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Date ^+- ^rl -r h2 i ^-,-r,..^+:.18.J -'-ia e- U9 9a vrf.

Name

Histolf:

1.

- Nov. 1,
by the
Cana.p'l

Register of 0111" Buildings
Maccn Co:rnty Historical Coordinatina ic:nc1l-

)5g E. Iic:-"n (church) a.nd, 3+5 N. Jackson (r'a:s=) '
Southxes*, coirier, E. North and N. Jackson'

Legai iescliPlion:
:- :t(r l.r- I1 :lock i2 ;ic-rm Decaiu: -:11--1::: :---i":-:r--u --' tJ! L) ---

as .ii: en, r.:Re3'noiis ara Co.'s Ai.diilcn --l --:-= ---': :'
-::ca--'il 1s per Plat recorded- in eock I !al3 -1 =i, 1'e-

c,lr.iear s l,lffiee of i'laccn Joun*"y.

r OOa ,':---. ^r..ra'^ =r: -:-=:l-Jc)j i uJ u.r eilL-

Colr\e:s'ucne - i 1--i::'
, r:i.

-

- March j, i33?, l' '-r:: -' -r'--:: --' --a:=s ':/-:;=1::l:= ' 
-= -

of Io-,sr i.-,ri1-i-a: :: li::-':., I--=--" --(-' '-al;:=::- .--
lots) ,:ook 'l ?3e 3';:,

-Nov.L5ra92A.3ernan!ie--hoais*'!;i1scc-='ll:'::-1--'i3r-
changea'oly called- -'ne Trinity i'iethoii-s-' :;-=:o7-- l:'::::
of Decatur (atuert c. i,iilzenan, i{=1r1. T. i=rek:, }.:;;s-.
Kuseh, Theodore Shep;:erc, Charles f,:sca 'a: Jci^: i::ln'
Trustees) to S. L. A'rcker, C. H. layl:r an: Is3'-:3: I:1-c:
as the Trustees of Trini-uy ColoreC He-'ne:i=-' :;ls::Pa-
Church of Decatur and lheir successcls iJreY=r. (Sl:ru-lc'")

2, City Directories include the followingt

188J City Directory - German M. E. Church, 226 f. 3i:c=aio.
188b - Gernran M. E. Chureh sw corner, North and. Jackscn.--(Not*, 

Not all city directories availabl:)
ag7? . German M. E. Church, Rev. Frank J' Sternberg' Dastor'
ll92}-Trinltylvl.E.Church,Rev.FrankJ'Sternber$rlssruor'

ouner! Trinity C.l'{.8. Church.
(trtntty Christlan l{ethodist Episcopal Chureh)

The Rev. Theodore R. Johnson, pastor. 3/l?/La74'

Present

IJ

The foi-c;'Iir: e:: :
glnning a:i: ::: ::
&'oS+uI3C-, nce '-:- ::-:
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2. Dlreetory infcrnation continued-.

l92L - Trinl-"y C.l'i.E. Chureh, E'ev' Joseph P' l?vls 
'(C.U.l. - Colored lvlethodist Episcopali

L95B - Trinity C.l't.E. Cl-lurch, Rev. Theod-ore jocnsor:'
(C.i,i.e. - Ckrristian liethodist EpiscoIEl.,i

€: --:-.

4- - --.

l{o.ue! The 1920 ehange of name was reiarei ::' rti:.]: a?:
I, wlth its resulting strong anti--Ge::-=:- :-::- -
ings in ihe coinmunity. Jus'r, as ins-':--::--1:: 1: --:':

Geinan language was d-ropped fron -'h: l=:=:-:: '--;-
School curriculum in response to an:l-l:::a- =e:--
timent, so Gerrnan Ii..ll. was replacei -*i:: -:':1--;;
FI.E. in the nane of this church.

The 1958 chenge of name froqr C.lY;.r' i--:-= - S--'i-*:r-

ing for coLorea) to c.lr'r.E. (tne c si''a:":; i::
Cniistian) was related to 195+ ciri-- ::=-: -'r--'-
vities, it requiring four years fo: *-:j= :: :::c=e
official with the C.l!i.8. denomi-nation - : ri::l:'
*hen the C.!1 .E. members purchasei- tl:s s:'::c: i
L920, they retained the name, trj-n!--*:t'

), The following is a recoro of a telephone intervier -'r1-!:'lJ-'ss

Fried.a }ioessier, g42 lt. Union, ThursC'ay, June 20' 1??;:

a, The Gerrian l{etholist Eptscopal Church in }eca+;'j:. -,f?.S ?-

off-shool of the st. Paults Lutheran church. l{iss }-c=s-
sner reealleC that her mother, who eane to -"nis c:'.::--=J
from Gernan al the age of 1?, found' the St' ?ad'= =e=-'1:e
unlike rhat she had. known ln Germany, a najo: aiiia=e':ee
relating to the greater amount of liturgy' Oihe- xi:r
felt sini.larly - the Fred.erlck }lattes fa:aily, tn= ]o::e:
Annanns, the And"rel* Hartmans, the Hitzenans, Gl-e'-z's,
Neid-erneyers, Kortums and Haupts anong thep - ol3ariza: a

church aL 225 [, E]-Corado. In 1887 they buili +-r:,e s-;1--13a'.r1e

at 359 E. North with the parsonage jus!-to-J!e rea: -c: :1^ii
345-N, Jackson, The coznerstone reaAs[ati1tf{ or 3":1ir' i33?'

I raaz I

and. over -r,he easr front. ooor carvea inutil"re :l'.= ;Jt:sr
,,Dle De,:tsche Bishophe llethod.isten Kirehe", or the Ger=-r
Methocist Episcopal Church. sernons were i-n Gerean, a=i
children attend.ed Saturd-ay morning classes taught' by -"ire

nlnister for two years prior to confirmation to lea:n -rc

speak and. read. German, wlth emphasis on read.ing the .31bi: :nL
learning catechisn in Gernan. The Rer'. Henry Ross xho r,'s
the minister in the early 1900rs went on to becosle a lis-
trict superlntend.ent, eontlnuing to }ive in Decatur ri-."h his



History Qqnii::gei:

a. d::3'l--;l:, jl-;s A:a arcl Dr. Plo::a r,oss, ;a-: I
;:r.:i=s=:: ;i l-:nan (anC French) at, lil:':-t--- -

b. i::::..:::.-. -:; rorld i+ar f , 1!Iil-1913, ca:e s--r::.=r ::---' ---::-
;.::- is:-1::ls ln -une connLrrii-tJI, sometimes ex!r9:s=: -':- --:
p=:s:::-r.,-. Cne consequ--nce was that in f9l-9 -.:-3:::'^:l:-'=
1ai-s 'i:-= 3i::.rigeC t-- Trinity 1\1 .itr. Church, thus e-1='l:--1:;:
-'- - -.--.-.i-ii= !.- - '-,-)2.n lllOn lne nane.

I: '-::: --':n 'Lo anti-G;rirLan sentiment, changes had cc3-,:t:=:
':^ --.1= :-:*5:roorhcod with a livery stable having bes:: :':1::
:;r i-::-.-:-: (T nd"ertakersT just west of the church. Aisc, --:-e

iei-i3irsili? Has scattering in terms of resldencesi henc=, l--
xas :a=::d best io close the ehurch with membersjoinin3 the
},;e:c::l:t Cnu-::cn of their cholee. i,iany transferred to Grace
i':.;., so;-re t,c Flrs't yi.E., and- a few to the First UnlteC
?-^r;-^-t-= aa--=i!.

+, The stnctJ:" z'. ;,:rasent is nuch as it was rhen lt was built in
1887, ani il is j-n excellent conditlon.

- There hes b:en no noCiflcation of the exterior. Two chimneys
stll-i s--1rii. Orrginaily used- for two stoves, one at the
sou',h?as-, 'a::c:' cne at the northeast corners of the st-ructure,
the so':-,::ea=i cne is still in use for the furnace.

- The xj-n,lcxs are the original ones, now covered r+ith a trans-
parent ;:c:=ciive substance.

- The pull'i+":aii, the pews, the choir rail an the a:ci:ed, xool-
en cer l-in6 rit,r-. d.ecorative wooden brackets are ail- c:i3inal ,
as a:e tie entry-liays.

- ?he belcoarr', former'l y used as a part of the sanctuary, exists
as previously, but is used. for church schcol classes.

- iriooC xai-nscoting remains, with all of the xooC be!-ng slaiaed
elnxool, Earl Hhite believes.

l*iajor Changes

- rlal-I bracket fixtures for gas lights are gone.

- Centrai air cond,ltioning has been added.

- A fuIl basei'iien-" was dug out after Trinity
and. rest rooins i+ere ad.ded- there.

obiained. it,

?

-- ;::= - :-.'.

- A stair to ihe basernent nas constructed in the entry-;ay.

-l
L.- /
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- A 'l 2 r75 -"-- --P,4i

:lz"or Chanaes Cgrtinued

!i?.s liacd- in the sanetuary with strip
a! sl-es.

J:gan has been replaced- with a Diano.



359 i;;sL North

Photo, Margaret M. Meyer, 1Pf4
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ENBAUT 1887

1Tt* 
c.i{.8. church

.or]1ars-,-on€ BUrrT 1887

the portico:
Bishophe
Kirche

Episcopal Church
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Eogiish Lurher3n
CerEan Metholist

Cumberland Presbyterian

9ile.pa@crs44u&raq
St. JaDes Cerman Catholic

St. Paul's Germ3n Lutheran
,St. Patrick's Catholic

4o

From kogressive Decatur, publlshed by Review Printing and
Stationery Co., Decatur, Illinois," llo d.ate glven. Esti-
mate: 1899-1901-.
N0TEr The German l4ethod.ist Church pictured d.bove is the olly
one ef. .the--qhurehes pictured. that sti-ll stapds Ln 197+, as s:-:;:
"arEi"ft{3.B8. ;orr"nnes Lutheran Church ifffiiirhout +'n= s-.::;-
les shown. Its cqrnerstone read.s, Ey. LUTH. ST. JOi{A:tifS
KIRCHE, UAC, l.892, .REBUILT - a928, A11 other structures
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'We've Fsced lhis Before,' Ptrslor Soys

TrErlity Clt4E Prepares ltself
By ian Giiarski

It's easy not to notice the
small red brick church, san-
clu'ichecl between a vacant
clothing lactory and a bank
ilrive-up facility on thc eastern
Iiinges of doivntown Decatur.

Standing in the shadow of its
Cathoiic counterpart one block
to the north, Trinity C.M.E.
Church and parsonage, 345 N.
.Iackson St., is one of several
buildings slated to be razed to
make rvay f'or a parking lot for
the proposed civic center.

'fhose plans have drarvn fire
from the Macon County I{isto-
rical Society and the Decatur
Historical and Architectural
Sites Commission. Those two
groups would like b see the
church preserved,

The church, built in 188? by
Decatur's German Methodist
settiers, is the oldest church jn
continuous use downtown,

After the German Methodist
eongregation began to du'indle,
ihe church li,as sold in lgm to
the Cr-;lored (now Christian)
I'Iethodist Episcopal Church.

Rev. T. R. Johnson, pastor of
Trinity C.M.E. for the past 16

],ears, remernbers visiting the
church shortly after it was
bought.

He spe:rks easily of its histo-
r';' ard proudly of the way in
which the congregation has pul-
ied together to finanee several
remodeling projects - a nely
roof, tuckpointing, uerv floor
and air conditioning.

The modernizations do not
detract from the rich darlness
o1l the wooden pervs and the ai-
tar rail, remnants of the {irst
congregation ryhich inscribed
'Erbaut (built inr 188?,, on the

,. I rnerstone.: Ier,l good about seeing
. . :le rvantirg to save historic
-.lcings * ryhether this

_r--r. I clr other buildings,',
_: =. . i.,jp5sn ggy5.

W.u4g- ry.-,"-r?t4

fi{Wrreckii; Eatl
Behind

The News
He is not resentful tolard the

civic center project - in fact
he says Decatur needs one.

"People eail me and ask me
'Am I for the civic center?' I'm
always for improvements in
the city where I live."

"The taxpayers should be
willing to support it," he said.
"I've seen ioo many down-
towns decay and die."

Rev. Johnson and his wife
Katheryn note that proposals to
tear donn the chuch have
come and gone over the past 16
years.

When the Johnsons came to
Deeatur, there was a proposal
to raze the church to make way
for a rerouted U.S. 36. Then
there were plans to build an as-
sembly hall for Stephen Deca-
tur High Schooi, followed by
talk that the Sears Roebuck Co.
store would take the location.
"l don't feel we've been pick-

ed on," Rev. Johruon said al-
though he noted a number of
churches have ''remained verv
comfortably" downtorin.

"We haw faced this situation
m other cities," he said. ,,We

have churches elsewhere that
have had to move because of
highways."

In those other riries, he said.
"They always got e netv
church."

That is what Rev. Johnson
would like to see in Decatur.

"I don't think it rvould be of
any great value to sell this un-
Iess we get a new church and a
new parsonage," he said.

A firm offer of compensation
Iras not yet been made to the
2 5 5-person congregation, he
said. and when it is made it
uili have to be reviewed by the

church trustees and the ai:a
bislrop"

Rev. "Islmr,,r estinrated :.--
church needs about S1n ix_,

worth of rehabilitation uorri
I.ocal historicaI preser.r'a:. :.

experls say that unless a per-
son or group comes up u.i:h a
viable alternate use'tor tis

r:::;rr. backed hv financial
:..- _ .--. :l:g g1l1p,l ied brick-' -:l ,r,11 faCe the l|recker'S

. -- t rtaiorit]. of the' :':-:. :. : rie ]]tembefS frf
'.1.,: t'1. -' ' _..: ;i: to ;rccent atr
,:::- - *.::: : .,-land in the
'''!.;. _,: _: :.=: .i:.llilSrtn Said.

'1 ,---- - t- i-'i
Rav. Jgbnson stands before *re 9i t6;..e c cirureh.

C


