
?cri ster of Ol-d -lluildingsf tv=!v vv'

IrlaconCountyi{j.sicriealCoord.inatingCo'uncii

Address t L)3-L3? A. Prairie - riilliams Fashion Shop'

Legal deseripiiont 
_-___-, ^r r^*o ..r . 1 .,, ca.i x:'tk. ZResurveY of lots L, ''t )' + z:1L ) t!

0ri5ina1 town of Deeatur'

Date of orisinal conElsggllo-nr L854'

ltrame of orlxinal owners Universalist Cnurch cl -lecl--'='

Hislgry:
t. Ihe card' on thls p::opert'y in ='r:-:lii:e cf the I'iacon

County Assessor contains -:::e lc:ic-rtin= :aial

$tructural f::ane -
'dood - coluliras , na'':: i:a:is, ;ois"s' -girders
Foundation - n3s.::ll'i ;:.irs, siread footings

IIo basement
i,looC, floors all: lo:i
Conmon brick ex--e:ir:
i{odern froni ic: i:l-':-ans Fashion Shop

Heating Plan: - zc:'ss 
"he 

alleY

2, See attached ar*'i-cl e '

Present ownerts nane: Helen Post'



LT - 137 East kalrle

Photo - Hargaret !1. HeYer, 1!f4
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tirat one window' exists but :six
otheri. Ttrere are tlu'ee more oE
G iti.v- ria. - t,ro long ones
and one-short. Go into the alleY
and you get'a view of the back

Oo*t 1r:: a' , cluster,' 'one long
narrow one'in the ,middle' and
shorter ores 0n either.sidgi The
brick wall revgqls thql$ldingls
Afrp ....1, - I ;a i: . I ... ,: i 1., :

ot ilie fru"itamg with thlee r

, was organized in
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ti ' members.. A brick-cnurch wasltnis-- iAverrrJement:: "$,obertl &OUND Top wirdows 
"re [-' *g:i!-,,_]19i built or the sihe of thepresentit*lr, Attorney at Law,l 

".,Jioluiu 
;ithd;;;; *hufr l'. Uuiversalist chtt'

. East Prairie street lruilding. IllDecatur, Ill. Officu over Franki 16;* buildi11p on prairie [.. . ror PTy years| . -1876 the church was.remqieled. lPriest's'stole, opposite Railroadl Gnr* **i'the siteiot'ttre li' :: . cctrd Etory Toq, ='T-r,g walls were r-aised to p.lo-lBaxk, Ceutral Blgck.l' sel uriru*ilist'chureh. i ': [r] ' .6re.^::roltr14o€rs
vide'an audience room on-thelnatoad bank was in the mid-l i ',;i ['.' oays." 

,

;secondf1oorpiththefirstt1oori61goftheblockontheeastsdel$
'.. to-be used foi a.business *o*lii-*r,ut L;owir.i"n"irt iti"eil i ' 6a r r, lt : - /: '

'$;1ll.*,ff#*x,u.T*.#.-lHl:m*sffi[,isffi,.T$[i,..u8frmE[!trIr
.""J.";.o,]p.Burrn.*",tuu|in$54.---,lFromtheFiies.9fthE-.

:' pasi# to"'r+ yea1i, iesigaiig bl advertisements , in weer<ryl ' t0 y""r, ago--lcsE . i 
'r*',,,. 

..",dli!
i , lggory* the- chaplaiu_of the S6thlpecatur Magnet, may . re,l rrr,. i.,].**.ii aL'a-,rOoned {'
[,itrn*JIf,l.iI;u*"ffJ'r;oi|,*n,.-,,|3-t*i1e"anyfurthereffortaia{i accotLnt or ittness. He hadiornel Ngw$ackling .:, . ,lS*:-*lf*ent of the *oi,' 

i i '

I fro* Ohio to _Illinois in ressl. The undersigncd will 
-run- 3|"'Hi;;;;i;i support is set for'f : . . :'f tocating near Blbomington andlrqgut31*:L-lto", DE.cMURithi ti".t u.r, of the Decarur i

tH.,#,a:,[,[d"f{ix#i#*'"ffift1[Itm,x,:mFls,,$,rull-,:lr.ii,**i1.':I 'J'#P"$*tfri?i1,"'#T:"",ffi1$:flXtrlit#'*,;"',,;; i;u","il l'rearrv-8,0m sqqare reet o-r | /
f il;;' cffil* i.;;" 'fJ".ljIl 

'ii,i,t'"t 
o.-#ri: nv;;;.;'il fie lretainine 

warl and bridge are{ l , : 
'

i returned to Mt. Pulaski ardlevenrng. n€turngg, Ie-aveslin.becalur have beeu defaced 1 : '--
tlenills54eametoDecaturto]Decatur orl TuesAays,;.9y--nainted words.* i"';1' 

,

Htf.["' the Decat"'ll*':9;,X:-H',riil#;iffi: 
#l::t"*,icecenturiesoH; ,t13'1 " ",

His son, David L. r*r, *urltiuing m'{titti' 
"5 

il;;ifi tttlabacus'has been introduced-to | ,' i

; ' ifr;t-.;;Dr,,i#-rffi",;"illf,.,ifd'fli'5;it,g"";;p--11'i-;Btfg',i;mtf;:i:r-r1!'Tr i-='i:'-,'.,,t,;.:,i;il.:: lealder in . the ' univdrsaiistloglesbv Hoyse. _" . l'l i i , ,, church and jn Decatur pusic. l .- r MorganHigginsl tsyearsAgo_I944 _ , tl .He organi-zed *:,P::lly-l '.Aibti..toBreakers ;l.ou."i*'riiir,'s.iiooistuo"ot" ''.-I."',
trrusica, uuion, $f;,.f"#fql,#:.;"illiji:ii#':*;-*il$,1:tYd*i*iT.i:fiilti + ,.',, . ,

raary concerts, a1{,was t}: gllil; r\il;i;; ;;-Chi.r;; c;;:lf.;I;r"G"i-siipei cent sarb tt .-.',. ',i i

H",fl'ffir:i111,:'6'#'T'iilil*ll"'**1**i*"*-X'*ml:l;I:Fa;;fi stimps in the o ' * ::" 
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Accut Tcwn
-by L. C. T.

il,in*en C. Trow)
C11ppin5 eor.:rtesy, !'lorence'+ihlte

iare not given

The long arehed ri-nicxs over Greenberg's shoe s!3r=,::- i. ::ai-:ie
St. have an eeclesiasticai iook. '*[e -r'rere intriguei tc:::::i:::..- 3]
making lnquiry about ihei:i and found. thrat the builCia3 xas ::1;-r-:i1;r
used. for a Universal-ist Shurch, a ci'iurch whieh no longel r-:-1s se:vi-
ces in this city.

The chureh was organizeC in 18j4 at a time when it ts:i'- z :cc:
d.ea1 of individuallsirr tc joi-n a group of people so libelal -1:,1::. A*'
-that time the standard for chu:cn raem'bership, for the Eios.l.;.a:-- ir=s
gulded by a strlct discipline anL evangelical fervor. Jne ,:l:-;:::a"s--s
didnrt subscribe to the doctrine of hellflre and. brinsto:ie, nel--:::::1:
they feel assurance that saivation 'i.ias secured only by conve-:::.

Decatur, ln those Cal'5, Has a Cifficult place in which --'J -'L'.2- z
start or find a lead-er. Filaily one was found ln Rev. D. F. l'--:::" ;:::
had. been a l'lethoCist but rhose views had undergone a change i:1 -":::
process of acquirlng his theological ed,ucation.

One of the niost concise acecunts of Lhe man reads: "F=s-':: l-::1:.
was a good preacher, a r+ise leader, a real human being a:d :l-'::=:-J-
fond. of checkers." There was a cabinet and coffin nakel 11 -,::::::--:--
riest corner of Lineoln Square at this time naned 11 . Y. 'llv.e= -r.?:;as
also considered. one of the town's best checker players. 3- s:3='-'s
told that when Mr. Givler dropped his work to take l{r. }::: :r i:: '-
game that the i:reacher was to pay for the cablnet rnaker'= --'-3.

Some of the best knorm familles in the early his-'::;; ;j l=az--'.:r
were j-nclud.ed among the found-ers of the church. The jcs=;n i;a::51e-
senlor and. junior and Jacob lIere among them. A', .-.ha: --1=e --:: S;a:31-ers
Here operating a mi]l on the Sangamon River near !ina: |s::; --;: fast
-r,Jilliam Street bridge. There are still two ni-il st::::s' i= '-:-? :lc:*-h
side of the road. a llttle west of the lake tha-" '^l: ::'i- --: l3Y: -seen

used in their mi-11.

Another famlly was the Reas, who iike ...:r: S;a:i.3-"rs -'r: their name

to a brid.ge, There were alsO Mr. and l',is. :,:. l:a{.-s, F-=. ani }1rs. Rick-
etts, and i{r. and I'lrs. John Capps. 'Ixe::--.;-::=--;e-olls 1= a]1 set
their names to the original register.

IchaboC Baldwin, always an inde-i:::.=:.: --:i-n-i;::, ;:inei the new
society. It was he who built the br,ck clu:ci. iiis sc::, Iieston I. Bald-
xin, who was carrying papers at tha -,ine, Save $i3 to ti:e building fund..

[]



D. L. Bunn, son
rnenrber ln the cnurcn
Edna Bunn, gave oi 't,i'.

In an early :.a_i
Sunday morning music.
Church, Reverend :. i':

quartet to sing iri iri
nember of the ch,:ren
singing ln the LcrC's

l. Bunn, H3.s an active
and daughter Frank and ltlss
to the services.

*uhe church had a quartet which fulnlshed the
0n= Sunday the pastor of the Presbyterian

. Ovj-at'", did a darlng thing. He asked the
s church. At the close of the service one
saiC she never wanted to hear again "opery

house. "
L. C. T.
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