
Register of OId Buildlngs
Macoa County Historical Coordlnatlng Courlcil

,,,.- ..'.,.:, '. .,

Addrpeg; 115J Uest Hain
'Legal- descriptlon:

Marilia )urJ:an Place
Lots I & 4 & !{30r of Lot Z bIk I

Date of orlginal ccnstruetion: 191I
1975 (est. - assessor's office)

I$ane of orlgLnal oxaerl l1rs. De11a P, Gushazd..

His'!ogyl

1. Data from availacie eiiy C:-:ectories foll_ows:
L9O9- Directory availabie, but 1155 H. Maln not listed.
1910- City oirec--or:r not available.
19]1- Listed as ::lcrcupied Sept. i, 1911 (New).
L912-L92L l{rs. le1la :. .lushard..
1922-1924 Hrs. Ieil-a i. jushar:, F. d.Sproat.
7925- Hct av"llab. e.
1-926-i}33 Si-3--,a .{i:ra r:slion.
l%4- llisslng.
1935' J. F. C'Co:neij.
1936-L93? f. i.Llnlsay.
1938- lella P. Gushard.
1939-195i Gushard Apts.
7952- Sigua Alpha Epsilon, Illinols Delta Chapter.

?,Datafronoffj.ceofDeeaturTownshipaSSeSSor::'
, ' BldS Class .ts

F1ultl-fam1}y Apt. 2-4 '

16 roonSl 2'storteg '

(face) veaeer wa1ls.Conerete foundatioii; briek
' "'-:HlBh, ':ga+}e ''roof of 

'tilerl
J pgr_ehes, , ful];, basement
2 rooms -'softroo& floors -r"

13 reorrs - -rrarJwo"a-ii""r= '
' 5 bathrooms

2 natural fireplaces
No garage

Decenber, 1968 ?-t/2 story add". iand bath 14J4 sq.ft.

(See sketch on next page)

Present olrner3 Sigma Alpha Epsllon Fraternlty House, Levere BIdg. Corp.
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Mrs. Della P. Gushard, 9Q
rlhose Iate husband, William Gush-
ard, founded a deparrment store
here, died in Decatur and Macon
Ccunry Ilospital at 5 p.m. lester-
C:v"

I ltlrs. Gushard, who lived at 408
W, N{acon St., irad been in poor
health for several years.

Mrs. Cushard, the former Della
Perkins, rvas born March 5, 1867,
in Scotland County, Ivio., a daugh-
ter of William and Geraldine Perk.
ins.

She received hei education in the
schools of Topeka, Kan., where the
lamily lived many )ears. She
tsught In the Topeka schools for
1l 1,g2v5 belrore her marriage to
\\/illiam Gushard in Topeka in
1U9).

Soon after their marriage, l\dr.
and. Mrs. Cushard ceme to Decatur
w,here Mr. Gushard, who had had
a successful mercanti]e business in
Tope}a, formed ' the Wiliiam
iGushard Dry Goods Co, uith a
store in the 700 block N. Water
er

i A y.r, later the store uzas moved
to the 200 block N. Water St.
and within 10 years the firm em-
ployed +0 persons.

ln 1906 the stock of the Wil.
liarns Bros. Co. was purchased and
the store was moved to the then

IVIrs" Della P. Gushard

leu'building at V/ater and Wit-
lr;m Sts., norv occupicd by the
i.rck & Kuhl Co.

-''.1r. Gushard died in 1909 at rhe
,:: ci +7. Afrer a consolid{tion

--i r.!: H. S. Cebhart Co., the
:r-:i r,..aS knorr,n as Gebhart-Gush.

Pioneer Relidence

At the time of Ml. Gushard's
death, rhe family Uved at the corner
ol Dunham and Marietta Sts. in
a home built by Q. C. Burroughs, I

a Decatur pioneer.

Later i\Irs. Gushard and her
druqhters, Ceraldine, norv I\Irs.
Philip I{. Sproat, and Louise, now
Mrs.'Rarmond E. Denz, moved to
1165 W. \{ain St. Il-his-house
u'as later sold to Sigma Alpha EP-
silon fraternitv and norv is used

as the chapter house.
XIrs. Gushard rvas long active in

ri,ork at the First l\lethodist Church
She served as a president.of theShe served as a prestdent.or tne

ichurch's Ladies Aid Society and
lnas on tl-,e official church board.

c)
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She had becn a member of the
\\'oman's Club and served at one
tirne as chairman of the Shakespeare

division of the club. She also
had sen'ed as a member of the
bcard of directors.of the Art Insti.
tute (now Art Center), a pember
of the board of directors of the
Girls \l'eliire Home, chaplain of
BC Chapter of PEO and rvas a

member of the Countr,v Club of
Decarur,

NIrs. Gushard leaves hvo daugh-
ters, ilIrs. .P H. 'Sproat and I\I'rs.
Ravmond E. Denz, both of Deca-
tur; four grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren. One daughter
r.lied in infanci-. A sister and tu'o
brothers also pieceded her in death.

Priyate lunerel sen ices vqill be at
I p.m. Saturdrq in Danson & \Vi-
koff Funera] Home, s'here friends
mav call frorn 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. to-
d.I. Other arrangements are in-
complete.

The i::rilt requests no flol'ers.
llernorial conrributions rnav be
rnade tc the PEO educational'[und.

fr-.n, t/z l?57
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Durinc t::: -::- 5t school yecrr, Sigmo .A1

phcr Eps,.::- :::-:-:-r=d its reiqn os thJ"grc-,nr-
ing--s1 1.a,.,--,-::- ar- compus." Bob Hort uvcrs

electei ..:::-tr:r-. ci rrre C.C.l. Student Gov-
ernr:-.-ent C:::'::e:::: fcr 1958, Lowell Bov,'er
'wos pres-d:: - :1 ::-: Irterfroternrty Council,
Chuck B:::r -.'.':s !:esiient of the Jreshmon
c1oss, jce 1,,=ss .,,".::-. president ond Tom Ccrri-
son tie:s-:e: ci ti:e sophomcre closs, Bcb
Itluehlei:::r: -..;cs i:usiness monoger of the
Deccrturion, cnl Rcr Roin wos Freshmon
Comp sc::;r ,e:ier cnd Co-Choirmcrn of RE
weeK.

In otrle:,cs B::tner ]oe Kcger o.rerogted
18 8 pc:nts per .jcme in bosketboll, top
overcrEe Jcr ihe t:cm; Chuck Dovelis r,vos

Row l: l. \'1q:::i, T. Foi'ql D. FIening, T. Corlson, l.
l',fcCoi', L. G:.1, B. H::;, S, Phenix, T. Po'wlo.rski.

Row 2:'l'. T:-r'i:r 3. S'r,'e::rrLgen, J. Koger, D. rtr'oiker, Mrs.
Ccltie. ]"i:. G.:s:cc:i, L. Coe, H. iinutscn, D. Bunting.
Ft. P,oi:,.

Row 3: I. llle: I i::i::: T. Ricrc:d:cn, G. Lcnnon L
Lcrsor. D. 1,1:::, i. Cushing, B. lchnson, L. lvi-:ers,

first tecrm A11-Ccnf--rence ond A11-Stoie ,it
Fcotbcll; Hc-,t crrd Bortley wcts copiicn 01 tl.le
trock t.--om; ond Lou Coe captoin of t1e ter-
nis tecrr for tl-ie seccnd time.

Chcciei ocii-"'ities included cr Wheel-Chci.
Bosk--rl:crll gone with rhe Gizz Kids of 111i-

nols for chority; Wrnter ond Spring Fcrmcl:
o PoCdy Murphy Donce, cornplete -lrith iL-
nerol procession, ccrsket ond oll; o F:'rr
der's Doy Drnner; ond our onnuol rnil-oir:t--
trip to S.A E Notionol Heodquorters ir.
Evonston, Illinois

There .uos olso much excitement n:tLon-
o1Iy, os Sigmo Alpho Epsilon beccme the
first sociol froternity in history to go over tlre
100,000 mcrk in toiol members.

l. Huqh--y, J. Suter, G. Fleeiwood, W. Kr,utsc:, D.
Stc:k.

Row C: D. Dovis, H. Boriley, B. Hili, l. HenCerso: C
Dqvel.s C. Moys 'f. Weyner. C. Kenn- v. - A. '' :.
Tempel, L. ArirstrongT, C. Burts, L. Rourl:l;:, T.
Cooper, B. Muehleboch-
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Sigma Atpha Epsilon
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