigrs illnesst

and. then resigned 1n September of 192t1., r+ith l{rs. Po !v-o itlipperrnan taking over

until the .llecenber eleetion.

In llecenber, 1g?4, new cff:cers -,"*ers electeC ln a rneeting ai the YliCA. They were:

Iirs ' .:'ay iVans

!,irs. 3d Smi.ith

President

Vi-ce President

County Leag:ue rith a large

ior havi.ng sold the largest

--i.ne '";ere:

enlrance intc the'viorld Court

ratif:.eation of the llational Child Labor Anerdraent
arur cocperation r+ith the goverrunent in the
prcr,:otion of the hiygiene of maternity and infancy.
srortening the working day for wcmen in industry.
the aristraf.ian ballotn and shorteningthe bal.lot
b;l the reruoval of the presidential electorsi

3iril:'opriaiions for the fa;rm colony for wcmen
offeniei's of Lhe lalr;
establishment of wcrnen on the jury senrice;
qeneral rnerii systern i-n Civil 9ervi-ce;
repeal of lh.e state law placing the poi,rer of
quaranLi.ne and sxa$inatj-on for ve*ereal disease
i-n the courls;
non partrsan eLection system in locaJ. elections,
aa.f el"eelion of the ;lrrdici&r'}.r

iirs. ,?-. !'- Sylvester ?,ecorrling Seeretary

l"'irs, !i. P.. tsaker Scrrespor.di4g Secretary

iirs. Grover Poole lreasurer

?he State League of ticrren r/oters presented the Hacon

rrool- flag on a starda^rrd at this neeting as a rgr,rand. .

number of r'5et &rt the Yoten bu]-letirrs in the state'

League was interested in at the

-{,t the national leveI -
At the state level

' " 
,)".;i

1,1rs. i,lyrtle Edwa:Cs spoke *t@*s neetirg ani irulicated. that ihe issues the



1i'here isi'il:er: rr. gai 1n our recorils until ;lprj-I of t9?7, when l'{rs. G. F. liiller
ta.

rias elec-Lr:ri itrc;iCent of the i'iacon Count;,, League of iiornen Voters at a meeting

heLd ir: t,h: :,ii;. Lther officers :iere :

r'ice Presid.ent :{iss Patrieia Hunt
S:=cretar;'/ l,lrs. G. I. Oorralt
freasurer FIrs. 1i" :\. IveY

:{iss ltnily ?aft of the State League office spoke to the group on that day.

i,Irs. i.Ii11er resigned i-n lolareh, 1928, because of iLLness, &C Hiss Patricia

Hunt tooic offiee then, along with !irs. G. I Ccnralt as Vice hesident; !trs.

C. :;. Quickel, as Treasurerl iulrs. Cora iio R}rmari, as Correspolding secretarli';

!1rso .I. :i. Erookshi-er, as record.ing secreta:Xr; and l"Irs. James OlMara ard Mrs.

Go F. Iiiller a,s Directors. i4rs. Covalt succeeded tlissHunt as presideni

in April of L929, at a business meeti-ng held in citl. h4.11' ilr's. Dctr

ilarvey of ihe state league wes the speaker arrd talked of the problera of the

one rocrn school. the state goverrsnent uas paying school Cistricts $10 for

each child in attendartce at that tirneo Cther officers elected lrere3

irice Presi.lerl :"rr5. Cora Jo i;mal:
Rerordirrg secretary i'lrs. liaye Duncan
?reasurer :,r:, ;;iriif:'erl li" Drennan

business
in i.larch of 1pJ0, thefmeeting r,ias held. in the superrrisors rocrn of the eourt house.

Plar:s were made to celebrate on }iareh Z?Lh Llte tenth anniversa:1r of the national

organizationo Cfficers eleete,'l were Irirso G. I Csvalt, president; l'lrs. Cora Il.

ilyrnan, vrce r:resident; firs. I"{aye Juncar, secretary, arui i'lrs. Winifred E. Drennart,

Treasurer.



The record of this ear).y league ends in 1931 with eleetion of l'Irs. M4ve

hrnean as psesident; i'Irs. C. ll. Eorchers, as Vice President; Mrs. teo Mlchl,

as Treasu::er; ancl i,irso Cn il. Qui.ckel as Secreta.rX,-o" SeveraL of the ucEnen

were to travel to Springfield in the nert, week to hear di.scussion of bills

wllch bad. been end.orsed by the League. The issues they were interestd ln

at that time were the Massaehusetts brllotr child welfare bll.lr motor driversl

license fee, and the eight hour day for rcmen. The grqrp voted to fonta.rt

greet5-ngs to Mrs. Paril )ouglas, the former Eaily Tafb.

fn Septanber of 193f , t:re Decatur :ierald repcrted that the l,eague of Wsen

Voters wa.s ccnpleting plans to rgrive the stufu grorpsrt*hich had been dis-

conti-rmed. tlro years prwiousll-, rith a stud.y on ta:<ation, In the sane month

fhe League and the Cirries division of the Hcmants Club sponsored neetings

r,rith Hiss Louisa i(. Fast of Ns; York City speaking on rrDisa-rmamenttr. No

further references to leeaturls first League of ',,Janen Voters eouLd. be fourd.

In 1945, aecorcii.rg io.Yrs. James Leigh, another group of Decatur wqnen rnet

to d.etermine ho'sr to form a unit of the League of !{cmen Voterso In recnarks

ma.cie on Septerrrber ?)., L955, the 2Cth al"rniversarlr of that League, Mrs. Leigh

said: rrrine of the man sizec proble'*s facing us in our first year wa"9 gettlng

a dynamic Derson for president. te warrted seureone r*ho wad well kno'rn in the

eonnunity but not some one who retrresented any particular soeial or econcmic

seetor. During the war years Deeatu:' haC what wa-s knolrn as the Victory Canning

Center. It r,ra-s part of the general eonsert'ation movenent of those years along

with the Vietory Clothinq Center arui the many Victory Gardens. Families in all



walks of .l"ife hrought fnrits and vegetables to the Caruring Center for processj-na,;

for a slrt:;^L-]-. j.'+:e, .,riiss 3lossr:m lle.jinon'yras the Centerls very successful aJIl

populer dj-:.antc.r. She krrar l':undreds of families, she could orgarrize, she

harl an e;:;ce-1-f.ent sense oi humor arrd she was interested vitally in the work

be:-ng d-cne bf iire Leagues elsewhere. - It was difficult to persuade her to

be our f,irst presldent but ne managed.il l,lrso Halter T. Fisher, state League

presid.ent, I"rs. 0nri11e Forer:an, state vlee president in eharge of legisLationt

and- ,l'liss iuiia lraepherson, state organization secretarlr, helped rrith this
ieague

second.lorganizati-on in Deeatur. In April of 1945 lliss Blosscn Rednon was

elected president; F,irsn Paul Temple, vice president; l'Irs. Jesse Birksr secretaqyi

Hrs. John l{uirns, treasirer; and Mrs. David i{ood a directore at a meeting at

the Y.'r','.C.A. ?wenty-six msnbers paid dues arrl beearie charter meutbers on the

spot. ihose msnbers lrere:

llrsi l,larSr Arrirews
I,iiss Barbara tsailey
l:rs. n,; J. Saker
i.{rs. L. V. Crouch
iirs. Dorglas Johnson
Hrs. Larrence E. Xruth
l{r's. John C. Kuhns
!trs. James l-eigh
i{rs. Charles Lippert, Jr.
l,liss Anne H. llcFarlane
i{rs. R. C. i'icblillen
l,irs. Co Dale Patrick

I lirs. A. Do Pierson
-Iirs. 3eorge P,ead

i-ir"s. Jchn Reehtin
Hi-ss Slosson Hedmon
llrs. Lew-is Reynolds
.$:rs. Clifford E" Smith
i"iiss Sarbara Stauber
l5rs. ?. 3. Stauber
I,Iiss llizabeth litiller
i'Irs. Paul Temple
itrs. Forest Honack
l'Irs. David O. 'dood
i.liss Margaret',iood
i':iss l,iariar:',{ood



The rtcmen riere Cirrided lnto three stu{v groups, with l{rs. George Bead as

cheiman of a ilrouo neeting mornings; Mrs. Charles Lippert chairman of E{o"P

meetirirl a:.ternoons, ancl irirs. Janes 0. teigll as chairman of #* evening groupr

Ihel: tl13r',nc'.i lo neet eve:T other week to study issues of importance, rrith

the entire menbershi-p meeti.ng togeti:er three times a year.

Ai the first meeting of # neu boa^rrd a decj-sion Has mad.e to study

legislation concern-ing the eontrol of the Atcadc 3crnb, to be fo11o,red by

studies of ihe United l{atioris Crganizatir.on, arrl the problem of food fon Sr:rcrpe

and the hungry of the world. As iocal study projects, public health, hsusirg

and seirools rse:'e rnentione',1. l'1rs. L,eigh, in her anniversa:Tr remarksrsaid:

trOne of our first di.scussions r.ra"s about the feasibility of Atcmic Control.

(h'erre still- frettir:g about it.) Another discussion centered. onaloeal issue,

whether ihe Decatur School Special Charter was good or bad. (l.fe sti1I harre

school problerrs). in L94?, orir records shor.,r that Judge Greanias, Roborb

lJitker, fozmer SecretarXr of the Cauounity Chest, and the Rev. Crothers of ttre

'*iestminster Church presented a panel diseussion on Loca-l Institutiors ard.

I,'ieLfare Conditiorrs - again lEelre stil1 r,rcrl<ing ald stjl"l iuterested.nr!

tl-rroughout 1911o, ti:ese ariiiitional trehartertt members joined. the ne$r League:
In i.ia:,r

j,irs. ,Tesse ;. iirks
..irs. E" C. iiemill
;.Irs. i'rilliam iiatfiel-d
i1rs. J. ll. I'iaei{eeirnie
lli:'s. James irloore
.rrs" I.larieline i:labcocl< Smith
i'-rs. I. A. rial-lins

IJ i.ill.:r
:',i5 o ;-.otieri iel.ris
-.rs. Robert L,Lenicii
-^iss -}Lhsl- Parkinson
. ,t's . riol.]eft iI. i'J ool

fn June
ll;rs. .[. ]1. i:ierg
l,lrs, ;:jo L. Fryxell
iirs, Gerald Harr.lood
i:rs" C. !i. iack
i,irs" ii. J. Pettee

Jt lisptsnler
|,. ,.-j'lIS. ..1. r^,a:,ne :1i11

-b-



ln 1953t at Lre suggestion of the i'lational League, the narne of the locaL
orqatrlzatio:t i'ras ci:a-r:ged Ilcrrr ieague of iicnren Voters of llacon County to
Lea6ue of ..-craen voters cf Decatur, sincelby League:nrlesra cornty 1-ea6ue
couI,{ not tgke aeti-on belor.r the county 16ve1. ar*The lo'caI league ha.d always
beenQna,ues):nt."ested i-n loca1 issuls, as re11 as state a-:rl. national issues.

The earl;,- prineiples of the League, set forth in 1920, ha:re not changed:
rrfi^.e -.:.,ee-gue of '.iomen Voters woulC alwa;rs welccmie Hcmen of all political. parties.
It :"oul-d. never te1I tire ir.dividual- voier uhat candid,ate to support, Uut lrou1A
try to suppL;,' facts on which to base e degision. :y agreernent of its'neraber"s,
after s'.u{; ard d;sc,"rssi-on, the League r.;o.rld take stalds on speeifie issues
ar:C r'ror,: ior neasures rid-ch it eelieved vere in the public inlerest. It would.
be a sery::e or3a::.izat!on t,o arl eitrzens, not eonfining its benefits to itsn6gr3-5' rr * 

secord.
l,ioaen r.rho have se:-rel as presid.e:ri of i;he/Decatur ieague are:

-,.:r i;ctobe{
li:.'is. licrace ia:'ixan
l.irs. .i. j. ]i'eenfie.!-.J
i.rrs. ieei: {.irel-{er
..ifS.',';,:]-'r,cr !{;,'erc
l':rs. j'.,:ri:riec 31.'
i::'s. :l..ler1; :j-dtlr
-':t'S . - -. "T. .,i:-g.:t
r'JSr ',i.1-1 :-.;-. - eat"'";'
-rs. HanL;.' F. lroci:
l,i:.ss Gia{."s C. riallige;.
irs. iavio Greider
.r'irs. si\/eleit i:cConnell

?'Iiss
.rrc.JJ'

---l J ..'*
_-i v a

-rc-rua
.',.rc
-irua
i {rc
-.4Ja

'rc
1.,I.a

-ilua

i.'.rs.
i, rc..r J a

-_l 9a
'-_ -ac..rJa

i:r's .
..roa
] _r.=
-rtsa

Thj-s material rras prepared

-iosscrn i.e&ron
.'.el-vin Gcl*na::
Gecrge Iluiins
Flo;'d ::irt
Cl-iffcrd Snith
Joaa llanova":n
:-:. ';','. Sibson
L. L. Col-vis
.;eai f,oubieda..r
-',enri:r .. aehrach
Tncmas i. iir:rsi
Cl-iffcrd Sni-th
1r ti ,n.li'1 ^--r.. -1. rallg','

:ieith ,.iestenhave:.
:l.obert C. >ehad.e
.ioberi ,i. L'hlseri
Cha-r'1es "Io i,le"l/erson

during ihe presidency of i"trs.

i.'Irs. J. A. ilarbley
i.lrso Frede:'iclc D. Leach
ltrellie Jo Sager

.In December
;irslffirose
;iiss Christine PlSirr:er
.'irs. ilric Stern

In Jarruarv. 1947
l,Irs" l,falter i.lclaughlin
i.lrs. ],i. H. Gol&nan

iieirneth :;rown in L//6"

-f irorl-., Ye*::s of ilaith ancl ,.c::-ils fuhltshttJ ly lWVr"/tL, t?eo



f\
Therc islttren) a gap in our recorrls until April of 1927, uhen I'lrs. G. F. ltj-ILer

\t

lias elec"bed ;tresiCent of the i.iacon Countv Lea4ue of "ricrrnen Voters at a meeting

held in ih: 'i-;iCA' Lther cffi.cers :{ere !

Vice kesident i{iss Patricia Hunt
S=cretary i'!rs. O. I. Cotralt
treasurer firs. it" A. IveY

r,tiss itnily taft of the State League office spoke to the group on that day.

i,lrs. ililler resigned. in llarch, 1928, because of illness, &C lliss Patricia

i{uni tock office then, a]-or:g with }irs. G. I Corralt as Viee President; }trs.

C. I. 'Juiekei, as Treasurer; IIrs. Cora B" R3man, as Correspording secretarlr;

firsn ,i. f,. Erookshier, as recorciing secretarTr; and !lrs. James 0lMara arxl Mrs.

Go F, Fiiller as Directors. i,irs. Covalt succeeded l,iissHunt as president

in Apri.l of 1929, at a business neeting held in city haIL. Mrs. Dcnr

i{arvey of the siate league nas the speaker a::d. talke<i of the problern of the

one roen school. The state gcyerrxient was paying school dj-stricts $10 for

each child in attendanse at that tise. Cther offieers elected Here3

Vice Presi-dent i"lrs. Cora Bu Rynan
Recordi-ng secretarjr l'lrs. Haye Duncan
T?eas'rer i'lrs. lJinlfred E" Drennart

husi.ness
In }lareh of 1!10, the/,ree*uing lias helc in the supenrisors rocmrr of the courb house.

Plans were made to celebrate on }lareh ??Lh l',he tenth anniversa:Xr of the nationaL

organizati-on. Cffieers electeC were }irso G. I Ccnralt, president; l,lrs. Cora B.

ilyrnann vlce oresident; i{rs. l'Iaye Junean, secretary, and i.irs. !{inifred S. Drennan,

Treasurer.



7

{i.overrmien+-aj i.ssrre; of inLerest, to the i..eague of i';omen Volers Ln Lg?6

c$i+r a rrriC:) ra:li{e. ;\ reexarainaticn of the Unite,l I'lations Organization is

crc,nosei. *t the national level, and an evaiua'"ion of sou.rces of energy and.

the goverflnrentts roLe in neeting future needs. Leagues in Illinols have
state

just eu,rplete,L a study of the current level of/services in the child welfare

fielC. ?he lecatur League is und.eriaking a nelir study of SchooL District #61.
j"n our bieentennial year

In additionf all Leagues are sti1l working for ratifichtion of the 27th

Anerdnent to the Constitr:tion whi.ch nould ensure that xEquality of rights

under the law sha11 not be denied or abridged by the United States or by axry

State on aceount cf sexotl


