
IX.   PHYSICAL FACILITIES

The library building shall be efficiently designed, flexible, attractlve, functional, and expandable.  Local service needs differ and facilities srlould be planned as

part of a long-range library development program,  in response to identified community needs.   Appealing, attractive appearance ls vital in addition to the
functional requirements of the building.

Whetnerplanningnewbuildingsorexpandingandremodelingold,consjderationmustbegiventoadaptingtnelibraryenvironmenttoaccommodateChangesjn
community needs and emerging library roles.  ne public Library Mission Statement and Its Imperatives for SeMce (Chicago:  American library Associatlon,
1979.)Statesitthisway:"Traditionalllbrarybuildingsshoiildbeconsideredasonlyonewaytodeliverllbraryservice.Innovativesystemsshouldbedesignedto
deliver library services through a full range Of physical and electronic means to the places where people live and work."
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1.       All publlc library buildlngs must comply with fire, safety, sanltary. federal. state and local codes.I_  I-  I-  I- I- D-
2.      The library shall liave a teleplione, a listed telephone number and a llstlng ln tlie "yellow pages."I_ I- I-  I- I- D-

'

3.       Each public library shall detemlne whether or not it is equipped with enough telepliono lines to accommodate user needs.I_ I- I- I- I- E-
4.     The library shall have a materials catalog located in a public area easily accesslble to the user and the staff.I_ I- I-  I- I- D-
5.      ubrary furnishings and equipment shall be selected tor aesthetics. durability, comfort, and appropiiateness suitable to the actMtles and needs ot patrons

and staff .I_ I- I- I- I-- I-
6.     Sneiving and storage systems shall be selected tor (1) pioperly housing the various types Of items whlch tom the collectlon and (2) easy access by the

intended user.I_  I-  I-  I-  I -.--  I-
7.      Slgns shall identify the libraJy's servlce areas and the library collection; e.g., Adult Services, fieference, Youth Services, Large Prlnt Books, etc.I_ I- I- I- I-
8.      The exterlor of the buildlng shall be well lighted and Identified with appropriate signs of hlgn visiblllty.  The signs shall Include hours Of service.
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Facilities shall be provided tor the return of library materials when the library is closed.I _   I _   I _   I __...   I ____   I _
10    Bulldlng features which  conserve  energy sliall  be  utilized whenever possible,  especially when  planning  renovatlon  or new construction.  Adequate

temperaturecontrol.humidity,andllghtinginfluencetneoverallutilizatlonandefflciencyofthebuildingandareessentialtorpatroncomfort,preservationof
materials. and operation of equipment.I-  I--'.-  I-  I-  I_  I_

11     Adequate and convenient parking shall be available to the llbrary's patrons and staff at or near the library site.  A question about parking shall be included in
both the user and the citizen survey.I- I- I- I- I- I_

12    The library shall undergo an energy audit at least once ln the life of a building. more often if any major renovation or addition has been done.
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Lighting

13     Light shall be evenly distributed and glare avoided. See Appendix C tor lighting standards and ligliting level tables.  A lighting audit should be performed at
least every 10 years.[1_  I_  I_  I_  I I

Building Accessibility for People with Physical Disabilities

Accesstortnethosewithpnysicaldisabilitiesisessentialforeverypubliclibrary,andshalljncludesignageaswellasphysicalaccess.Staffandpatronareas
shall be accessible.

Specific items to consider when determining library accessibility for the pnyslcally disabled and compllance with standards and codes:

14Automobileparl{ing(Minimum96lnchwideparkingspace.plusadjacemaccessalsleminimumOf96inchwlcltliforaggregateOf192lnches(16feet).Two
spaces may use the same access aisle.*I- I- I- I- I- I_

*Always consult the latest ANSI Standards, federal, state, and local codes (listed ln the Facilltles Bibllography) for more details and latest advisable figures.
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15    Accessible route to clroulatlon desk and the materials catalog. Minimum door openings of 32 Inches and minimum 36 Inch wide passageways. This insures
maneuverabilfty by wheelcliairs and allows for a comfortable gait by people using walking alas.*I_ I- I- I- I- I-

16    Drinklng fountaln and public telephone wliich are wheelchair accessible.I_  I_  I_  I_  I_  I
17    Toilet facility which ls wheelchair accessible.I_  I-  I-  I-  I -----  1-
18    AI least 5% or minimum Of one of each item:  fixed seating, table or study can'el.  AJea needed:  clear floor space of 30" x 48''; knee clearance at least 27"

high, 30" wlde, and 19" deep.  Top of work surfaces up to a maximum of 36" from tloor.*I_ I- I- I- I-
19    Shelf height for the materials catalog, reference, and oun'ent periodicals within the accessible reach area:  48" max. high forward reach and 54" max. nigh

side reach Of a person ln a wheelchair; minimum forward reach not less than 15" above floor and not less than 9" above floor minimum sloe reach.*I_ I- I- I- I- 1-
20      Height of carpet pile:   1/2 inch maximum height.*

iii Ei Ei± iiiE i±
Square Footage
Beforelibrariesembarkonabuildingowemodellngprojectintendedtoserve20yearsormore.conslderableselt-evaluatlonlsrequ!red.Communitydifferences
and variations in library roles make it Impossible to specify the total square footage needed by a library to serve a population Of a certain size.  Libraries are
thereforeencouragedtoevaluatepresentspacedeficienciesbasedonourremresources,service.andstaffinglevels,andtoprojectfuturespaceneedsbased
on a community assessmenl and plans tor library development as outlined in the library's goals and objectives.

*Always consult the latest ANSI Standards, federal, state, and local codes (listed in the Facilities Bibliography) tor more details and latest advisable figures.



therefore encouraged to evaluate present space deflciencles based on current resources, service, ancl stafflng levels, and to project future space needs based
on a community assessmem and plans for library development as outlined ln the library's goals ancl objectives.

Current Space Needs

21     At least every 5 years the administrative librarian shall fill out and review with the board the tom ln Appendix E.  (Libraries with less than the required space
should begin discussing either a space utilization plan or a building project.)I-  I-  I-  TJ-  I-

(Caveat:  This is not meaningful data lf a library rias not previously defined Its role.  For example, if a hlgh percentage of the book collection is no longer used by a
library's patrons, it is misleading to use this formula to prove that the library needs more space to house those materials.)

Future Space Needs

22    AI least every 5 years the administrative librarian. with input from the staff, sliould complete and share with the board a written space needs assessment
based on the following:

a.    current space requirements (Appendix E)
b.    the most recent community analysis (Appendix A)
c.    space changes and requirements resulting from local role setting ancl adoption Of a long-range plan I

Libraries incorporating or planning a significant commitment to audiovisual collection and services, or computer based systems, should attend to the particular
space, electrical, and environmental requirements of those services and systems.

The Construction planning Process

A vwitten building program developed by the administrator, staff, and board with appropriate assistance from a qualified bullding consultant is essential to a
successful project.  This building program should be based on the library's witten long-range plan.

Anexcellentwaytoapproachabuildingorremodelingprojectistotalkwithandvisltotherllbrarystaffandtrusteeswhonavejustcomplctedorareintheprocess
of completing a similar project.  A library board and staff should come to a mutual understanding of their library's needs prior to working witli building consultants
and architects.  Names of building consultants and architects may be obtained from your eystem. the IIllnois State Library, and the American Library Association.
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