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TEE LEAGUE OF WO EIT VOTHRS OF

By=LAWS

DECAL TLLINOIS
As amended through March S, 1972

Article I

HAME

Name, The name of this organizaticn shall be the
League of Wmen Voters of Decatur, Illinois, This
local League 1s an integral part of the League of
Women Voters of the United States and of the League
of Women Voters of Illinois,

Article IT
PURPOSE AID POLICY

Purga The purpose of the League of Women Voters
of’ Deoatur, I11inois, shall be 0 promote political
responsibility through informed and active
participation of citizens in government,

Policy. The League of Women Voters of Decatur,
Illinois, may take action on local governmntal
measures and policies in the public interest in
confo rmity with #h e Principles of the League of

Women Voters of the Qrited State It shall not
support cor oppcse any political anhy or any

candidates,

Article III
MEVMBZRSHIP

Eligibility, Any person who subscribes to the
Furpose and Policy of the League shall be elig ble
for membership,

. m . .
Types of Membersiip, The maebership of the League
ofWomen Véters of De catur, Illinois, shall be
composed of voting members and auuom.aue members,

a, ing members shall be women citizens of at
leasL eighteen years of age,
b, ASSOClatC members shall be all other members,

Article IV
BOARD OF DIRHCTCRS

Composition, The Board of Directors shall consist
of the OfTicers of the League, six elected Directors
and not more than six Ab%o’nted Directors,

Powers and Dutie The Board o Directors shall
have full charge theproperty and business of the
o“oali;ation, with full power and authority to
manage and conduct same, subject to the instructions
of the general membership., It shal plan and direct
the work necescsary to carry out theérogram as




pPeso

Sec,

Sec,

Sec,

Sec,

See,

o

3.

S,

continued Articlt IV
adopved by the national Convention, the stexas
Conventien and the Annual leeting, The Board
shall create and designate such special
comrittees as it may deem necessary,

Meetings, here shall be at least nine raecutiar
meebings of the Board of Directors annual’ y. The

L

president may call special meetings of the Board
of Directors and shall call a special merti-
upon the written request of five members of

e

>
vhe Beard,

Quorum, A majority of tbdmembevs of th e Board of
Directors shall constitute a quorum,

Vacancies and Resignations., Any vacancy cceurring
in the Board of Directors by reason of the ronigna-
tion, death or disqualifiecation of an officer or
Elected Director may be filled, until the nsx*%
Annual meeting, by a majority vote of the remaining
members of th e Board of Direchors,

Absences from Meetings, Three consecutive sabscnces
from Board meetings of any menber without a valid
reason shall be deemed a resignation,

Article V
QFFICERS AID DIRECTORS

Officers, The following officers of the League of
Women Voters of Decatur, Illincis, shall be olected
by the membership at an Annual Meeting and shall
serve for terms of two years, They shall take office
the first day of April,

a, President, The President shall be elected in
odd-numbered years, She shall preside at all
Meetings of the organization and of the Board
of Directors, She may, in the zbsence or
disability of the Treasurer, sign or endorse
checks, drafts and notes, She shall be, ex
officio, a member of all committess except the
Nominating Committee, She shall have such usual
powers of supervisl on and management as may
pertain to the office ef the President and per-
form such other duties as may be designated by

£ the Board,

b, Vice-Presidents, The First Vice-President shall
be elected 1In thebdd-numbered years and the Second
and Third Vice~Presidents shall be elected in the
even~-nunbered vears, The three Vice~Presidents,
in the order of their rank, shall., in the event
of absence, disability or death of the President,
possess all thepowers and perform all the duties

of that offize, until such time as *he Board of
Directors shall elcct one of its members to 3
theéyacancy, The Vice-Presidents shall perform
such other duties as thePresident and Board

may designate,
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Ce Secretary, The Secretary shall be elected in
odd-numbered years, She shall keep minutes
of the Annual Meeting and other business meet-
ings of the League and all meetings of ths
Board, The Secretary shall notify the Cfficers
and Directors of their eleetion, She zhall
sign, with the President, all contrecon and
other instrume ts when so authorized b the
Board and shall perform such other Fiunctions
as may be incident to her office,

d, Treasurer, The Treasurer shall be slacted in
the evén-numbered years, She shall collect and
recieve all moneys due., She shall be the
custodian of these moneys, shall depcait the
same 1in a bank designated by the Bocard of
Directors, and shall disburse the same only upon
the order of the Board, She shall presents
Statemen ts to the Board at regular meetings and
an annugl report to the Annual Meeting, The
bocks shall be audited amually by an auditor
approved by the Board,

Elected Directors, There shall be six Elected
Directors, three to be ele cted in theeven~nunbered
years andthree tc be elected in thepdd ~numb ered
years, forterms of twc years, by thegeneral member-
ship., They shall takeoffice the first day of April,
The Elected Directors shall serve as needed to carry
out the work of the League,

Appointed Directors, The Officors andElected

Directors shall appoint such addlitional directars,
not to exceed six, as they deem necessary tc carry
out the work of the League, The term of office of
the Appointed Directors shall be one year and shall

£

expire the first day of April,

Qualifications, No person shall be elected or
appointed to serve as an Officer or Director of this
organization unless she is a voting member of the
League of Women Voters of Decatur,

Article VI

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATI ON

Fiscal Year, The fiscal vear of the League of Women
Voters of Decatur, I1linois, shall comence on the
first day of April each Year,

Dues, Annual dues of Eleven Dellars ($11,00) shall
be pauable cn the rirst day 2 the month in which

a member originally ioinad, Any member who fails to
Pay dues within two months after they become payable
forfeits memb ership,
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udget for the ensuing year

the Board of Directars to
r adoption,- This budget

for the work of the League

gptkigurlttcc, A budget Committee shall Te
ﬂpﬂ@lntgd by ths Board o Directors at least two
months prior to Lne Annual Meeting to prepare a
pProposed bhudget for the ensui year, The proposed
budget shall be sent %o all member s at least one
week before the Annual Meeting, The Treasurer
shall not be € igible to serve as chairman of the
Budget Comrltueeﬁ

Distribution of Funds on Dis=olu ion, In the event
of a dissolull on for any causse of The League -of
Woment Voters of JﬁpMUUP, all moneys andsecurities
owned by the League of Women Vot srs of D= acatur
shall be paid to the League cf Womsn V& ars of 1EAG e

Article VII

Membership e 5. There shall be at least three
meetings } ' D each vear, Time and
place sha oy the Board of Directors,
Annual Mesting, 6

March, i e exart de

of Directors, The innual Meeting shell:

o IR

a, adopt a Local Program Tonthe ensuing year,

be e€lect Officers, irectors, and members of the
Nominating Committee,

c, adopt an adequate budget, md

d, transact such other hus ness as. may properly
come before it,

ke
}

Special Meetings, Special meetings shall be called
by the 3card of )1PQCtOP“ at the written request
of twelve members,

Quorun, Twenty-tws membears shall @ nstitute a quorum
at all meetings of the League of Women Voters of
Decatuvr, Illincis,
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Article VII

UATTIOUS AND ELECTIONS

Nominating Committee, The Nominating Committee
shall consist of five members, twe of whom shall
be members of the Board of Directors, The Chair-
man and twe members, who shall not be membsrs of
the Board, shall be elected at the Annual Meeting,
Nominations forithese offices shall be made by the
eurren t ?ﬂminﬁting Comnittee, The other members
shall be appointed by the Board of Dircctors
1mmed1dtelv fo llowsng theAmual Meeting, Any
vacancy on the Nominating Committee shall be filled
by theBoard of Directors Suggestions for nomins-~
tions for Officers ﬂqulreCEOP“ may be sent to this
Committee by any voting member,

Report of Nominating Committee and pdmLﬂuﬁlOHS

from the Floor, iThe report of the Nominating
Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors,
and the menbers of the succeeding Nominating Committee
shall be sent to all mewbers at least one week befare
the date of the Annual Meeting, The report of the
Nominating Committee shall be presented to the

Annual \eetlur Immediately following the presenta-
tion of this “GuO”t, nominations may be made from

the floor by any voting member provided the o nsent
of the nominee shall have been secured,

Elections, he election shall be by ballot, provided
that when ﬂﬂ&”@ is but one nominee for each off'ice,
thdsecratary may be instructed to cast the ballot

for every nominee, A majority of the e qud ified %o
vote u~1votwng shall econstitute an election, Absentee
or proxy voting shall not be permitted,

Article IX
LOCAL PROGRAM

Authorization, The govermmental Principles, Qdoptea
by the National Conve ut:on,aﬂdL pported by the League
as a whole, @nstitute the authorization for

adoption of Local Programn,

Local Program, The program of the League of Women

Voters of Decatur shall consist of

@, action to protect the right to vote of every
citizen,

b, those locsl POV@JJMBWL%l issués chosen for
concerted study and /or action,

, a
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Adoption of 1

call for recommen-
the voting members
TLocal Program,

8, thc Board of Lirester
dations for Local Program
and shall formulate g P

b, The Proposed Local Fro gram shall be sent to all
members at lecast one week belore the Annual
Meeting,

¢. A majority vote of the voting mevbers present
and voting at the Amual Mee ting shall be
required foradoption of items in the Proposed
Local FProgram as presented to the Annual Meeting
by the Board of Directors,

d. Recommendations for Local Program submitted by
voting members but notirec ommended by the Board
of Directors may be adopted by the Annual
Meeting provided that:

1) the Annual Meeting by majority vote shall
agree to consider and

2) the Amual Meeting shall adopt the items
by a two-thirds vot e,

Changes in the Local Pro gram, In case of altered
conditions, Local Pm gram may bHe changed provided:

8o Informati on concerning thaproposed change has
been sent to zll mewbers at least one weelk
prior to a merbership meeting at which the change
is to be considered, and

b, Two-thirds of the menbers bresent and voting
approve the change,

Action on Program by Members, Members may act in
the name of the League of Women Voters only when
authorized to do so by the proper Board of Directors,

Article X

NATIONAL CONVENTION, STATE CONVENTION AND COUNCIL

1,

Yational Convention, The Board of Directors at a
meeting before the date on which names of delegates

mist be sent to the national office shall select
delegates to that Convention in the number allotted
the League of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois,
under theprovisions of the By-lawg of the League of
Women Voters of the United States,

State Convention, The Board of Directors at a
meeting before the date on which the names of
delegates must be sent to the state office shall
select delegates ta that Convention in the number
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alloted the League of Women Voters of Decatur, Illinois,
under the provisions of the By-laws of the League of Women
Voters of Illinois,.

Secs 3o State Council. The President or her proxy shall be the
delegate to the State Council under the provisions of the
By~laws of the League of Women Voters of Illinois,

Article XTI

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHCRITY

Sece le Parliamentary Authoritve The rules conbained in Robertts
Rules of Order, Revised, shall govern the organization in
all cases to which they are applicable and in which they
are not inconsistent with these By=laws.

Article XIT
AMENDMENTS

Secs 1o Amendmentse The By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds
vote of the vobing members present and voting at the Annual
Meeting, provided the amendments were submitted to the
membership in writing at least one week in advance of the
meeting.



