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Regisler of 01d Buildings
Macon County Eistorieal Coord.inatlng Council

Addressr ?46 W, Harrison.

truqtiorr'1339. (fn'an "About Town" article by L.
1844. See explanation of

Ciscre

Nan?_.€ ,thg ,oli,si.nE1 .gx4er:

, 'Decat ew, the Cate is 3iven as
as giv=n ty SCiruh l,lcNabb)

*Levi Gulick.
+icpe cf Joirn Saryer for over 40 years.

s!9g1: *'It was built in i83?", Dr. ilcNabb said., n"and is the oldest
" house in Decatur stil1 used jor tne irurpose for whlch it was built - a

home.
"ft was built as a'n:iiing glft to Mrs. Irevi:Gulick when she was

^ -/a Drlde or .t.or The archltects rho d.esigned it came up the Lineoln Trail
frdn Kentucky and Yirginia ar: brought ine influence of thosr states with
them. They patterned the,house after those in Virginla and brought the in-

. fluence of those states rith *.hen. r.. . The style i-s a mod.i-fied Virginia farn
home of tro stories'with eigni. rindoxs in front and columns across the front
of the porch. There are yery fer hopes of this style in lllinols.

"Mis. Gulick ltved Ln ti:e house for fourteen or fifteen years",
Dr. I'Icl{abb sai-d., "unt1I her h::s:anl iied of 'choIera. A fer+ years after her
husband's d.eath, site narrie'1 ,'oi:n Sar.7er, pho had come to Decatur in the
1830ts xith a brid-e fron Iniiaaa. She had died. earller and after he and &Irs.
Gu11ck Here narrle{r the house'oecaee kno'rn as the Savryer house.

lzed" the'house by renovfug the pned rlndors and. modlfying the stairway.
'nr. I'lcNabb rencvei s::=lr':s and used the nood to bulld bookcases fcr

the llbrary, and. he is unders'.anCably proud of his hand,lwork."

: "?j;l $i:l#::'i"?;"'i,*fl;:l'.
Sunday, June J, 1962, Decatur
Herald & Review

'''"Io 
1853 she (Hls. Gulick) narried a seeond. time to John Sar*yer.rr.

A crooked road thatT an fror, 'dater St. to Oak1and. Ave. was known for many years
as Sawyerrs Lane. Then the lane was straightened and inproved. during President
Harris.onts ad.mlni.stration.anC the name lras ehanged to Harrlson Avenue.

'The house was originally heated by fireplaces. Two large chimneys
nere bu11t flush with the outsid-e r+a1ls. One chirnney on the east sid.e had txo
flreplaces, one on the first and one on the second floor. The one on the west
had a fireplace on the first floor and ond 1n the basement; The'one ln the base-
nent xas used. to heat'r+ater and.*furnish comfort for the regula-r Saturday night
baths' 

" ; : (rcontinued on reverse side)

Present ownerrs namet !Irs. L. c. (naitu) McNabb.

Date co

*tr'ron the Centennlal Hlstory of iriacon County.
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"The floors in the house are na.d.e of oak
l3 =i':al ridth. The story has coue Coxn with
:::pen'uer in making grooves attached a horse
:; ho:se poEer.

"As things became
;.=ch to fu:raish cater
:c=:qlious smoke house ,

ccbs or hickory *odd to
cpening of any kind sn

ani ash Iu-a-:e=, =:-- z-- -enany oih=-.. .. . --'-=-- --l--=

to hls pi:.ne -: ::: --:-=!. i-:-.
I

I

two-idoried and of so1lf b:ici:
nad-e of lipoC. Acco::d:n€; to 3:an:t

nore modern a lrood"en punp xasins-l :-3d. a- :?i:
fron a',Iaqgqr ,cistflin. Off to tb: -=:a.'.;=-r :
in whiCh hads and. tacon-bta6-:re=-=*=tf-tL ::-
the taste of the or{&er. There i q x.c-. 'a el=r;;- ::

the east side of the house."

L. - C ;' Trox;'BEstr'--ei1a-

- "Ir-I the 18901s the house was purchased by the iiallace fan.lly.-- I:.
tdallaee was interested in race horses and built a race track in ',he -3=..He "nod.ernized." the ,house by substituting a "picture L,indor{" fo:'on= oi :::
paned ones in the front and. built an elaborate.oak stairway.

"The house was later so1d. to llalter and Berniee Snith frop r+'hon i--u r:.s
purchased in 1943 'by LeRoy and &tith McNabb, members of the facul.ty at I-1--1-
kin Unlversity. In,the restorati,on of the house ihe Mcliabbs attenpted tc :=-
taln the flavor of the original aes'ign r+hile at the sane tine moie-nizing 1--.
The.three fireplaees on the first and. second" floors lrere m,ad-e functional.
In the east bedroon on both sid.es of the chi.mney weie.floor-to eeiling c-'ose--s
ma.d.e of ineh-tbick nalnut, These Here removed and the trunber us.d for tookcas-
es ia the library. The paned. windows were l.sstored. The ornate oak HFs ie-
moved. frop the stainray. '

"The house has 'tvo p,artsl the front is
constructS-on; the rear has one story and is
$awyer, grand.son of John Sawyer, the rear section ras i:uilt pricr --o-.he irca--
sectlon a:nd. in 1839. (tiris &ay account for some of the ,llscrepatcy !-a ia'-as. )i

l,

' "One beasi extends tirrough the ce.ier of i,he house for the er.*,ir3 ren€th."

(Hrs. HcNab! ras in her thirtieth year
time. (tgtil-tgZil

Ouners of th! ho&e at ?46 W, Earrj.sonl
Levi Gulick
John Sawyer
The aIlace Fanily
Dr. & Mrs. 1,. C. McNabb

The above was xritten and sub-
.nitted by SCith Hcl{abb (t{.".

t,l\L. C,J Beceaoet Z7r- 1y73,

' 
tl

of living al ?L+1 i{. iiarrison at the

1839.
\853,
18p0rs.
L943,

-)



"The fl-oors i:
of equal rii.th. I:=
carpenter in nai:ia;
by horse po'ier.

"As thin6 a+J=-=
porch to fi:rnish 'r.z-:=
eo8ac{.ious sroke ::'Jse
cobs or hicko4' ,cji to
opening of any liai ca

(Mr=. HcNabQ xa^s ir ner thirtieth year of
time. (:.g[l-:?Zl)

0rners qf thg hoae at ?46 g, i{arrisoni
Levi Guliek
John Saryer
The 1Callacg farpi ly
Dr. & Hrs. L. C. I,lcNabb

--g= i::use -e aa.de of oak and ash lunber, not al .1 ":e
s--3-r t- coEe doxn xith many otherS.....-,ha+- -uhs

-:3:r'3s =-"i:ached a horse to hls plane and cu-" -ur,3E o.j1.

zr:: ac,i-e-r a wood.en pump ,r"=li-ri=rrtled 
ton 

the t:ci:
f=oe a laqegr,clstgln. Of{ tb t}3.1orlh:H==s a
1l -,,hj.gh hanib and" bacon"sltles-"nere' snctet-*:-th :c-.

--he taste of the owrler. There i-s uot'a rinior r:
;:.e e:--st side of the 'house."

".. "Ir-r'uhe 139 's -.i-? nouse ras pureh*"d'by tfre Wafface farully;--Mr.
liallace was i-n--=::s--3: 1l race horses and built a race track in the axea.
He "rnodernizei." -Jl€ ,:lo:rse by substituting a "picture wlndorr" for one of *,he

panedonesin.-i.=j:an-'andbui1tane1aborateoakstairway.
"The ho'uss h=s -?-',?r sold to ifalter and Berniee Snith froin whoo lt xas

purchased. in L?-rj ;;; I:,ei.oy and. Edith McNabb, inembers of the faculty at Hi..i-
kin University. In -,Le restoration of the house the Mcliabbs attenpted to r=-
tain the flavol ci -= o=iginal Aei'ig" while at the sane tine modeinizing ii,.
The.three fireplz.ces ;: ;he first and second floors rere made funetional.
In the eas'. 'cei.:c.i c:t bcti: sides of the chianney Nere .flo'or-to ceiling elosets
made of ineh-tbj-:l ra-.::ut. These Here removed. and the }unber -used for bookcas-
es in the Iib=ary. T::: Ianeq wirdows were l.erstore{. The ornate oak was re-
moved. fron the s-ai*ay. I

the front is two-storied and of solid b:ick
construetlon; tha:-*.= has one story and is nad-e of u,-ood. Accordlng to Fr:ank
$awyer, grandsoa ol icirn Saryer, the rear section iras bullt, prioltothe fron'-
section and j-n i33i. (tiris nay account for some of the d.lscrepancy in 3a',es. )

!

I

' "One bean extexcs through the center of the house for the entire length."

The above was mitten and sub-
nltted by &iith HcNabb (t{r".
I. C,) Decembe, 2? t 1773,

I

Harrison at the

t.

1839.
L853.
1890rs.
t943,

' L .- C ;' Tr6F;- *eEim*Tom.*

.-



7116 
'{est i{arri-son Avenue

Photos by l{argaret }{eyer
1974
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?45 Yest Harrison
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' nwwi* * :T'r riEf :

im FElste r6c F€maasffiFEeasutre, Bls,frde

Teleeoui"se tlas 0istinction
''Oul telecoru'sc has tlie distir

tion cf the lougest consecutive
pericd of bioadcasting in the
tinited States." she said p1oudly.
"1$e bloadeast every weck,. 52

*eel:s a;,ear, TlTe runner-up is a

. 1... ,

i "trIrs. Gulick lived in the housc,

lfor r+ qi 15 yeat's;" Dr'. McNabb'
rsaid, "until lier husband died of
cholera. A few years altcr hel
husband's deaih, she man'ied
John Sar,.},er; who lad come toi

t.1.r...-:: i-'ii'n !, i-,:i;: i,iiSSOUfi,

L:,: i- ',' brc:,i;r.,, uriy :i t e lv

- lr

i .. ..,1 r.ii)i.ril il tl;;y l,;q;1irg

ti: :.i -1 .{r'i."

..-.. .i i ... 1:L-r,:; ..riii i::,1 1..r'[. . . -. . ',;. ' :..i' rrt t- .ji ,i.,] 1li
1.. -..,J ! ir-i 1-,1i.

C.-. ,r I : .-- ,,1 i,,..- ,,;: ir, i:-r,,;
i. ........(... .ii,. .,>

i,-: -.,-, :-,,- -,r:iltr;.,1. l
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i.: : : .' -. -. L- (r ^-, i i., I ) lill

fr+; *" ,Ar.,-J*r/, {"n"Urary*r;*-'

i:ti';t{iidt.ie mo-*'ed a;*. }r...
lWabb said, "I discovered tiut the
L1t
I
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7+6 W, Herris", Are rue
lk ItriuoL S.unilay, June 3. 1961.

Hodilied Virginia architecture givu McNabb [ousq quiet digniry and a t0uch of Southern beauty. lt is oldest house in Decatur still used as a hemr.;

bg6kshelves he built from solid walnut, and, right, McNahb spends a quiet mommt
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