Register of 01d Buildings
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council
Address: 746 W. Harrison.
Date of" original construction: 1839, '{In an "About Town" article by L.
Ce Trow, Decat Review, the dztes is ziven as 1844, See explanation of
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y Zdith McNabb)
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the dlscrepancyﬂdate as givsn

Name of the original owner: *Ls=vi Gulick,
Rk e *Zome of John Sawyer for over 40 years,
History: "It was buillt in 182%", Dr, McNabb said, "and is the oldest
> house in Decatur still used for the purpose for which it was built = a
home., '
"It was built a 'w=dding gift to Mrs, Levi Gulick when she was
a bride of 16, The arcnlt cts who designed it came up the Lincoln Trail
from Kentucky and Virginiaz and brought the influence of those states with
them., They patterned the thouse after those in Virginla and brought the in-
- fluence of those states with them..... The style is a modified Virginia farm

home of two stories with =2ignt windows in front and columns across the front
of the porch. There are very few homss of this style in Illinois,

"Mrs, Gulick lived in the house for fourteen or fifteen years",
Dr. McNabb said, "until her husband died of 'cholera. A few years after her
husband's ‘death, sie married nn Sawyer, who had come to Decatur in the
1830’5 with a brlde from I“*‘_t:. -bo had died earlier and after he and Mrs,

"Dr. McNabb removed ;hEL"ES aﬂd used the wood to oulld bookcases for
the library, and he is understan proud of his handiwork."

;1.
o
o'
’_J

P
<

"Enjoy Retirement, L. C, McNabb's
Take Pleasure, Pride in Home"
Sunday, June 3, 1962, Decatur
Herald & Review

"In 1853 she (Mrs, Gulick) married a second time to John Sawyer....

A c¢rooked road that ran from Water St, to Oakland Ave, was known for many years
as Sawyer's Lane, Then the lane was straightened and improved during President
Harrison's administration and the name was changed to Harrison Avenue.

"“The house was originally heated by fireplaces. Two lrarge chimneys
were built flush with the outside walls, One chimney on the east side had two
fireplaces, one on the first and one on the second floor. The one on the west
had a fireplace on the first floor and one in the basement. The one in the base-
ment was used to heat'water and furnish comfort for the regular Saturday night
baths., : -
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. (Continued on reverse side)

Present owner's name: Mrs, L. C. (Edith) McNabb,

*From the Centennial History of Macon County.




of e2gual width, The story has come down with many othsrs.....t2z: zhs
| czrrenter in making grooves attached a horse to his plane zni zcuz zhsz out
\ 0¥ hOrse DOWerT, ) " 7
"As things became more modern a wooden pump wasinstalled om ths T=zck

=orch to furnish water from a° larger cistern, Off to t:; NOTIR WIS 2
cocmmodious smoke house in which hams and’ bacon SKeswerz Smokst with ooz
cobs or hickory wood to the taste of the owner. Th:re is noct a sindow cr

cpening of any kind on the east side of the house."
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;“L.“C:'Trow‘ About Town"™

- "In the 1890's the house was purchased by the Wallace family,  Xr,
Wallace was interested in race horses and built a race track in the arszs
He "modernized" the house by substituting a "picture window" for one of
paned ones in the front and built an elaborate oak stalrway.

"The houce was later sold to Walter and Bernice Smith from nhom.;t w=s

The three flrnplaceb on the first and second floors were made fun0u10
In the east bedroom on both sides of the chimney were floor-to ce1¢1ng
made of inch-thick walnut. These were removed and the lumber used for
es in the library. The paned windows were restored, The ornate oak was re-
moved from the stairway,. ) '

"The house has rtwo parts: - the front is two-storied and of
construction; the rear has one story and is made of wood. Accox t
Sawyer, grandson of John Sawyer, the rear section was built priocr :a:h
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section and in 1839, (This may account for some of the discrepancy in dates.)
]
“One beam extends through the center of the house for the sntire lsnzth.”
The zbove was writien and sub-
mitted by Zdith McNabb (Mrs,
L. C.) December 27, 1973.

(Mrs. McNabb was in her thirtieth year of living at 746 W, Harrison at the
time, (1943-1973)

Owners of the home at 746 W, Harrison:

Levi Guliek - 1839.
John Sawyer - 1853,
The Wallace Family - 1890%s,

Dr., & Mrs, L. C, McNabb - 1943,




"The in i zre mage of cak and ash lumber, not =
of equal w 1 7 1 come down with many others.....thzt
carpenter i zitached a horse to his plane and cut th
by horse pow

we
"As things bscz=s z0r= modern a wooden pump wasgﬁstalled‘on the bzck
_porch to furnish waisr frem a larger cistern, Off to ths north was a
commodious smoke house in which hams and bacon sides were smoked with corzn
cobs or hickory woodi to ths taste of the owner. There is not ‘a window cor
opening of any kind on the east side of the house,"

e o “Trow, “About Town™

_  "In the 189C's the house was purchased by the Wallace famil"f’ .
Wallace was intsresied in race horses and built a race track in the area.
He "modernized" ins house by substituting a "picture window" for one of the
paned ones in ths Iront and buillt an elaborate oak stalrway.

"The houss was lztisr

sold to Walter and Bernice Smith from whom it weas
oy and Edith McNabb, members of the faculty at Miiii

I restoration of the house the McNabbs attempted to rs

£ the original de51gn while at the same time modernizing 1
The three firsplaces on the first and second floors were made functional.
In the east bedrcc °on both sides of the chimney were floor-to ceiling closets
made of inch-thick wzlnut, These were removed and the lumber used for bookcas-
es in the librzry, Ths eaned windows were restored, The ornate oak was re-
moved from the szairwzy, ) : - ‘
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purchased in 1343 Ty
kin University.
tain the flavor ¢

"The house has +iwo parts: - the front is two-storled and of solid brick
construction; the rsar has one story and is made of wood. According to Frank
Sawyer, grandson of ecnn Sawyer, the rear section was built prior tothe front
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section and in 1832, This may account for some of the discrepancy in dacvc.)

nrough the center of the house for the entire length."

ctr

"One beam sxtends

The above was written and sub-
mitted by Edith McNabb (Mrs.
L. C.) December 27, 1973,

(Mrs, McNabb was Lu her thirtieth year of living at 746 W. Harrison at the
time, (1943-1973) '

Owners of the home at 746 W, Harrison:

Levi Guliek - 1839.
John Sawyer - 1853,
The Wallace Family - 18%0%s,
Dr. & Mrs. L, C, McNabb - 1943,
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744 West Harrison

TOWNSHIP HISTORIES =

When AMacon county was divided into townships in 1868, Henry B. Duries
was named as the first supervisor from Decatur township. He also was choses
45 chairman of the Board. Decatax
township at first had one SuUpCTEEE
and one assistant Superviser. S e
population increased, the nomber of ==
<istant SUpervisors jncreased Tuil mow
the township has cightesn assStant
representatives on the board.

Decatur township has an === &
18.360 acres, or 29 square miles.

Omne of the old homes ot the Tows-

1in pow 1 the ciix. IS the lohn Sowyer
home on West Harrison avenue Ts
hou<e. which is stll standing, was buEt
About 1838 by Levi Gaulick. Aiterwards
: - . 4 came into pessesion of Mr. Sawwer
JOHN SAWYER HOME and it was his home for forty vears




Jy. etirement
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By Charlotte Huser |
Of the Herald and Review
“Mr. and Mrs. L. C. McNabb, 745
V. Harrison Ave., have proved
that the two nightmares of retire-
ment isolation and idleness, need|
not’ become reahty “They are Ju*tx
as active now as they were before!
their retirement from teacmng at!
Millikin University: - ‘sl
Dr. Mc\Iabb before his renre-
ment . in-1952, was head of MU’s
speech department and was adra-
matics professor. He glso dJcc{ed'
the Town and Gown p‘t{lJCI’f‘E.a. :
= Mrs, McNabb was 2z professor
of speech at ME.rlater working
with niversity’s radio and tele-
vision productions. She is teacking}
on a post-retirement c i
.and produces all Mill
ming on commercial tele
I‘.KJES bésides teac
cumes in radio and te ¥
~The }{C\dbhs are also a l&l‘.}ﬁ}'
of distinctions. Besides owning one
‘of :the cldest homes in Decatur,
‘they are the only family-in town
o have two emeriti degrees. Both
‘were made pmfeasom emeritus af-
ter their refirement...  ~
Mrs Mcl\abb -is somethmv of a
pmneer in-college telecourses. She
produced the - first telecourse - for
‘college credit in the -state on
‘WTVP in 1955 ‘and one year lafer
began the Millikin University Tele-
course’ which’ is shov.n on- WCIA

52 weeks a year. S
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" C McNabbs Take Pieasure Pride i n Historic Hmﬁ@

Telecourse Has Distinction 2
“Our telecourse has the distine-|
tion of the longest consecutive
pericd of broadcasting in~ the
United States,” she said proudly.
“We broadcast every weck, 52
weeks a vear. The runner-up is a
telecourse from western Missouri;
but they broadcas only :
times a year.””.

of illuess in several yea
__For exercise, he does

undertook the job.
outside of the house. .

his favorite professmnal t
record of being present;
at the Lincoln comes: as 10 sur-
prise to his students and frxends,,
since he-aiso set an attenda*xca

Hause Built i m 1839

<. The house whlch the MLNa hs
own is outatandmg on its ‘own.,

It was built in 1639,” Dr. ’\ILNabh
Said, *and is the oldm house m
Decatur till used for the purpose;
for which it was built — 2 home?’ 2
. It was built a3 a ueddmrJ gut“
16 Mrs. Levi Gulick when <he was®
a bride bride of 16 T.le archnects “has;

ﬂeemned it ‘came tp the:Lincols
Trail from Kentucky and hrcmza
gnd brought ‘the influence of thosS
ates with them.- -They: patterned
fhe house: after tHose m erglma
#0 that the style is a modified]
Virginia farm home of {wo storie, 4
with - several windows® in " front]
,and-,calunms across the front of.
th ~porch;. There: are very few
{Homes of this s style in Illinoi

g cof recmd ‘so they‘f,ell me.”

“cats both hawe'defuut persoﬁa,h'-
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for 14 or 15 years,” Dr. “McNabb
'said, “until her husband died of
cholera. A few years after her
‘husband’s  death,

§ “Mrs. Guh‘ k lived in the house]
i
[

. \
she married

John Sawyer, who had come to)
Decatur in the 1830’s with a bride
Ffrom Ind;ana “She had died earlier
and aftﬂl he and Mrs Guhck were

hen th Mcl\abba bouﬁ‘lt t}‘&
e in 1938, they restored it to;
.gts original ctyle as much as pos:
sible by remsta?mg the paned Wm-
do and’ pamtmg the home*
ghey divided the’ large kltchazg
fwhich occupied the back-of ﬁe'
use into several small rooms. "
When we moved in,” Dr. ’\Ir'-
.‘abb said, “‘L-discovered-that the
pipstairs: closets: were - sheh’ed in|
fsolid- walnut,.. about n inch -and

la halt thick” and 13 mche; wxde.;:

fI rémoved the shelves and Lse£
the ‘wood “to ‘build _bookeases for
the library.” He'is under~tanaab1y§
_p1 oud of his nanchwm k. :
.“We have no extensive pla
the future,” Mrs - McNabb cazdw
Has ‘far -as Lrave}mg or_anythin

=3
alond that~ line _ is - concernedy
-We've never been to Eur 'pe. an ]
‘don’t planto go

3

-Decatu
ikeep us busy. We both en;oy g

health and we re bafh:fled
happv mfh

se soma,

es"’ Mrs, ’W\,Nabb la hed:i“




1962.

Modified Virginia architecture gives McNabb house quiet dignity and a touch of Southern beauty. It is oldest house in Decatur still used as a home. ;

McNabh displays bookshelves he built from solid walnut, and, right, McNabb spends a quiet moment.



