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Works
William St,

el

corner, Broadway and William,
description: Blocks 8 angd 10, Prather, Martin ans
Gatlings Addition.
Lots 1, 2,
7y 10, 11,
1895,
. ’:,\ » 3 T - T 7727,
burroughs and Janpes Millikin,

1. 1865 -
2, 1875 -

1877
4, 1882

August

Sent owner:

Central Iron Works Opened - g Jjobbing shop,
C. G, Burroughs, founder,
Engines and =ill machinery were exclusive products to

this date,

Name changed to Union Iron Works,

Union Iron Works was incorporated, and the sign on the
present building, Serving You Since 1882 refers to this,
Milling machines and engines for elevators became chief
products,

5, 1895 - Plant burned down but was rebuilt in 24 days,

Portable shellers as well as shellers for ele-
vators, major Products,

Union Iron Works.,
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his makes the total C"“?CIU of the
7,000 bushels of corn and 3,000
heat a day and a toral output of

=n the wheat mill runs full is abour

Cay. _
ire output of the flouring mill is
f in Central Illinois. The company
12t its largest customers are among
s nearest neighbors. At times there has
been a heavy demand for o
the Hour for export and a
good deal of it has been
sold in the south. The
corn mill product is mar-
cered in Chicann,  Sr.

. oy i .
Forie vl lisaylnii, oy

Voul, New York, 57%\12;1
delphia and by export,
D. S, Shellabarger s
the president of the con-
cern and W. L. Shella-

bar}zcr IS secretary and s

%33’32033 Tron Ihere ™. -
are a

' {Uorks —

berofreasonswhy the plant
nown as the Union Iron
Works is a valuable institution to the city of
Decatur. Here sixty or more men find em-
ployment the year round, and the money
that pays them and that buys the materials
which they manufacture into the commercia !
products of the works comes from outside of
the city. Almost every dollar is brought from
outside. "T'he products of this institution Lo
all over the United States, C:muda and
Mexico. o .

T'he institution was “founydcd\\h\l‘ 1804 by
James Millikin and C. C. Burroughs. It
was mostly devoted to the building of engines
up to 1880. These engines took first premi-
ums at the state fairs of Illinois for many
years.  Ingines and mill machinery were the
exclusive products of this umbhshmcm up
to 1875

he Union Iron Work% was incorporated

in 1882. It might be mentioned incidentally
that A. R. Montgomery ¢ the service
of the company in Mar, :

When the company
became a stockh
exception of some
gomery, he and

ment of the concern fe!! 10 the lor of )y,
Montgomery, and i '
very largely to his energy, push 200 excellent

business ability.,

The trade na grew from milline
machinery and engines to furnishine machin-
ery for elevators., a corn s Towas

perfected and it

success.  They have since furnished -

of the corn shelling mach:

States.  More of this Srm's corn shell
now in use in wareh

makes combined. Years az
the building of engines, and since 18-3 they

have devoted their plant 2’
the manufacture of elevaror
corn shellers,

Within the last ten

as great a TL""I!.’.:!O" on their p ortab! e $“k 1er

hev have made

~ 68




i was cnjoved by their warchouse sheller

4 are now absolute leaders in that line of

nery.

se territory of the Union lron Works

‘s the corn growing world. While most of
he business is done in the United States,
thev are enjoying a growing trade in Canada

2nd Mexico.  While elevater machinery and

tors constitute their specialty, a general
ssachine shop and foundry business is carried
on profitably.
Fvery branch  of
the business re-
quires skilled labor

for which high

:
The plant
burned down Aug.

5, 1895, and as

push and enter-
prise of the firm it
may be stated that
twenty-four  days
later the factory
was rebuilt better
and larger than
ever and all the
men were back at
work. Trade
that fall was one
of the largest
ever enjoyed by
the firm.

:. Lhe
A
o arge

beautiful business
buildings are to the stranger in our city an
advertisment of the fact that Decatur is a
progressive city. The Millikin building s
looked upon by our citizens with a feeling of
pride. Out of town visitors are convinced of
the certainty of future prosperity for the city.

There may be larger office buildings, but
none finer, more substantial or convenient.
It is a steel frame building and is as near fire-

From Progressive Decatur, published by the Rev

tionery Company, Decatur, I1linois, No date gi
1399-1901,

Millikin Building

proof as it is possible to makea huildinz. The
walls are of beautiful stone and terra cotta,
and the effect is exceedingly handsome. The
magsnificent  appearance of the outside is
cqualled if not surpassed by the interior finish
and the excellent arrangement of rooms.
There are 108 office rooms in the building
and they are all finished in hard wood, with
hard polished {loors. The halls could not be
made. finer.  The beautiful tile floors, the
' ‘ white marble stair-
ways, the wains-
coating of the same
material, all com-
bine to give the in-
terior of the build-
ing a palatial effect
that is seldom
found in the finest
buildings of other
cities.  Wherever
the use of metal
has been found
necessary, asin
stair railings, eleva-
tor shafts, etc.,
copper and bronze
have been wused
with artistic and
beautiful effect.

T he elevator
and janitor service,
as well as the elec-
tric light plant, is
the best that can
be secured. When
one looks upon a
building of this
kind and knows that nearly every office room
in it is occupied, and that most of the oifice
rooms in all other buildings are also occupied,
lie cannot but conclude that there is an
eriormous amount of business 3

Decatur, and that the business i
the time, else the otfices vacated by

nants who occupy the Millikin  buiidin
would now be vacant.

69\

o

i

1
|
i




,;;:f ;:c Central I¥on the ythmt never had rrow :;—é
we Bpsimess pow operaled 2s | BN {E
sl BaEE - . | IN EDUCATION. 3
1 . . Wiggins directory printed ini C. is chcisiits 08
e ogeilime S8 an extended “writeup” of mem ‘s first r &
W % e Sodusiry, Soubtiess paid for The < =
" - sddvertising rates More s=pace Is tar s&che had 4 B
§ =2 _ .em 1o this thag to any other bhusi- become operative. Preyious to that =
i | E e dividlial - Accordinig- to|the Decatur echools had had school §
stab- | directors just @s the rurzl schools g
g X .| have. ~ The three 2
: ¥ bt first board were Wi .
e Satinad Been wxle = Reéy. D-P, Bunn and Caledb C. B ;:
meaet WERL O facture of & line of I rounghs. i’
= BRed ooon  iacluded G In drawing. for their terms N, 3
w maved . 2e vaive efEIDE, Hammer drew the full ter: oo 8
e Jombeee mach i years. Mr. Bugn @rew two years and $
— castings, brid 1 Mr. Buarroughs one ¥e: In 1968 é
" ‘savihing made on. 1 Mr. Burroughs was relecied for the 3
& Co. were the proprietors. - full term of three years &
e - | MILLIKIX ENTERS BUSINESS. Alr. Baurreughs and his ¢wo =ons
‘ *‘ ERTISER }~ From the Edmondson directory; wen! from bere ta Kansas He died
- et Decater papers| published in 1575 it is learned that|there in 1893.s4t i= remembeared
the writer, pr‘xn:ed,itbe plant had then hecome the anng!m home here at the corner of Ed
. <-gte Chronicle | Iron Works. The proprietors listed Williim @nd North Main was
— szzet and the nu.ols‘um C. C. Burroughs, James, Miilikin, for him after he left for $65.0
. Durroaghs Beok John M. Flood and Charles (. Gra- | cording #o all the ac
- i =] sdvertiser. Ia-| wald. The concern was then doing|he was & valpable 1
- . @smoer & Condellia business of $100.000 a vear and!munity and a fian whom ev: ryh
- - ~i T ze ok SREEE D emplering from thirty to forty wished well
¢ BiATEA R——————— mechanics. The - {The &tory of C. C. Burro
—— e R p—— n ib e will be told W«
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srizg the eight
= the book busi-
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Alex R Montgomery to th
28 bookkeeper. We have no
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A we are i
that he left D«mur. 1580, After
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secretary and manager
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The == ~7s were popular
Secause of (he imcreasing need
for mare refmed flour and’ be-
csmse Tper was an important|
gapie Jar 27l the families. i
Some of the early mills in} TR e
» County were the K'mg‘; : ~ This grist mill of the

w» Stevens Creek, Allen's| 7
o the Sapgamon Riverk
end the Davis Mill on Big|

e —————EE————

1800s was loca.ed on Salt Creek in Ce. it Coundy.

: pepuiar myill in DeWitt‘

in the early 1800s was!
t Creek, operated by John '
o0 e |

—ies across the Sangamon
ver were another early busi-
ss enterprise. TheSe ferry|
landings were also the site of
the taverns where food and

N
Vi T L4 i
Jodging were offered the trav-| B g
eler. I N 0
CHEE )

i
Blacksmith Shops |
Community blacksmith shops
were built and these later | ;
branched out into machine were six blwksmiths opera ——
shops where metalagas forged | independent business firms. ungi
and shaped into various tools.| e
A Nov. 28, 1845 county Census| There were 10 distilleries but |
indicates the change from a(# beer bottling firm operated at|
strictly broad rural community 114 N. Jackson St., and there
to a collection of urban settle- was a brewery at 611 E. Cant-
ments with a hint of industry. | raj1 St
In 1845, according to the cen-i : :
’ : i There were SIX cigar manu-|
sus, the population of Macohic, ., ors and onme cigar box |
County was 2,229. ; | maker i
There were 17 industries in-| i &
cluding four grist mills, seven| The Union Iron Works was)
saw mills, two tan yards, three (ODerating at 652 E. William 8t. |
distilleries and one carding ma-| The James Renshaw tavern|
chine company. 4 | had long passed, but there were|
Hides were treated and cured | 10 hotels in Decatur ir 1883, | & 7 L5 : s A ey
in the tan yards. Wool and flax| Four firms specializing in| Lo it R G
were prepared for weaving in harpess and saddle making| e : , ot s 8 R PR LS B
the carding company building.| were flourishing. | Bert Pherigo, Hallsville, operated blacksmith shop into 1560s.

AN AL

REEIR
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An early pioneer in the busi- |
pess field of Macon County was| |
James Renshaw, who operated |
a tavern and store in the mid |

fsaac C. Pugh was another |
pioneer storekeeper. John Ward|
ran a store at Indian Bluff on|
the Sangamon River, south of|
Decatur.

R RR TRl

indusiTy
From the mid 18008 to 1907,
cutting ice on the Sangamon
Zower and Soe siorage was one!
# e majpr industries of De-|
+or Bundreds of men were

'i

ra

eroived durimg the height of

e ~r—oE $2ASON. : .
———— =

- 2 development of the | |

=sr the population|

- oy resifients with Dew |
seee adiied to the county.
Frectary of 1383 de-|



