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A Note
from Your President...

Another busy year is ahead of us. A sincere
“thank you” to our members and volunteers
whose support and commitment continues to
contribute to the maintenance and restoration
of the Homestead.

Retiring from the Board of Directors are
Brigitta Kapp, Margie Kirk, Rochelle Lambrick
and Ann Manuel. Their service to the board was
immeasurable and they will be sorely missed.
Now we welcome our new board members
Marcia Comerford, Jeff Hendricks, Ann Marie
Hillyer, and Arla Thomas and look forward to
the contribution they will make.

Those who attended our annual meeting in
April were privileged to hear Mr. Melvin
Thomas, the artist who has painted four of our
ceilings. His presentation was informative and
enjoyed by all. We look forward to our next
project with him.

We are pleased to announce that Master
Gardeners have agreed to work with us on a
plan to design a Victorian garden for the circle
adjacent to the Homestead and plantings
around the Homestead. When that is
completed, we will begin the process of
initiating the plan starting in the spring of
2012.

With the garden and planned work on the
front hall ceiling, you can see that we continue
to move ahead. Our goal is to continue to
enhance the Homestead and restore it to its
original beauty so that you and the residents of
Decatur and the surrounding area can take
pride in this historic building.

Again, thank you for your support. Without
you we can no accomplish our goal.

Irene Huff, President

LOOK CAREFULLY

Be sure to check your mailing label to see if
your membership has expired. We need your
financial support to continue with restoration
and day-to-day maintenance of the Homestead.

Without our members we could not
maintain this irreplaceable Decatur landmark.
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replication of the floral design on the master bedroom ceiling.

The result, just as the other three ceiling ornamentations done several years
ago, is so pleasing that the board voted unanimously to pursue further projects
with Thomas Melvin, the artist responsible for executing them.

This time we are working on the main hallway ceiling including the two
vestibules. The design departs from primarily floral patterns toward more
geometric figuration where acanthus leaves and arabesques intertwine. The
color palette is dominated by rich ochres and gold brown tones with brilliant
blue accents. We have no photos showing the original ceiling, but do have a
small painted canvas remnant to guide us. It suggests that design elements of
the fireplace, such as the color of the marble surround, the mosaic hearth
pattern, and the woodcarving, were originally reflected in the ceiling
ornamentation.

Preliminary sketches have been made and will be finalized in early fall. We
anticipate the work will be completed by December.

The stucco relief ceiling panel centered over the fireplace is a separate
restoration project we hope to undertake next.

Plan Now to Attend the Christmas Tea é
Sunday, December 11th

to Help Us Celebrate

This Newest Project!
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