Council

Address: 133-137 E.

Prairie -~ Williams Fashion Shop.
Legal descrip

tions
Resurvey of lots 1, 2, 2, 4 and 8 31k. 2

Original town of Decatur.

Date of original construction: 1854,
1876 - remodeled.

Name of original owner: Universalist Church oI DsecziuTl.

History:
1, The card on this p“rte ty in
County Assessor contains tne

girders

No basemﬂnu
Wood floors

Modern front

2. See attached ar

Present owner's name: Helen Post.




133 - 137 East Prairie

Photo - Margaret M. Meyer, 1974




agite s+

e

LTI R i 49

M B et DL L N N

A P T N

s

Wy,

o

Lot

) Atg A\ ‘ * ?“

“The walls were raised io pro-|

—

..ny have walked along

A.erth Main and North
streets and .noticed - a
m-<tory round top window
the alley side of the huilding
the south side of Pralrle just
- of the'alley? i '
Those who. have notmed it
:ay not have given it a second
thought. ~ A few: may; have
mzughf that it looked somethmg
lke a church ‘window.’ They
were correct for 93 years ago

 the second floor of that building |-

was a Universalist church. .
How many times there have
been . remodeling. and . repairs
inside is unknown” but not-only
that gne window exists but 'six
others. There are three more on
he alley side — twe long ones
and ‘one short. Go into the alley
and you get a view of the back
of the huilding with three win-
dows in‘-a cluster, one long
narrow one ‘in the ‘middle and
shorter ones on either side, The
brick wall reveals the buﬂdmg s
4ge
];ecatur s Umversal,t church
'Wn,s organized in 1 by Rev.
D, P. Bunn with™nine” charter|
members A brick. church was
“built ot the site of the present
- East Prairie street building. In
1876 the church, was ‘remodeled,

vide ‘an audience room on the
secend floor ywth the first iloor
- {0 be uséd for a' business room
“or ofﬁces That is why there are

pastor for 14 years, re51gn1ng to
become the chaplaun of the 56th
Illmms “infantry. However, a
© year later' he had to resign on
‘account of illness. He had come
from Ohio. to Tilinois in 1835 -
locating near Bloommgton and
in 1842 came to a farm near
Decatur. . Im 1842 he began
preaching: and had a pastorate
in Mt. Pulaski before he went to
Towa City, Iowa. He soon
returned to Mt Pulaski and
{len in 1854 came to Decatur to
organize-, the ; Decatur
chureh. A

. His son, Dav1d L. Bunn, Was

prom.ment Decatur lawyer, a
!tader in  the " Umversahst
church and in Decatur musm
He organized - the - Decatur
Choral - Society,. the'
IMusical Union, which gave
many concerts, "and was one of
the organizers and the president

cck East Prairie street|:

Decatur| -

The clue to Bank Avenue is i
this ‘advertisement:” *“Robert
Irwin, Attorney at Law,
Decatur ‘1. Office over Frank|
Priest’s store, opposite Railroad
Bank, Central Block.” . The
Raﬂroad bank was in the mid-

1n 1854

 New Hack Line -
The ‘undersigned will run a
regular ‘Hack fromi; DECATUR
to - MATTOON  as ' follows:

Leaves ‘Mattoon on Mondays
Wednesdays and Fridays, ‘at 5
¢’clock in the morning and ar-|
rives at Decatur by seven in the
evening.’ Returmng, leaves
Decatur -~ on Tuesdays

r”‘hursday ; a.nd Saturdays, |
five o’clock in the ‘morning, ar-
riving Mattoon by seven in the
alevening. For. passage 4ppl ‘at
Oglesby House,

. The subscriber

hundred acres pralrle sltuated
near-Tuscola, on: Chlcago Cen-
tral Branch Rallmad 'which he

of the Handel Society with 100

dle of the block on the east side|~
oi what is now Merchant street|
but was called Bank street after
the bank was establlshed there £y

{as futile any further effort’at a

at“’

Morgan ng ms ;

¢ signed war bond and- stamp.

Heraid and Review Pllafg

“ ROUND TOP windows are
reminders of the days when
‘this . building  on - Prairie
Avenue was the 51te?of ‘the
Universalist Church. Aok

10 YearsAgo—-l959 f”: :
" The “government abandoned-

- |quick settlement of the 96—day
steel strike. :

Financial’ support is se’c for
the first year of the Decatur

chaplain program. =~
‘Nearly 3,000 square feet of

retammg wall and bridge’ areg

in Decatur nave been deface

abacLs has been mtroduced to

modernue amthmetlc . classes -

':' 25 Years Ago——1944
. Decatur High School students

arichoc o Aannfrand mH\ Shihale b

of bonds ~and stamps n the

ML, W, 5]

From ihe Flles of 'lhe 2

and Macon County Hosp1ta1 g

15

pledges following an assembly Y
to stimulate a 90 per cent sale I
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Date not given

The long arched windows over Greenberg's shoe
St. have an ecclesiastical look., We were intrigued
making ingquiry about them znd found that the bullding was
used for a Universalist Church, a church which no longer

ces in this city.

The church was organized in 1854 at a time when it fo
deal of individualism toc jo;n a gro up of peorle so liberz
mempership, for the
guided by a strict discipline and e‘”?c°1lCal fervor,
didn't subscribe to the doctrine of hellfire and brla
they feel assurance that salvation was secured only b

Decatur, in those days, was a difficult place in which =o
start or find a leader. Finally one was found in Rev. D. F.
had been a Methodist but whose views had undergone a changs in ths
process of acquiring his theoclogical education.

One of the most concise accounts of the man reads:
was a good preacher, a wise leader, a real human being znd
fond of checkers." There was a cabinet and coffin
west corner of Lincoln Square at this time named V
also considered one of the town's best checker playv~a.

told that when Mr, Givler dropped his work to take
game that the preacher was to pay for the cabinet maker's

Some of the best known families in the earlj
were included among the founders of the church.
senior and junior and Jacob were among them.
were operating a mill on the Sangamon River
William Street bridge. There are still two
side of the road a little west of the lake
used in their mill.

Another family was the Reas, who
to a bridge. There wers also Mr, and
etts, and Mr. and Mrs. John Capps.
thelr names to the original register,

Ichabod Baldwin, always an indepenc nink yin=d the new

society. It was he who built the brick churci : v on I. Balé-
win, who was carrying papers at ths iim 10 1 i

ilding fund.
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