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Re: Hlstory of the League of Women Voters of Decatur frora l92O

to 1969. Research by Geneva Barber, lst vlce-president

In 1970 the League of 'vJomen Voters of the Unlted States w111 be
celebratlng thelr 50th Anniversary.

The League of Women Votersr predeeessor, the Ameriean Woman Suf-
frage Associatlon held its final meeting in 1919. Delegates to'that meetlng heard womanrs suffrage champion Carrie Chapman Catt
call for a rtleague of l{omen Yoters' to finish the flght for €D-
actment of the 19th Armnendrnent and aid in reconstrueticn of the
netion after World War 1.

The Natlonal League of Wornen Voters Has established in 1920 'to
study and act on governmental lssues on tbe 1oca1, state and nat-
ional 1eve1. A Hacon County chapter was organized in 1920, with
Met1ln Craig serving as president. This chapter ccntinue<i actlve
several years, then in 19[5 a new County chapter was established.
with Miss Blossom Redmon as the fir.st president. Txenty-six women
became eharter members at that time. A few years later the group
b,as knosn as the Deeatur League of Women Voters.

The League of Women Voters 1s a non-profit, non-partisan volunteer
organizgtlon. ftE incorne is denived from dues and contributions,
particularly contrlbutions from public-spirited mernbers of the
eommunity.

As a non-partisan organlzatlon, the League ls unlque in that lt
takes aetlon ln support of or in opposition to seleeted gove].n-
merrtal issues, but not partles or candldates. However, members
are encouraged to work as indivj.duals in the polttical party of
their choiee, though board members nefrain from actlve party rork
while ln League offiee.
Women cittzens of voting age who belleve in representative govern-
ment are eligible to Jotn. The loca1 membership numbers 151+. All
Leaguers are not experts, nor do they all think a1lke on issues
bnought befone the membership.

Delegates to the national and state conventlons select topics to
be studied whl1e the membershlp selects those on the loca1 1eveL.
Program;,items &re thoroughly studied ln rorkshop sessions wltb the
presentatlon of committee r.eports to the members on the pros and
cons of the issues in dlscussion, Consensus is then reeched by the
mernbership and the League then works to implement its posltlon.
Local Leagues I lnfluence ls reflected on the state level by appeals
fr.om various gr.oups for League support.

The local prognam adopted for 1968-1969 is the study and evaluation
of the need for funds by the Deeatur lluman ReI ':ations Comnisslon,
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Evaluatlon of the Falr Eousing Ordinance in Decetur. Support for
a new main library buildlng and further study of the needs and
operation of the Decatur Pub1lc Library, the suppont of lncreased
funds to provide quallty edueation and adequate space, and to stu$y
lrays to inprove public education in Deeatur. The group will al-so
make a study of Decaturrs water: resources end serrer systems, the
study and evaluation of assessment praetiees in tr{acon County and
suppont for the continuation fo Couneil-llanager form of govern-
ment for the Clty of Deeatur.

Some vlctonles in whlch the Deeatur League hes shared sne:

1) The establlshment of Council;Heneger form of eity govern-
ment (established ln 1953)

2) The proposed Judicial Amendments passed in 1958

3) In 1953 the League initiated and helped to bring to a suc-
cessful conclusion, a referendun on itereeptor seuelas'.

4) The call for s Constitutional Convention in Illinois (pessed)
ln 1968)

5) ?he establishment of a County Health Department in L962

6 ) In Civil Rights, the Economlc opportunity Amendments of L967

7) The school building bond referend.um which was passed in Lg65

B) Beeked Urban Renenal 1n 1965

The teague has supported lssues too nu:nerous to mentlon.

The League takes prlde ln lts carefully d.ocumented, publicatiorls.
?hey have many requests for unbiased materials on eurrent problems
and querles from leglslators. ?hese publicatlons serve the dual
purpose of educatlng both members and the publlc.

In 1950, the League published a Macon County Book.the flrst srltten
reference book on the local governments in the eouhty. Complled
by League members after a nine yesr period of research. It out-
1lnes the forms of county, townshlp and village government. It
also ineludes deserlpttons of the Judieial systen:: the clreult court,
county court and Justlce of the peace courts. The booklet also in-
cludes deseriptlons of the countyst school distri-cts, Decaturts
sanitary distriet and park distrlcts. The final sectlon of the
booklet briefly explalns the polttlcal party structure ln Macon
County.

People who want lmpartlal information on candldates, platforms and
issues know they can turn to the League of Wonen Voters and get it:
Voters Servlee, whleh includes the dietrlbutlon of non-partlsan in-
formatlon on candidates and lssuesi eampaigns to eneourage re-gistration and voting: candidates meebings: courses in pratibal-
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polltlcs: and go-see tnips to clty ha1ls and state legielatunes.

The teague compiled historlcal flles (more than a ton of papers ),

of the League covening the period from l92A to 1944 and gave to
the Llbnary of Congness. They are available to sociologlsts,
hlstorlans and seholars. Federal Aid to education from the be-
ginning was one of the issues covered by the League.


